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TO THE 


READER: 


A? ſuperfluousas Prefacts ſeem, 
yet there is one thing which. 
makes 1t in a manner neceſſar to 
prefix a few Lines to this Volume, in 
regard there is an Occafjon- given 
by the ObjeQtions ſome Gentlemen 
have been lately pleaſed to make 
againſt the Style of the Exyiſh 
Tranſlation, 'Theſe Perſons hav- 
ng by a very coſtly Inquiſitivenels, 
found and procur'd the 7taian Co- 


| Þy of theſe Lerers, and compar'd 


them with the Ezeliſh, pick many 
Faults 1 the latter, which they 


the Reputation of the Twrk#/S Spy, 


| erat leaſt to the heightening their 
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own CharaQters as Wits and Crt- 
ricks, Maſters of Languages, and 
the. Grand Patentees of Humane 
Senſe. 

In the Firft Place they ſay, the 
Iraltian Tranſtation keeps cloſe to 
the Original Arabick ; whereas the 
Engliſh abounds roo much with Az- 
gliciſms, which are not ſufficient 
to expreſs the Author's Primitive 
Senſe. 

kpw Impoſiible a Thing it is, to 
pleaſe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature ! Formerly they were 
offended that ſo many Twrk:fb. and 
Arabick Words were left untranſla- 
tedez And that being anſwered in 
the Preface to the Fourth Volume, 
they have now form'd New Argu- 
meats out of that very Anſwer, ro 
aſſault us on the contrary Side, and 
tax us with being. too Vernacular. | 
'Tis true,the Letters they have ſent Þ 
to the Bookſeller on this Accounr, |}: | 
are not ſubſcribd at Length. ' Yet} j 
by » Accident, 'one of the Gentle- | 

men's | 
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To. the READER. 
men's Hand-Writing is known. 
And tho' we acknowledge him to 
be an Ingenious Perſon; anda Man 
of Learning ;- yetI believe he 
would * be unwilling his Letter 


- ſhould here be expos'd in Print (or 


the Origizal ſhew'd to' ſome thar 
know him, and perhaps may chtaim 
an Equal Rank among - the C7- 


= > 


But to come to the purpoſe; I: 
have often heard Tranſlations blam« 
ed for keeping toocloſeto the Ori- 
ginal' Phraſe, but never any before 
this, fer a Negligence that is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to retain the Senſe 
of a Foreign Author. Allthe World 
knows, there is a vaſt Diſtance be- 
tween Arabick and the Lenguages of 
Europe ; and if the Ttalian Tra 
flator was* more exact' in forming 
Ins Words up toa near Imitation 
of the Eaftern Proprieties of Speech, 
no doubt ' but Impartial Men will: 


' rather Cenſure it as a Fault,than cry 


it up for an Excellency ; ſince no- 
- &4 thing: 


To the READER. 
thing: ſounds wellin any Lavguage 
whigh i not deliver'd in the Na- 
tural Idiom. Every thing ought to 
be writ in as Familrar a Style as we 
 Difcourſe; eſpecially Letters,which 
are but a Proxy-Method of Con- 
verſmgat a Diſtance. Andhethat 
Tranſlates out of one Language in- 
to another, ought to aim Chiefly 
at this, That he be ſure to retain 
the Original Senſe, and render it 
ſmooth and eaſy to the Reader. 
The Flowers of Arabia and Haly, 
when once Tranſplanted to our 
. barren Ezeliſþ Soil, loſe their Ver- 
tue and Beauty, til they are Natu- 
ralizd: What then muſt we expe& 
from their Weeds ? Doubtleſs, 
there arg ſome Peculiarities in all 
Languages; and to Tranſlate Verba- 
tim from ſo Remote a Tongne, would 
ſound as harſh as Frexch does in an 
Engliſhmar's Mouth, when he pro- 
NOUNCEs It as 'tis Writ, . | 

What .I - have, more to ſay is, 


that as this Volume contains a Hi. þ- 


ſtory 
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To te READER. 
fory of things tranfaed within the - 
Memory of moſt Men nov living; 
ſs the Two ficceeding Tomes Fl 
down lower and nearer tothe pre- 
ſent Times: Givingan Account of 
Events whereof many. have been. 
Eyc+ Witnefles,: and wherein not a. 
few have had a Perfonal Share ei- 
ther by: Way of ACtion or Suffer- 
ing,Profit or Damage; which muſt 
needs afford Delight to thinking 
Men, fince there is nothing more- 
Agrecable toMortalsthan to refle&t 


on the former Paſlages of their Lives 


according to that of the Poez : 
Hec: olim: meminiſſe juvabit; 


Beſides, for the farther. Encou- 
ragement of the Candid Reader, he. 
may. aſſure himſelf,that toward the. 
Concluſion of the Laſt Yolume,. he- 
will meet with ſeveral Secrets. be-. 


txveen ' the French and. Turkiſ: 


Courts, which will diſcover the 
true Source of the Preſent War. be-- 
tween the Emperor of Germany. and: 
A. 5 the. 


Tothe READER, 

the Grand Signior ; and give a 
Glimps of -the Private Machinati- 
ons and Springs which haveput all 
Earopeinto the Hurly: burly *tis now 
In. | 
T have but this more to ſay, That 
we hope to be more Speedy in pub. 
liſhing theRemainder of theſe Ler- 
ters, than we have hitherto been 
in the Former. Volumes... ' Reader, - 
Adicu, 
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LEITERL 


Mahmut 7he Arabian at Paris, to 
Dzanet Oglou, his Friexd at Con- 
» ftantinopke. 


: T makes me ſmile ſometimes, when I re- 
tlect how often I was pur to ir for an 
4 Addreſs ſuitable ro the Manners of the 
| Nazarenes, and the particular Mode of 
| Paris, when I firſt arriy'd at this City : For, 
+ thou know'ſt, we had other Employments, 
4 than ro learn Faſhions and Conge's at Palermo. 


'The 


2 _ Letters Writ h Vol.VI. 


The Mind of a Slave is dejected under the 
Circumſtances of his Captivity; ſo that he 
has not Leiſure to tegard any Thing, but how 
to accompliſh his daily Task, and to pleaſe his 
Patron. All his Study and Care is bentupon 
this, and there's no Rogm left-for Generous 
Thoughts ; Neither has he Means or Cou- 
rage to venture on Projects, or improve the 
Preſent Occurrences in Order tro his Future 
nm. Ir Nay, he hardly dares think of 


ever being Happy again. This was my Caſe, 
and I believe 'twas not much better with 
thee. 


Yet, notwithſtanding all the Rigorous U- 
ſage I had, the Baſtinado's, Kicks, Bruiles, 
Cuts and Wounds, Ireceiv'd from the Hands 
of that Barbarous Giafer, my Mater which 
made me ſometimes Incapable of doing him 
any Service by Day, or of taking any Reſt 
my {elf by Night, I was rteſfolv'd to find 
ſome fpare Time for Books. I roſe Early, 
and went Late to Sleep; neglecting no Mo- 
ment, wherein I cou'd apply my {elt ro Study. 
Fhe Acquaintance I had with that Sicilian 
Carpenter, our Friend, was of Singular Ad- 
vantage to me in this Kind: For, thou may't 
remember, he was well - ſtock'd with many 
Ancient and Learned Treatiſes, He furniſh- 
ed me with Plutarch, Polybius, Strabo, Pliny, 
and other H:/torzes. All which, and. many 
more, I devour'd with Greedineſs; for I had 
a ſtrong Appetite to Knowledge, And after 
my - Redemption, I palsd away ſome Time 
in the Academies, <a I learn'd the _ 

ricks 
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Tricks of Lopick, how to ſplit Moods and 
Figures, and chain one Impertinent Sy#ogiſm 
to the Tail of another to Eternity, I alto 
# ran through a Courſe of Phyloſophy and other 
Sciences. - Neither was I alrogether Ignorant 
* of Men: For rhe Reading of Hi:tories, firs a 
Man the better ro make Practical Experi- 
ments in the Afﬀairs of the Wor/d. To which 
' alfo, Phileſophy is not a little helpful, in di- 
recting our Obſervations on the various Tem- 
pers of People, Mens Perſonal Diſpoſitions and 
Singularities, with the Humours and Cuſtoms 
: Peculiar to this or that Nation. For thele things 
| depend many Times on the Difference of the 
"? Climate, the Nature of the Soil, the Dualities 
; _— 

* of the Air, and the Manner of their Der. 

But neither Hiſtory, Logick or Phloſophy , 
wereable to efface the Impreflions of my Ear- 
ly Years, or unteach me the Manners in 
which I had been Educared from my Infancy. 
[ brought Arabia and Conſtuntinep'e along 
with me cven to Paris, And becauſe I had 
not been uſed to diflemble rhe Profeflion and 
| Carriage of a Muſſulman, during my Thral- 
dom in Sicily ; I was at a Loſs in my De- 
poremenr, when I came. Firſt hither. 

3 How often have I been like to diſcover 
my ſelf by Pronouncing the Sacred Bi/millah, 

x either when I far down to Ear, or pur a Glaſs 
Fot Water tro my Lips ; or, when I begun any 
ther Action of Importance 7 So likewiſe in - 
rtering the Handilah, after a Repaſt, or 
hen any Thing happen'd which prowpred 
e to praiſe Ged, 

B 2 When 
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When I met any of my Acquaintance in 
the Streets, I was apt to forget that had a 
Hat on. And inſtead of purting off that, ac- 
cording to the Faſhion of the Franks, I laid 
my Hand on my Breaſt, and fomerimes bow- 
ed ſo low, that my Har fell off from my 
Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error. 

If I had Occaſion tro addreſs my ſelf to a 
Perſon of Duality, T was ready to take up the 
Bottom of his Cloak, Gown or Robe, and 
to Kiſs it in Token of Reverence, as the Cu- 
ftom is in the Eaſt, when we ſalute the Gran- 
dees. Nay, ſometimes I could nor forbear 
falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the 
Ground before Cardinal Richlieu, and thoſe 
of his High Dignity. All which, nevertheleſs, 
paſſed only for Clownifhneſs, and want of 
Courtly Education , which teaches the Nice 
Pun#ilio's of Addreſs. They took me for a 
Kind of Moldavian Ruſtick , withour any 
tarther Jealouſy. Or perhaps, they ſmil'd 
at all this, as ſome Singular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philoſopher Paſicles , 
who coming to ſalute a Great Captain, and 
the Ceremony of thoſe Times requiring him 
ro rouch rhe Captain's Knee, he laid his Hand 
on his Genitals. Ar which the Captain being 
affronted, and thrufting his Hand away with 
Scornful Words ; What | ſays the Philoſopher, 
does not that Part belong to you, as well as your 
Knees? It often diver:s my Melancholy, to 
conſider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
coammitred, nor through Ignorance , or any 
Cynical Humour, bur only in pure Ovyerfighr, 
and Forgertulneſs, Ir 
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It was a long Time ere I could frame my 
Fingers ro handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, 


as is the Univerſal Cuſtom in theſe tern 


Parts; Whereas thou knoweſt, we make 
uſe of no other Inſtruments in Eating , bur 
our Fingers and Teeth, Whence it was, thar 
I could not ſometimes forbcar thruſting my 
Hand into a whole Dith of Meat ; which is 
counted a great Indecency in France. And 
after I was reconciled to thoſe Nicer In" rn- 
ments of Voluptuouſneſs, ſo as ro Carve my 
Meat 4 la Mode ; yer when once I had itn 
my own. Plate, I laid afide thoſe Tools as 
Uſeleſs, and tore it aſunder with my Fingers 
and Teeth, feeding 2 /a Turceſque, as the 
French call it 3 thar 1s, like a Muſſuiman. 
Nevertheleſs, no Body fuſpected me ; bur 
all theſe Miſcarriages paſs'd for Moldavian 
Barbariſms, the ſalvage Cuſtoms Bf that my 
ſuppoſed Country. I tell thee, that tho' the 
Manner of Eating among the French, ſeem 
to have ſomething more of Neatneſs and De. 
licacy in it; yet it appears full of Softneſs 
and Luxury, and I cannor in Reaſon prefer ir 
tro the more Natural and Simple Method of 
Diet, us'd in the Eaſt. Neither wou'd the 
Franks themſelves condemn us for Salvages in 
this Point, as they commonly do, did they 
bur conſider, that this. Negligence very well 
becomes Men: of the Sword ; and that in their 
Campapnes, their own:Generals. are ambitious 
" appear Careleſs in every Thing relating to 
their Body. 
Doubuleſs, the Ancient Romans, who broughr 
B 3 the 
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the Greareſt Part of the World under their 
Power, ſhunn'd all Finenefles in Diet and Ap- 
parel, till ſuch Time as their Manzers were 
debauched, and their Empire in its Doelzne. 
Our Annals record, That when Sultan Selim lay 
down with his Army before a certain Place, 
and the Governcour of the Town ſent Conm|/- 
fimers to treat with him about a Surrender ; 
they found him at Dinner, which conſiſted 
only. of Two or Fhree Onions, a little - Salt 
and Bread. 

Hiſtories alſo relate of the Faithful Omar, 
Succeſſor of the Prophet, That when he was 
with his Army not far from Feruſalem, the 
Nazarene Prince who govern'd that City , 
ſent a Spy into the Hoſt of the Muſſulmans, 
ro obſerve their Diſcipline, and bring hima 
Lively Character of rheir General. The Spy 
went accofding to his Maſter's Order. And 
having tarried: ſome Time in the Arabian 
Camp, rerurned again, and thus ſpoke to the 
Governonr. 

* Ir will be Needleſs ro recount every 
* Thing I obſerved among theſe Souldiers ; 
* fnce by whar I ſhall ſay of rheir Leader, 
* thou mayeſt comprehend the Manners of 
© them all : For they obey . him, and follow 
* his Example in every Thing, with Exqui- 
< ſire Silence and Modeſty. I ſaw Omar their 
* Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
< on a Camel, his Face Tawny and Scorch'd 
* by the Sun, in a Veſt of Perſian Cotton, 
* girded about with a Belt of Leather, at 
_ .* which hung a Cymetar and Dagger, with a 
* Knapſlack 
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*« Knapſack tied behind him like the Meaneſt 
* Souldier. I ſaw. him take out from thence 
« hard Crufts of Bread, ſhaking off the Husks 
« of Millet which ſtuck ro them 5 and ſaying, 
* In the Name of God, he Eat heartily of the 
« ſame. Then hedrank Water out of a Lea- 
« thern Bottle hanging by his Side ; And when 
« he had dons, he ſaid, Praz/e be to God. All 
*his Army made their Repaſt ar the ſame 
«Time, and in the fame Manner with Ad- 
© mirable Temperance, and ſuch an Order 


© 2nd ma 4 as I never ſaw before, neither 
S, 


*can 1 expre 

When the Prince heard this, he ſtood tilt 
a Conſiderable Time, muſfing as one Aſtoniſh- 
ed. Then turning ro the Seniors and Chief 
of the People who were preſent, he faid , 
«Ir is Neceſlary that we ſurrender our City 
* to theſe People; for they have the Smiles 
* of Heaven. Their Prophet. and their Law, 
©* oblige 'em to Temperance, Frugaliry, Obe- 
* dience and a Modeſt Deportment. Theſe 
« Virtues are certain Steps to Viory and Em- 
« pire. Beſides, I have reeeived a Trad;tion 
* from my Anceſtors, That a People ſhall 
* come our of Arabia, with a New Law and 
* Rel:zgion, which ſhall aboliſh all rhat wenr 
©® before it. They ſhall ſubdue Paleſtine and 
« Egypt, and ſhall build Moſques , wherein 
* their Prayers ſhall ſound like the Humming 


' * of Bees, Their Empire ſhall extend from 


* Eaſt to Weſt, and to the Extremities of the 
* Earth, This is what I have learned from 
* my Fore-Fathers, and which I. believe is 

B 4 * now 
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* now coming to paſs. Therefore it will be 
©* in vain to refit theſe Men; for they are In- 
* vincible by a Decree from Above. 

Thoſe that were about him, did not ap- 


prove. the Counſel of this Wiſe Nazarene, 


However, he ſent ro Omar, and obtained Fa- 
your for himſclf and his Famzly. 

Thon wilt fay, I'm got wide of the Mark 
of my Firſt Diſcourſe, which related ro my 
{elf, and not ro any of the Primitive Cazliphs : 
Burt 'tis impoſſible to reſtrain our Thoughts 
from roving. Some ſay, they hang together 
like the Links of a Chain; and tharone Idea 
being faſtened to another in our Memory, we 
muſter them in Rank and File, according to 
their proper Order, when we think, or make 
Reflections. God knows how 'tis. This 'm 
fure of, That when I wrire ro my Friends, I 
{ſtudy not to make an Elaborate Speech on't, 
as if I were penning an Orat:on ;z but purſu- 
ing my Firſt Intention ar Random, TI run on, 
letting one Thought and Ward beger ano- 
ther. 

Bur I was telling thee how great a Bunglee 
I was at firſt in all the Ceremonies and Man- 
ners of the Franks, which differ from thoſe 
of the Eaſt. I was as much to ſeek in my 
Addrefs, as an Af} would be to play on a 
Lute, according ro the Roman Proverb : Yet 
Time and Practice render'd all theſe Things 
Familiar and Eaſy. Now, methinks, I'm a 
thorow-pac'd Nazarene as to my Exteriour. 
I go to the Court, and the Temples with as 
much ſeeming Formality as the — 

| whit 
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whilſt, God knows, my Heart is ſomewhere 
elſe. All my Actions are our of their Natu- 
ral Byaſs, fo long as I am Abſent from the So- 
ciety of True Believers. 

In a word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, 
which Creature, when it is environ'd with 
Huntſmen and Dogs, counterfeirs a Barking 
like the Latrer, and fo paſſes undiſcoyer'd for 
one of their Company. 


Paris, 3d. of the 9th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 


L — 
—— 


"LETTER I. 


To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


] Am at this Time poſſeſsd with more Ap- 

prehenfions and Jealoufies, than an Old 
Infidel Uſurer. My Lodging affects me with 
greater Melancholy, than would a Priſon. 
And my Uneaſineſs is the ſame when I go out 
of Doors. Every Body that meers me, looks 
either as my Accuſer or my Fudge : And ſome 
appear as terrible as Executioners. By Day, 
my Imagination torments me like a- Fary ; 
and by Night, I am affrighred with Melan- 
choly Viſions. I dreamof nothing but Racks, 
Wheels, Saws, Gibbers, and ſuch like Inftru- 
ments of Humane Cruelty, Or that I am 
B5 in 


10 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. 


in ſome dark Dungeon, condemn'd to more 
Unſufterable Tortures, by Order of rhe Szare ; 
with Cardinal Mazarin, fitting by me like 
a Spaniſh Inquiſitor, andin the molt Tyran- 
nical Manner, threatning me with Pains, to 
which the Damn'd themſelves are wholly 
Strangers, if I will not confeſs what I am, 
and .reyeal the Secrets with which I am en- 
truſted. ; 

The Occaſion of theſe Terrors which haraſs 
me Night and Day, is this : I have for Four 
or Five Days together, found my ſelf dogg'd 
up and down Pars, by a Man whole Face I 
never ſaw before in my Life. Ler me go 
where I will, he's always at ſome Diſtance 
from me. If I ftand till, ſo does he : Or if 
] rurn back, he's quickly ar my Heels. I have 
endeayour'd by all the Prudent Methods I 
could rake to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churcbes : Bur all in vain; 
for till I encounter with the ſame Face. He 
purlues me like my Shadow. Neither Coach 
nor Boat, Land or Water, Houſe or Alley, 
can reſcue me from the Fellow's Eyes, who 
1s more quick-ſighred than Argus, and nim- 
bler than Mercury. He is very Cunning alſo 
inthis Buſineſs, and as dexterous as a Jugler, 
conveying himſelf when he pleaſes our of my 
Sight ; yet preſently after, he's in View a» 
gain, And if I chance to loſe him in the 
Dark, Iam ſure ro find him not far from my 
Lodging nexr Morning, 

This is it which gives me ſo much Diſtur- 
bance, and pierces me with a Thouſand Anxie- 

ries: 
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ties , For I know not what to conjecture of 
this Fellow's Deſign. Sometimes LI think he 
is employed by Cardinal Mazarini to watch 
my Motions, obſerve what Houſes and Com- 
pany I frequent, and trace me in all my Ap- 

intments, And I am the more confirm'd 
in this Suſpicion, when I reflect on my For- 
mer Impriſonment in this City, and the Oc- 
caſion of ir. Beſides, when I went Yeſter- 
day to ſee Eliachim the Few, this Spark fol- 
lowed me near to the Door : And tho” I rar- 
ried there Two full Hours, yer when I came 
our, I had not walked a Hundred Paces, be- 
fore I ſaw him again, footing it after me in a 
Careleſs manner, -with his Arms folded, and 
his Eyes fix'd on the Ground, as if he knew 
Nothing of the Matter. Thele are convin- 
cing Circumſtances, that he is ſer at Work 
by the Cardina/, or ſome Body elſe, to diſco- 
ver my Buſineſs. 

Burt when on the other Side, I conſider, 
that if the Cardinal ſuſpected me, he mighr 
go a nearer Way to work, and ſeize me in 
my Chamber, where my Letters would be- 
tray me; this Thought vaniſhes, and Iam ar 
a Loſs what to think. 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter 
JT had once with my S:ci/zan Maiter, who 
ſtrove to ſer the Rabble upon me in the 
Streers of Pars, but my berter Stars delivered 
me our of his and their Hands, whilſt, for 
ought 1 know, he drew upon himſelf the Mif- 
chief he defgn'd for me. However, when 1 


reflect on that Paſlage, I am apr to think he 
may 
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may be now in Paris, and having by ſome 
Accident ſeen me go in or out at my Lodging, 
contrives how to revenge himſelf on me, and 
uſes rhis Fellow's Afſiftance in compaſling 
his Ends. Perhaps, think I, he will cauſe 
me to be ſtabb'd or piſtoll'd ar fome conve- 
nient Seaſon ; Or, he will find our ſome 0- 
ther Way, leſs noiſy and more malicious to 
diſparch me. Ir may be he ſeeks ro entrap 
me, and render me Obnoxious ro the State. 
T have a thouſand Imaginations abour it, 
and know nor what to conclude. I value 
not my felf, nor am I careful to prolong a 
Miſerable Life for my own Sake. All that I 
can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
far ſhort of rempring me to skreen my ſelf 
from the Stroke of Death, by any Action Un- 
worthy of a Philofepher, and a Man. Bur the 
Dury and Aﬀection I owe to the Grand S:g- 
»'or's Service makes me willing ro live, till 
I have acquirred my ſelf of my Province with 
perfect Succeſs, that fo I may rertnrn to. Con- 
ftantinople with Honour. And then I care 
not how ſoon I poſt ro that Unknown World, 
where all the Generations of Mortals rake up 
their Erernal Reſt : For in this there's No- 
thing but Labour and Grief. 

In the mean Time, I know not what Con- 
duct tro uſe in this Emergency 3 Whether I'd 
beſt ro ſpeak to this Fellow, or diſſemble my 
Suſpicion ; Whether ir will be ſafe to truſt 
this Event to. the General Providence, or to 
ſacrifice him that gives me ſo much Diſquier, 
and ſo ſecure my Peace, I could eaſily have 

him 
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him diſparchd withour any farther Noiſe, 
Burt then my Conſcience would trouble me 
with afrer-Claps, leſt I ſhould have Murder'd 
a Man without Reaſon, which is expreſly for. 
bid by the Alcoran, Beſides, I ſhould always 
ftand in Fear of ſome Diſcovery, I proteſt, I 
am at a Loſs for want of Ample Inſtructions 
in ſuch Caſesas theſe, And 1 am weary of 
mentioning what I have fo often intimared 
already to the Miniſters of the Port, without 
any Dire&t Anſwer. However, F will do 
what my Reaſon ſuggeſts, and leave the E- 
vent to Deſtiny. _ 

Happy Mznifter, the Aﬀairs of this World 
are fullof dark Windings and Meanders; and 
we have all need ofa Guide or a Clew to con- 
duct us through 'em. . May that Omnipreſent 
affift us, whenever we are catch'd in a Knor, 
or loſt in a Labyrinth of Difficulties, 


Paris, 3d. of the 9th, Mon, 
of the Tear 1659. 
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LETTER IL. 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſi- 
dent of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


HY Venerable Diſpatch 1 received with 

Kiſſes, and a Tranſport of Joy, I 
Thrice touch'd my Eye-lids with the Paper 
of High Efteem, and as oft I laid it ro my 
Breaſt. I broke up the Seals with Modeſty 
and Revyerence, and. my Greedy Eyes de- 
vour'd the Lines of Profound Wiſdom ; the 
Sentences and Aphoriſms worthy to be written 


in Letters of Gold, Then 'twas I bleſs'd the 


Hour of my Nativiry, and the more Hap 
Moment wherein I Firſt had the Honor of thy 
Familiariry and Friendſhip : O thou Sincere 
and Eximious Patron of ſuch as love the Sci- 
ences | Renowned for thy Learning and Pro- 
biry of Manners! Prince of the Alfaquri's and 
Doors | Crown of the Sage Aſſembly of Philo- 
fophers | Oracle of the Age! 

Glory be to God, =", oh neither Beginning 
nor End ; Who alone poſſeſſes the Infinite Ex- 
panſe and Life Erernal ; Whois Ador'd by the 
Inhabitants of Heaven, of Earth and of Hell 
| Benedictions on Michae!, Gabriel, Iſraphiel, 

Ithuriel, Feremiel, Haſmariet, and on all the 
Happy Minifters of his Divine Majeſty ; as 
alſo on the Ange! of Death. Peace to the 
True Believers on Earth, and Salvation to 
the Devils and Damn'd, after they have ac- 

compliſh'd 
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compliſh'd their Penance in Hell, and the 
Term of Wrath (hall be Expir'd. 
An Univerſal Charity dilates my Heart ; 


7. 7 Iembrace with Love all the Creatures of God. 
{ This is owing to the Seaſfonable Arrival of thy 
Le Letrer: For at the Moment when thar came, 


I was plung'd in ſo deep a Melancholy, thar 
h Þ I cou'd hardly afford a Kind Thought for any 
I 7 Thing on Earth, and I perfectly hated my {elf. 
T |} TI have theſe Firs of Sadneſs often, -it being an 
Y Effect of my Conſtitution. 
4 Art thoſe Seaſons Life appears an mg 
a table Burden, and all the Buſtle and Noile of 
: Mortals a Vain Fatigue. My Senſes, which 
| at other Times adminiſter Delight and Plea- 
Z fure, are now the Inſtruments of Anguiſh and 
7 Pain, Every Thing I ſee and hear, diſguſts 
* me.' I abhor my Neceſſary Food. Neither 
% can the Sweeteſt Odors, or ſofreſt Strains of 
* Mvuſick bring me into a berrer Temper ; Till 
” Sleep Ecliples the Light of ray buſy Imagina- 
7 Trion, and puts out every glaring Thought, 
i Then my Soul rakes her Repoſe : And ftealing 
from my Body, enters into the Shady Vale 
of Viſions, and ſports with Innocent Idea's, 
Thus having diverted my ſelf with jumbling 
> Monſtrous Eſſences together, and hurling one 
5 Chimera at another, I return again to my 
* Body, and Sighing awake, griev'd that I cou'd 
| not longer ſtay in that Meock-IH/orld, where I 
/ Ccou'd have wiſh'd my Reſidence for Ever, 
rather than in th#, which gives me ſo much 
Real Pain, Thus is my Anguiſh renew'd 
with the Morning, Light is more Irklom r9 
me 
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me than Darkneſs, and the Day which brings 
Toy to other Mortals is more terrible ro me | 


than Night, and the Shadow of Death. 


I complain to the Elements, but they will | 


not hear or regard me. All Nature ſeems to 
laugh at my Afiction, and the Beaſts of the 
Field triumph o'er me. As for Men, here are 
none bur Infidels, my profeſsd Enemies ro 
whom I can vent my Sorrows: And I'm 
aſham'd to make a Woman my Confeſſor, tho' 
*rwere my own Mother, who lives in Paris, 
and daily ſees me. 

Tf in this dolorous Condition I prepare wy 
ſelf with rhe accuſtom'd Purifications of the 
Law, and addreſs to the Omnipotent, I know 
not where to find him: His Eſſence is Un- 
fearchable, and flies from Human Thoughr. 
I calt him aloud by his Ninety Nine Adorable 
Names, bur receive no Anſwer. I repeat his 
Incomprehenfible Attributes, but all ro no 


Purpole. In a Word, I ſay and do all that - 


the Law enjoyns, the Prophet counſels, Holy 
Perſons recommend, or my own Reaſon ſug- 
geſts, as proper Means to obtain the Fayor of 
Heaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity : Bur 
find no Comfort. And, for ought I know, 
that Spaniard might as ſoon be heard, who 

ing ignorant what Form of Prayer to uſe, 
rehears'd the Four and Twenty Letters of the 
Alphabet, defiring God to form ſuch Words 
our of 'em, as beſt expreſs'd rhe Petitioner's 
Neceffiies. 

I tell thee, Illuſtrious Prelate, afrer I'm 
tyr'd with Vocal Devotions, I have Recourſe 
ro 
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to Contemplation. I examine my Paſt Life, 


J and find thar 1 my ſelf am the Source of my 
4 own Melancholy, in nor ftrictly obeying the 


4 Law of the Prophet, the Precepts of the Se- 


ors, and the Dictares of my Conſcience : 


$ And all 'this, for the Sake of Loyalty ro the 
$ Grand Signior, and in Confidence of the Muf- 
7 ts Diſpenſation, Now I ask of thee, Whe- 


ther it be Lawful ro commit a Thouſand Vi- 


| ces; that I may only acquir my ſelf fairly in 


'3 One Virtue? Or, to think, rhar in ſuch Caſes, 


the Mufti has Power to diſannul the Expreſs, 


' -Poſitive Injundtions of our Holy Law-giver ? 


Is the Empire of the Faithful to be ſerv'd by 
the Infideliry and —_—_— of Muruſſul- 
mans ? Or the Truth to be ſupported by Lyes 
and Perjuries ? 

I tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall 
be in, when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, 
That I have preferr'd the Favour of Men, to 
the Smiles of Heaven. I know not whar to 
do, Oh, that I were in the Parching De- 
farts of Libya, or any the moſt Unfrequented 
Solirude of Egypt ! A Companicn of Dragons, 
and other Hortid Monſters of Africk! rather 
than in this Station, which renders my Life a 
Hell upon Earth, and rorments me with Half 
the Dilquiers of the Damr'd. 

Bur if this appears too Extravagant and 
Deſperate a Thought, ler me ar leaſt wiſh my 
ſelf ar Fez, the meaneſt of thy Slaves, or of 
the Incomparable Myuſu Abu! Yahyan , of 
whom thy laſt Letter gave ſo high a Chara- 
cter, I have addreſs'd a Diſpatch ro him, 
hoping 
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hoping for the Honour of his Friendſhip and} T 
Correſpondence. U 


Let not the Liberty I've taken to tell thee Y p! 
of my Sadneſs, diſcourage thee from wri- ic 
ting: Bur reft aſſur'd, that whenever thou 4 / 
ſhalt vouchſafe me'a Letter, tho” I were in } 6 
the Agonies of Death, *'rwould call me back 


again. ( 

: , 
x Paris, 25th. of the 9th. Moon, = 
| of the Tear 1659. © 4 « 


ik 
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LETTER IV. 


|; To the Kaimacham. 


T Hl Nazarenes are very Fertile in New % 
> Religions. Europe is a Wildernels over- Þ 
run-with Monſtruous Se&s and Hereſies, Eve- ? 
ry Age produces freſh Pretenders ro Prophecy * 
and Divine Revelation. Error is Prolifick 
« and multiplies Infinirely, whilft Truth re- 
mains the ſame for Ever, and is comprehen- 
ded in a few Rules. | 
— Of late Years there are a Sort of People 
ſprung up in England, Holland, Germany, and 
other Parts of the North, boaſting of a New 
Commiſſion given them from Heaven, to 
Preach rhe Everlaſting Truth, reform the 
Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead Peo- 
ple the only Infallible Way to g__ 
cir 
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Their Addreſs is Plain and Simple, Bold and 
Uniform, ufing no other Ceremonies or Com- 
pliments in their Diſcourſe or Carriage to Per- 


I ſons of the Greateſt Duality, than ro the 
J /:/2ar, and thoſe of the moſt Inferiour 


Rank. 

They ſtile themſelves, The True Seed, the 
Offipring of Jacob, Jews of the Promiſe , If 
raelites without Fraud, with ſuch like vain 
Titles ; bur by others they are generally call'd 
Puakers. 

"They ſay the Ring-Leader of this People, 
profefſes himſelf ro te the Meſſiss, being in 
all Parts of his Body and Features of his 
Face like Feſus the -Son of Mary : Or at leaſt 
'tis obſery'd, That he exatly- reſembles thar 
Ponrtraiture of him which Publius Lentuls 
ſent to the Senate of Rome out of Fudea, 
when he was Governour of that Province. 
Hence his Follewerz. ſcruple not to call him 
Feſus, The Beauty of Ten Thouſand, The Only 
begotten Son of God, The Prophet who # to 
Seal up all Things, the Prince of Peace, King 
of Ifracl, Fudge, Conſolation and Hope of the 
World. 

When he travels, his Diſciples atrend him 
bare-headed ( which, thou knoweſt, is a To- 
ken of Reverence among the Franks) yet 
they never uncover to any other Mortal, He 
rides on Horſeback, whill they walk on Foot 
before, behind, and on each- Side of him, 
ſpreading their Garments in the Way through 


which he paſſes, The Hoots of his Beaſt 
tread 
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tread only on Silks, or other Coſtly Stuffs. 
And as they enter any Town or City, they 
Chaunt aloud his Praiſes, proclaming him 
the Son of David, and Heir of the Divine 
Promiſes. 

All his Followers pretend ro be Prophets, 


boaſting of ſtrange Illuminations and Rap- | 


tures, forerelling Things to come, and re- 


proaching the Vices of Governours and the #! 
Greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs which has | 
bur few Precedents. In a word, they every ' 
where preach, Thar God is laying the Foun- | 


dation of a New Monarchy, which ſhall de- 
| troy all the Reſt in the World, and ſhall 
neyer have an End ir ſelf, 


his gives a Jealouſy to the States where 


they live, and therefore they are perſecuted 
in all Places. Yer they appear very conſtant 
in their Sufferings, and tenacious of the Dy» 
Frinesthev preach. <; 

They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble 
one of our Muſſulman Sets, who aſflert , 
That Feſws the Son of Mary ſhall return 
again upon Earth: Thar he ſhall Marry and 


beger Children, be Anointed King of the Na-. 


tions Who believe in One God, and in this Glo- 
rious State ſhall reign Forty Years. After 
which he ſhall ſubdue Antichriſt, and then 
ſhall follow the Diſſolution of all Things, 
Yer the Orthodox Believers reject this Tenet 
as Fabulous. Neither is there any Counte- 
nance given to it in thatVerſicle of the Alco- 
ran, where it is ſaid, Thou Mahomert ſhalt ſee 
thy Lord return in the Clouds ; Since that on» 


ly 


hos ts, _ > 
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ly intimates the Glorious Deſcent which Mzo- 
FA ; Feſus and Mahomet (hall make from 
Paradiſe , with Enoch , Elias, and the One 
Hundred Twenry Four Thouſand Prophets, 
to aſſemble the Elect at the Day of Fudg- 
ment. 

If thou would'ſt have my Opinion of theſe 


{ New Religionifts in Europ?, and their Leader 3 


# I rake him to be an Impoſtor, and his Follow- 


ersto be either Fools or Mad-Men. Even juſt 
ſuch another Crew, as thoſe who follow'd 
Moſeileima, in the Days of our Holy Law- 


\ Giver, This. was an Arabian Impoſtor, who 


pretended to fer up for a Prophet, and at- 
tempted to compoſe a Book like the Alcoran. 
Byr he was Infatuated with a Vain Arro- 


gance, and there was no Truth or Elegance 


in his F/ritings, no Juſtice on his Side, nor 
Underſtanding in him or his Parry. To be 
ſhort, both he and rhey were all cur ro pieces 
in the Vale of Akreb, by the Troops of Abu- 
Bacroſſadic, the Firſt Cailiph. 

As ro theſe Modern Seducers, they are not 
Men of Arms, but a Herd of Silly, Infigni- 
ficant People, aiming rather to heap up Ri. 
ches in Obſcurity, than to acquire a Fame by 
any Heroick Undertaking. "They are Gene- 
rally- Merchants or Mechanicks, and are ob- 
lerv'd ro be very Punual in their Dealings, 
Men of few Words in a Bargain, Modeſt 
and Composd in their Deportment, Tempe- 
rate in their Lives, and uting great Frugality 
in all things. In a word, They are ſingularly 
Induſtrious, ſparing ng Labour or Pains ro 

encrea(e 
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encreaſe their Wealth ; and ſo Subtle and In. 
ventive, that they wou'd if poſſible, extract 
Gold out of Aſhes. Iknow none that excel 
them in their Caracters, but the Fews and 
the Banians, » ile Former being the Crafrieſt 
of all Men, and the Larter fo ſuperlarively 
Cunning, that they will over-reach the De- 
vil. | 

Bur theſe are no Signs of a Pure Religion ; 
For that only preſcribes the Methods of with- 
drawing and ——_— the Soul from the 
Contagion of Earthly Things, and of uniting 
ittothe Deity, which 1s its Sourſe. 

Iluſftrions Kaimacham , I bid thee Adieu, 
praying that thou and I may art laſt meer in 
that Center of all Things, after our Varioas 
Epicycles and Excurſions in this Lower 


World, 


\ Paris, 15th. of the 11th, Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 


{ 


} 
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LETTER V. 
To the Same. 


[ Sent a Diſpatch ſome Moons paſt to the 
Cadileſquer of Romeli, Guardian of the 
Imperial Canons, O_— of the Laws of 
Equity ; wherein I inform'd him of the Ad- 
yances that were made in order to a Peace 
berween France and Spain. Now I can affure 
thee, that Peace is concluded, and rhe Ars 
$ ::cles Sign'd on both Sides by the T'wo Pleni- 
potentiaries, 
$ 1 need nor repeat whar I particularly rela- 
I ted to that Grandee, My Letters are all pub- 
liſh'd in the Divan, and Regiſter'd, Yer it 
} will not be unwelcome perhaps to thee, to 
- hear with what ae of PunRilio, theſe 
Infidel Miniſters mer to accompliſh an At 
q fair, whereondepends the Interelt and Honor 
of their Reſpective Maſters, the Happineſs 
of the Two Kingdoms, and the General Byaſs 
of all the eſt. 

There is a little I/and form'd by the River 
Bidaſſea, call'd the Iſle of Pheaſants, through 
the Middle of which, a Line is drawn which 
exactly ſeparates the Territories of both Moe- 
narchs, is Place was agreed on for the 
Y Interview of the Two Miniſters. Each had 
Y his Bridge to enter the I/and in thar Part 
JF which belong'd to his Maſter. And overthe 

Line of Separation was erected a large Divan 
or 
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or Council-Room, to be enterd only by Two 

Private Doors, one out of Cardinal Maza- 

rini's Lodgings, rais'd on the French Side of 

the Council-Room, the other out of Don Lovis 

Sy Apartment, built on the Spaniſh 
—_ 

Each of rheſe Miniſters was accompany'd 


by ſeveral Princes, and Grandees of the Court, ' 
and above Sixty other Perſons of Duality , ? 
with a Guard of Four Hundred Horſe and * 


Foot, to ſecure their Bridges, and the Place 
of Conference, In a word, Things were ma- 


nag'd with ſo much Moderation and good * 
Succeſs, that the Mareſcha! de Gramont was 
ſent'Embaſſador Extraordinary into Spain, and © 
receivid at that Court with Infinite Civilities ' 


and Honour. 

The Subject of his Negotiation, was to trear 
of a Match between the King his Maſter, and 
the Infanta of Spain. His Condadt and Ad- 
dreſs were ſuch, 'as ſoon procur'd the Catho- 
%ck King's Conſent: And from that Time 
the Marſhal approach'd the Infanta with 


more than ordinary Submiſſions , efteeming ® . 
her now as the 2ucen of France, Soon after 2? 
this, the Nuptial Contra, and the Peace | 


was murually Sign'd, ro rhe Immenle Joy of 
the Subjets of both Sides, who were very glad 
ro exchange the Toils and Calamities of War, 
for the Sweets and Profit of Peace. 

Ir will be needleſs ro inſert here all the A4r- 
ticles on which they agreed, Two will be 
worth the Knowledge of rhe Supreme Divan. 


And thole are, the Releaſe of Charles Duke of 


Lorrain, 
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Lorrain, on the Spaniſh Kjng's Side; And on 
the Part of the King of France, the Reitau- 
ration of the Prince of Conde .to the Free Pol- 
ſeffion and Enjoyment of all his Eſtates, Ho- 
nours, Dignities and Priviledges, as the Fir/# 
Prince of the Reyal- B.ood; with the Govern= 
ment of the Provinces of Bourgoigne and 
Breſſe. 
S A little before theſe Articles were Sign'd, 
J the Young Prince of Spain dy'd ſnddainly , 
not having ſeen Twelve Moons. I mention'd 
the Birth of this Royal Infant -in one of my 
I Letters, -and the Extraordinary Solemnigies 
A thar were made thereupon by the Kznp of 
4 Spain, and his Embaſſadors art. Foreign Courts. 
# Thele Infide/s appear in all things yoo. paiic- 
7? narely affeted with the Glories of our Mortal 
| State, which ar the Height are bur Tranſient 
: Shadows, or ſomething lets Contiderable, 

I'm amaz d at the bold Rebellion of the 
Baſſz of Aleppo, and that he ſhou'd endea- 
vour to cheat the Empire with (o ſtale an In- 
poſture, as a Sham-Son of Ammrart, Yet it 
.leems he made. a Conliderable Progreſs under 
this Prerence. Some were glad of Novelty, 
F others were trightned ont. of their Allegiance * 
| Whilſt. only a few ſerv'd. his. Intereſt 1n pure 
2} Diſcontent and Hopes ro-atnend their Forrune, 
The Country People are generally oppreſsd 
by their Governeurs, and 'is no Wonder if 


+ they rake up Arms for one that promiſes ro 


deliver 'em from their Calamities, This is 
$ the Ulual Prerexrt of all Innovations in the 

vrate, The Soldiers —_ detrauded of their 
Es poo 
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due Pay ; and then they're ready to Fight un. } 


der the next General that brings moſt Money 
with him. Neither are there wanting Male- 
contents among the Grandees at ſuch Times, 
ro foment and abett an Inſurret7on. 


All theſe Events proceed from the Ill Con- | 
duct of rhe Supreme Miniſters, who alone ® 
are Reſponſible for the Miſcarriages of the * 


State. 


Illaftrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the F 


O:toman Government is out of Order ; I wiſh ZE 


Fate does nor pull it in Pieces, as a Neceſfary 
Step to its Amendment, Adieu 


Paris, 2d. of the laſt Moon, 
of the Year 1659. - 


—_— ———— 
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LETTER VL 


To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Emprre. 


Wiſh thee all Imaginable Joy of thy New 


Dignity 3 yer queſtion, whether rhon or 
thy Fredeceſſer be the Happier Man. *Tis a 
vaſt Honour indeed, and artended with Im- 
menſe Profit, to ſervein this Station the moſt 
High, moſt Potent and moſt Invincible Mer- 
2arch on Earth. Bur art theſame Time, there's 
Infinite Toil and Farigue in it, with Abun- 
dance” of Perils, From all which the Fortu- 

£ nate 
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nate Muzlu 1s now deliver'd, and they are 
fale. © become thy Portion. | 
As for him, IT cannot but efteem him 
Happy, in that he has gor Permiſſion to re- 
Jon. & tire to his Country.Seat, our of the Crowd and. 
lone © Noiſe of the Ciry, and from the Stifling Buſi- 
' the & neſſes of State, which choak the more Inno- 
7 cent and Narural Delights of the Sou/, Now 
the & he is fully reftor'd to the Elements, and to 
viſh Z himſelf ; whereas before, the perperual Hurry 
ary | of the Court, made him in Parr a Stranger ro 
$ Both : For there a Man inſenſibly loſes Ac- 
Z quaintance with his own moſt Intimate Aﬀes- 
| &ions: His Spirit is alienated amidit rhe 
'# Multipliciry of his Concerns; 'tis ſtrerch'd on 
* the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares and Inqui- 
i _ > *ris divided, ſhatrer'd and rent in 
| Pieces. 
Beſides, were he as free from theſe diſtra- 
Cting Thoughts as a Santone; yer the very 
el Neceflity of living always in a City, was 
; enough to render him Miſerable. For I eſteem 
'E, © ſuch a Confinement, no better than a Priſon 
| p ar Large ; and nor far from being buried 
ay } Alive. | 
or } Tisrrue, Conſtantinople has rie Advantage 
2 } ofall the Cities in the World, for the Delighr- 
n. | falneſs of its Siruarion ; the Houſes being fo 
+ © Pleafantly intermix'd with fair Gardens, and 
the Streers refreſh'd with cool Breezes from 
| the Sea, Ir looks at a Diſtance like a Town 
% in a Wood; or one may term it, a Foreſt 
2 compos'd of Minarets and Cyprefſe, The 
Terrafles afford agreeable Proipects of the 
2 © 2 Neigh- 
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Neighbouring Fields and Mountains : And | 


*ris pleaſant to ſtand on the Water-Side, and 


view the Innumerable Variety of Boats and 


Veſſels Sailing from one Port to another , 
with all the other Divertiſements on the Sea, 


and the Beautiful Mixture of Palaces and * 
Groves, Chioſcs and Gardens, Seraglio's and + 


Villages which grace'the Oppoſite Shore. O 
Lueen of Cities, Miſtreſs of Kingdoms, Glory 
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of Nations, Commandreſi and Sanfiuary of J- 


the Whole Earth! Thrice Happy ſhou'd I 


count my felf, if T might have the Favour 1 


to reſide within thy Venerable Walls, and ex- 


change the polluted Society of Infidels, for 


that of True Believers. 

How often do I languiſh to ſee the Glir- 
tering Creſcents, the Triumphant Enfigns of 
the O:tomans, on the Tops of the Minarets 
in the Imperial City > How oft do I wiſh my 
ſelf proſtrate on rhe Carpets of the Sacred 
M-zſques, in the devour Afemblies of the 
Faithful, Adoring the Eternal in Perfection 
of Sanfiity ? Whereas, now I'm forc'd to go 
into the Temples of Idolaters, to kneel and 
bow down before Stocks and Statues, ro join 
ſeemingly with Unbelievers, and pray to that 
which has no Life, nor Senſe, nor he 

How do I envy the Blefſed Stare of the 
meaneſt Artizan in Conſtantinople, who daily 
feeds on the wholeſom ' Pillaw of the Eaſt, 
and drinks the delectable Sherberts, or Wa- 
rers tinCtur'd with the Rich Fruits of Greece ? 
Whercas, I am compell'd ro eat Meats for- 
bidden iy our Holy Propher, and to render my 

| Sous 
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Soul Execrable by an Impure and Prophane 
Dier, or I muſt Starve. For, theſe Uncir- 
cumcis'd are more Abominable than Ravens 


J and Vultures, ro whom the moſt filrhy Car- 


1:08 18 a Dainty, And to cloak their Un- 
cleannels. rhey corrupt their own Geſpel, and 
forge a Toleration from the Meſſias himlſelt. 
As if that Holy Prophet,” who in every the leaft 
Tittle obey'd- the Law of Myſes, and cr 


f himſelf as-an Example for his Followers ro 


imirate, cou'd be guilry of Contradicting 
thoſe Divine Precepts, and running Counter 
ro his own Practice, in recommending Un- 
cleanneſ} and Libertiniſm. No: the Admi- 
rable Son of Mary, was the moi: Temperate 
and Abtemious Wan in the World, and bottr 


* in his Words and Actions preach'd up thoſe 
* Vertues to others ;| having often expreſly 
| declar'd ro his Diſciples, That he came not to 


aboliſh the Law , but ts refine and perfeft 
#t, 
He was Circumcisd on the Eighth Day 
afrer his Nativity, according to the Injun- 
tion of Moſes, and the conſtant Practice of 
the Sons of Iſrael. In.a Word, through the 
whole Courſe of his Life, he never deviated 
from the Traditions of his Fender, the Seni- 

ors of the Houſe of Facob, | 
'Tis true, he frequently argued againſt the 
many Trivial Superſtitions of fthe Phariſees, 
who evacuated the more Efehtial Points of 
rhe Law, by ſuperinducing a/Number of In- 
fignificant Ceremonies : But {he never open'd 
his Mouth againſt any Poſitive Precept ; 
C 3 ſack 
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they were ro make of Meats, diſtinguiſhing 
the Impure from the Clean, Yer, the Chri- 
Ntians dclude themſelves with a Falſe Belief, 
that he gave 'em a Difpenſation to eat any 
Thing wirhour Caution or Reſerve. 


Hence ir is, that they defile themſelves ? 


with Swines-Fleſh and Creeping Things, and 
Blood is in all their Diſhes. They ſcruple nor 


to eat of that which died of it ſelf, and ban- *' 
= as freely with what was knock'd down or 
rangl'd, as we wou'd do with the Fleſh of a 


Beaſi that -was Kill'd in Pronouncing the 
Name of God, The Shambles here afford no 


other Proyifion bur fuch as this ; and he that *' 


will not Eat that which is an Abomination 
to a Muſſulman, muſt be contented - with 
Herbs. This I reckon as one of the Greateſt 
of my Misfortunes, and it makes me burn 
with Deſire to return to Conſtantinople, 

Yer, after all, I ſhou'd think my ſelf far 
more Happy, if I might have the Liberty ro 
ſpend the Reſt of my Days in my Native 
— : Jo great an Admirer I am of a Ruy 
ral Life, and Solirude. And 'tis for this Rea» 
fon, I count thy Predeceſſor a Happy Man, in 
having the Privilege of a ſweet mo ; 
where he may take Breath from the vain Im- 
portunity and Buſtle of Morrals. 

In the mean Time, there is a Species of Fe- 
licity in thy Employment : And thou can'(t 
not be calld Miſerable, ſo long as thou ac- 
quitteſt rhy {elf fairly, and enjoyeſt the Fa- 
your of thy Sovereign. 


Vol. VL. 


ſuch as were thoſe which limited the Choice | 


ee —_—— —_ mm —_ 


— —— — + 


4 bs. a + airs” 


a At —-e, 


Vol.VI. « Spyat PARIS. 


3k 


I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curi- 


& ous to know the Chara&ers of Foreign States, 


with the various Intereſts of Nazarene Prin- 


G ces; The Intrignes of theſe Weſtern Courts 


their Overtures of Peace and War ; And 


# the different Laws, Maxims and Cuſtoms by 
$ which the People are Govern'd, Thy Conver- 
7 ſation with Embaſſadors at the Port, will fur- 
2# niſh thee with Abundance of Uſeful Remarks 
# in this Kind : Bur, ſince thou m_—_ me tr0- 


ſend my Obſervarions,I will hereafter obey thy 
Commands in Succeflive Letters. For, this 1s 


{ roo large a Theme for one Diſpatch. 


Ar-preſent, thou mayſt receive and Regiſter 
true News, That the Peace between France 
and' Spain has been Sign'd by both Kings, and 
Solemnly .publiſh'd throughout their Terr:to- 
ries, With In ible Joy and-Magnificence. 
Ir is certain alſo, that the King of Sweden is 


” dead, and the Duke of Orleance, Uncle to the 


x 
- 
} 


* French King : Which has in ſome meaſure 


ualify'd the Mirth of the French on this Occa- 
10n. Afſuredly, Human Afairs are Equally 


[ checquer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſs' comes 


not to us in Pure Unmix'd Streams. Death 
keeps an even Pace, and knocks as boldly ar 
the Gates of Kings, as at the Cottages of the 
Meaneſt Slaves. 

Ir is the Parrof a Wiſe Man to be always re- 
fign'd ro Heaven, and prepar'd for the worſt E- 
vents: As forthe Beſt, they never come amils. 


Paris, 17th. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Year 1660. * 
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LETTER VI. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 
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QHall I converſe with thee, as Horace us'd 
to do with his Friends over a Glaſs of Ge- 
nerous Wine ? Ler us lay aſide. Maſques for 
; a while, and difcourſe with open Souls. . I 
* believe thou haſt as equal a Veneration for 
our Holy Prophet, as I ;'and haſt been Edu- 
cated in all the Tenderneſſes of Piety, the 
Nicetics of Divine Love, as our Melahbs are 
pleas'd ro call ir, We have been both of us 
j Careful to riſe before the Sun, and ſay our 
Oraiſons every Morning in a Demy-Trance, 
that is, Half a-fleep, and Half a-wake. This, 
no doubr, is a neceſſary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no leſs follicirous in bribe 
the other Four Hours of Prayer. Either of ! 
us wou'd' have counted it an Irreligious Neg- 
þ ligence, if we had ſeen a Piece of Paper on 
# the Ground, and had not ſtoop'd to' rake it 
up, with Reverence wiping oft the Dirr, and 
kifling the Tabula Raſa, on which Men ule 
to write the Name of God. As if 'twere nor 
an Equal Argument of __ , to ſecure 
from Prophanation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or 
any Thing whereon 'rwere pollible ro En- 
grave or Print the All-Myſterious Charaers ; 
Nay, or the very Sands themſelves, which , 
as {ome ſay, were the F:zrſt Books on Earth. 
However, if they were not the Firſt, we are 
| ture 
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ſtamp their Memorrs, or draw them out in 
perceptible Figures on the Surface of the 
Earth : Witneſs rhe Old Ship-wreck'd Phi- 
loſopher, who being caſt aſhore in an Un- 
known Land, ſoon trac'd out the Manners of 


rhe People, by certain Mathematical Im- 
EZ preſſions which he found in the Sands: For, 
he concluded rheſe to be the very Foor-ſteps. 
# of Humanity and Vertue. Bur, to return to 


the Bus 'neſs of Religion : We have been Obe- 
dient to the Inſtructions of our Fathers and 
Tutors ; Zealous in obſerving every Pun#ilio 


| of Traditional Piery. We have Faſted, Pray'd, 
3 Waſhd, and given Alms, art the Appointed 


Seaſons, and in the Manner preſcrib'd by the 


3 Law. All theſe, I own, are Commendable 


Exerciſes. Bur, methinks, they are nor the 
Solid and Subſtantial Parrs of True Religion. 


$ 1 hare Hypocrily, and the devour Wanton- 
? neſs of thoſe who think ro mock God with 
| Ceremonies and Empty Forms. It were much 


better ro mix with the Jdolatrous Rites of 
Bacchus ( if they deierve that Epithet ) and 
rant in Honour of Erernai Wine, talk Repu» 
ted Blaſphemy, and reform fiie Model of the 
Univerſe ; 1 ſay, Td chute to do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat my felt with Empty 
Hopes of gaining Paradiſe, for aCting ro the 
Life, the Shams ot Pious Mimickry. 

I would not have thee think, that. whar 
I have now ſaid, proceeds from any Contempr 
of the Eternal Majeſty. 
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By thofe fair Heavens above, and all the 


Immortal Spangles of the Sky, I ſwear, there's | 


not a Faculty in Mahmut's Soul, which is 
not fill'd with Gratirade and Venerarion , 
which does not burn wih' Flames of Sacred 
Love to the Adorable Fountain of All Things. 
In a word, TI only firive to reſcue my Friend 
from the Attempts of Piows Frauds, the 
Religous Burleſques of our Mollab's and 
Muft;” s. 

Believe, my Dear Dgnet, That there is a 
God, a Firſt Cauſe, a Fuſt Fudge preſiding 0- 
ver the Horld: Believe allo bis Prophet, rhe 
Holy, the Beloved, Mahomet, the Minion , 
as I may ſay, of the Omnzpotent. But, have 
ſome Faoth alfo for the Reſt of his Meſſen- 
gers and Favourites. Let nor Hal: be thoughr 
of, without ſome Inward Flurry's of Devoti- 
2ion, He was a Muſſulman, and the Fourth 
Cailiph, tho his Followers be damn'd Hereticks 
in our- Divinity, Had Right taken Place, 
perhaps he had been the Fir? of the Vicars, 
#ur his Cauſe was ſuperſeded by his Abſence. 


Ler him, and rhar, re* till the Final Inqui= - 


fition : And acknowledge, that I have ſaid roo 
little for a Sch7ai, and not roo much for a 
Stumnr. 

I knaw no Reaſon alſo, why we ſhow'd 
not reverence the Memories of Mercury, Or- 
#heus, Cadnus, Melifſus, Faunus, and the 
Reſt of the Ancient Sages and Lawpivers, 
who Inftructed the Nations of the- Earth in 
the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to A- 
dore One Supreme God, to believe the Immor. 
| tality 


< 
" we Af * 4 + % = r =o» - M md 
So. 4 FA, AY - 
þ © 8 _ Go wt -_ 


, 
a = of ous # 


bn ot ar 
np PETR” 4 Go. dt hn... 


Is 


1 volvI. « Spy a PARTS: 


q ſip were different from ours, and 
7 pollured with an Unjuftifiable Adoration of 
J Images ? What tho' their Altars reek'd with 
I the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, and ſometimes - 
J ſmoak'd even with Humane Sacrifices > Theſe 
* Barbarous Rites were not Inſtitnted by the Firſ# 


35 
$ :ality of the Soul, and to pradtife Good 
2 Porks. 

3 What, tho' the Ceremonies of their Wor- 


perhaps - 


2 Oracles of Religion, Illuminared Souls, Nun- 


4 cio's from God to this Lower H/orld: Bur, they 
7 were afterwards ſuper-induc'd through the 
7 Corruption of Times, the Avarice of. Prieſts, 
=” and the Superſtition of rhe People. 

{ ought we know, our own Hiſtorians have not 
{ been Imparrial in-relating the Truth. 


And for 


There is an Innate Envy berween Peopl 
of different Families and Nations., Both H/+: 
and our Fathers that deſcend-from Abraham 
by Iſmael, and the Fews- who are his Poſte- 
rity by Tſaac, have been too favourable to the 
Offspring of that Beloved of God. We gene- 
rally entertain and cheriſh a Specifick Pride on 
the Score of our I/luſtrious Pedigree : Eſpe- 
cially the Fews, who will not allow any Peo- 
ple on Earth to be their Equals, either in Point 
of Antiquity, the Nobzlity of their Race, or 
the Innumerable Multitude of their Brethren. 
Whereas they confider not, that they are 
diſpersd up and down over the whole Earth, 
ike Sheep withour a Shepherd, not permitted 
to poſſeſs a Cubir of Land which they can call: 
rheir own: Contemn'd, hated, and made a 
Proverhial Scoff among alt Nations : Infa-- 


mous- 
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Character: Finally, in their preſent. Circum- 
ſtances, the moſt Spurious and Ignoble of all 
the Sons of Adam, except the Kafars.. of Ethio- 
pia, who feed on the Guts and Dung of 
Beaſts. 

'Tis true indeed, their Anceſtors made a 
Confiderable Figure in the World in the Days 
Of Solomon and other Victorious Kings, during 
their Poſſeflion . of Paleſtine, And yet in 
thoſe very Times, they were often humbled 
and led away into Captivity, by the more 
Fortunate Kings of Babylon, Perſia, and Aſ- 
ſyria, and afterwards ſubdu'd by the: Grect- 
ans ; till art laſt they were totally Ruined, 
their Cities laid Waſte, their Temple burnt 
w Afhes, and their Country quite diſpeopled 
by the Romans. 

W we aſcend yet higher ro their Celebra- 
iced Mipration out of Epypt, of which their 
own Hiſtorians make ſuch a Noiſe, and tell ſo 
many Fabulous Wonders, We fhall find a 
very Mean and Contemprible Character given 
of 'em by E:yptian Writers, and thoſe of 0- 
ther N4tions, Men of as great Authority, as 
Zoſephns, or any other Fewiſh Hiſterian. Mas 
ethos a- Prieſt of Egypt, calls 'em a Crew of 
I eprous and Naſty People, and ſays, they were 
expell'd the Country by Amenophs then 
Keigning, and driven into Syr:a ; their _ 
ain being Moſes, an Egyptian Prieſt. Alike 
Relation we have from Cheremon, an Au» 
thor of good Credit among the Greeks, who 
tells 
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tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, Two 
Hundred .and Fifry Thouſand Lepers were 
forcibly baniſh'd our of Egypt, under the Con- 
duct -or Tifithen and Peteſeth (1. e.) Moſes 
and Aaron. And tho' other M7ters differ 
in the Name of the King then Reigning in 
Eoypt, yer all agree in aſſerting the Iſraelites 
to be a Naſty Sort of People, over-run with 
Scabs and Infe#ious Boils, and that they were 
eſteem'd the Scum and Filth of rhe Nation. 
Tacitus, a Roman Writer, of Unqueſtionable 
Authority ; adds, That Moſes, one of the 
Exil'd Lepers , being a Man of Wit and Re- 
puration amony them, when he ſaw the Grief 
and Confuſion of his Brethren, bid them be 
of good Cheer, and neither rruſt rhe Gods or 
Men of Epypt, bur only confide in him, and 
obey his Counſel : For that he was ſent from 
Heaven to be their ConduFor ' our of this Ca- 
lamiry, and to Protect them from all their 
Enemies. Upon which the People not know- 
ing what Courſe ro take, ſfurrendred rthem- 
ſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal, from which 
Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 
leading them through the Deſarts of Arabia, 
where they commitred great Rapine and Spoil, 
putting Man, Woman and Child ro: the 
Sword, burning their Cities, and laying all 
Things deſolate, Dear Dgner, What could be 
ſaid worle of a Company of Robbers and Ban- 
dts?  - 

Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when I 
mention his Name, -it is with a profound Re- 
verence ; for, he was the Greateſt of the An- 
cient 
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cient Prophets. Yer give me Leave to have 
fome Regard for my own Reaſon. He was 
bur a Mortal as well as I; and withour doubr, 


was not exempt from Humane Frailties. He 


had the Advantage to be Educated in the 
College of the Royal Prieſts at Mempby, , 


which none of his Nation could boaſt of be- 


ſides himſelf. Suffer me ro tell thee my 
Thoughts frankly, and without Diſguiſe. Ma- 
gick and Aſtrolo 
in Vogue: And he being perfectly vers'd in 
all rhe Myſteries and Secrets of Egyptian 
Wiſdom, 'twas no hard: Task for him to poſ- 
ſeſs the Rude and Ignorant Sons of Facob., 
with a profound Atrach and Venerarion for 
his Perſon : And in that diſtreſs'd Condition, 
to mold their flexible Spirits ro what Diſci- 
pline he pleas'd. * 

Suſpect me nor for an Tyfide! or an Atheiſt, 
becauſe I diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have 
heard ſome of our Mollahs, ſay a great deal 
more in their Ptivate Converſation. And 'tis 
a ſuperſtitious Timerouſneſs, not ro be bold 
in the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, which taught 
even the Propher Meſes himſelf, the Methods 
of Conqueſt, and getting a Fame which ſhould 
know no End. | 

I am not Ambitious, nor would I rempt 
thee to aſpire at an undue Grandeur: Bur ler 
us not be leſs than our ſelyes, that is, Men, 
There is no reaſon we ſhould be impos'd npon 
by Fabulous Reports of Interreſs'd and De- 
fgning riters: Or that we ſhould pive 
Faith to every Credulous Fool, Doubtleſs, 
| there 


were the only Sciences then 
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there were many Nations eſtabliſh'd on Earth 
before the Iſraelites ; and Great Prophets, who 


J were not of the Lineage of Abrahim. The 


Date of the Olympiads 18 much more certain 


J to a Day, nay, to an Hour, than the Hejira 


of the Iſraelites : ſince the Former 15 Demon- 


J ftrared by the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moor, 


interwoven by the Gentile Hiſtorians, 1n the 
Body of their Hiſtory 5 whereas the Larter is 


q defective in this Marterial Point, and is ex- 


pos'd ro a Thouſand Diſputes among « }/7i- 
ters. 
My Friend, fer nor thou and I trouble our 


* ſelves with Needleſs Controverſies, or be Zea- 
/ lous for Things of no Moment 3 bur Adoring 


One God, end believing whar is Rational, we 
may poſſeſsour Souls in Franquility and Peace.. 


Paris, 11th. of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Near 1660, 
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To the Kaimacham. 


AT length, after a long Alienation, the 
Prince of Conde 1s reſtor'd ro the 
King's Favour: For which, he is oblig'd to 
che King of Spain. I have already intimated 
in one of my Letters, That this was agree'd on 
in the Treaty of Peace between thele I wo 
Crowns, as an Article Equivalent to that of 
the Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, fſollicited by 
the King of France. Now *tis put in Execu- 
tion, and the Rebel Prince is 'recetv'd with A- 
bundance of Careſſes, by the King, Lueen- 
Mother, Cardinal Mazarini, and the whole 
Court, ; 

He is counted the Valianteft Man of this 
Age ; and was ſo pronounc'd long ago by the 
Mareſchal Turenne, who is a Souldier of no 
mean Character, both for his Judgment and 
Courage. He was once extremely belov'd by 
all the French. But his Wildnets and Incon- 
ſtancy, with the Deſtrutive Effects of the 
Civil Wars which he rais'd, chang'd their At- 
feCtions for a while into Indiference, Cold- 


neſs, and II-Will, Bur now all's well a-' 


gain; 

He and his Brother the Prince of Cont:, ſel- 
dom agree'd, being often the Heads of Con- 
trary Parties, during .the Minority of this 
King. And the Younger being — 

erd, 
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der'd, Conde us'd ro be a little Sarcaſtick up- 
on him, threatning ro ſhave his uncourrly 
S Back into the Faſhion with his Sword, 

Ir is certain, the Prince of Conde was very 
wild and profuſe when Young, bur now he 
begins to take ſoberer Meaſures. During his 
Father's Life, he was call'd the Duke of Engu- 
en. And to reflect on the Parſimony of the 
Old Prince, .he us'd to take ſeveral Handfuls 
of - Gold with one Hand, and fill a Purſe, ſay- 
ing, This & my Father's Praftice, Then he 
would turn the Purſe up-ſide down with 
rother Hand, and ſcattering the Gold among 
his Favourites, would. add, This 5s my His 
mour, 

Once as he was pafling on Foot through a 
Town in France, under his Father's Govern- 
ment; the Chief Magiſtrate of the Place, 
who was an Old Man, mer him and begun 
to make an Oration with the beſt Rhetorick he 
could. Burt the Prince being in a Frolickſom 
Humour, took Advantage of a very low Conge 
the Old Gentleman made him, and leap'd 
over his Head, and ſtood ſtill behind him. 
The Magiſtrate not taking any Notice of this 
wild Prank, turned very gravely about, and 
addreſs'd himſclf with a new Obeiſance, bur 
not ſo low as the Former. However , the 
Nimble Prince. catch'd him upon the Halt- 
Bent, and ſerting his Hands on the Old Mon- 
fieur's Shoulders, whipr over again the ſecond 
Time ; Which quite ſpoil'd his intended 
Speech, to the great Diverſion of all the Spe- 
Ctators, 

In 
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In his Youth he was much addicted to 
Women, and took a peculiar Delight in de- 
bauching Nuns : Which occafion'd the 
Ducen-Mother to reflect on him ſomething 
Satyrically once, when he inform'd her thar 
the Suiſſe Souldiers were guilty of great Difſ- 
orders, ſome of them getting int@ the Nun- 
neries, and violating the Chaſtity of thoſe 
Conſecrared Females. For the Oueen re- 
plied, If you had told me they broke into the 


thi 
M 


P: 


Wine-Cellars, T would believe you ; for the | 


Suifſes are all known Drunkards, But as for | 


Amours with Nuns, none # ſo likely to make 
*em as the Dake of Enguien. 


However, all that I have ſaid, hinders nor | 


bur that he is now a Prudent Man, a good | 


General, and Forranare in recovering his Sc- 
vereign's Favour. 


In a Word, this Court is ſo overjoyed at the | 


bl 
l 


Marriage of their Kinz with the Infanta of | 


Spain, that they have no Room left for pee- 
viſh Reſentments. All Crimes are forgiven. 


And the Devi! himfelf would be welcome ar | 
the YYedding, provided he would be debonair, 7 


and good Company. 

The Nuptials are only Celebrated by Proxy 
as yer. Burhere are vaſt Ptgparations making 
for rhe compleating the Cer 

Whar the Ifſue of this Marriage and Peace 
will be, *tis not eaſy ro divine : Bur I doubr, 
the Chriſtians are hatching Evil againſt the 
Ottoman Port, in Regard all the Princes 1n 
Europe, are coming to an Agreement. 


LIlluſtrious 
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Illuſftrious Kaimacham, Let nor this Inti- 
mation paſs away as a Dream. ForT tell 
thee again, theſe Infidels are plotting of 
Miſchief, 


Paris, 1M. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1660, 


Ko —— 


LETTER IX 
To the ſame. 


| I Believe thou wilt now receive from me the 


earlieſt News of a Mighty Change, a Sur- 
py Revolurion in rhe Ermg/;ſþGovernment. 
ow then, that he whom I have fo ofteg 


{ mention'd under the Title of King of rhe 


Scots in my Former Letters, the Eldeft Son 
and Rightful Heir of the Britiſh Kingdoms” 
Charles I. is reſftor'd to the Throne of his Fa» 


7 ther's, withour Violence or Blood-ſhed,, by 
$ the Unanimous Conſenr, and Earneſt Deſire 
7 of his Subjefs. 


This Young Prince has been an Exile for 


3 Twelve Years in Foreign Courts,and has heard 
of as many {ſeveral Alterations in the Stare of 


his Dominions, during his Abſence ; every 
Change producing a New Form of Govern- 
ment. The Rebels had run over all Ariſtc- 
tle's Politicks, and the Various Models of 


] Plato and other Philoſophers, who treated of 
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Common-WWealths, ro find out ſuch Patterns as 
beſt ſuired with the Neceflities and Genzus of 
thar Nation. There is not a Species of Ariſtc- 
cracy, Democracy and Oltgarchy, which they 
did nor put in Practice to ſupport the Frame 
of that Government, whoſe Baſis they had 
remoy'd ; for it was founded on a Monarchy 
of a long and Heredirary Deſcent. And 
therefore all their moſt Artificial Contrivances 
were Ineffectual, and they might as well have 
endeavonred to make Burtreſſes for a Caftle in 
the Air. In a Word, the Erp/ifſh found them- 
ſelves ſo disjointed and weaken'd by Civil 
TVars, Taxes, and the other Uſual Effects 
of. Uſurpation and Tyranny, that they had 
no: other Way left to ſave their Nation from | 
utter Ruine, bur by bringing their Lawful 
King back again, who is the Angular Stone | 
pron all their Welfare and Intereſt is | 
ui. 7 
There. is one Thing Remarkable in this. 
Turn of Engliſh Aﬀairs, Thar their Sove- | 
reign landed and made his Triumphant Entry | 
into that Iſland, on the Anniverſary Day of 
his Birth, Which puts me in Mind of what 
is Generally diſcourſed here at Pars ; Thar 
on the Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a 
Bright Star in the Heavens, when. the Sun 
was. juſt above the Meridian, From hence 
the Aſtrologers of thoſe Times predicted great 
Things concerning him. And thoſe of the 
Preſent Age, who have ſeen his Fortunare Re- 
rurn tro his K/ngdoms,preſage yer grearerEvents 
to come, 
God 
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God only knows whar Embryo's are in the 
Womb of Fururity ; and we Muſſulmans 
have no Reaſon to rejoyce at the Grandeur of 
any of theſe Infidel Princes. Yet ſucha Sign 
as thar of a Star appearing at Noon-Day, juſt 
over the Place where a Mighty 2ueen was in 
Labour with a Prince, has Something in it 
Extraordinary, and full of Promiſing Circum- 
ſtances. It was an Appearance -of this Na- 
rure which render'd the Birth of the Meſſias 
ſo Illuſtrious, tho' otherwiſe obſcure enough ; 
when the Eaftern Maz!, directed by ſuch a 
Star, came and found Mary the Mother of 
Feſus in a Stable, and the Irfant-Prophet ly- 


{ ing in a Manger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we 
g are told, That Eclipſes of the Sun portend 


the Misfortune or Death of Great Perſona- 


 ges ; and thar all other Prodigies, whether in 
} Heaven or Earth, have their proper Signift- 


Cation. 
But whether theſe Obſervarions be true or 
no, 'tis certain this lare baniſhed Prince, is 


F return'd with Abundance of Splendor and 


Advantage to his Native Royal Poſſeflions, 
And I thought it would be a Grand Neglect 


| in me, to ler one Poſt-Day pals, before I gave 


thee an Account of a Revolution fo aſtoniſh- 
ing toall Europe, and which 1s like to give a 
New Turn to the Afﬀairs of moſt Chriſtian 
Princes and States, 

Beſides, I know there is an Ambaſſador 
from England, reliding at the Auguſt Port 5 
which determines the Quarrels of all the Na- 
tions on Earth, There are allo knee 
0 


46 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. 


of Engliſh Merchants in the Imperial City. 
They may have Fends among one anorher, 
The Intereft of ſome of them is joyn'd with 
thar of the Engliſh Rebels ; others are for their 
King. Therefore knowing of his Reftauration, 
thou wilt be betrer able to adjuſt all Mart. 
rers'of this Nature, according to Reaſon, F- 

uiry, and rhe Honour of the Majeſtick Por:. 
For this Ki» makes already a greater Fi- 
gure than any of his Progenitors, and 
therefore his Friendſhip is not to be con- 
temn'd, 

The Care of theſe Things refts on thee, 
who art the Vicars Vicar of the Vicegerent of 
God. 


Paris, 3d. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1660. 
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LET TER X. 


To Mehemet, a» Exi#d Eunuch, at 
Caire 7» Egypt. 


(JT that I were in one of the Pyramids 


near the Ciry where thou refideſt, ſhur 
up in Tremendous Darknets, in the moſt 
Obſcure and Horrible Vault of the Royal 
Pile! That I might converſe with rhe Ghoſts 
of Egyptian Kings, hugg Demons in my 
Arms, and run the Gerie with Hebgoblins and 
all rhe Spirits of the Night round rhe Tomb 
of Cheops, or np and down the diſmal Gal- 
ſeries, or in the Neſt of Bats, Screech-Owls, 
Harpies, and the reſt of the Winged Monſters, 
the re Spawn of Humane Souls, 


| or at {eaſt the Superferation of pickled Car- 
, cafles, repoſired for Erernal Mummies, 


* ſome of them before Noah's Flood, and the 


Reſt after, if the Story be true. God knows 
whether ir be or no: "That's Nothing ro me: 
Bur I have a ſtrong Inclination to try what T 
can find in thoſe Antique Monuwnents, after 
all the Search of ſo many Travelers. I have a 
Specifick Sorr of Melancholy __ me, which 
cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having 
Ten Thouſand ugly rampant Spirirs 
dancing their Infernal-Meaſures about me,and 


| &finning like Babboons of Hell, Oh, God! How 


'Twould 
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*rwould ſer me a Laughing ? An Entertain. 
ment of this Nature would eaſe my Spleen, 
and reſtore me ro a Good Humour. 
Arethere no Beings extant, bur thoſe which 
are every Day expos'd to our Senſes? Or, is 
Nature Poorer than the Imagination of a 
Mortal, which can form the Idea's of an In- 
finity of . Creatures that he never ſaw? I am 
cloy'd with rhe Crambe of Objects and'Joys 
which theſe Narrow Elements afford, and 
therefore would fain grope out ſome New 
and Untryd World , to find Refreſhment 


In, 


the Heavens, and behold rhe Moon and Stars ; 
when my Eye is loſt in the Boundleſs Firma- 
ment, and my Soul can find no Limits ts the 
Univerſe; then I fink into my ſelf, full of 
Humility and Confufion, becauſe I have in- 
juriouſly reproach'd. the O-mzpotent, and caſt 


Obloquies on this Forks. - For all Things ap- | 
pear admirably Beautiful and Perfect, and the | 
leaſt Arome is large enough to afford Aparr- |} 


ments for- a. Thouſand Souls., Every Thing 
in Nature is pregnant :and- full of pieaſing 
Wonders: Yer I cannor be free from theſe Hy- 


R—_—_ Firs: at certain Seaſons. Iam ! 


ſometimes. the ſaddeſt and moſt Melancholy 
Man” in the.-World. I take all things by the 
wrong: Handle, :look on them. through falle 
Opricks, and yer perſuade my ſelf I am in the 
Right, and: ſee them in-their true Complexion, 
Such -:is the Faral Sophiſtry of this black and 


fallen. Paſſion; It rakes away the Guit and | 


 Relifh 


Bur oh, my Mehemet, . when I look toward 


ad 
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Reliſh. of the ſweereſt Enjoytnenrs. And if 
the Conragion could poflibly find Admitrance 
among the Bleſ*d Above; ſurely 'twould ren- 
ber their Paradiſe a Hel, and would afford 
ſome Ground for rhe Fiction of the Ancient 
Poets, who brought up rhe Uſe of Nepenthe 
among the Gods, ro appeale their Choler, and 
pur 'em in a good Humour. 

I know not what that Drink was: Bur 1 
tell thee, my Nepenthe is a Glaſs -of good 
Languedoc Wine, which 1s as Rich, and -far 
moe Delicious than the Wines of Tenedos and 
Mitylene.T once could boaſt of another Method 
to ſubdne- my ;Melancholy,. by ' giving Battle 
to my Thoughts in open Field ; bur now I am 
fain to have Recourle to Stratagergs and Ame 
buſcades, trepanning the ugly, hideous More 
ſters our of their ſtrong Rerrenchments and 
Faſtneſles in the Spleen; by Generous Frolicks 
with Wine, Women and Mutick. '; I bury. all 


| Care in profound Sleep, rhe Effect of brisk and 


free Nrinking. And then I awake as merry. 


| asa Lark; as young as if I'd been in Meded's 


Cauldron, | | | 
Whar fignities ir to pretend Sandtity in our 
Words: and Exteriour Carriage, whilit at the 
tame Time we are ready to-burſt with Malice, 
Pride, ' Ambition, Avarice, : and 'a Thouſand 
more Vices ? Whereas Wine feaſonably drank, 
cures all theſe Diſtempers of the 'Sou!, makes a 
Miſer Liberal, a-Cruel Man Tender, a Spight- 

ful . Fellow Kind, melts* Stiff and Haugh 
Spirits into a Wonderful- Softneſs and Com- 
plailance, ;..n fine, 'ir makes. a Lamb of a 
RPA - 5" Lion, 
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Lion, and changes a Vultur to a Dove, puri- 
fying and transforming Souls into a Temper 
wholly Divine. '- 

Why - then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws of 
Morality, never practisd by thoſe who made 
them? All the Philoſophers were boon Com- 
panions, and our Holy- Prophet himſelf -pri- 
vately drank the Juice of the Grape. Our 
Emperours and Gratidees do the ſame. The 
only Reaſon why they forbid it to their $ub- 
jeas, is, left they ſhould grow too Wiſe, and 
ſtrive to ſhake off the Yoke : For Winetle- 
vates the Spirits, emboldens the Hearr, and 
transforms a Slave to a Lord in his own Con- 
ceit, For want of this Liquor, all Nations 
where the Yine grows not, have found out 
one Beverage or another, as efficacious ro re- 
- lieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow 
from the Hearr. The Chineſe make Wine of 
Rice. In my Country they have another In- 
toxicating Drink, compounded with certain 
Roots; 'The ſame is uſed in- ſome Parts of 
Perſia, In theſe Weſtern Provinces , they 
brew divers Sorts of Strong Liquors of Whear, 
Barley, Honey, - Moloſffa's and other Ingre- 
dients. And they make Wine of Apples, 
Pears, Cherries, Caurrans, and moſt: Fraits 
; That grow. I tell thee, my Friend, . there's 
no living, unkſs we ſometimes / give Na- 
ture a New Ferment to rouze her from her 


Yer ler us practiſe a due Mediocrity, re- 
membring that God gave us theſe Things for 


our Health and Refreſhment, and not for our - 


a 


4 
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2r | Bane. Ina Word, Mehemet, let us be Merry 


and Wile, 
_— 
le Paris, 26th. of the 8th; Moon, 
Ne of the Tear 1660, 
I- | | 
ir =_ . NO URINE 
1e s 
þ- LETTER KAI. 
d 
| 70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
” Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 
28 | | 
It | | 
2 Have taken ſome Pains ; turn'd over a great 
y many Memorrs of Old Conrtiers, and con» 


f vers'd with not a few now living, who can 
- | remember the Days of Henry IV. thar fo 
n | I may comply with” thy order , and. dblige 
f thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of that 
y | Prince, who tho he had bur a little Body, 
k yetlike another Alexander, had fo vaſt a Soul, 
- and perform'd ſuch itluftrious Actions, as de- 
ſervedly faften'd on him the Title of Great, 
and made him be efteem'd the Arbiter of all 


e | | 
It is obſerv'd of him, that he was always -— 
Unfortunate in-his Wives; yet they relate a Y 
Paſſage of his Firſt Wife, Margaret 

- | of Valos, which ſeems to contradict that Re- 
r- | mark, | 
p He was then a Proteſtant, and on! King 
» }| of Navarre, when the Famous Maſſacre 0 
To Wo Bs Tz 


w— 
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Pars was committed, with Deſign to Mur- 
' der himamong the Reſt of his Rel{igizon. Bur 
' being aware of this, when he we , the Aſaſ- 
fins making toward his Chamber, where he 
fate with the Queen, he hid himſelf under her 
Garments as ſhe fate in a Chair. The Villains 
_ ruſhing in, askK'd for the Ki"g. She with a 
great Aſſurance of Spirir, told 'em, He. went 
out from her in a Paſſion. They ſeeming 
ſarisfy'd, went away without doing any far- 
ther Hurt. Which occaſion'd a Common Jeſt, 
That Ducen Margaret's Smock,, ſav'd King 
Henry's Life. | 
This Woman was call'd the Minerva and 
Venus of France, on the Score of her Learn- 
ing and Amours, never denying any Thing 
to her Loyers, and being ſeldom withour Men 
of Science in her Company. In a» Word , 
King Henry look'd on Finſelf as a Noted 
Cuckold, and fo gave her a Bill of Divorce. 
Her own Morher Katharine de Medici, was 
call'd rhe Fourth Fury of Hel. | 
_ © "Tris Recorded of this Lady, thar ſhe pra- 
Etisd much with 7/izards and Magicians , 
who in an Enchanted Glaſi, ſhew'd her who 
ſhou'd Reign in France for the Time ta come. 
— Firſt - appear'd this . Henry IV. then - Lews 
XII. next Lews XIV. and after him a Pack 
of "Feſuites, who ſhould aboliſh the Monar- 
chy, and govern the Nation themſelyes, "This 
Glaſs is to be ſcen in the King's Palace to this 


ay. 2 IJ 
As for Henry IV's Second Wite, 'tis ſaid he 
ARYEr enjoy'd a Peaceable Hour with bets Bit 
. | y A * obs ! q : $2 hen 
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when ſhe was aſleep. They often foughr ro- - 
gether, and ſhe. ſpar'd nor ſomerimes ro Bear 
and Scratch him even-in his Bed, fo that he has 
been forc'd to quir rhe Field, and take Sanctu- 
ary in another Chamber. This Prince was 
rax'd with Ingratirude rowards his moſt Faith- 
ful Servants, and want of Liberaliry to all.” Ir 
was. a Common Saying of his Predeceſſor 
Henry 1IL That he ſoar his Kingdom with 
by Loyal Servants and Friends. But Henry IV. 
loy'd nor to part with any Thing which he 
could handſ{omly keep. | | 
Yer he was yery obliging to his Miſtreſles, 
and hisPafion for them carried him into many 
Irregutarities. He was ſo deeply enamour'd of 
one, that. to. enjoy her he fſign'd a Promiſe of 
Marriage to her with his own Blood ; which, 


'. one of his Favourites ſeeing, tore the Paper in 


Pieces. ' The King being incens'd ar thar, 
{wore by the Bely of Sr. Grs, an ordinary 
Oath with him, that this Perſon was mad. 
Tes, replyd he, but I wiſh"T were th: only 
Madman in the Kingdom: Thereby reflecting 
on the Kzng's Extravagancy. Another Time 
he gave Fifry Thonſand Crowns, for one 
Night's Enjoyment of a Lady, 

I have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death 
of this Prince, in my Letters ro the Miniſters 
of the Port, Now I will acquaint thee with 
one Circumſtance, ro which: I was- then: a 
Stranger. | 40 RAS | 

Ir appen 6, that. the Vice-Roy of Navarre, 
was walking with ſeveral Nobles in the Mea- 


D 3 waſh'd 


dows of Bearn, a Town under his Juriſdiction, 
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waſh'd by the River Pau. When on a ſudden 
. all the Cows, ( of which there was a great 
Number in thoſe Fields ) ran violently into 


_ -the River, and were there drown'd. The 


Vice-Roy being aſtoniſh'd at this, as at a Pro- 
digy, writ down the Day and Hour when ir 
\ happen'd, which prov'd exactly the very ſame 
Time to a Minute, when' Henry IV. was 
Rabb'd in his Coach by Ravaillac; as the Vice- 
Roy was ſoon certify'd by Diſpatches which 
he receiv'd from the Court, containing Intel- 
ligence of that Traped). | 

All «this may be pure Chance, for ought 1 
know, bur there are Abundance of Symptoms 
of ſomething elſe.. As for 'Man, he is wholly 
a Stranger to himſelf, and the Secrer Opera- 
tions of his own Soul are hid from him. How 
'then can he know the Natures of - other 
Things, or be familiarly acquainted with the 
Occult Diſpofirions of Dre ? The leaft 
Worm or Inſet, baffles our ſevereſt Scrutiny, 
and we are loſt in the Speculation of their } 


Embryo's. The moſt Silent and Inanimate 3 


Beings , proclaim aloud the Folly of our | 
boaſted Science : Every Atom in Nature, ri- 
dicules our beſt Philoſophy. Who then will 
pretend ro unriddle the more Uncommon 
Myſteries of Providence, or trace the Foot- 
ſteps of Eternal Deſtiny > Hiſtorians ſpeak 
variouſly of this Parricide. Some fay, the . 
Villain was approv'd of at the Court of Rome, 
and that he was there rank'd in the Number 
of Martyrs. Tis certain, he under went as 
horrible -a Death, as the Wir of Man could 

| | invenr, 
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invent, to puniſh his matchleſs Treaſon. And 
it ſeems, the Fridges rhat examin'd*him, were 
either afraid, or aſham'd ro diviilge what they 
heard from his Mourh : Obliging themſelves 
by an Oath. ro Eternal Secrecy. Ravailac 
himſelf own'd, that he had Twice betore- ar- 
rempted ro kill the King, bur was thruſt back 
by one of his Nobles, who ſuſpected fome' ill 


Deſigns in his Looks. 


. Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our Glorious. 
Sultan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a 
Fewiſh Phyſician, and from rhe Common Diſ. 
aſters of Humane Life. And the Care of 
his Attendants will preyent the ſudden Strokes 
of a deſperate Aſſaſſin. : 


Paris, 26th. of the 8th. Moon, 
' of the Near 1660, ; 


| — — —_ 7 


LETTER XII. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


Fs City is now as full of Noiſe and 
» Lights, as ſome Cities of 4/ia are ar an 
Eclipſe of the Moon, or as Conſtantinople 1s 
during the Faſt of Ramezan. 'Tis near Mid-. 
night, and yer here's ſuch a Medley of Noites 
compounded of ' the loud Acclamarions * ef 
Morrtals, the Ringing of Bells, Bear of Drunis, 
Sound of Trumpers, and other Muſical Inftru- 

D 4 ments;. 
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ments, whith rhe. 'Thunder of Sky-Rockets» 
Guns, and other Fire-works, that a. Body 
would think ones ſelf in a Bartel or a Siege. 

The Occaſion of all this, is the publick En- 
try of the New-Married King and Queen, it 
Leing the Firſt Time they have ſeen Pars 
ſince the Nuptials. Neither my Tongue or 
Pea are able ro expreſs to the Life, the Inimi- 
table Pomp and Magnificence that have ap« 
pear'd ro Day in the Roza! Train, and in. the 
Preparations which . the. City made to receive 
them. The Luftre of Silver, Gold and Pre- 
ctous Stones, dazl'd ones Eyes from all Parrts ; 
and I could have wiſh'd for a Muſſulman 
Army, to have been art the Plunder of ſuch 
- Immenſe Riches. Yer there were Forty Thou- 
ſand of the Citizens, 'and King's Guards 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 

. The Monarch with - his Royal Spouſe, ap- 
peared ſeated on a Majeſtick Throne, all glit- 
tering with Gold and Diamonds. Ir was 
raisd on High, and there were ſeveral Steps 
or Degrees to aſcend up toit. On theſe were 
placed the Princes of the Blood, the Dukes and 
Peers of the Realm, with other Grandees and 
Nobles, as alſo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes and La- 
dies of the Firſt Duality. 

'T'was -at the Foot of this Throne, there 
were made Innumerable Speeches, and Con- 
gratularory Addrefſes by rhe Prieſts and 
Monks of all Orders, by. the Students 1n the 
Academy , and by the ſeveral Companies of 
Tradeſmen. Bur, 'thar which was moſt ſur- 


prizing, 2 certain ſtrange Maid urter'd feveral 
| . Orations 
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Orations in-Latin, Greek, French and Spaniſh» 
wherein ſhe magnify'd the King's Heroick Un- 
derrakings , his- wonderful 7 Adv" ay erea!l 
Wiſdom and Courage , with other Vertues, 
which ſhe made the Subject of her Panegy” 
rick. She alſo: no- leſs extoll'd the _ 
Marchleſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, 
the Royal Endowments of her Mind ;_ And 
concluded with reſteCting on the Toy of* all. 
Europe, for this Ilſuſtrious Match, and Alli- 
ance of 'T wo the moſt Potent Crowns in Chrs 
endom. | | 
She delivered herſelf with ſuck an Incom»- 
parable Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes: 
and Ears of all: rhat were preſent. And 'tis- 
ſaid, the King was extremely pleaſed with: 


. her; muck more the Pueen, who had never 


before encquntred ſo Learned a Female.. | 
The French Ladies have for many Years 


applyed rhemſelves ro the Study of L angua- 


ges and Philoſophy. Bur 'tis nor ſo in Spain, 

where the Men are too Rigorous ro the Fair - 
to allow 'em that Liberry; They are as- 
moroſe ro Women, as the Moors,. fr , 
a great Part of that- Nation are ſaid.to deſcend; 
Every Country in- Europe, has ſuffer'd mighey: 
Changes, by the Incurhons and Conquetts: of 
the Moors, Goths, Huns and Vandals. So that 
'ris difficult ro trace the Or:ginal of any People 

in-ſuch a Hotch-Potch of Forezgn Blood... Net-. 
ther have they any Care of their Genealogzes,. as: 
we Arabians have in the Eaft. _ . 


_  Wluftrious Aga, tho it fignifies Nothing: to» .__ 
ſpring of a Nob/e Sed unleſs we inherit the> 


*. « ' - _—_— 
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Vertues of qur Anceſtors, as well as their 
- Splendid Ti:1#5 and Eſtates : Yer 'ris both pro- 
firable and pleaſant to have by usa Regiſter of 
our Families, that .reading their Characters 
and Heroick Actions, we may imitate their 
Examples, and add ro the Glory of the Trive 
from which we deſcend.. 


Paris, 26th. of the $th; Moon, 
* of the Tear 1660. 


y ll 


LETTER XIIL 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


— 


D— 


Know not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter 

I begin ; or, if T do, whether it will be a- 
bove Ground, or in the Bowels of the Earth. 
However, IT cannor forbear writing to thee, 
my Dear Friend, though both: rhe Paper and 
F, with the Houſe wherein I lodge, and 
all 'rhis Beaurifgl Ciry, may, for ought 'I 
know, be tranſported ro Another | Region be- 
fore. Morning, - Nay, 'tis poflible- this very 
Hour may People: Elyzinum with a 'New Co- 
' lony from France, and Pars may deſcend with 
all her Magnificent Palaces to the Shades be- 
tow, changing the Banks-of- rhe River Seye, 


' for thoſe of Acheron or Styx,” and the Refreſh- 
ing Airs of Champagne, for the Choaking-Sul- 


-_ of Hell, 'In a Word; we have felt the 
*Menaces of a Terrible. Earthquake: this Even- 

'ing,! bur as yer have ſuffered — 
£ +: Hal FA, ' ; n 
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When I livd. in 4/ia, an Earthquake was 
almoſt as Common as : the Yearly Revoluris- 
ons of Summer and Winter : And we took as 
little Notite of it, as we did of Lightning; 
Hail or Rain. Beſides, one Muſſulman en- 
couraged another, and the General Faith of 
True Believers confirm'd us all, Thar we 
ought to be refign'd- ro God, -and to the Aps- 
pointments/ of Eternal Deſtiny , whether it 
were for Pleaſure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life 
or Death.. Bur now I have been fo long dif- 
us'd tro thefe Convullions- of the Globe, ( for I 
have not felt one above theſe Two and Twen-- 
ty Years) and am allo ſeparated from the So- 
ciery of the Faithful ; that I am become like 
thereſt of the World, and even: like theſe Infi- 
dels, Timorous, aſtoniſhed, void of Reaſon, 


- and of little or no Faith, 


My Mind ar firft, ſtagger d as much as my 
Body, when I was walking craſs my Cham- 
ber, and felt the Floor rock under me; with-. 
that Singular Kind of Motion, which no Hu- 
mane Arrt-or Force can imjrate. I. ſoon con- 
cluded 'twas an Eart , but knew nor 
how, to- bear that Thought with Indifference. 
Death is familiar ro me in any. other. Figure, 
bur that of being fo ſurprizingly buried alive. 
Ir ap ted horrible ro fink on a ſudden into 
an Unknown Grave, I knew not whither : 
Perhaps I. might fall into ſome Dark Lake of: - 
Water ; or it may be, I might be drench'd in: 
a River of Fire, or be daſh'd.on a Rock : For,. 
who can tell the Diſpoſition of the Caverns 
below, or whar Sort of Apartments he =_ 


" ——  — — 
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find under the Surface of rhe Earth ? We walk 
on-the Batrlements of a Marvellous Structure, 
a Globe. full of Fremendous Secrets. And 
whether Nature or Deſtiny , Prdvidence- or 
Chance, occaſion the Ruprures- that we find 
are made in divers Parts of the Earth, it mat- 
ters not much, ſo long as we are in Danger 
of rumbling in. Such a terrible Fall, would 
= the belt Philoſopher in the World our of 

umour, and Spoil a[l' his Reaſoning, I'm 
fure, *twould vex me thus in. a Trice to be 
plundered of my Thoughts. Which makes 


- mÞ& either wonder at the Vaniry of Empedocles, 


it he threw himſelf into the flaming Chaſm of 
Mount na, only for the Sake of being e- 
ſeemed a God, ( as rhe common Reporr 1s ) ; 
or,. gives meReaſon to conclude, he had ſome 
other End in his Venturous Leap: Since tis 
nor probable; thar empty. Fame could be e- 
ſteemed by rþat Great Sage; as his Final Hap- 
pineſs.. A much eafier way had. Ariſtotle , 
who, diſguſted ar his Ignorance of the Flux 


. and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf in, ro 


put an End to his Diſquilitions, if the Story be 


true, Bur; I can hardly believe the Stagy- 


rite was.ſuch a” Fool. I gueſs of other Men, 
according ro the Experience I have of my ſetf, 
I am as little follicirous 'abour Death as any 
Man ;. yer L ſhould be unwilling ro hurle my 
{elf out: of. the World. headlong,. withour a 
Firm or-a Tefta, 1] love New Experiments, 


but am not very fond of ſuch :as-take from 


us- wrrecoyerably. the means: of trying | any 
more,  Lo\s10L 35dvw 72 v0 
| We 
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' garions to diſcharge; and therefore 


We had News here ofan Earthquake which 
has overthrown Part of rhe Pyrenean Moun- 
rains, ſome Days before this happened ar 
Pars ; but few regarded it, Calaminies at a 
Diſtance frighren No-body. Yer, thoſe which 
we feel, put us all in Tears. For my Parr, 
it has this Effect on me, that I am improved 
in my Carelelſnefs, and become fearful of No- 
thing. And, I think, there is Reaſon on my 
Side, fince all my Care, Apprehenfion ' and 
Forecaſt, can never defend me from. the Une 
derminings of rhe Qmnipotent. 


Paris, 15th. of the 11th; Moon, 
of the Tear 1660, - 


_—_. —_— 


— 
——_ 


LET TER XIV. 


To Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


5 ET not the Diſtance of Time between my 
" Lerrers, , prompt rhee ro conclude, I fot- 


get my- Duty ; 6r that I aga careleſs ro oblige 


o Illuſtrious a Friend. - I haye many Oblt- - 
eavour 
to hnsband my Hours to the beſt Advantage, 
And ' ſo: ro divide © my Diſpatches, , Thar rhe 
Grand S$ionior may_be ſerved, the Divan in- 
forn'& of all Material Emergencies, and the 
Expectations of eacti 'Miniffer gratified; 


62  _CettersWrithy - Vol.VT. 1 


As to the Reipn of Lewis XIII, It was 

ſhar'd ſucceflively between the Marſhal D* A4n- 
cre, the Duke of Luines, and Cardinal Richlien, 
The Firſt was the Pucen-Mother's Favourite ; 
the Second: was the Kzng's ; As for the Third, 
he was abſolute Maſter borh of King, Lueen 
and Kingdom. 
. During the K?zng's Minority indeed,. Aveen 
Mary. de Medics, the Relit. of Henry IV. 
rook the Regency into her -own Hands, and 
managed” Things in an Arbitrary Manner. Bur 
the Princes of the Blood,' with other Grandees, 
not able ro brook the Government of a Wo- 
man, conſpired againſt her. Among theſe 
were the Prince of Conde, Father to the pre- 
ſent Prince, and the Duke of Bovilon. The 
Former was a Bold Man, .and durſt do any 
Thing that was Brave: The Latter was a Cun- 
ning Stateſman, | 

They Caball'd nor ſo privately , -bur the 
<Daeen-Mother was acquainted with. their 
Meerings, and the Duke of Bovillon was the 
Firſt who knew his Party was betrayed, This 
Intelligence was brought -him from aſſured 
Hands, whilſt he was fitting with the Prince 
of Conde, and other Nobles at the Place of 
- their Private Rendezyons. .Whereupon, , he 
acquainted them With it, exhorting all to ab- 
ſcond immediately, leſt they ſhould be ſeized 
on the Spot, Bur they retorting, That rhe 

ueen. would not venture. on an  Action.of 


ſuch dubious Conſequence ; He ftarted up 
and. took his Leave of /em; with, theſe Words: 
& MY, ORs + FOR Of PE. Joue oven 


6 
6 
et 
© 
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©* Counſel, Tl immediately to Horſe, and 
*« eſcape to Sedan, in my Stockings : Where, if 
« they make me wear our a Pair, asan Exile ; 
« by Heavens, I'll 'make them wear a Thou- 
& ſand Pair of Boots. 

His Words came to paſs, and rhe Effect was 
a diminutive Civil Far 5 when rhe Dueen was 
forced to raiſe an Army.to reduce this Prince to 
Obedience, the Reſt of his Parry being Impri- 
ſoned, as ſoon as ſhe heard of his Flighr. * 

Whilſt theſe Ditturbances laſted, rhe Moors 
were expell'd ont of Spain, to the Number- of 


'Six Hundred" Thouſand. Parr of thoſe who 


tivd roward the Maritime Coalts, went by 
Sea ito Africk. Fhe Reſt, whole Reſidence 
was farther within Land, ſoughr a'Paflage 0- 


' ver the Pyrenean Mountains, and fo through 


the Southern Provinces of France ; offering a 
Ducat a Head 'to the Vice-Roy' of Navarre, 
for their ſafe Conduct. He, out of Curiotiry 
coming to ſee theſe Travellers, and beholding 
'em ragged and almoſt naked, with Vifages 
like Gh-ſzs; took Piry on rhem,. and gave 'em 
Liberry of [Paſſage gratis: Saying, © God for- 
" bid 1 ſhould extorr ſo- much Money: from 
<« theſe miſerableWrerches, whoareabandon- 
*< ed to the wide World. ..' ot J 

But,ir ſeems, his Commpaſſion was needleſs, 


| For theſe Muſſulmans. were . too . cunning. for 


him, having their Squalid, torn Garments, 
'quilredall over with Gold and Precious Stones. | 
"Which ' occafioned all People to ridicale the 


 Vice-Roy's Eafineſs, and-o call him the Friend 


the Gibeonztes, 
I 
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I ſhould appear too Partial in refleCting Sa- 


rically on this Prince, whoſe Generoſiry de- | 


erves Praiſe: Yet I cannor bur fmile at the 
Craft of the Moors, whereby they nor only 
yan paying the accuſtomed Tribute of 
Paſſengers, butalſo blinded theſe Infide/s, and 
took from 'em rhe Suſpicion of greater Riches; 
which if they had once known, perhaps not.a 
Moor ſhould have carried a Piece of Money a» 
long with hint into Africk 

'Fhis Paſſage ſeem'd worthy of thy Know- 
tedge, fince ir in Part reſembles the Famous 
Deparrure of the 1/7ae/ites - our of Eg ypt, tho' 
ic- comes ſhort of rhe Robbery and Plunder 
which they committed on the Inhabitants, the 
Day before-rhey began their Journey. Howe- 
| ver, thisStory may afford thee ſome Divertiſe-- 
ment. 

As to the Marſhal D' 'Ancre, the Queen's 
Favourite ; in his Life and Death, he was 
compared to Sejanus, being qualified with the 
Iike Vertues and Vices, and having much the 
ſame Fortune ; his Body after having been 
dragg'd about the Streers by the:Rabble, was 
at laſt torn in Pieces; _ - -, | 

If thou would'ft know, how the Duke of 


Luines obtain'd the . King's Favour, it was by 


Ingratirude; For, when he and his Brother 
were firſt . brought. re Court, they were both 


ſo poor, that rhey:had but one Cloak between - 


'em; and forthar Reaſon could nor go, abroad 

togerher. Yer being recommended to the Kg 

by. a. certain Nobleman for excellent Falkners, 

they were received into Favour, or oy 
4 | abus 
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abus'd the Kindneſs of rheir Patror ; and infi- 
nuating malicious Things into the King's Ear, 
againft the Nobleman and his Family, cauſed 
him ro be baninh'd from the Comrr. After 
which they managed all Things. 

Then ſucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the 
Chief Mziniſtry ; of whom I have faid a grear 
Deal in my Former Lerters to the Grandees 
of rhe-Port, and thou wilt find them in the 
Repiſter. T will now add, what I never men- 
tioned before ; Thar he was very: Ambitious 
to be thought a good [udg of Verſe. He gave 
ro one Poet, for a Witty Conceir on his Coat 
of Arms, Two Thouſand Sequins, tho* 'rwas 
but a Verſe of Seven Words. Another he 
promoted ro an Eeccleſiaſtick Dignity, worth 
a Thouſand a Year, for comparing him ro the 
Primum Mobile. But he cauſed a Third to 
be kick*d our of Doors, for his Obſtinacy in 
denying to alter a Word of his Poem, which 
the Cardinal diſliked, 

This Miniſter was very _Revengeful, and 
amongſt other Effects of his Temper, none 
was more taken Notice of, or reflected on, 
than the Death of Monſieur de Thou, whom 
the Cardinal cut off for no other Reaſon, bur 
becauſe his Father in a General Hiſtory which 
he wrote, had repreſented one of Richlzeu's 
Anceſtors, under a very Ignominious and A- 
bominable Figure. That Hiſtorian ' was the 
Renowned Thuanus, of whom, 1 fuppole, thou 
haſt heard. bs 

As to King Lews XTIL himſelf, he was 
elteemed a great Difſembler ; accuſtomed - 

| care 
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careſs thoſe with more than ,ordinary Endear$"9 
ments, whom he deſigned ſuddenly to ruine Y ®f 
Whence it grew to a Proverb in his Time at of 
the French Court, when they ſaw any Noble 
man {mil'd on, to ſay, Hs Buſineſs ij done. P; 
It cannot be denied that this Prince had a 
Great Spirit, and ſome Wiſdom ; yer he was 
obſerved to take Delight in many petry Adti 
ons unbecoming Royal Majeſty. He would 
ſpend much of his Time in Painting, and ſend 
or the moſt Famous Maſters in that Art, to 
view his Forks. An equal Inclination he 
ſhewed to Muſick. And ſometimes he was am- 
bitious to be. thoughr a good'Cook. Once he 
miade a Grear Paſty with his own Hands, fi. 
ling 'it with Veniſon only fit for the Mouths 
of Infidels, viz.” The Fleſh of Dogs, Wolves and 
Foxes, ' with other Abominable Animals, of 
which it is nor lawful for a True Believer to 
raſte. "This he cauſed to be ſerved up to Ta- 
ble at a Feaſt which he made ro ſome of his 
Courtiers, who ro Honour. the King's Handy- 
work, eat greedily of the Horrid Diſh, and 
highly praiſed: his Skill ; whilit he diverred 
himſelf with laughing .at them. He had ma- 
ny other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which render'd 
'him Contemprible and Ridiculous to the Gran- 
adees of his Kingdom. In a Word, . he was 
more reyerenced Abroad, than at Home. 
And this was owing to the Conduct of Card:- 
al Richlieu ; Who was juſtly eſteemed rhe ve- 
Genius of France. , 
Illuftrious Miniſter, all that I have ſaid of 
"this Monarch, ſpeaks him but a Man: And 
no 
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no body is Wiſe atall Times. But the Follies 
of Princes are more Conſpicuous, than thoſe 
of meaner Perſons. | | 


Paris. 5th. of the 12th. Meer, 
of the Tear 1660, 


— 
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LETTER XV. 


To Mahummed 7z the Deſart. 


AY the Ange! of Peace pitch bis Pavi- 

"* lion at the Entrance of that Blefſed 
Cave where thoh: refideſt. May thy. Sou! feel 
Calm and Undiſturbed Joys, and for ever re- 


poſe in Divine Tranquility ; Whilſt the Reft . 


of the World are moleſted with Perpetual 
Cares and Fears, Broils and Enmities, Paſ- 


fions within, and Furies withour : In a word, 


whilſt they are always in Danger of one ano- 
ther, of themſelves, and of the Elements which 
compound their Nature. | 

. O Man highly beloved of God, Favonrite 
of the Angels, Care of Heaven, and the fin- 
gular Darling of Providence. The Palm of 
an Almighty Hand is extended under thee 
when thou - fitteſt down or walkeſt, always 
ready to ſnarch thee up from the Calamities 
which threaten this Lower World, and- lift 


- hee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of. the 


Fuſt wait for thy Preſence. ' | 
. There 


—_— —_— a 
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There has been an Enrthquake lately i Bs 
theſe Parts, which has put all. France inflof 
to a great Conſternation, aſtoniſh'd eyery 
Body, and encreaſed .the Thoughtfulneſs o 
the Wiſe. The Firſt Effects of it were feh 
by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees, which are 
certain Mountains dividing France and Spai 
There it did great Miſchief, overwhelmin 
ſome Medicinal Baths, many Houſes, and 
deftroying- Hundreds. of People. Only one 
Moſque or Church, which ſunk into the Ca- 
verns below, was thrown up again,and ſtand 
very Firm, bur in atother Place. "This. is 
look'd upon as a great Miracle, eſpecially by 
the French, who, for- ought FE know, may 
cenſure Partially, favouring their own Inte. 
reſt ; in- regard this Chrrch-%has been diſputed 
berween them and the Spaniards, each Na-Þ a: 
t50n claiming Right to it, as ſtanding beforeſſſ ;; 
_ exactly on the Frontier Line. But now their 

arrel is unconreſtably decided ; For 'ris 
removed by this Convulfion of the Globe, 
near half a League from its Former Situati- 
on, which is ſo far within the acknowledg'd 
' Limits of France. This the French © Prieſts 
magnify, as an apparent Proof of the Juſtice 
of their Prerenſions, and the People ſeem very 
willing to believe it, 

As for me, I have another Opinion of 
Earthquakes, and am perſuded, - rhat rhey 
are as Natural as the Winds, which no Man 
knows how to draw into any Party or Facti- 
on, unleſs we believe the Stories of the ty 
land Witches, Iam periuaded, that this G/o 


e 
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y ifs much more Ancient than the Generaliry 
of Mankind imagine it to be : Thar it has un- 

dergone- various Changes by the. Predomi- 
nance of Fire and Water : And thar it -is now 
haſtening rowards another Revolution. I 
areſj believe the Central Fire has eaten its Way al- 
ain moſt to the Surface, and kindled all the 
ing Mines of Sulphur, and: other Inflammable 
Matter, which it meets with in its Circular 

onef} Aſcent, Theſe corroding and daily conſu- 
Caf] ming their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſome. 
ndF times too near the vait Receptacles of Subrer- 
bY ranean Waters which lie nearer the Surface, 
by aver-heat thoſe Lakes-; which being thus ra- 
"yy rified into Vapours, and pent up in the Hol- 
Nef low of the Globe, ſtrive ro break forth with 
red Immenſe Violence, which cauſes that Heaving, 
af and Rocking of the Superficies, that fo rer- 
Tre rifies Mortals. But then the Caule is very 
er deep and far from us.- For where the Surface 
tiSY is ſhallow, in ſuch Paſhons 6f the Globe, the 
be, Earth commonly breaks and rumbles in, with 
t-E whatſoever is upon ir. Nay, whole Cities 
4 3 {ometimes have been rhus fwallowed up. *And 
is © the Danger is eaſily fore-known by a ſhort 
ce UF Snatching and Trepidation of the Ground, 
ry | Houles, Freves Men. and every Thing wirh- 
in its Reach ; for then the 'Conyulfion is Ge» 

of nerally Fatal.But where the Motion is Heavy, 
Y | Grave and Regular, 'ris a Sign-thar both the 
n 5 Source and rhe Danger of -it are far of And 
l- } this is ſo much the more Evident, by how 
D- | much farther the Earthquake is felt above 
© | Yround, For the nearer any ſuch Pafſion 
6b | happens 
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happens to the Center, it muſt be grantec 

thar its Force is exrended the wider on the 
Circumference, This depends on a Mathema- 
tical Demonſtration, and there needs no more 
be ſaid ro thee who art Conſummare in the Sci» 


©  ENCces. 


What I efteem a dune Reflection on this is 
That tho' there be no Peril in theſe Remote 
Earthquakes, yet we know nor how ſoon they 
will come nearer ro us, neither can we be a{- 
ſured, where or when they will happen, or 
how far they will reach. Ir follows there- 
fore by a Narural Conſequence, That ſince 
theſe Things are Unavoidable, and all the 
Wir of Man cannot invent a Means.to eſcape 
ſinking into the Bowels of the Earth where ir 
| breaks in 3; we ought to be careleſs and In. 
different whar Dearth we die, and only be foli- 
Citous to live like Men, that is, according ro 
Reaſon. For whether our Souls ſiirvive or no, 
'rwitl be comfortable ro expire in Peace, and 
full of our own Innocence. 


Paris, 5th. of the 12th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1660, 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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LETTER ON. 
Tothe Venerable Mufti. 


ERE is now like to be a great - 

| Change at: this Court. Cardinal, 
' WW Maxzarins is dead. He died; art 
"the:Caſtle of the Wood of Vincien 

nes, On the-gth. of : this Moon, having been 


ſick - a long Time, There happened a great 


Fire at Fw Lowore rd" they-call the King's Pa- 
| La in- this Ciry:) - abour -Five Weeks ago, 
which 
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which obliged the Cardinal, who log'd there 
at thar Time,-ro--remove to his own Houſe, 
From whence, for the Sake of Air, he was ad- 
viſed by his Phyſicians to go to the aforeſaid 
Caſtle. But all in vain: For Death, Which 
finds Acceſs-into the ftrongeſt Fortreſſes, pur- 


ſaed him thither, and led him in Triumph - to- 


the. Region of Silence and Forgetfulneſs, who 
had made fo great a Noiſe and Buitle in this 
our H/orld. : | 
Ir is reported, that a certain ' Aſtroloper 
forerold him, he ſhould die in this Moo. 
- Bur the Cardinal gave no Credit ro him: Tho' 
- one would think he had ſome Reaſon to believe 
him in this, for the Sake of- a Former Predi- 
Ction of his, concerning the Duke of Beaufort. 
I have mentioned this Prince, and the Enmiry 
that was between Mazarini and him, whicti 
occafioned the Duke's Impriſonmenr in the 
Caſtle of the Hood of Vinciennes. During his 
Reſtraint, the fore-mentioned 4ſtrologer gave 
it ont in Pars, That the Duke ſhould eſcape 
- out of Priſon preciſely on ſuch a Day. The 
Cardinal being informed of this, waited ill 
the Day: came, deſigning ro puniſh the 4- 
 frologer as a Chear, or ar leaſt ro expoſe him 
. fos.an Ignotanr Perfon, To 'which End he 
"ent for him, and upbraiding him with Pre- 
\umprion anflFolly, m that the Day was now 
' come, and-yer the Duke of Beaufort was ſtill 
a Priſoner, without any, Hopes, or ſcarce a 
Poflibiliry of eſcaping, orderd him to be ſent 


xo the .Baſti/e,. Bur. the .4ſtroleger addreling. 
himſelf; with march abmuldion ang 'Earnelt-. 
_— '- iTy, : Rh 


neſs, 
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neſs, ſpoke to this Effect : May it pleaſe your 
Eminence only to reſpite my Sentence till to 
Morrow, and_ then” bang 'me'if\ you” lo not. find 
that I have. fboke Truth. \\ "The [Day which: I 
foretold, 15 come indeed, bill it -# not paſt.'' A 
Churtier will ſoon convince you," that [I have- mot 
ſtudied 'tha'Science in van” (0 
The Cardinal mov'd with rleſe Words, only 
confin'd -rhe Aftrologer in a ' Chamber of his 
own Palace. And the next Day he receiv'd 
an Expreſe which gave hit» an Account-of 
the: Delk#"s Eſcape; and the Manner of it, viz. 
Thar or rhe Day before; he bad ler himſelf 
down” by a'T:xdder of 'Ropes into the Caſtle 
Ditch, and was no-more to be ſeen or heard 
of, Thus the ©4ftrologer eſcap'd the Car- 
dinaPs Revenge, and- got much- Fame at the 
Colt; which was encreas'd by- the Cardinahs 
Death, falling oft exactly according. ro: his 
Prediction. © - :: wp | 
This Minifter was a very ſubrle-Man ; and 
Cardinal Richlien us'd ro by of him, That if 
he were minded to put a Trick on the Devil, 
he would only ſet Mazarini' to WVork. There- 
fore- he made'him his Confident, inſtructed 
him'if all rhe Secrers of the French Court, the 
Art of Government, and on- his Death-Bed 
recommended him ro the K#ng, as the firreſt 
Man to ſucceed him in the enoganzone of 
the Publick, He was after ' the Death of 
Lews XIII. at firſt oppoſed by. ſeveral Grar- 
dees ; but the Queen's Authority, and that of 
the Prince of Conde ſupported him: Whence 


.\ Aris. A Common Proverb in thoſe Days, The 
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een permits All, the Cardinal Commands All, 
the Prince puts All in'Execution. : For this 
laſt had then the Office of General. | 
This: Mnsſter. was nor efteem'd - ſo Cove- 
tous as his Predeceſſor, yet. be heap'd up Vaſt 
Treaſures ; Part of which he beſtow'd in Mag- 
nificent Buildings and Furniture, the Reſt he 
ſent inro 1taly''to his Father 5 who aftoniſh'd 
at the 'Prodigious Quantities of Gold-he re- 
ceivd;usd ro ſay, Sure it rains: Money in 
France. - However,! he made himſelf Odious 
to the |SubjeFts of this-Nation by his Continnal 
Opprefions ;; and they are glad he is gone, 
Tis a By-Word ar Rome, when any 'Pope 
dies, toſay, Now the Dog u dead,- all bis Ma- 


" Tice 's buried 'with bim. But Idoubt, it will 


nor ..prove:{zrue in the Coure .of France at this 
Juncture.. _ For the; King will ember tind -a 
Miniſter Equal in Subtlery to the Deceagd 
Cardinal, "who ſhall ſupply his Place; or he 

ation''of: Aﬀairs into 
his own Hands. Be it which Way it will, we 
are like to ſee the ſame Maxims purſu'd , fo 
long as Cardinal Richlieu's Memoirs are in Be- 
ing, who firſt taught. this, Crown. ro under- 
ſtand irs 6wn' Strength, , ,.- ; 


Paris,” 24th. of the 3d, Meow, 
of the Year ' 1661, 
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LETTER Il. 
To the Vizir Azem at the Port. 


T Have ſent a Diſpatch to the Mufti ac- 
quainting him with the Death-of the.Car- 
dinal Mazarini, Firſt Miniſter of State, and. 
the Greateſt Favourite that ever livid. Now 
] will inform thee of ſome P which 
I omitred: in pay.Letter ro that Venerable. Pre- 
late, Iris Neceflary for me thus to diſtri- 
bute my Intelligence, with a due reſpect ro 
the different 2uality of my Supertours. | 

Thou, I ſuppoſe, wilt -require fome Ac- 
count .of his Diſpofition and Morals, with 
ſuch a Character as may render. this Great Ge- 
is fanuliar ro-thy Knowledge. 

He feemed ro place his chief . Happineſs in 
apgrandizing his Maſter whom he ſery'd with 
a Zeal ſo pure and difintereſs'd ; a Loyalty fo 
Incorruptible, and by ſuch regular Methods 
of 'Prudence and Policy ; as it in his Days, 
nothing were to be counted Vertue or Vice, 
bur whar- either fayvour'd or dppos'd the; Kxp: 
of France's Intereſt, He was of a Happy 
Conſtitution for a . Courtzer, being by Nature 
Debonair, Complaiſant, Aﬀable, and of a 
Sweet Deportment, Yet Experience and Art, 
taught him ro improve theſe Advantages, to 
the Height of Diflimulation. . You ſhould ſee 
Courtehie and extraordinary Goodneſs flow- 
ing into : every Feature of his Face; You 
hes a E 2 ſhould 
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ſhould .hear Words breathing from his Mouth, 
like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel: Yet at 
the ſame Time, his Heart gave 'the Lye to 
Both. He meant nothing leſs, than that a 
Man ſborild find him as good as his Word. 
He was ever ready to promiſe any Thing thar 
was demanded of him: But in Performance, 
flow and full of Excuſes. Frugal of his 
Prznce's Money, and Liberal of his own. Mag- 
nificent in his Buildings, and rhe Furniture 
belonging to them : Aiming in al! Things to 
exceed orher Men, his Equals; and in ſome, 
ro ſurpaſs even Mighty Princes, his Supe- 
riours. In a Word, he was accompliſh'd with 
all Qualifications requifite in a PFortunate 
Courtier, and a good Stateſman. 

Yer after all, this Sublyne Genius yeilded 
ro Death : 'But not like Common Mortals. He 
died altogether like himſe/f, withour fo much 
as changing thar ſettled Gravity, and Serene 
Air of his Face, as had been Remarkable dur- 
ing his Life. He made the King Heir of his 
Eitate, and bequeathed abundance of Lega- 
CICS. | 
To fay all in Brief: If he was Great in his 
Life, he was much more ſo in' his Death ; 
mingling his laſt Breath with rhe Sighs and 
Tears of the King, who lamented his Depar- 
_ with the Mourning of a” Son for a Fa- 
ther, 


Paris, 26th. of the 3d, Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 
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LETTER IF. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma-- 
{ker of che Cuſtoms at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Efterday a Diſpatch came to my Hand 

from a very Remote Part of the Earrh 
Our Coufin T/z#f fent it from Aftracan, a 
Famous City ſor Traffick, formerly belonging 
to the Crim Tartars, but now in the Pofletiion 
of the Moſcovites, He has been there a Con- 
fiderable Time, finding Profit by Merchan- 
diſe: For, there is a vaſt Reſort to that City 


from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, Moſcevy , and 


other Provinces of Europe and Aſia. The 
Roads to ir, are daily covered with the Ca- 
ravans of Trading People. And the River 
Felga can hardly ſuſtam the Innumerable 
Mulrirade of Veſſels that "Tranſport Paficn- 
ocrs with their Goods backwards and for- 
wards, berween Aſtracan , and the Repion.: 
round about the Cafhian Sea, into which that 
Mighty River diſcharges it (el. 

Tſerf is ' Ingenious, and has pirch'd upe:1 
ſome Advantageons Way of enriching him- 
ſelf, which remprs him ro take-up his Abode 
in that City, and there end his Travels; or ar 
leaſt, he will repoſe himſelf there, till For- 
rune preſents him with a fairer Opportunity 
of encrealivg his Wealth.. * 

ET73 In. 
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In the mean Time, I perceive by his Letter, 
- that he gers Money apace, lives very happily, 
and has the Wit to keep himfelf free from the 
Yoke of Marriage, which embaraſs'd him ſo 
much formerly. He ſoon pur that rrouble- 
ſome Wife our of his Mind, after he had DF 
vorc'd her ; and he neyer fail'd to gratify him- 
felf with new Amours, where-ever he came in þ 
his Travels. He writes very Comically ; and 

I can't forbear ſmiling, when he tells me, He 
has had as many Concubines as the Grand Sip- 
nior. By which thou wilt perceive, "Thar 
Teuf 1s much addicted ro Gallantry, He 
frankly confefles, That he firſt learned this 
Mode of loving art large in Perfia, eſpecially 
ar Iſþahan'; where he ſays, 'tis a Mark of Ho- 
nour for a Man to be good at Intriguing 
with the Ladies: And he 1s calld a Turk by 
way of Difgrace, who frequents not every 
Evening the Gardens and Houſes of Pleaſure 
in the Suburbs. Bur he adds, rhat in India 
the Liberty of courting Women is much 
greater. And that the very Narure of thar 
Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion, 
In a word , our Amorous Kinſman retains the 
lame Humour ſtill. 

Yer this does not hinder him from proſe- 
cuting his neceflary Afﬀairs with Diligence, 
and Alacriry, He difpatch'd a- Buſineſs for 
me at Archangel in Ruſſia, and another at 
Moeſco, very dexterouſly. Which convinces me, ' 
that he is not leſs Sedulous and Careful in 
Things which concern himſelf, He ſays, the 
Moſcovites are the greateſt Drunkards 1n the 
World, 
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World. Their Chief and moſt beloved Li- 
quor, 1s What the Trench call, The Water of 
Life. Tis a Chymical Drink, ,exrracted from 
rhe Lees of Wine, or other Strong Beverages : 
ſuch as thou know'ſ is common among the 
9 Greeks, Armenians, and Franks in the Le- 
F vant. When the Moſcovites are once got in- 
, to.a Houſe where this Near is'Sold, and 
© area hitle warm'd and elevated with it, they 
will not depart till all their Money's is gone : 
Nay, they will pawn, their very Garments 
jrom their/ Backs in .a Frolick, rather than 
want their Doſe of this Inebriafting Sruf, 
and go our ſtark Naked in the Coldeſt Wea- 
ther that is, fall aſleep in rhe open'Streets, 
and yer are ne'er the worſe for it when they 
wake, but go to their daily Work with the 
greater Ardour, For, *tis only the Common 
People. are guilry of this Extravagance. As 
far the Gentry ang Nobility, they are more 
cloſe and reſerv'd in their drunken Debau- 
chcs. 

The Moſcovitres, according to the Chara» 
n, Qer he gives me of rhem, are a very rude and 
e unpolith'd People ; Surly.ro one auorher, and 

extremely rugged to Strangers. They de- 

- ſpiſe. all other Nations in the World, and fay, 
*ris impoſſible for any Man to go to Heaven, 
who has not a Meſcovite Soul in him. They 
profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, and were for- 
.merly of the Greek Church 3 but now they 
have ſeparated themſelves, and fer up a Pa- 
triarch of their own, to whom ſo great a Ve- 
neration is paid, - that the Emperour him- 
SET E 4 ſelf 
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{elf holds his Stirrop when he mounts on 
Heorſe-back. .' * Che 04d t 

Brother, I defire thee to ſpeak advantage- 
ouſly of 1/orf, ro the Tlluſtrious Kerker Haſſan, 
and tothe other Baſſa's of the Bench. He will 
be a ſerviceable Man to the Grand Signior, if 
encourag'd by ſome Place of Honour and Pro- 
fit. IT wiſh 1 could fay the ſame uf our Cou- 
[in Solyman, Burt he is too Wiſe in his'own 
Lander, --_ cs DAS xn 

Dear Peftel;, excuſe my Abtuptneſs ; 'For 
my Hours are divided-between the Service I 
oweto the Sultan, and the Aﬀection I bear my 
Friends. 


Paris, 7th. of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 
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7o Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sci- 
ences, and Renſioner to the Sultan. 


[| Have. heard of thy Fame, and the Manner 
of thy Conzerſiox to the Law brought down 
from Heaven : How that from a- Chriſtian 
Prieſt, thou arr become a Muſſulman Abdalla, 
that ,is,.. a. Believer and Servant of 'the- True 
Ged.;, May thy Reward, both *here and here- 
after, be. according: ro thy Inregrity in this 
Change of Faith and Religion: Fox Hypecrites 

| are 
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are neither Acceptable ro God nor Man. Yer 
moſt Men are Proſelyted for Intereſt, Fear; 
or other Humane regards, - And in the Senſe 
of the Chriſtians, thou knoweſt, a Renegads 
and a VillainareReciprocal Terms. 

The Inſupporrable Miſeries of Servitude , 
rempt many ro embrace Circumciſion, which 
at once ſets 'em free, and often puts 'em in a 
Condition to mend their Forrunes, and live 
more happily than they did, even before rhey 
were Captives:: whilit Ambition and Ava- - 
rice,are prevatling-Motives with others in more 
Proſperous Circumſtances ro be of the Grand 
Signior's Religion, that fo they may riſe in his 
Fayour;, =T obrain ſome Conſiderable Pre- 


ferment at the Court, or Office in the Army 3 


like the Ancient Melchites among the. Chri- 
ftians, who- were fo call'd, becauſe they al- - 
ways profeſs'd the Faith -of the: GrecianjEm- 
perours, withour examining whether 1t was 
Orthodox or no. A Sorr of Religions Para- 
fites, who would be any Thing. to ſerve their 
own Intereſt, and Adore the Devi! himlelf, 
provided their Sovereign | ſhew'd. 'em an Ex- - 
ample, | | 
Yer after all, there are ſome who change 
their Relig:on in pure Sincerity,: only compel'd 
thereto by the Dint of Exalted . Reaſon, and 
Motives of Verrue. Such as theſe are 'Think- 


_ ing Men, Perſons of Bold Spirits, who dare 


call in Queſtion the Tradition of rheir Fathers, 
examine the Principles in which they were E- 
ducared, diſpute every Thing, and bring all 


79. the Standard of Natural Truth, 
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I rejoyce to hear thar thou art one of this 
Character, and not in the Number of Coun. 
rerfeits or Bigors : For ſuch bring no Credir 
to the Religion they embrace, but rather a 
Scandal. Yer the Arms of the Munificent Port 
are open to receive all who profeſs that God is 
One, and that Mahomet 1s his Apoſtle ; leaving 
the Scrutiny of their Intention, ro him who 
ſearches the Hearr. . 

Thy Learning gives thee Fair rtuni- 
ries- of doing Good. Pur it to a Roſe Ute. 
Convince the I1ifideſs whom rhou haſt for- 
faken, of their Errors ; Confirm the Trae Be- 
Levers, in the Faith withour Blemiſh. 

Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and by 
thine own Exemplary Lite, which laſt will 
prevail above Ten Thoufand Eloquent Ser- 
mons. 

In a'word, ſhew thy ſelf a True and Faith- 
ful Folower of the Prophet on Earth, and God 
will tranſlate thee ro his Company in Paradiſe ; 
where Moſes will introduce thee, Feſus will 
Entertain thee with Joy, and all the 124000 
Prophets will welcome thee to the Pleaſures 
which know no End. 


Paris, 21ft. of the 5th, Moor, 
of the Tear 1661, 
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LETTER V. 
To the Mufti. 


| E are apt to admire ſome Strange 
SY Paſſages which we find Recorded 
in Ancient Hiſtory, and whoſe Truch is out of 
the Reach of any Mortal to ove : Yer we 
flight the Miracles which ate before our Eyes, 
Evident Matters of Fact, which no body can 
contradict, Whence this ſhould proceed, I 
know not, unleſs it be from a Natural Kind 
of Drowfineſs in the Sou/, Common to the 
greateſt Parr of Men ; like the Sleep of thoſe, 


- "Who cannot ſo ſoon be awaken'd by the loud- 


eſt Noiſes they are accuſtom'd ro, as by the 
ſoft and ſtill -Tdea's of a ſtrange' Dream ; So we 
regard nor the Things ro which we are daily 
habiryated, tho” in themſetves -never-ſo prodt- 
gious : Whilſt we ſtart and are amaz'd ar the 
moſt Ordinary Relations of Antiquity, only 
becauſe they are Novel ro us, and we were 


not. Eye-Witnefſes of + the Things: them- 

T farmerly ſent; a" Letter ro-Cgra Hali, the 
Sultan's Phyfician, wherein F mentioned ſeve- 
ral Phyſicians of 4/abia, who" in paſt Ages,” 


* were Eminent for ſome Remarkgble Cures, 
"Bur, 'I rell thee, 'not one of rhem conld match 
' the *King of France's. Succels in Curing an 
"Eoldemile 


a Diftemper, which they call the. 
/ Diftemper, which they EIT 


— 
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KINGSEVIL. The General Symptoms 
of this Ma/ady, are tertain Swellings in the 
Face, Neck, or other Parts of the Body ; 
ſomerimes accompanied with Blindneſs, Deafe 
neſs, Lamenefs;” and” vthet Imperfections. 
Thoſe who are troubled with this Diſeaſe, 
flock to the King's Court.at certain Seaſons of 
the Year, 'and being introduced, into his 'Pre- 
ſence, he only, touches the Part - affected with 
his Hand, and an Infallible Cure: follows. . 
They ſay, this Fo has been Inherent in the 
Kings of France.: for many Generations. :; And 
. the, Prieſts mggmify, 1t as, a Great,; Miracle... NW : 
—Þ- Bur, I tell thee, all the Prodigy, in my, Opi- k 
nion, lies in.the-Strength- of the People's Ima- 
_—_— which thou- knoweſt works halt the 
-ure in many Diſtempers. ,'The Prieſts ſtand | 
by the King, whulſt he touches the Sick:: They 
repeat their , Geſpel, rand ule certain; Prayers ] 
and Exorciſms,: being veſted-all in White like | 
Magicians... Theſe Ceremonies are; perform'd 
with abundance of Gravity, which itrikes ,an 
| Awe into the Credufous ;Parients.., And ro 
! render. the, Bufneſs yer more. Myſterious ; 
whereas other Phyſjcians take. Money, of the 
Sick, this Royal Zſculapius beſtows' a. Piece 
of Gold on every ane, whom. he rauches, which 
they. are. :obliged ro:wear about theix Necks as 
long as they live., Now whether the Charm 
lies 4n the Gold, or the \Kzng's Touch, or the 
Prayers. and Cerementes.of the Prieſts, or final- 
ly in-the, Patients Fgricy; it, matters not much, 
This is certain, "That Thouſands who come to 
the: King's Feer, very 'much diſorder'd by this 
be Evil 
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as 


Evil, find a ſenfible Alteration in their Bodies, 
before they depart from-his Preſence ; and in 
a few Hours or Days at moſt, are perfectly 
MON... - | 

Perhaps, the K3zngs .of Frante have ſome 
Magical or Phyſicat-TmEture in their Blood, 
Or, it may be, they have found out the Phz-. 


 leſopher's Stone, ſo much ralk'd of ; and .deli- 


yerd it down. to their Poſter:ty,. as a Part of 


the Royal Inheritance... Which - enables the 


promen King., to do ſo ,many Prodigious 
ings both at Heme and Abroad, in Peace 
and in 7/ar, beſides his. Part in Curing this 
Sickneſs. I am no Reficrucian, nor very fond 
or credulous of Mzrracles ; yet I often wonder 
at the Treaſures of this Monarch , which ap- 
pear Inexhauſtible. Bur rhe Ways of Kzngs 
are ſecret, and he of France is. fingular-in his 


Myſterious Methods of growing Rich' and 


Grear, - Neither do all. his Magnificent Ex- 
pences, ſeem- to diminiſh his. Wealth. The 
King of Sueden has been his  Penſioner ever 
fince he began ro Reign: And Millions of 
French Golt are diſperſed among the Ger- 
man Princes. vs 

Theſe Things cauſe his SubjeRs to defcant 


' variquſly. Bur I referr 'em to thy Oraculous 


Judgment, whoſe Single Tefta is of Ten Thou-. 
nd Tintes more Wotth, than the Decrces 'of 
a French Parliament, 


Paris, 3d. of the 7 thi, Mcon, 
" of the Tear 1661, | 4 


LETTER 
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To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Val 
Sidon. | 


Nov I will vent Holy Things, and whar rhe 
* Divinity ſhall inſpire. The M7rls was in 
Weeds when Hoſain the Prophet was ſlain, and 
the Mzoon (put on her Mournzng Dreſs. The Tyms- 
brels of Perſia, Arabia and Babylon.were heard 
in the Dead of the Night: Their Sound reach'd 
to the Third Heaven: The Shepherds ran to 
the Heights of the Earth, to diſcoyer the Oc- 
cafion of ſo much Noiſe. The Sentznels of 
Farts and -Caſtles gave the Alarm, and the 
Men of War took hold of the Sword the Bow 
and the Spear. The Typrx ovexflowed its 
Banks , and Dzarbekir became a Lake, A 
Dark Body of -Clouds oyercaſt the Sky, .and 
ured forth Thunder, Lightning and Hail, 
ire. ran along on the Sands of the Deſart, and 
the Air was all in a Flame, Horrour poſſeſs'd 
the Minds. of Mortals, and the angel them: 
- . ſelves-were Uneaſy. The Beaſts of the Field 
ran; into Dens and Caves, ,and the Dragans 
were- touch'd with Remocſe. . Qnly the more 
Venomous K#/ilbaſchi ſwell'd with Pride : The 
Poyſon of Murder and Hereſy had puffed up 
their Souls : They and their Poſterity are ac- 


curg'd to this Day, and to the Hour of the Ir- 


reyocable Sentence, 
| O Santone, 


y_ 
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O Santone, Great is thy Faith,. in that thou 
haſt abandoned the Shadow of rhis World, and 
ſeparated thy ſelf from the Contagion of Mor- 
= I revere -the Majeſty of thy Sublime 
Soul, the Intellect- ranging at Liberry. Thou 
daily gathereſt Flowers from the Garden of 
Eden, and being in the Body, enjoyeſt the 
Sweets of Paradiſe. Kings would lay down 
their Crowns to taſte of thy Pleaſures, did 
they but know them, and exchange all rhe 
Glory of Empires, for one Moment .of thy 
Uuſpeakable Bliſs. Thou Companion and Care 
of Angels, Darling of the Monarch Onmipotent ! 

Where-ever thou heſft down, whether by 
Day or by Night, the FPatchers Above ſtand 
ready with Umbrella's to skreen thee from the 
Scorching Beams of the Sun , the Chilling 
Darts of the Moon and Stars, and from all In- 
juries of Weather. The Elements go out of 
their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all Nature 
eſpoules. thy Intereſt. 

The Merchant hires a Thouſand Camels, 
and loads them with the Choiceſt Riches of 
the Levant. He endures all the Fatigues of 
a long and dangerous Travel, rhrough Sy, 
Arabia and Perſia ; runs the Riſque of Rob- 
bers, Diſeaſes, and Ten Thouſand Methods 


of Death: and after all his Hazards and' 


Pains, is not -half ſo Happy nor ſo Rich as 
thou, who aboundeft in Every Thing, becauſe 
thou defireſt Nothing which thou haſt not, 
or that is Unneceflary, The Plough-men la- 
bour for thee in the Field, and fo do the Ar. 
#ificers in the City, The Noble and the Vwl- 
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gar are thy Purveyors, and the Greateſt Sove- 
reigns pay Tribute to thee. Every Houſe is 
thy Home, and rhey count themſelves 'Ha 
py, under whoſe Roof. thou vouchlafeſt' ro 
ſleep. They are'really ſo ; for Benediction 
accompanies the Perfect Man in all his Ways, 
and the Favours of Heaven over-take them 
that ſhew Kindneſs to him. Thou art Lord 
of-orher Men's Eſtates, and every-Man's Field 
is thy Inheritance.” Thou enjoyeſt the Riches 
of this World;: without being tainted with 
the Vices that attend 'em, and receiveſt 
Immartal- Afſurances-and Seals of the Future 
Glory, in ' the. Life which is ro come. Oh! 
Happy Eftate of the Righreous !*Oh ! Life-ro 
be truly envied ! . 
, As for me, Im like a Galey-Slave, chain'd 
dbwn-to his Oar, and forc'd ro Row Incel- 
fntly whither the Mafter of the Veſſel Com- 
mands,- So am I oblig'd ro obey the Dictates 
of my Superiours, whether there be Sin inthe 
Caſe or no. - I am faſten'd in the Cares-of this 
Vain World, and the more Particular Anxic- 
ties of State, From all'which thou art Hap- 
pily free. | 

Oh' that'ir were Lawful for me ro ſhake 
off- rhe+ Fretting Yoke, and difintangle my 
ſelf from the Snares of Humane Policy ! Thar 
I might live like the Men of the Firſt Ages, 
who honour'd the Earth as theit Conmen Mo- 
ther, and made no Envious Encloſures! They 
ſported Innocently on her Fragrant Boſom, 


and never moleſted -rheir Kind Parent, 'by If 
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the Milk of her Breaſt : Her Veins ftream'd 
with Wine: and Honey. They banquetred on 
Variety of exceflent Fruits, and no Body 
thought of Kuling and Eating his Fellows 
Animal. The-Birds could then range the Air 
without Fear of the Fowler ; neither did any 
Yawling Huntfman rouze the Timorous Hare 
from her Sear. The Roes and the Hinds could 
ſcamper at Pleaſure o'er the Plain, without 
being. harrer'd to the Mounrains. and ' Rocks 
for Sanctuary ; neither did any-ſly Angler tre- 


'pan'the Fiſh of the Rivers, As- for the Sea, 


twas then Unknown 3 No Man as yer, had 
ventur'd on thar Perfidious Element, or found 
out the Uſe of Ships. There was in thoſe 
Days no Foreign Commerce or Traffick, nor 
any Need of it, Every Region ſupply'd its 
Inhabitants with whar- was Uſeful and Ne- 
celfary : And thoſe Temperate Morrals defir'd 
no more. They liv'd withour Irregular Ap- 
petires, free from Ambition, Fraud and Blood. 

This is the Life ſo much defir'd by me, and 
which thon actually enjoyeſt. God augment 
thy Felicities and Raptures, that thou mayeſt 
paſs from one Viſion-and Exraſy to another, 
till Gabriel ſnatch thy Soul away in a Divine 
Tranſport, beyond the Poflibiliry of a Relapſe. 

Holy Santone, whilſt thou art an Earth, 
pray for me ; and when thou art among the 


| Inimortals, ds me ſome Favours which may 
| laſt for ever. 


gd Paris, 26th. of the-8th, Moon, 


of the Tear 1661; 
LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


To Dgnet Oglou, 


eep Canpay with all Sorts of Peo- 
ple. Hence I indifterently affociate my {elf 
with Stateſmen, Souldiers, Courtiers, Prieſts, 
Fidlers, Mechanicks, Seamen; or Perſons of 
any Profeflion, from. whom I can hope for 
any Improvement: For, there is hardly fo 
deſpicable a Fellow in the World, who may 
not teach an Inquiſitive Mind ſomerhipg, t0 
which is was. a Stranger before. & 
Sometimes; I converle with Painters, whom 
I generally find to be Men of Wir and Senle, 
but- very lewd and diflplute : However, . thzy 
ſerve to divert my Melancholy, to which thou 
knowelt L am much inclin'd. For they are 
the. merrieſb Sparks in the World, abounding 
with {mart Repartees, Jeſts and. Comical Sto- 
ries,befides a Hundred Mimical Tricks. of good 
Buffoonry ro: make one laugh; that ir is al- 
moſt Impoſſible ro be. fad in their Com- 
ny. : 
5" ew are moſt of them bred in the Acade- 
23, or in Colleges and Schools where the '$ci- 
ences are profeſs'd : Ir being in a Manner ne- 
ceffary, Thar Men of this Trade ſhould have 


a Smack of all Sorts of Learning, and elpeci-| 


ally, that they ſhould be indifferent good 
Hiſto- 


M*. Buſineſs in this" Place obliges me to if 
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Hiſtorians ; they being many Times defir'd 
to repreſent Pieces of Antique and Modern 
Hiſtory, without a Pattery, They have a 
very Facetious Way alſo of teHing a Story to 
the Life, as well as of drawing it fo in Pi- 
ure. They would diflotye the moſt ſtiff 
and moroſe Hadgi into Laughter and Jollity, 


' to hear how gracefully they will ridicule rhe 


moſt- ſerious Matters, and rurn every Thing 
into Burleſque : For they are Admirable Saty- 
riſts by Nature. 

Yer theſe are not all alike, but difter mn 
their Tempers like other Men. Some of them 
are "_ _ Starely, orhers Fawning and 
Abjett: And all of them great Humor:/t.s 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemskark , 
a Famous Painter, that was born at a Village 
of the ſame Name. He died in the Year of 
the Chriſtians Hepira, 1574. This Man had | 
amaſs'd together in his Life Time a Vaſt 
Quantity of Money ; and having no Wife or 
Children, nor other Relations of his own to 
leave it to, he was reſolv'd to do ſomething, 
for which he might be: talk'd of after his 
Death. I have heard of many dying Men, 
that have had one Caprice or other in making 
their laſt 7/7 and Teſtament : But thou wilr 
lay this of Martin's was Singular, For, on his 
Death-bed he bequeath'd all his Wealth to be 
diſtribured into Equal Dowries or Portions , 
wherewith to marry a certain Number of 
Maids of Heemskirk, his Birth-place, Yearly,on 


this Condition, That the New-married Couple, 


with all the Wedding-Guelts, ſhou'd dance on 
his Grave, Ir 
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Iris neceflary for thee ro know, that ſince 
his Dearth, there has been a grear Alrerartion 
of Religion in thoſe Parts: The Inhabitants, 
which in his Time were Roman Catholicks, are 
now all Proteſtants. And ar rhe Time of this 
Change or Reformation, as they call it, it 
was the General Practice of rhe- Proteſtants, 
to demoliſh all Images and Croſſes where-eyer 
they found 'em. Now it was the Cuſtom of 
the Rem: Catholicks to ſet up a Croſs at the 
End of every Sepulchre of the Dead. Yer, 
lo great a Veneration have the Heemslrkers 
for the Memory of this Painter, that whereas 
there is not a Croſs to be ſeen ſtanding in all 
the Country beſides ; yer his, being of Braſs, 
remams untouch'd, as rhe only Title their 
Danghters can ſhew ro his Legacy. 

"T wasa more Cruel and Inhumane Caprice 
of an Italian Parnter ( I think his Name was 
Grotto) who deſigning to draw a Crucifix 
ro the Life, wheadl'd a r Man to ſufter 
himſelf to be bound to a Creſs for an Hour, 
at the End of which he fhou'd be releas'd a- 

ain, and receive a Conſiderable Gratuity for 
is Pains. But, inſtead of this, as ſoon as 


' he had him faſt on the Croſs, he: ſtabb'd him 


Dead, and then fell ro drawing. He was e- 
Reem'd the Greareſt Maſter in all- Fraly at 
that Time. And having this Advantage, of 
a Dead Man hanging on a Creſs before him, 
there's no Queſtion, but he made a Matchlels 
Piece of Work on't. 

As ſoon as. he had finiſh'd his PiFure, he 
carried it to. the Pope, who was aſtonifh'd, as 
at 
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-e | at a Prodigy of Art, highly extolling the Ex- 
n | quiſiteneſs of the Features and Limbs, the 
s, | Languiſhing, Pale Deadneſs of the, Face, 
-e | the Unaffected Sinking of the -Head : In a 
is | Word, he had drawn to the Life, not only 
ir B thar Privation of Senſe, and Motion which 
s, | we call Death ; butalſo rhe very Want of the 
or Þ leaſt Viral Symptom. 

of This is better -underſtood, rhan expreſs'd, 
'< | Every Body knows that it is a Maſter-piece 
r, | to repreſent a Paſſion, or a Thought well and 
-s & naturally, Much greater is it to deſcribe the 
's | total Abſence of theſe Interiour Faculties, fo 
It & as to diſtinguiſh the Figure of a Dead Man, 
s, & from one thar is only aſleep. 

r Yer all this and much more, cou'd the Pope 
diſcern in the Admirable Draught which Gi- 
etto preſented him. And he lik'd it fo well, 
thar he reſolved to place it over the 4/tar of 
his own Chappel: For, thou know'ſt, this is 
the Practice of the Nazarenes, to Adore P5- 
Aures and Imapes; Giotto told him, Since he 
lik'd the Copy Þ well, he wou'd ſhew him 
the Original if he pleagd. - | 

Whar doſt thou mean by the Original, ſaid 
the Pope ? wilt thou ſhew me Chrift Ts 
on the Croſs in his own Perſon ? No, replt'd 
Giotto, -bur P'll ſhew yaur Holineſs the Or:- 
ginal from whence I drew this, if you wall 
abſolye me from all Puniſhmenr. 

The good old Father ſuſpecting ſomething 
extraordinary by the Painters thus Capitular- 
ing with him, promis'd on his Word to: pat 
don him, Which Gietto believing, immedi 


aivl 


x 6” SW a” 


RT" SY *,v 


94 Letters Writ by Vol.VI, 


ately told him where ir was : And attending 
him To the Place, as ſoon as they were en- 
ter'd, he drew a Curtain back, which hun 
before the Dead Man on the Croſs, and to 
the Pope what'he had done. 

The Holy Father extremely troubl'd at fo 
Inhumane and Barbarous an Action, repeal'd 
his Promiſe, and rold the Painter, he ſhould 
ſurely be put ro an Exemplary Death, 

Giotto ſeeming reſigned to the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd upon him, only begg'd leave to fi. 
niſh the Prifure before he dy'd ; which was 
granted him. In the mean while, a 'Guard 
was ſet upon him to prevent his Eſcape. As 
ſoon as the Pope had caus'd the PiFure to-be 
deliver'd into his Hands, he takes a Bruſh ; 
and dipping it in a'Sort of Stuff the had ready 
for thar Purpoſe, daubs the .P:Fure all over 
with it, ſo that nothing cou'd now be feen 
of "the Crucifix: Bur ir was quite effacd in 
all outward Appearance. 

This made the Pope ſtark mad: He ftamp'd, 
foam'd and tav'd like one in a Pliren'ly. He 
ſwore the Painter ſhould fuffer - rhe moſt 

Cruel Death that cou'd be invented, unleſs 
Be=. drew -another full as good as the former : 
For if bur the leaſt Grace was miffing, he 


wou'd not pardon him. Bur if he cou'd pro- 


duce an exact Parallel, he wou'd nor . only | 

ive him his Life, -bur an Ample Reward in | 
oney. 

4 "The Paznter, as he had Reaſon, deſird 

xkis- under the Pope's. Signet, that be might 

; nos be in Danger of a Second Repeal; Which 
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Way 


Vol.VI. aSpyat PARIS. 95 


VI, 
was granted him. And then he rook a wer 
2n- | Sponge, and wip'd off all the Varniſh he had 
np} daubd on the. P:#ure. And the Crucifix ap» 
is ones the ſame in all Reſpects, as it was be- 
ore. 
ſo .. The Pope, who looked on this as a great 
'd I Secret, being Ignorant of the Arts which 
1d | Painters uſe, was raviſhed-art the ſtrange Meta- 
morphoſir. And to-reward the Painter's treble 
0- Þ Ingenuity, - he abſolv'd him from all his Sins, 
fi- £ and .the Puniſhments due to them ; ordering 
4s {| moreover his Steward, to cover the Pi&ure 
-d Þ} all over with Gold, as a farther Graruiry for 
\s | the Painter. And, they ſay, this Crucifix is 
e | the Original by which rhe moſt famous Cru- 
.» 8 crfixes in Enrope are drawn. © 
y I need make no other Reflection on this, 
r | Than thar as the Suppos'd Murder of Feſus 
n | the Son of Mary, is the Source of all the Chri- 
n | ſtians Devotion ; fo the real Homicide which 
this Painter committed, has made it more in- 
; | renſe and fervent, by how much the Cruci- 
e fixes drawn after this Pattern, excel all that 
t & were ſeen before them, in the Tragical Portrai- 
$ | rureof the Martyr'd Meſſtas. 

And, from this Reaſon. it is, that Painters 
> | are in fo great eſteem among the Italians, 
- | becauſe they form the Gods which thoſe Infi- 
? | dels Adore. Ir is no wonder therefore, rhar 
: I rhe Chief Head of their Church, ſhould ſo ea- 

fily Abſolve Murder in a Painter, as a Venial 
| | Sin, eſpecially when ir is done in Ordine ad 
- & Dewn, as the Feſuits ſay, that is, to pro- 
; © mote God's Glory, as the Bope caf'y per- 
| IRS: 2 NEE zuaded 
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ſuaded himſelf this was : Since Idolatry is the 
main Engine which , ſupports the State and 
Grandeur: of the 'Roman "Court. And , all 
the' World knows, that Holy City is a Type' 
of Heaven ;' or ar leaft, the Crafty Prrefts 
would fain repreſent.it ſo. | was: 
My Friend, thou and T have ſeen enough 
of their Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily, 
Praiſe be ro God, they had nor Power to per- 
vert us. Our Faith remains inviolate : We 
{till - poſſeſs rhe | Integriry' of "Muſſulminys , 
the Native Attach we' owe to the Prophet; 
who 'was ſent tro Exterminate Idols, fr a 
word, we Adore none bur One' God, Creator 
of the Worlds. May that Incomprehenſible 
for ever keep us in the ſame | Faith and 
Practice, rill rhe Releaſe of our Souls. 


Paris, 13th. of the gth, Moon, 
of the Tear 1661. 
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LETTER VII. 


ToLubano Abufei Saad, az Epyp- 
tian Knight, 


'J'H6 Court is now at Fontainblean, and 

all ſeems to be diflolvd in Joy for the 
Birth of a Dauphin. "The Dueen was deli- 
vered of this Young Prznce, on the Firit Day 
of this Moon. There's Nothing bur Feaſting, 
Dancing and Revelling on this Account, with 
Bonefires and Congratulatory Addrefles, Only 
che Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother has 
little Reaſon ro be over-merry, fince he was 
the next Preſumprive Heir of the Crown, in 
Caſe the King died withour Ifſue Male : For 
the Laws of France exclude a Female from 
Reigning. Yer, this Duke difſembles his In- 
ward Grief, for being thus pur by his Hopes, 
and appears as Joytul as the Father himſelf. 
He huggs and admires the Roya/ Babe, wiſhing 
him Healch and Long Life in a Complimenr, 
whom he really could rather wiſh our of the 
World ; or at leaſt, that he had never come 
into it, So violent are the Temptations to a 
Crown, {o itrong the Deſire of Empire, That - 


{ the Nearnels of Relation, which endears the 
f Reſt of Mortals one to another, eitranges the 
Hearts of Princes from thoſe of their own 


Blood, it they ſtand in the Way of their Am- 


nor 
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« not ſpare- to ſay, the Duke of Orleans has e. 

- nough of this Vice to attempt great Things, | ? 
were not his Genius over-aw'd, by the Match- 
Teſs Forrune and Spirit of his Brother. 

Neither is the King himſelf Inſenſible of |} © 
this; remembring = whar Warmth the 
Duke received the Flattering Addreſſes of ſome 
- Courtiers, during his Brother's dangerous Sick- 
neſs, when the Phyſicians had well-nigh given } 
him over for a Dead Man. 

I was acquainted. with this Paſſage but lare- 
iy by Ofmin the Dwarf, who watches all the 
Mortons of this Court. He: tells me that rhe 
King being inform'd, a Rumour was whiſ- F 
.pered among the Grandees of his Death , P 
cauſed them all ro be ſent for, and to: paſs 
through his Chamber, whilſt the Curtains of G 
-his Bed were drawn open, that they might & _ 
ee their Sovereign alive, tho? in a bad State of th 
Health. He fays moreover, That the true (| 
Reaſon, why ſeveral Lords of late have been E 
removed from their Offices about the King, is I:-* 
becauſe he reſented ill the roo early and paſ- 
fionate Court they made to the Duke of Or- fp. 
leans, on the Report of his Brother's Death, 
”Tis natural to all Men to love themſelves, 
.and ro defire the Diſpoſal of their own Af- 
fairs, No Man would be content to have his 
Eftate given away by his Servants, art their 
.own Diſcretion. And Sovereign Monarchs | 
are the moſt Jealous of all Men in ſuch Caſes: 
Particularly, the King of France is known to| 
\be a Prince very ſenſible of his Honour, and 
Toon touched in that Point, by the leaſt Ap-Wp,. 
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pearance of Diſ-reſpedt in his SubjeRs, and of 
Encroachmenr in his Neighbours. 

a4 As for the Duke of Orleans, he is a Prince 
c of no great Character, either. as a Souldier, 
Lf ora Stateſman. Neither has he been much 
© ralked of in the World, till rhe Begianing of 
© EF this Year, when he Married an Engliſh Prin- 
ceſs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to the late 
* | Murder'd Kng of that Nation. 

We have had another Match here alſo, be 
tween the late Duke of Orleance's Daughrer, 
and rhe Prince of Toſcany, Theſe things oc- 
C. cafion various Difcourſe among thoſe wha 

pretend to Weigh exactly the diferent Inre- 
(! reſts of Chriſtian Courts, eſpecially of ſuch as 
of I ore concerned in the New Alkances. For, the 

Greateſt Morarchs here in the Peſt, marry 
of only for Profir and Advantage, ro Fortify 
* | themſelves by a cloſer Union with the Houſe 
ro which they are Ally'd, Whereas our 
Eaſtern Princes only . indulge their Paſſions 
© $3 the Choice of their Wives; admitting none 
* Jo their Embraces, but the moſt Exquiſite 
h Beauries that can be found, And where rhey 

* Fonce pitch their Phancy, rhey neither regard 

Vo Riches, Honour, or any other Recommen- 
dation, ſave ' what their Love ſuggelts ; be- 
ir ng themſelves Inexhauſtible Fountains of 
|; ealth, Nobiliry and good Forrune to all 
{who have the Happineſs to be in their Fa- 
vour. 
They ſcorn to ſell rhemſelyes, and profti-. 
te the Glory of their Diadems to a Fqreign 
CSPrince, for the Sake of a little Gold, and 
; ME. WE much 
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much Trouble, with a proud Female, whom 
perhaps they never ſaw. Yet this is the com- 
mon Practice among the Princes of the Na- 
your Belief ; Who conſider nor, that in- 


ead .of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, | 


and a Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a 
Traytor, an Enemy : Eſpecially if ſhe be a 
Woman of Wir and Intrigue, as moſt of them 
are. This made the now Lueen-Mother, the 
Relit of Lews XIII, ſuſpected by her Huſ- 
band ; and the prefenr Sh of France is un- 
der the ike .Circumſtances: And it will al. 
ways be ſo, where Princes Match themſelyes 
afrer this manner, and cannot . debar , their 
Wives from holding a ſecrer Correſpondence 
with the Family fronr which they Delcend, 

Afluredly, the O:toman Politicks are the moſt 
refined and ſecure.of any in the World ; our 
Religion moſt Holy, and our Morals moſt 
Sound. Which Three are evident Signs, That 
God has raifed up this Sacred Empire, to ſub- 
due all the Nations on Earth, and bring 'tm 
to the Faith of his Divine Unity. 


Paris, 9rh. of the 11th, Moon,. 
of the Tear 1661, 
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LETTERING. > 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Signior, 


I Am now in my Chamber by a Glowing 

Fire, wanting Nothing that can comfort a 
Reaſonable Man : Whilſt I hear the Winds 
whiſtling, the Snow driving upon my_ Win- 
dows, and the hollow Voices of the Hatch 
proclaiming a Night little leſs Cold, rhan thar 
laſting one they feel in the Artick Circle once a 
Year. Yer I wiſh my ſelf ina Plain, or on 
the Top of fome Wigh Mountain , where 
I might feel Nature in the moſt Rigid of all 
her Humours. TI love Variety, and 'ris a Pain 
to be confined to- Pleaſure ir (elf, when 'tis all 
of one Kind, or what I'm us'd to. 

'Tis to thee, my Dear Hal:, I owe this 
Thought, when you told me once, as we were 
walking together in the Cemetery of Sultan So- 


| lyman's Moſque, That Man 1 made for all 


Things. 

I remember the Elegance and Foxce of Rea- 
ſon with which you. explained your Senti-- 
ments, upon a Loſs which I had then ſuſtain- 
ed by Shipwrack ; comforting me with this 
Reflection, thar all the Gains on Earth*are 
only Burdens ; all the Riches, Honours, Ptea-- 
ſures, and whatſoever is defired by Morrtals, 
are bur ſo many Clogs to tie us faſter to this, 

F 3 Lirrle, . 
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Little, Narrow Globe, where we ave born to 
trample on as our Foot-ſtoo!. 

All this is true; bur I conſider farther, That 
the Occurrences of this Life ought to be re- 
ceived with Indifference, and we ſhould be as 
Chearful in a Priſon, as in a Palace 3 becauſe 
Nothing can happen to us, which was not 
decreed by Fate. Methinks I could po as free- 
ly ro Torments in a Juſt Cauſe, as to a Sum- 
pruons Banquer. FI could ſmile ar the Malice 
of my Perſecurors, and triumph o'er the Vain 
Executioners, when I ſee them ſwear ar rheir 
Inhumane Toil, and yer can never have their 
Wills of a Soul caſt in fach a Moldas mine, 
Whatever they may do with my Body, tho! 
they excruciate me with a Thouſand Inventi- 
ens of Cruelty, tho' they reduce me to Aſhes, 


yet they cannot rob me of my Reaſon. Nei- 


thet Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor any other 
Inſtrument of Barbarous Rage, can hurt my 


Thoughts. I ſhall ftill have the Power of | 


Meditating, in Spight of 'em all : And I e- 
fteem thar the Specifick Happineſs of a Ra- 
tional Creature. There's no fuch Thing as 


Pleaſure or -Pain, 'but what our Opinion-þ 
makes ſo. I have tryd to handle Fire; I've & 


graſped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 


Hand, with which I now write, The de- || 
vouring Element ſoon faſtened on. my Skin, |! 
and eat its way through into my Fleſh, whilſt 7 
I was buſy in Contemplating irs Narure and: % 
Effects, wirhour being concern'd in any Senſe ? 
of Pain, I kepr a tite Rein, and curb'd my 7 


Soul, I held ir within. Compaſs, and would k | 


nor 


- 
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nor ſuffer it to- winch, or laſh, or flounce our- 
of ir ſelf, or-deſcend into my Body, to reſcue © 
the Part affeted, or be concern'd art its Grie- - 
vance. But when T reflect on the Inconve- 
niences that might follow, and that ir would 
hinder me from ſerving the Grand Signior and 
my Friends, I threw the Coals away, well - 
ſatisfied that I had made the Experiment: * 
without prejudicing my Reaſon, or falling in- 
to any Paſhon Unbecoming a Man. 

I take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in 
Eating or Drinking ; in Labour, as in Reſt ;-: 


in Watching, as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs: 


or Contrariety in Nature, Which does not af--- 
ford me as much Delight as Mediocriry, or the * 
Golden Mean it elf, I find Guſt in every 
Thing that happens ro me. And this I take 


| tobe the Proper Part of a Mufſulman, or of - 


one Reſipned to God. 

Yet this hinders me not Trom buſtling in 
the World, and proſecuting my Buſineſs with 
Alacrity and ſome-Eagerneſs. We are born 
for Action, and nor wholly for Thoughr. 
'Tis a mix'd Life we are to lead on Earth. 
Bur when I fail of my End or defired Suc- - 
cels in any :Undertaking, I ain not troubl'd , 
conſidering I was born: to: encounter Evil as 
well as Good in this Mortal State. 

In all that I have faid. I donor pretend to 


| the Celebrared Apathy of the Stoicks. I feel 
$ Pleaſure and Pain-from rhe ſame Objects 


which ' thus affects other Men: Bur I feel 'em - 
with Indifferencc, not ſuffering my Under- - 


: ſtanding and Judgment to participate with my 


Paſſion and. Senſe, 4 
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F have perceived my ſelf ſometimes tur Ago« 
nes, which I rhought exactly anſwered the 
Character of rhoſe which dying Perſons feel. 
And I belieye they were in a Degree the very 
fame : Yer I found no Panick Fears upon me, 
no Dread of that Amazing Change : Bur ra- 
ther certain Blooming Hopes, Young, Tender 
Springing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts of 
a New Lite, rhe Unavoidable Effect of that 
which we call Death, wherein I promiſed my 


ſelf the Pleaſure of Freſh Enjoyments -and | 
Diverſions, to which I was wholly then a |} 


Stranger. 

If thou thinkeſt this roo Extravagant, and 
that Death is not a proper Object of our 
Wiſhes, yet thou wilt at leaſt acknowledge, 
Thar ir may furniſh us- with ſufficient Argu- 


ments of Conrent and Acquieſcence, fince no | 
Man can avoid it, and it 1s ſure to entertain 
us with Novelties which we never were aC- | 
quainted with before, which. recommends it | 


under a very deſirable Figure, becauſe Hu- 


mane Nature perperually covets New Things. | 


I have ſeen Perſons Condemned to Death *® 


here in Pars, who have been offter'd Life on 


ne 


certain Conditions not agreeing with their } 
Humour ; yer have refuſed it, and rather | 
choſe Death which they knew would free 'erm | 
at once from all their Preſent Troubles. And * 
thon know'ſt with what Reſignation our | 


Greateſt Baſſa's ſubmit their Necks to the % 


Executioners, when the Grand Signior thinks 


kr to call for their Lives. All that they reply ix 


to the Fatal Mandate, is,, The Will of my So | 
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vereign Lord be dene. They at once gather 
up. all the Strength of their ſcatrered Reaſon, 
and ſhrink their dilated. Souls ro a Point, 
Then with a Re-doubled Force, they. ſhake 
off their Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and 
the Pleaſures of this-Life, .as a Man rowzes - 
from. a-long Dream or Trance. With Smiles 


and a profound Submiſſion they kiſs-rhe Royal 


Firme, being awaken'd to the Thoughts of 
more uUluitrious and Serene Joys than: this 
groſs Earth affords , even to the Ineffable 
Pleaſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe - 
that die in Obedience and Peace : Since they- 
are tobe eſteemed Martyrs, as well as choſl 
who meet Death in the Field of :the Sacred - 
Combat, in the War tor our Holy Faith. - | 
Oh! Thar it were my Lor thus to- expire in 
Honour, ro have my laſt Breath mixed with + 
the Devour Afpirarions and Suffrages of True 
Believers, that ſo my Example might edify- 
others, and the Publick: Character of an Un- - 
tainted Loyalty might benefit my ſelf : Whilſt 
Fame proclaimed it before my Arrival art rhe 
Inviſible Regions, to prepare the Ghoſts of Juſt 
Men to bid me welcome, and give me a kind / 
Reception, who am yer wholly a Stranger in 
thoſe Parts of the World : For Death ir felf 


. cannot baniſh-me out of the Univerſe. And 


there's my laſt Comferr. 
Thou my dear- Phyſician, wilt conclude, 
I'm Melancholy by this Kind of Diſcourſe. . 
Bur I tell thee, *ris only another way of Ex- - 
preſfling rhe Secrer Pleaſure and howar gray © of : 
my: Soul, Which is more to be yalued by him*+ 
EEE TR thar : 
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that enjoys it, than all the Laughter and Ex- 
ravagant Mirth in the World. Theſe only 
ruffle our Paſſions, and” raiſe a Duft in our 
Eyes: whereas the other compoſe and pu- 
rify our Reaſon, giving us a Conſtant Pro- 
ſpe of Things Paft, Preſent, and ro Come.. 
So thar we can never be at a Loſs, bur always 
ready equipp'd for the worſt Contingencies.. 
Hal:, Adieu, | 


Paris, 15th. of the i2th, Moon, - 
of the Mar 1661, 


DM 
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"AE Court of France in all things ens | 
deavours to tmitate the Ancient Gran- 
deur of the Roman Emperours, and their -Po- 
licy. As they had their Amphitheatres, where- | 
on were exhibired all Sorts of Shows and Spe- 
Aacles to divert the People in Time of Peace ;- | 
| ſp have theſe- their Theatres whereon accord- | 
i ing to the more Acceptable Mode of the * 
| preſent Age, are + x map the Various : 
Kinds of Vertue and Vice ; Men's Follies , 
and Perfeftionsz; Modern Humours, and 3 
the Ancient Moralicy ; Intrigues of Love , 
and of Stare ; Surprizing Actions of Jar, and |} 
the Subtle Overtures of Peace 3 The Jrany) by 
0 
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of: Sovereigns, and Rebellion of Subjets, In 
fine, wharſoever is treated of in Books, is here 
Acted to the Life on the Stage, and with fo 
much Advantage of Scenes, Interludes, Muſick, 
Dances, Language, Wir, Humour, and the 
like Charming Circumſtances; Thar a Man at 
ſome Hours cannot better paſs away his Time, 
than in being preſent art theſe Entertainments. + 
Where all that he has read, either in Ancient 
Or Modern Hiſtory, deferving Remark, ſhall 
be-ſucceflively preſented to his View, aseffica- -- 
ciouſly as if the Perſons were now m_ and * 
in preſence, whole Actions each Play delcribes. 
There you ſhall be introduced as it were, 
into the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus : - 
You ſhall accompany Alexander the Great in 
his Expediticns through Aſia : You ſhall ſee - 
him die of Poyſon at Babylon, and the Mace- 
donian Empire Cantoniz'd among his Off- - 
cers : You ſhall behold all the Roman Ceſars -* 
in their R:/e and Fall: With whatſoever Parrti-- - 
cularities were obſervable in this or any other - 
Renown'd Monarchy on Earth ; not exchud.. 
ing the laſt and moſt Univerſal Empire ef -- 
the Ottomans, For theſe Infidels preſume to 
act o'er again, the Parr of Tamer/ain, and lead 
about in Dramatick Triumph, the Encag'd, 
yer ſtill Invincible. Bajazet, In Habits, -which .. 
only become the deſtin'd Conquerors of the 
FY/orld, theſe Slaves dare perſonate the Glori- - 
ous Solyman, Mahomet the Great, the Vidto- - 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himſelf , the --- 
Stouteſt Emperour that ever Reigned : I mean, -- 
the: Uncle of our preſent Sovereign, _ 


_ 
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Befdes True Hiſtory thus repreſented, rho 
Spectators are ſomerimes diverted with Fabu- 
leus Entries of Gods, Nymphs, Fans , Sa» 
tyrs, Muſes, Graces, Monſters, and whatſoever 
we hnd in the Ancient Poetry. 

There you ſhall fee Prometheus ferching 
Fire from Heaven, to give Life to his Men 
of Clay; Lycaon transformed into a off, for 
his. Inhoſpicable Carriage ro Fupiter ; Gany- 
mede ſnatched up into Heaven by an Eagle, 
and made Fupiter's: Cup-bearer, for his fingu- 
lar Beaury. Ir is pleaſant alſo' to fee Phryxus 
with his Siſter Helle, \wiming o'er: the Hel- 
lefpont on the Back of a Ram, with a Golden | 
Fleece ; whilit ſhe for Fear, falls off, and is- 
drowned : And from her Name [ Helle ] that | 
Sea is ſuppos'd to be fo called, In the mean. | 
while, Phryxus ſwims forward, and arrives at 
Colchys, where he ſacrifices the Ram, and 
hangs the. Golden Fleece up in the Temple ; 
which was afterwards ſtole away by Faſon ard 
his Argonauts, It 1s equally diverting, to ſee 
the Arnifice of the Scenes and Machines, which | 
repreſent Fupiter rransforming-himſelf into a |j 
Show'r of Gold, and: ſo deſcending into Da-- | 
ae's. Lap, when he begets Perſeus on her, | 
who ſubdued the Gorgons, and with Meduſa's 
Head, turned :the Cephen Nobles into Statues. 
In a word, all-the Ingenious Fi#ions of Or- 
phews, Homer, Heſicd, Ovid and. the reſt of rhe 
Greek, and Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, 
nor ſo much from one Earguage to another, | 
as from Words ro Actions, and from Dead, In-- 
animate Characters, to Living Figures of the | 
Things- 


—— 
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Things themſelves. ' For theſe ſort of Plays 
are acted by Men, Women and Children cuk 
Ted our, and Educated for rthar Purpoſe, 


And the Managers are art a vaſt Charge, for 


Variery of Proper” Stenes and ' Dreſſes for e- 
very Occaſion; each Afor being exactly Ap- 
parell'd according tor rhe different Quality of 
the Perſons repreſented, and the Mode of 
the Age and Country wherein they lived. 

Theſe Sort of Divertiſements, are” yery' a- 
greeable borh to the Court and the City. The 
King takes grear Delight in them, eſpecially 
in Ballets, and Paſtorals, which confiſt chiefly 
of good Songs and Dances, mixed wirh bold 
and*nncouth Entries of Antiques, repreſenting 
Monſters and Devils, asthie Chriſtians uſually 
deſcribe 'em. | 

Bur there was lately a check given to their 
Sport, by an Accident which has ſurpriz'd all 
People rhat hear of it, and has puzzl'd the 
molt Intelligent Heads -to- give an Account of 
ſo ſtrange an Occurrence. 

On the 19th. of this Moon, the Xing and 
the whole Court were preſent at a Balet, re- 
preſenting the Grandeur of the French Mo- 
narchy. Abour the middle of the Entertain- 
ment,there was an Antique Dance performed by 
Twelve Maſquerades, in the ſupposd Forms 
of Demons. Bur: before they i cred 
far in their Dance, they - found an Interloper 
amongſt 'em, who by encrealing the Number 
ro Thirteen, put 'em quite our of their Mea» 
fures : For they practiſe every Step and Mo- 
tion before-hand, rill. they» are. perfect, . Be- 
wg 
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ders-the Thirteenth Antique made 'em com- 
mix, they ſtood till like Fools, gazing at one 


another : None daring to unmask, or ſpeak a 


word ; for that would have pur all the Spe- 


Qtators into a Diſorder and Confuſion. Car- | 


dinal Mazarini ( who was the chief Contriver 
of theſe Entertainments, to. divert the Kg 


from more ſerious Thoughts ) ſtood. cloſe by * 


the Young Monarch, with a Scheme of the 


Ballet in his Hand. Knowing therefore, that | 


this Dance was to conliſt but of Twelve An- 


_ , and taking Notice that there were | 
a 


ally Thirteen, at Firſt imputed: it to ſome 
Miſtake. Bur afterwards when he pesceived 
the Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they 


could not procced, he made a more narrow * 
Enquiry into the Cauſe of rhis Diſorder. To 3 


be brief, they convinc'd the Cardinal, that ir 


could be no Error of theirs, by a kind ot de--. ® 
monſtration , in that they had but Twelye ' 
Antique Dreſles of that Sort, which were. ; 
made on purpole for this particular Ballet ; 
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' whereas the Thirteenth Dancer was diſguiz'd }- 


after the ſame manner. Therefore they con- 
cluded, that either the Devil or ſome body 


elſe, had pur a Trick upon *em. That which'- © 


made it ſeem the greater Myſtery was, that 
when they came behind the Scenes ro uncaſe, 
and examine the Martrer , they found bur 
Twelve Antiques, whereas on the Stage there 
were Thirteen. ' 

The preciſer Sort of Bigots gave ir our for 
certain, That rhe Devs/ was amongit 'em : 
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Whilſt others more probably: ſay, "Twas only 


ſome Envious or Ambirious Dancing-Maſter, 
who was-either reſoly'd to be reveng'd for nor 
being one of the Twelve, or defign'd to ſhew 
his Parts Incognito, againſt another Oppor- 


unity, and in the Interim, ſer the Court a 


wondring at his Singular Skill and Dexterity : 
For it was obſery'd, That one of the Thirteen 
far ſurpaſs'd all the Reſt, and did Things to a 
Miracle. 

Be-ir how ir will, ir- has brought to Me- 
mory a_ Paſſage that-happen'd on the like Oc- 
cafion ata Town not far from Pars, abour 
Eighteen Years-ago, yer was nothalf ſo much 
ralk'd of then, as *tis now: Which was the 
Reaſon, I rook no Notice of ir in any of my 
Letters, But now they are big with it : "Tis 
the general Diſcourſe of all Companies, who 
make Compariſons of thar Event with this, 
Perhaps 'twill not be unpleaſant to thee to 
know 1t. 

In the Year 1644. toward the latter End, 
a Company of Stage-Players were at a Place 


' call'd Vitry, entertaining the People with Co- 


medies ; Bur there happen'd ſomething really 
Tragical ro one of the Afors. This Man 
was to perform the Part of one Dead, and 
then he was to revive again by Magick. He 
acted his Parr too truly, and baff'd the Ne- 
cromancers Arr, For when he rouch'd him 
with his Tal/man, as the Rules of the Play 
requir'd, in Order to his Reſurre4;on, the In- 
animate Trunk could not obey, The Man 
was Dead indeed, 

Whether 


— 
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Whether he overſteained himſelf in imi- 
rating the Silent, Still, and. Irrecoverable Pri- 
vations of that Pafive State, and gave his 
ſlippery Sou! a ſtrong . Temptation, with a 
fair Opportunity to .eſcape its Bonds ; Or, | 
whether Heaven had a Particular Hand in {o\ 
Remarkable a Cataſtrophe, I will not preſume | 
to” divine; But this and the other Occur- 
rence, has pur the People quite our of Con- | 
ceit with Plays. | i 

Sage Hal;, remember the Arabian Proverb, 
which ſays, *Tis not good to Feſt with God, |? 
Death or the Devil. For the Firſt neither can ,\ 
220” will be mocked ; the Second mocks. all Men, | 
one- Time or other ; and the Third puts an Eter- | 
nal Sarcaſm on thoſe that are too familiar with 


him. Adieu, 


Paris, 3oth. of the 1ſt, Moon, 
ef the Tear 1.662, 


LET- | 
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LETTER XL. 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


OD unravel my' Soul , reverſe my F4- G 
culties, rurn my Nature infide out, 4 
make me a Monſter of a New Predicament, or hi 


annihilare me, which he pleaſes, if I ami nor fq 
true to my Fruft: Yer the Miniſters of the 
Port ſuſpect me. | | 

By the Thoughts of - Mahomet our Hol i 
Law-giver, whilſt he was climbing the banal y 
leſs Heights of the Firmament, I've a Hearr | 


like the Roman Curtius,, who bravely leap'd 
into the Fathomleſs Abyſs ra. fave his Country l 
from Ruin. They miftake Mabmut,. who i 
think he'll be pimpd out of his Loyaky by , 
Frowns or Smiles, Flarteries or Threats, Gold ; 
or Torrures. I'd run the Riſque of Damnati- \ 
ou it ſelf ro ſerve my Sovereign, or to do any 
Thing becoming a Man of Honour, Yet my | 
Superiours ule me like a Villain or a Traytor. 
Their Lerrers are full of Reproaches and 
Threatnings, as if I were not worthy to live. 
S Tis ftrange ro me, whence all this Malice , 
3 ſhould proceed ; and that after I have done } 
[>| and ſuftered all thar could be expected from 
| a Muſſulman in my Poſt, ro demonſtrate my 
Incorruprible- Fideliry ro the Grand Signior, I p 
' ſhould itill be perſecuted as a Tiafer, and Ene- i 
my to the Ottoman Intereſt, I know nor what , 
ta think of it, k | ; 
{ 
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If I have done any Thing which deſerves 
Death or Impriſonment, why do they nor 
ſend for me to Conſtantinople, and execute 
Juſtice on me ? Or if I am-not thought fir to? 
continue any longer in this Poſt, why do they: | 
nor call for my Commiſſion, and give it to 
ſome Body better qualify'd ? Either of theſe 
wou'd be a merciful Proceeding, compar'd- | 
with the more Cruel-and: Ignominious Way | 
they have invented to murder me ; For, now 
chey put me to a lingring Death, by conti- 
nually corroding and waſting the Piece of my | 


Seul, which is my Life, wich Contemprs and 


Reproaches. 

I am: not ar all tronb!d when they tax me 
with Atheiſm, or lay, Im a Kyſilbaſchs, a | 
Libertine, a Chriſtian, a Heathen Philoſopher ; * 
or when they are pleas'd ro make a Monſter - 7 
of me, a Mungrel Galimaufry, a walking. 1 
Hotchpotch, compounded of Few, Turk , Na- | 
zarene and. Epicure. In loading me with : 
theſe «ray Titles, they rank me with 3 
ſome of rhe Greateſt Morrtals, and engage e- * 
ven our Holy Prophet himſclf to eſpouſe my 
Cauſe, and vindicate my Repuration ; fince } 
he is in theſe very Terms blaſ: hem'd by the 3 
Followers of Feſus : Thoſe Infidels forgetting } 
that their own Meſſias was after the like 
Manner traduc'd by the Fews, who call'd him 
Impoſtor, Magician, Heretick,, Devil, and I 
know not what. This has been the Lor of 
all Holy Men and Prophets, to be envied and 
aſpersd by the Grandees of the Nation and 


Age wherein they liv'd : Becauſe they boldly 
reproy d 


#5) 
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4 rhey glance u 
Z if I were falſe to the Truſt which 1s repos'd in 
3 me. A Crime for which I ever had an Invin-- 
3Z cible Abhorrence, and which wou'd ſooner 
rempt me a Thouſand: Times to die, than to-. 
be once guilry of it. Thou know'ſt my Tem-- 
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reprov'd their Vices, and taught them the fin- 
cere Maxims of Vertue both by Word and 
Example. And though I have not Vanity 
enough to lift my ſelf in the Number of 
Prephets, or Perfect Men ; yer I have Rea- 
ro conclude, Thar all this Perſecution is 
rais'd againſt me, on the Account of the Li- 
berry I rake ro reprehend the Errors and Fail- 
ings of thoſe, who are Slaves to the Grand 
Sipnior as well. as I : Tho! Fhave been com- 
manded to do this by the moſt Auguſt Mins- 


fters of the Empire, But great Men in Pow-. 


er, love not to be told of their Faulrs, They 


wou'd live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, withour- 
the leaſt Check or Controul. They will ra-.. 
ther cheriſh a Thouſand Flatterers and Sycax,- 
4 phants, than ſuffer one Dzogenes to live. 


Bur rhar which vexes me moſt, is, That 
me in ſome E 


per, and I need-ſay no. more, 

I ſhouw'd have burſt with Grief and Indig- 
nation, had I not given my Reſentments this 
Vent, and that to a Friend, who by knowing 
my Affiction, takes one Half of it for hisown 
Share, and fo I'm eas'd, 


Paris, 2. of the 4th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1662, 
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LETTER XY. 


. To Abrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, 


Preacher to the Seraglio. 


| "J HEY have a Proverb here in the FPePt, | 


which ſays, All #5. not Gold that pliſters. 
And tis frequently verify'd in their own | 
Prieſts, who are generally the greateſt Hypo» 
crites in.the World 
. I had not been long in this Ciry, before If" 
ſent a Letter ro Bedredin, Superiour of the Der- 
viſes of Cogni in Natolia, whoſe Soul is now 
With God; wherein I gave him an. Account of '% 
the: Converſe I ence had with a Feſuite. For, * 
pretending to be a Student and Retainer to the 7 
Clergy, I cou'd not avoid the Company of : 
Ecelefiaſticks : Beſides, It was my Intereſt ro 
infinuate into their Acquaintance; and to tell 
the Truth, 'I have made it a great Parr of my } 
Buſineſs to gain a Familiarity with Prieſts, and * 
Derviſes ever fince I came hither. | 
There was Abundance of Reaſon for this, ! 
on ſeveral Accounts. For I improvd my | 
ſelf much- by the Society of thoſe amonglt | 
them thar are Learned;and I edify'd nor alirtle 
by the very Ignorance and Follies of others. 
From ſome I oy out Secrets of State, and 
the Deſigns of Cabals: By others I penerrared 
into the Myſterious Vices of their own Order. 
In.a Word, all of them taught me ſomething 
or 


Vol.VI. «Spy at PARIS. 117 


-or other which I knew nor before; and I ne- 


ver had Occaſion to repent of keeping them 
Company, 

I contracted a particular Friendſhip with 
an Honeſt Friar or Two in this City, who 
were Perſons of Candour and Learning : Bur, 
now they are Dead.Befides,] have had no ſmall 


$ Intimacy with Cardinal Richlieu, and his 


$ Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, if I had nor 


covered the Friendſhip of theſe Princely 
Prieſts, yet ir had been impoflible ro eſcape 
their Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as I 
make. For, it was their conſtant Practice, 
thus ro ſeek our all the Strangers and Travel- 
lers in this City, under Prerence of that 


| Great Regard they had for Men of Merit ; bur 
4 in Reality, to pump our of them Foreign 
F Secrets. 


Cardinal Richlieu profeſs'd a great Kindneſs 


1 ro me, becauſe I had been ar Conſtantinople 
4 and in other Parts of the Grand Signior's Do- 


minions. He ſeem'd alſo ro value me nor 
a little for my Skill in Interprziing Greek , 
Sclavonick,, and other Languazes of the Eaſt. 
Whar he thought of me in's 
divine ; bur I have Reaſon to think, he fu- 
ſpekted me for a Muſſulman. And yer I 
wonder he never ſearch'd for the main Proof, 
the Mark of Circumciſion. Pethaps, 'twas 
an Effect of his Good Narure, as being loath 
to ruin me Irrecoverably. But, 1 rather 
aſcribe ir to Providence, which wou'd not 
ſuffer him, ir may. be, to: make fo Fatal a 
Reflection.; Yer, by his Order ſome Years 


ago 


eart. I cannot- 
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ago, I was Impriſon'd for Six Mn. Whar 
the Meaning on't was, I could never dive into, 
Bur, I had a. ſhrewd Jealouſy of a certain 
Tranſylvanian Reſident at this Court, who 

rhaps might do me ſome ill Offices, The, 

orld's like a Eortery, wherein we muſt ex-- | 
-pect to meet with many Unlucky Chances, - . | 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt eafily p# 
ceive, Thar rhough the Prieſts make a fair 
Semblance of Piery, Morrificartion, and other | 
— nay Verrues, yer they are great Buſy- 
Bod! ; 
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x es, and wholly taken up in Secular Af- 
fairs. J; 
Tf rhis were the Worſt Character they de- I. 
ſerve, they might paſs for very Good Men, 
and neceſſary Inſtruments of rhe Publick 
Welfare: Becauſe, they have rhe Turelage 
and Guardianſhip of all Men's Conſciengss ; | 
they form *em in their Youth, and govern 'em ; 
in their Ripeſt Years. Beſides, rhey have ma- 
ny Advantages of ſtudying the Politicks, more | 
than other Men, as being all Educared in the | 
Academies, where if they be not very dull, | 
they cannot fail of becoming good Hiftorians, '\ 
and Indifferent Stateſmen. For, their Libra- ' 
7ies abound ' with all Manner of Ancient and |} 
Modern Writers ; and their Converſation is | 
oenerally refin'd and pregnant in- Intrigues,  * 
Bur rhey corrupt their Learning, with 
falſe Maxims which they borrow from an 
Intolerable Pride and Senſuality ; perſwading 
themſelves, that they - are as far above other 
Men, that is, the Larry, as thoſe are above the * 
Beaſts Thar God" bas beftow'd on them @ 
Doe. = -.  _ 
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Dignity Superiour ro that of the Greateſt 
Temporal Monarchs ; and, in fine, That this 
Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods 
and Lords of it. 

WhenlT ſpeak at this Rare of the Nazarene 
Prieſts, underſtand me not withour Reftri- 


» | gyg!t chem Perſons of Unblemiſh'd Manners, 
'T ll Facvern x Sinceriry. Bur, theſe are very 
rare ; and the French Prieſts are eſteem'd the 
moſt ſincere of any within rhe Pale of the Ro- 
man Church. 

As for the Italian Clergy, they are mere 
Libertines ; the moſt debauchd and profligate 


4 | Fellows in the World. 
k Adonai the Few, alare Private Agent of the 
e 8 Grand Signior, who had travell'd upand down 


through all T:aly, and reſided a conſiderable 
4 Time tn the Chief Cities and Towns of Note, 
E made many curious Obſeryations and Re- 
marks on the Lives of the Prieſts, which he 
$ ſer down in his Fournal, This I have by me 
$.now, it being ſent me, according to my De- 
? Nl fire, after his Death by Zeidi Alamanzi, his 
JF Succeſſor in that Station, who is ar - preſent at 
# Venice. 
I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with 
4$-no ſmall Pleaſure ; and believe *twill nor be 
. |} unwelcome to thee, to give thee an Abſtract 

2 of whar he ſays. 

Y It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome 
J Things, and deliver himſelf roo parrtially in 
© » © others, our of the Natural 'and Inherent A- 
; FF y<rhion the Few have for the Chriſtians: Bur 


wx 
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- 


tion. There are ſome Good and Holy Men a-" 
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thou wilt find, thar in the Main, he inſiſts 
only on fuch Reflections as ir becomes any 
Man to make, who has the leaſt Spark of 
Common Morality and Reaſon. 

In -the Firſt Place, he pnds Faulr with rhe 
Eccleſiaſticks, in that they abtain from Mar- 
x:age themſelves, yer recommend that State 
to the Laity as a very Holy Sacrament and 
Myſtery of Religion : Whilſt they indulge 
themſelves at the ſame Time in all Manner of 
Laſciviouſneſs, wallowing in Fornication, A- 
dultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy ir ſelf. He ſays, 
there 1s hardly one Prieſt in Ten, who docs 
not keep Two or Three Harlots ; and rhe 
moſt Recluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to 
other Men's Luſts, or they indulge their own 
with the moſt infamous Courtezans and Cata- 
mites, Theſe Pretendcrs ro Perfection and 
SanCtiryz are ofren found Maſquerading and 
Revelling abour rhe Streets, in the Time of 
Carnaval, with a Company of Whores for 
their Attendance, Nay, all the Year round 
their Monaſteries are no other than Stews or." 
Brothel-Houſes, They introduce Women in- 
ro their Cels in a Monaſtick Habit, and fo 
they paſs for Men who come ro vitt them 
as Friends, Relations or "Travellers. Theſe ' 
Ladies of Pleaſure lie thus conceald for ma- 
ny Days and Nights rogether. And the $u- 
perior of the Convent winks at this for a lit- 
tle Money, being moſt commonly as bad as 
any of rhem. 

Theſe Holy Fathers, go marching and 
flouching along the Streets, in the moſt =_ 

wy 


Anſwer, He wou'd conduct her to the Place 
G 


| 
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tify*d "Manner -Imaginible. You wou'd rake 
*em'for perfect Saritonerand Meots. Yet this 
is all bur "Mummery, \whillt they are the moſt 
glozing Hypocrites in the World, ' mere: Dev:!s 
in a City, and abounding in wicked Thoughts 
and - Practices. 

HAbriai tells' a pleafant Stoty 'of- a young 
Monaſtick of St. Deminick's Order at ' Rome. 
This Monk was of Noble Extraction, and 
his Parents were very rich, and-poweriul in 
the Ciry. On which Account he was in- 
dulg'd 'many Liberties, deny'd to' the reſt of 
his Rel:geous Brethren, He was permitted 
to carry"good Quantities of Gold and Silyer 
abour' him, for his Perſotial Expences ; and 
to wear a'Secular(Habir, fwirable -tohis'Birth 
and ' Quality. "Bur this Liberty had like ro 
have provd fatal ro'him' one Night during 
the Carnaval. 

Ir was hte,” and Very*dark,*when-this-Re- 
ligious 'Bully was bearing the Streets , -upon 
the 'Hanr'for 'Whores 3 and” walking under 
certain Piaz7a's near the*'River Tyber., -he 
was -accoſted by a'Woman' mask'd, and in a 
very good Dreſs ; who ſpoke ro him frankly, 
asking him the Way ro 11 Rotundo.. This is 
the Name of a Church in Rome, dedicated ro 
All the” Saints : 'In the Time of the Gentiles, 
*rwas call'd Pantheon, or 'the Temple of all 
the Gods, The” Monk being in 'one of his 
Rambling 'Equipages, and his ' Incliriations 


f equally bent on Pleaſure ; having allo - ta 


undred Florins about him ; preſently made 


ſhe 
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ſhe enquired for, She, after ſome counter: 
feir Eflays of a modeſt -Repulſe, at length 
accepted his Offer: And by the Way, hej 
perſwaded her into a Tavern. The cunning 
Nymph manag'd her Buſineſs ſo well, that 
the Monk over-heated with Wine, - ant 
other coſtly Entertainments, - grew ſo in Lov: 
with her, that he forgot ſhe was ro goto 
the Pantheon, and offerd to wait on het 
home. She accepred the Motion. ;z and rel- 
ling him, her Houſe was ſeated on the Banks 
of the T»ber, they return'd the ſame Way as 
they came, 

When they arriv'd at the P:azza's, where 
they firſt mer, Three Perſons appear'd, mutf: 
fled up in Cloaks:. Two of which ſuddenl 
ſeiz'd the Monk, holding their Ponyards at 
his Breaſt .; whilſt the Third, diſcloſing rh 
hidden Light of a Dark Lanthorn, which h 
held in his Hand, faſten'd en the Lady, an 
made her unmask. As foon as he ſaw he 
Face, he ftamp'd and rav'd, menac'd anl þ 
{wore, h2 wou'd be the Death of thar Vi} 
lain who bad debauch'd his Wife. All thi} 
was bur a tore-laid Delign. In a Word, A 
ter all the Parrs of an abus'd, incens'd, re] 
vengeful Husband, acted ro the Life ; ar laf 
through the Interceflion of the Two othef 
Ruffians, and the Monk's penirent and ſub 
miffive -Addrels, it was. concluded ro ſpar: 
his Life and only ftrip him naked ; leavin! 
him in thar Condition: ro ſeek his Fortur 
.among, the Hatch, 


This 
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This was ſoon put in Execution, and the 


Free-booters, with all their Prey, ſecurely 


march'd. off. The poor Monk, thus miſera- 
bly abandon'd, withour Garments, Money, 


'or any Thing to comfort him in his Calami- 


ry, of to bribe the Match, gave himſelf over 
ro Melancholy and Deſpair, in regard this 
Accident would bring an Eternal Infamy on 
him, and he ſhou'd be no longer able ro thew 


. his Face in Rome, the Seat of his Nativity ; 


nor among any of his Kindred-and Friends. 
Sometimes he rhoughrt to drown himſelf in 
the Tyber ; or elſe ro counterfeit a Phrenly , 
and ſo run bawling, driveling, and- talking 
Nonſenſe through the Streets ; hoping the 
reſt wou'd never be divulg'd. - 

Whilſt he was.in thefe penfive Thoughts, 


 irreſolute . what ro do, the Ditch walking 


their Rounds, bolted uÞþon him on a ſudden ; 
and fecing a naked Man, ar that Time of 
Night, in ſuch a ſolitary Place, ar firſt were 
ſtarrl'd, as tho* they had mer a Ghoſ# ; bur 
recollecting themſelves better, they boldly 
{eiz'd his Perſon, and examin'd how he came 
in thar Condition. | | 

It was in vain for: him ro beg, entrear, and 
promiſe any Thing, if they wou'd nat” &x- 
poſe him to open Shame. This did bur in- 
creaſe their Gariofiry and Sul 


| icion. | Int a 
Word, the Place of their "yas rar being 


very near the ſame Tavern where this unfor- 

runate Monk had regal'd his Strumper, rhey 

led him thither, and kept him Priſoner till 

the Morning, He" that kept 'the Houte- re- 
| SL 
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member'd. his Face again ; and knowing that 
the Governour of Rome had a ſecrer, Enmiry 
againſt the Monk,. and all his Race, ſent bim 
private Intelligence ,of this Adventure, en- 
.couraging him..ro. take this Opportunity of 
Revenge ; hinting withal, That he need nor 
take notice, that he knew the Monk, but 
only puniſh him as an ordinary Fellow , 
breaking the Laws of the Ciry. 

The Governour , pad. of this Occaſion ; 
"when the Monk was brought before him, or- 
der'd him to. be, whip'd ' through the very 
Street, where his Monaſtery ſtood. This was 
"done. accordingly ; and as he paſsd by. the | 
Gare, bis Brerhren, ſeeing him, in that Con- ' 
Mition, ruſh'd our, and refcu'd him from the - 
Executioner's Hands ; breathing Revenge 
' againſt rhe Governout, and; all rhar were con- 
cern'd in -putring. this . Diſhonour on their 
Houſe, and the whole Order. | 

I muft be forcd to break off, before I have 
inform'd thee of half their Tricks; leſt I 
ſhou'd tire thee with the Length of my. Let- 
ters. Beſides, ir is neceffary ;for me. ro con- 
;, clade, unleſs. I wow'd.: mils, my Opportunity : 
For the Poſt tarries for no Man. | 
._ ., Venerable Haag:,. live thou to, enjoy the 
Serene Pleaſures of .Vertug and Innocence, 
..and pray for Mahmny, that, he may never. be 
Kain'd with the Corrnprions and Vices of In F 
fidels, among whom. he reſides. | 


; Paris, 18th. of the Sth; Moon, 
of the Year 1662, 


LETTER || 
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LETTER XII. 


To the Chiaus Baſl. 


THE French King's Genius ſeems alto- 
| gether .bent on. Martial and Politich 
Affairs ; and tho' he allows ſome Moments to 
his Love, yer the greateſt Part of his Time is 
conſecrared 'to the Neceſflary Afairs of State, 
and to the Improvement of Milirary Diſci- 
pline. This has been his Courſe ever fince 
the Death of Cardinal Mazarini. That Mi:- 
mſter, whilſt he was living, endeavoured No- 
thing ſo earneſtly as ro divert the Young Mos- 
narch from minding Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballets 
and other ſoft Entertainments, Bur as ſoon 
as he was dead, the King began by Degrees ro 
forſake his Youthful Recrearions, and look 
into the Aﬀairs of his Government. 

" The ' firſt Bold Stroke of Regal Aurhoriry 
which he gave, was the Supprefling the Super- 
intendant of the Finances, a very Ancient Of- 
fice in France, but much abus'd of late by 
thoſe who have enjoy'd ir, For, having the 
Management of the Royal Revenues, it has 
been found our, Thar they embezzel'd rhem 
to their own private Uſes, purchaſmg Houſes, 
Caſtles, Towns and the faireſt Eftares in the 


Kingdom tor them and their Poſteriry. 


The laſt in this Office, was the Szeur Fou- 
quet ; Who, beſides the waſte he made of the 
gy was. King's . 
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Xing's Money in this Kind, was laying up an 


Extrordinary Provition 'of Arms and Pow- 
der in Be/le Iſle, a Sea-Port of France : which 
gave the Kiyp o great a Suſpicion of his ill 
DeSigns, Thar he went in Perfon after him as 
far as Nantes; and being there farther in- 
formed of a private Correſpondence held be- 
eween the Szeur Fouguet , and ſome Male- 
contents of Cardinal de Retz's Party , he 
cauſed him to be arrefted, and ſent Priloner to 
the F7od of Vinciennes : From whence he has 


been lince brought ro rhe Baſtile, This was | 


done in the 9th Moon of the laſt Yeary and 
was the Occaſion . of erecting a New Chamber 
of Juſtice, ro enquire into the Conduct of 
thole who were employed by Fonquet in the 
Management of the Finances. 

The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has al- 
.1cady made, of rhe Chears and Tricks practi- 
{cd by thole through whoſe Hands the King's 
Revenues have paſs'd, will, its thought, move 
the K3rg to-cſtabliſh it as a perpetual and Sc- 
vereign Court of Inquiſition : So that not the 
Value of an 4fper ſhall henceforth be paid ont 
ot. the Royal Treaſury, withour. the Approba- 
tion .of this Chamber, He has alſo retrenched 
many ſuperfluous Offices in his Houſhold , 
that he may the more ealily ſupport the Char- 
ges of thoſe that are Neccſlary. 


Thou wilr better comprehend the Wiſdom |} 


_ of this Pr#nce, when thou ſhalt know, that 
he truſts Nothing abſolutely to his Miniſters, 
bur pries into every Thing himſelf. He examips 
Martrters of the ſmalleſt Moment, as narrowly 
as 


— 
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as the moſt Importaht Concerns. He makes 


| daily Reformarions among his Domeſtich Ser- 


vants, and New-Models both the Army and 
the Srate. Which is alfo no ſmall Argumerr 
of his Courage, and the Greatneſs of his Sp.- 
rit, in that he dares contradict the Methods 


| of all his Propenitors ; take the Frame of this 


Mighty Government,. as it were to Picces;; 
and having mended every Thing rhat was 
amils, join it together again ; bur after a Par- 
tern wholly depending on his own Judg- 
menr. This has aſtomſhed the Grearei! 
Stateſm:n of the Age, who conſider the Bold- 
nels.of the Undertaking, and yer cannor tind 
one falſe Step in his Meaſures. For whereas 
formerly, the Princes of the Blood, the ' Of:- 
cers of the State, the Governours of Provinces, 
with other Grandees, have given frequen: 
Trouble to the Kin2s of France, and nor tcl- 
dom rais'd Civil FJz;, when any Thing dit- 
paſted them ( fo great was their Power, and 
ſo ſmall their Dependance on the. X72 : )-: 
This Moznarc has, by 2 Happy Eflect of his 
Judgmer: and Relolnticn, given fo dexrrons 
a Turn to the whole Sy/fem of the Publick, 
that the P7ixces find themſelves more aggran- 
diz'd than Ever; the Officers of the Crown 
percerve their Digniry encreas'd witli New 
Luftres, and the Governours of Provinces ex- 
erciſe 2 Stronger Hand over their Subjects; 
yet all of them are reduc'd toar entire Depen- 
dance on the' King himſelf, nor being in a Ca- 
pacity ever to Rebel again, Whichis eſtcent- 


ed a Miracle of Policy. 
G. & As 
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As he has thns gained the Point of his Sub- 
Jjeas ar Home, and eſtabliſhed his Realm in 
the mo!: perfect Oeconomy that can be imagin- 
ed ; ſo he has recovered a particular Honour 
Abroad, thar till this Time has been always 
diſputed berween the Crowns of France and 
Spain. 

It ſeems an Embaſſador from Sueden ar- 
tiv'd at the Engliſh Ccurt in the 10th, Moon of 
the laſt Year: The French. Embaſſador ſent his 
Coaches to honour his Publick Entry, as is U- 


' ſual between Friends. Bur the Spaniſh Em- 


baſſJador, deſigning to affront the French, ſent 
his Coaches alſo ro atrend rhe Ceremony, ac- 
companied by his own Servants and a Rabble 
of Idle Perſons whom he had hir'd on Pure 
poſe. Theſe fell on the French as they were 
paſſing along the Streer, killd ſeveral of 


them, and by Force ſtopp'd their Coaches, till 


thoſe of the Spaniſh Embaſſador were got be- 
fore- them ; the Preheminence of Place being 
the Chief Thing aim'd ar. 

This was highly reſented ar the French 
Court, and every body thought that a freſh 
War would. break our again between the T wo 
Nations on this Account. Theangry Young 
Monarch commanded the Spaniſh Embaſſa- 
dor reſident here to depart the Kingdom ; and 
when another was ſcnt to ſupply his Place, 
the King forbad him to enter his Dominions. 
Complaints were made at Madrid, and all 
Things tended ro a Rupture: Till at Length 
the Kip of. Spain, baving, promiſed ro make 
Satisfaction, his Embaſſgdops was A 
als 
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this Court, who aſſured the King, That his 
Maſter diſavow'd the. Action of his Mini- 
ſter in England, and had given expreſs Com- 
mand to all his Embaſſadors in Foreign Courts, 
not to diſpure the Place with thoſe of France, 
bur to yield itro the latrer, where they ſhould 
borh be preſent at the ſame Entry, This was. 
declar'd-in the Preſence of Thirty Foreign 
Miniſters reſiding at” this Coure. Which has 
rais'd a vaſt Reputation to the King of France 
among all his Neighbours, and: ſtruck the 
greater Reverence into his Subjefs ar Home. 

" Ina word;he is look'd-upon as the moſt For- 
runare Prince in Chriſtendom, and every State 
courts his Friendſhip. He gives the Law to 
the reſt of Europe, yer remains himſelf Ar. 
bitrary. and aboye Controul. 

How long his Afﬀairs will continne ar this. 
Height, is known only to God, who exalts and 
abaſes whom he pleaſes; who is the ſole Mo» 
narch of all Things, Reigning for ever with- 
out the leaſt Shadow of Reyolution or 
Change. 


Paris, 12th. of the 7th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1662. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the Same. 


'T was late when I fniſt'd my other Letter, 
being the Hour of the Devi/'s Range, when 
the Infernal Spirits are permitted to air them- 
ſelves in this Upper World. Methought I 
heard the Clatrering Eccho of the Gates of 
Paradiſe, which are ſhut at that Seaſon ro 
keep out - the D.cmons from: entring and di- 
Kurbing the Repoſe of the Bleſſ'd. This 
made me conclude fo abruptly, leſt ſome bu- 
fie Scribe of the Dark Regions, ſhou'd have 
inſerted Evil in my Letter whilſt were aſleep. 
I recommended my. ſelf ro God, and went to 
Bed. After Two Hours Reſt awaking, I 
..perceiv/d by the Crowing of. the Cocks, Thar 
the Troops of Hel! were retir'd ro their Den, 
 chas'd down by Arfurns, and the Guardian 
Conſtellations of the South, and by the "Angels 
of the Second Watch, 'Fhen I aroſe, and chear- 
fully addreſs'd my ſelf ra God, praiſing him 
for the Succeſſive Benefits of Day and Night, 
and extolling his Magnificent Works, with 
rhe exquiſite Order that he has eſtabliſh'd in 
the World. Remembring alfo that I was a 
Man, and not born to ſleep, but to ſerve the 
Grand Signior and my Friends, I readily ſer 
Pen tw Paper again, to give thee a farther Ac- 
court of the French King and his Court, with 
tuch Occurrences as have happen'd of late. 


This. % 


| 


ws 
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This Menarch is very Singular in his Con- 
duct, and Manner of Life ; not brooking ro 
be confin'd 10 the Maxims of others, bur 
ſquaring all his Actions by Rules-of his own : 
Yer 'ris difficult to find a Fault in his Proceed- 
ings, He hears the Adyice of his Counſelors 
and Friends ; and when they have done, he 
convinces them in many Things, Thar they 
are under a Miſtake ; which makes *em ad- 
mire the Force of his Reaſon, and the Rea- 
dineſs of his Wit, eſpecially when they ſee the. 
Events anſwering Expectation. 

Neither is he alrogerher (o Intent on State- 
Matters, but that he ſomerimes gives himſelf 
the Diverſion of a Familiar Diſcourſe with 
the moſt Ingenious Arti/ts of all Sorts, who 
tind rhemſglves-much improv'd by the Quick- 
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neſs of his Invention, and the Solidiry of his- 


Judgment in the Mechanicks : For he is an 


Excellent Gun-Smith, Sword-Cutler, Armour- * 


Maker, and every Thing that becomes a King 
ro profels. 


He is a good Archite& alto, and rakes vaſt 
Delight in. Buildings, having laid the Foun- - 


darions of ſeveral Magnificent StruRures, Pa- 
laces of a Noble Deſign, and intended to out- 
vy the molt Polite and Glorious Fabricks, of 
Ancient Grezce and Rome. For, I tell thee, 
this Monarch wou'd not willingly come . ſhorr 
of any of the Ce/ars. 
Ar the Beginning of this Year, he aggran- 
diz'd his Conrt, by a Promotion of Sixty T'wo 
Kyights of the Holy Spirit. 
mention'd this Order. in my Letters to the 
Minſter: 


I have okten 
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Mznifters of the Port ; and thou thar haſt 
beeen in Fravce know'ft, Thar 'tis the next 
Step to being made Peer of the Realm. I 
ſralk only inform thee, that during the Ce- 
remonzes of this laſt Promotion, the Dukes of 


Vendofme and Longueville had a Feud ahour- 


the Precedency, which at laſt was adjuſted in 
Favour of rhe Former. In a Word, the King 


dechr'd rh2 Honſe of Vendoſme to have a. 


Right of Priori: before all other Princes, and 
to rcceed ih the Throne is {elf, next after the 
Houſe of Bourbon. 
This is look'd upon as a Bold Effort of 
al Power, and has ſtartled all: rhe Corre, 
No tefs ſarprized were they. to ſee the Duke 
of Lorrain reſign all his Eſtates ro the King 
. of France, reſerving only the Poſſeffion of 'em 
during his Life, | 
And,.now-rhe' Kjnp having weather'd the 
Point with all his Enemies, both Fore;7z and 
Domeſtick, ſtudies Nothing more earneſtly, 
than to divert his .Oueen, and to ler his Subjetts 
tafte rhe Sweets of Peace, the Effect of his 
Matchleſs Fortune, to vehich even Crowned 
Heats find rhetmfelves compell'd ra ſtoop and 
it. | 
On the 5th. of the foregoing Moon, by his 
Appointment was held a Tournament or Ca- 
rouſel, as the French call it. This. is a Sort 
of - Exerciſe on Horle-Back, in Imiration of 
the Ancient Manner of *ighting with. Spear 
and Shield. © 
The Place v'nere they run, was raild a- 
bour,, and Mag:\\1cent Chosſcs [erected for the 


, 
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Deen. and Ladies. of the Court to fit in, as 
Spetators. The Divertifement, was very 
Pompous ; And the Kng was one ofthe Com- 
batants. The Reſt were the Duke of Qr- 
leans the King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, 
« -the Dukg of Enguien San to the Prince, and 
the Duke of Guzze. Each of theſe led a 


Troop of Horſe into the Field. Thar of the 


King's was habited after the Manner of the Qld 
Roman. Knights. The Duke of Orleans's made 
a. Figure like the Perſians ; the Prince of Con- 
de's repreſented the Qtromans. The Duke of En- 
gtten's Troop were in Indjan Habits; and the 
Dukg of Guie's appear like the Salvages of 
America. It wou'd be roo tedious to deſcribe 
the Particular Magniticences of each. Suffice 
it to ſay, That they were all prodigiouſly Ma- 
jeſtick and Rich in their Equipage. The Cour- 
ſes alſo they made, were Brave and full of 
Gallantry. But the Prize, which was a Di- 
amond of Great Value, was adjudged to the 
Prince of Conde by the Pueen-Mother. 
One of the Former Kzngs of France, loſt 
his Life at this Royal Exerciſe, being -run 
[ through the Eye into the Brain by the Spear 
'f ofanErgliſh Knight then at the French Court, 
and one of the Combatants : For which Rea- 
ſon, the Following -Kzngs of France, forbore 
[| to expoſe themſetyes to the like Danger. . Bur 
this Young Mars fears nothing, being as Ven- 
turaus.and Bold as was Sultan Amurat, the 
Trophies of whoſe Victorious Combat with 
the Perſian Challenger at the Siege of Babylon 


LL 
EI - 


hang up in the Treaſury to this Day, as Mo- 
wuments 
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numents of his invincible Courage and Strength. 
Sultan Achmet alſo took great Delight in | 


throwing the Lance with his Courtiers in the | 


Atmeidan. Theſe are Sports fit for Kings and 
Great Generals. And ſome of the Roman 
Ceſars themſelves wou'd play the Gladiators. 

It is not lawful.for me' to cenſure or re- 
fiect on the Actions of my Sovereign, Bur.I | 
will tell thee what rhe French ſay of him by 
Way of Contempt ; That he never Combated 
in hy own Perſon, with any Thing but Timorous 
Hares and Hinds. It makes me bluſh to hear 
the Great Emperour of the Eaſt thus blaſphem'd 
by the Prophane Mourhs of Tnfidels. And it 
were to be wiſh'd, he wou'd' do ſome ſurpriz- 
ing Action, to raiſe himſelf another Chara- 
Qter., I fay no more, bur recommend thee to 
God and the White Angel. | 


Paris, 12th. of the 7th, Moon, | 
of. the Year 1662, 
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LETTER XV. ' 


To Zedi Alamanzi, a Merchant: ; 
at Venice, -.» 


'J' H0U haſt oblig'd me beyond my Ex- 
peCtarion, in that Ample Hiſtory of thy , 
Life, which thy Letter contains. I eſteent- 
thee nor the worſe, becauſe thon werr born of | 
Chriſtian Parents ; but rather pur the higher 
Value ox thy Merit, in that being bred in Su- | 
perſtirion and Error, Thou haſt voluntarily 
embrac'd the Truth, without any Proſpect of 
advancing thy Intereſt. | 
When a' Man of a Noble Stock, born to 
Riches and Honours, bred in Softneſſes and 
Delights, and actually pofſeſs'd of x fair E- 
ſtate, ſhall rhus abandon his Country , his 
Relations, Friends and' Acquaintance, with 
all his Native Rights and Enjoyments, purely 
for the Love of God, reſigning himſelf whot- 
ly to the 7ll of Deſtiny, and the Condutt of 
Providence, without conſulting his own Eaſe a4 
and Delight in this World ; 'tis an Evident il] 
Sign of a Faithful Heart, and that his Inte- | | 
grity 1s withour Stain. ; 
All this and much- more, it ſeems, thou 
7 haſt done, and therefore thou - can'ft nor fail 
S of being Happy in-this World, and-in Pa- 


radiſe, 


I am 
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I am extremely pleas'd in reading the ya- 
rious Adventures of, thy Yayth, thy early In- 
clinations to viſir Forezgn Countries, and thy 
Actual Travels rhrough Europe, Afia, and 


Africa, This is the only. Way to learn true 


-and complete Wildom, For, a Man edifies 


a Thouſand Times more by his own.Perfonal 
Experience of Things,than by all the moſt Ele- 
gant Deſcriptions, that can be mage by others. 
Beſides the Advantage of becoming expert in 
the ſeveral Languages and Djales. of rhe 
Earth ; which he can never learn ſo perfect- 
ly in Books, as by converſing with the Natives 
of each Country through which he paſſes. 
Beyond: all this, there is an infinite Plea- 
ſure in ſeeing the Variery of Objects, which 
every where expoſe themſelyes ro a Travel- 


' lers Eye. There is nothing more delightful 


ro Humane Narure, than to try all Things. 
Man is doy'd with what is too. Familiar to 
him. The moſt Magnificent Palace, wou'd 
appear as a Pri/ox to him that were always 

nd tro i, The Greateſt Fields, and 


moſt ſhady Groves, wou'd afford us no Re- | 


freſhment; if we had not Liberty to ſtraggle 
out of- rhenz when we pleasd. Man is Natu- 
rally wild as other Animals, and 'tis as bad as 
Death to be' reſtrain'd of kis Freedom. I 
had rather ar certain Seaſons, range in a Wil- 


derneſs, all over-run with Weeds and Rriars, 


than in the moſt Regular and Fragrant Garden 


in rhe World. 'I would willingly chuſe the 


Farigue of Climbing up a High, Steep, Crag- 
gy Mountain, forthe fake of a new _ _—_ 


1 


, 


Proſpect ;. 
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8 tries Barren, drying up their 
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in.a. Low Valley, or, Even Plain, tho' gracd 
with never ſo many Inyng Objects, which 
muſt always be the ſame : So, fulſom are the 
very Pleaſures we are daily accuſtomed to. 

I doubr-nor, bur rhat it was very agreeable 
to thee in thy Journeys, when every Re- 


{- move thou made'ſt from Stage to Stage, pro- 


mis'd thee Something Novel and freſh, A, 
Man in ſuch Caſes, 1s apr to think the Sun 
himſelf New, who has ſhined upon him from 
his Nativity : The Air, the Earth, and Wa- 
rers, appear not the ſame Elements, in diffe- 
rent Places; or if our Reaſon convinces us 
their Nature is not changed, yer we look up- 
on 'em as Maſquerades, every Day in a New, 


| Dreſs : Eſpecially when we go from: one Re- 
gion and Climate to another, the Strangenels 


of the Diſguiſe is Ty So Infinite a 
Variety preſents, irs ſelf to thole who tra- 


Bur nothing affords a Man greater Delight, 
than to be familiarly acquainted with the dif- 
ferent Habits, Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and 
Religions of Morrals like himſelf, To fee 'em 
in one Part of the World Adcring the Sun, be- 
cauſe he ſhines on 'em bur once a-Year, whilſt 
all the Reſt of rhe Time they are ſhut up in 
Continual Darkneſs, very near being ſ{tarv'd 
with Cold, and making hard ſhifts ro live ; 
in another ro behold” 'em grimacing, . and hear 
'em curſing that Gloxious Planet, becaule he 
1s always to, near 'em, png Sr Coun- 

ater, anc 
ſcorching 
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ſcorching their Perſons almoſt tro Death ; muſt 
needs be delightful ro a Contemplarive Man. 
And for ought we Know, the Laughter of 
Democritus might be the Reſult of as good 
Thoughts as Heraclitus's T'cars, Who would 
not ſmile ro ſee ſome paying Divine Honours 
to the Scar-Crow of their Garden, to a Tree, a 
Hog, a Dog or any Thing they firſt caſt their 
Eyes on in. the Morning as they do.:in Lapland? 
And yer who can- forbear ta- weep, when he 
ices Men profefling to. believe the Laws of 
Meſes, and the Meſfa, ( who both preach'd 
up the Divine Unity) pretending to the Pureſt 
Rel:7icn in the World, and bred in the Study 
of the Sciences ; worſhip Stacks *and Stones, 
Pictures and ſmages, Nails,, Rags, Bones, 
Hairs,. Birs ,of old .Wood, or any Thing, 
that their cunning-Prieſt impoſe upon 'em as 
Adorable * 

_ Happy art thou, Ag, who art freed from 
theſe Superſtitions of the . Nazarenes 3 and 
Thrice Happy, in that thou haſt chang'd 'em 
for the Faith unblemiſi'd, the Do@rines 'of 
Truth and Reaſon, the Prattices of Sincere 
Morality . and Vertue, Thou haſt not ſhun'd. 
a Rock, ror fall into a Quickſand, nor aban- 
doned. Idolatry, to. fink into Atheiſm : Bur 
thou haſt eſcaped from Narrow Gulphs and 
Streights, into a Free and Open Sea ; from 
the Dark Fogs and Miſts of Frozen Chriſtia- 
xity, ro the bright Empire of the Ofnans, the 
Serene Company of True. Believers, where 
Charity and Zeal are in their Genuine and ' 
Primitive Warmth, . 


Since. 


"us 


—"— 
_ 
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| appily delivered out.o 


\ Since the Time thar thou firſt lifred'ft up 
thy Finger tro Heaven, and madeſt a Confet- 
hon of One God, and Mahomet his Apoſtle, 
none of the Imaum's or Mollah's have-ever at- 
rempred to circumvent thy Reaſon with Feign-. 
ed Miracles, Fooliſh Pilgrimages, Tales of 
Old Women, Fittions of Poets, or any Holy 
Frauds. Thou perceiveſt nothing bur Right-. 
down Integrity, in the Converſation of the 
Faithful. Whereas the Chriſtians whom whou 
bafſt juſtly deſerted, have a Thouſand Wind- 
ings and 'Turnings, Foldings and LIntricacies, 
in their Do#rines and Lives. So that it is 
almoſt- as eaſy for a Blind-Man to walk from 
Parr to Conſtantinople, as for theſe Infidels 
grope out the way to Paradiſe, through ſo. 
many Meanders and Mazes: They ate in- 
. a perfect Circle of Error and 
ice. 

Praiſe be tq God,. who-planted the Moor in 
the Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to darr 
their Refreſhing Rays by Nighr, Thou arr 

f heis Snares... Letnor, 
thy Reſidence now among: them, ever tempt 
thee to return to the Religious. Vanities of 
Holy Trifles, which have once made thee Sick 
at the Heart. Remember, that thou: beareſt 
in thy Body the Mark of a True Believer , 
the Seal of a Great Sacrament , the Chara- 
er of a Profound Myſtery, Circumciſion, 
the Emblem of Purity, by which thou art 
more enobl'd than by the Blood of rhe Poloni- 
an Lord, thy Father, which ftreams in thy 


Veins, For naw thou art incorporated _ 
the 


” 
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the Society and. Lineage of Ibrahim, the Illu- 
ſtrious Patriarch, and Friend 'of- God, Con- 
fider that thou artas it were engrafred into 
the Glorious Stock of the Iſmaelites, born to 
ſubdue. all Things, and' in the derermined 
Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. 
Thou haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand 
S:omor, Lord of the Climates and Seas , Ma- 
Jeſbick Heir of the Ottomans Houſe, Shadow of 
WERE”. - 

Hold fait therefore the Profeſſion of an 
Unblameable ' Faith: And whatever Temp- 
rations thou mayeſt meer with, keep thy 
Mind always fixed on the unſeen Joys of Pa- 
radiſe, the Crown of Juſt and Faithful Men, 


the Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and his 


Prophet, ithour Flinching. 

| A hone ſatutes rhee in Imagination, with 
a parting Kiſs, and an Aﬀectwnare'Squeeze 
of the Hand. Which thou knowelt, was in 


al Ages a, Token of Hearty Good Will and, 
Frien | PO a Got. a 


ſhip. 
Paris, 15th. of zhe 9th, Moon, 


Lb 


oof the Tear 1662.” © 


F 


| 


c 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Kaimmachi'm. 


"Here is like to be a Breach between this 

. Court and thar of Rome, if the Pope does 
not condeſcend to the Demands of the French 
King, who Styles himlelf rhe E/deſt Son of the 
Church, and therefore highly reſents an Indig- 
nity that has been done him of late, in the 
Perſon of the Duke of Crequi, his Embaſſa- 
dor at the Roman Court, | | 

It ſeems, rhe Pope's Guards on the 20th,,of 
the 87h. Moon, made an Artempr on the Life 
of this Miniſter, and of his Wite ; They alſo, 
put Barbarous Abuſes on all the French thar 


were in that City : Infomuch as the Duke and 
| Dutcheſs of Crequi, were oblig'd to quir 
Rome privarely, and retire into Toſcany ; being 
| advis 


d to take this Courſe, by all the Cards- 
nals and other Grandees, that are Friends to 
France. 


The King received News of this, by an 


| Expreſi which came fram the Duke of Crequz 


on..the 11th, of the 9th. Moon. And he was 
paſſionately touch'd ar fo Sacrilegious an In- 
(a -whereby be is nor only wrong'd himſelf, 

ur the Law of Nations is violated in a moſt 


Notorious Manner. 


—_ 4s %\ 


Wherefore .to ſhew his Relentments, on 
the * lame Day that the Courtier came from 
Rome, 


OF we. 


> 


—  —O——— 


_—_ Cn ans. 
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the Society and. Lineage of Ibrahim, the Illu- * 


ſtrious Patriarch, and Friend of- God. Con- 
fider that thou artas it were engrafred into 
the Glorious Stock of rhe Iſmaelites, born ro 
ſubdue all Things, and'in the derermined 
Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. 
Thou haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve rhe Grand 
Sigmor, Lord of the Climates and Seas , Ma- 
Jeſbick Heir of the Ottomans Houſe, Shadow of 
God on Earth, '' © | 

Hold faſt therefore the Profeflion of an 
Unblameable * Faith : And whatever Temp- 
rations thou mayeſt meer with, keep thy 
Mind always fixed on the unſeen Joys of Pa- 
radiſe, the Grown of Juſt and Faithful Men, 


the Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and his 


Prophet, Without Flinching. 

' Mahmut ſalutes thee in Imagination, with 
a parting Kiſs, and an Aﬀedctwnare Squeeze 
of the Hand. Which thou knoweſt, was in 


I 
Fri 


aris, 1 5th. of the gth, Moon, 
of the Tear 1662.” 


ſhip. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the 'Kaimmachi'm. 


"Here is like to be a Breach between this 
Court and that of Rome, if the Pope does 
not condeſcend to the Demands of the French 
King, who Styles himlelf rhe E/deſ# Son of the 
Church, and therefore highly reſents an Indig- 
nity that has been done him of late, in the 
Perſon of the Duke of Crequi, his Embaſſa- 
dor at the Roman Court, 

It ſeems, rhe Pope's Guards on the 20th,,of 
the 8:þ. Moon, made an Artempr on the Life 
of this Miniſter, and of his Wite : They alſo, 
put Barbarous Abuſes on all rhe French thar 


were in that City : Inſomuch as the Duke and 


Dutcheſs of Crequi, were oblig'd to quir 


} Rome privarely, and retire into Toſcany; being 
| advis 


d ro take this Courſe, by all the Cards- 
nals and other Grandees, that are Friends to 
France. . 


The King received News of this, by an 


: Expreſi which came fram the Duke of Crequz 
on... the 11th, of the ggh. Moon. And he was 


paſſionately touch'd ar ſo Sacrilegious an In- 
Jury, whereby he is nor only wrong'd himlelt, 
ju the Law of Nations is violated in a moſt 
Otorious Manner. - rin} | 

Wherefore .to ſhew his Reſenrments, on 
the ' ame Day that the Courtier came from 
Rome, 
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Rome, the King order'd-the Lieutenant of his} 
Guards, to tell the Pope's Nuncio at this Court, ff 
Thar he ouſt forthwith depart 'the Kingdom, 
under the Conduct of Thirty Horſe. This}. 
was performed accordingly, and the Nuncis 
was hurried away immediately, withour ſut- 
fering him to ſpeak with any Perſon living, 
ſave thoſe who were to accompany him to the 
Frontiers: And this O?der was publickly 
* proclaimed in Pars.. The King allo wrote 
to the Pope, demanding Satisfaction for 
horrible an Outrage, and caus'd Diſatche: 
to be ſent to all the Cardinals in Rome, ad 
viſing- them to contribute whar lay in they 
Powers, rowards a good Underſtanding be 
tween the Pope and him, proteſting that other | 
wiſe the Calamirties which might follow, were 
nor to be laid ro his Charge. This is a modeſt 
way of Threatning, us'd by Chriſtian Princes|Þ 
who do not always ſpeak in Thunder, like} þ 
our Eaſtern Monarchs when they menace} 
War. 

I relate this as a Thing, which tho' it ap- 
pear of ſmall Moment at the Beginning, yetÞ 
its Conſequences may be grear and extenſive, 

. 1f the French Kzng, and the Pope ſhould come | 
' to an open Ruprure. All the Princes in Ew 
rope would find themſelves engap'd on one | 
Side or other. And we Mruſſubnans- might 
live to ſee the whole State of Chriftendm 
disjoynted, alienated, and embroil'd in War 
among themſelyes ; whereby they would by 
their Countries naked and open, ro the'in; 
vincible Arms of the Orromany, a —_—_ 
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high Renoun', and deſtin'd ro ſubdue All 
Things. 

Bur 'tis thonght the Holy Father at Rome, 
will nor farther provoke ſo daring and power- 
ful a Monarch as him of France, by juſtify- 
ing the Inſolences of his Fanizaries, who. pro- 
cceded to thar Height of Fury, as to diſcharge 
Guns into the Windows of the Erench Embaſ- 
ſador, kill'd ſeveral of his Retinue, and affai- 
ſinated the Dutcheſi of Crequi in her Coach, 
as ſhe paſſed along the Streers; 

Illuftrious Miniſter, theſe are Violations 
not practiſed by the moſt Barbarous Savages. 
And 'ris an evident Sign of a decaying Empire, 
where the Publick Faith is thus perfidiouſly 
broke. God infatuates the Infidels, that he 
may ſpeedily bring 'em to Ruin : Whereas he 
daily enlighrens the Juſt Followers of the Pro- 
phet, and direds them in the ways of Proſpe- 
riry and Peace. | 


Paris, 3d. of the 11th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1662, 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Mohammed, the 111uſtrious Ete- 
mit of -Mount"Uriel: ;» Arabia, 

N the Name of God, Benigne ' and Mer- 
< ful, I approach the Reſidence of gteat San- 
.&timony, the Tremendous Solitude, the Cave 
bleſs'd-by. frequent Vilitations 'of Angels, and 
by the former Preſence of rhs moſt Sublime 
among Mortals, Mahomet the 'Legat of the 
Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, King 'of 
-Heaven and Earth. Alla ! There is bur Gre! 
.Whoſe Name reſounds through all the Orbs 
Above, when. pronounc'd by rhe Faithful Ado- 
rers of the Divine Unity -on Earth : And' the 
Paradiſe, reaches the Abyſs of Hel, ſtriking 
the Infernal Spirits with Horrour and Aſto- 
-niſhment. They / tremble at the Sound of 
the Dreadful Word, which chains them up in 
their Priſons of Darkneſs. Whereas had they 
Faith, they would rather rejoyce, believing, 
thar the ſame Word will one Day releaſe *em 
from their Torments.For ſuch is the Clemency 
of the Ommnipotent, as our Holy Doftors teach. 
O Mohammed, Friend of the Moſt High , 
and Tenant to his Prophet ; I have experienc'd, 
that it 1s good and wholeſome to begin every 
Lis. we do or ſay, in the Name of God. 
Wholoever does otherwiſe, either fails in the 
Progreis 
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Progreſs, or the End of his Delign, and fo 
remains in Confuſion. Tagot creeps into his 
Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, 
robbing a Man of his Crown : Qr Negidber, 
the Spirit, of Envy, winds himſelf in, and 
entangles it : Or Ablis, the Daemon of Me- 
lancholy, caſts a Damp on it, and bereaves 
the: Undertaker, of his :Joy. Such is the Fate 
of thoſe who through Prophaneneſs, Sloth, or 
Contempr, forget to pay the due. Veneration 
we owe to the Author and Source of Pro- 
vidence, and Good Succeſs. be 
Let us not therefore think rhe Time mi-/ 
ſpent, which-is taken up in the Praiſes of 
Him , who 'has neither - Beginning nor. End, 
Father of all the -Ganerations - in this Vifible 
IVorld,, and that Other which is conceald 
from Mortals. He-is the Goavernour of our 
Lives, and: our ſole Patron in all Neceſſities. 
Ler us extoll and magnify his Attributes 
* withour End. | | 
4 TI am by Nature, Contemplative, , and 
S Thoughtful ; but F muſt needs. acknowledge, 
That I owe-ro my; Education among the 
Muſſelmans . the Force, of my Faith and Rel:- 
£ion, ' The various, turns of Fortune ' ani 
Experience, which I have had in the World, 
cou'd never yer blor out the imprefſions of 
my Early Years, or diminiſh the Reverence 
I have for our Holy Prophet. I often reyolve 
in my. Mind, - the Serzes -of paſt Ages, 'and 
the Hiſtories of former Times ; the Origin 
of Nations,.. and the Various Lays, Reli- 
gions, . Wars and Changes, I: trayerle the 
4 *s different 


/ 
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_ different Epocha's of the Poſteriry of Ihra- 
him, and the Gentiles, compating the Date of 
IſraePs Tranftmigrarion-out. of Egypt , with 
the 'Years*of Nabonaſſar and the Ohmpiads, 
In all of them I find great Obſcurity., 
ContradiCtion _ | Doubrh - 

- me. upon examining the Records of Epypt 
and the Aſſjrians. "The Antiquity of both 
is - very - great, and yer it comes far fhort 
of the Chineſe Chronology, and that of rhe 
Indian Bramins. 

When I have tir'd my Soul with a vain 
'Search of that which can never be diſcover'd;; 
When TI conſider rhe Probabiliry of an Uni- 
verſal Deluge in the Time of Noah, and the 
Arguments which almoſt demonftrare the con- 
--trary, comparing rhis with the Flood of Dew 
calion, and that other of Og yges : In a Word, 
when I refle&t on the numberleſs Incongrui- 
ties that are found in the 'Regiſters of Paſt 
Apes, I cannot but conclude, rhere is as much 
Reaſon for me to belieye, That God has de- 
rerminately thus dark*ned the Knowledge of | 
Mortals, as that he confounded their Lan 

uape at Babel, according. ro the Celebrared 

Re ation of Moſes, Whence it will be bur 
loſt Labour for us who live in theſe later 

"Times, to ſeek for any Aﬀurance or Certain- 
ry.of the Truth in Matters of fo Remote and 

. Early a Date. 

Wherefore” kaving every Nation te their 
own Traditions, the Fews' ro the Man 
 ſeripts of Moſes, and their Rabbis, the 
Gemtiles to the Fragments of Hermes Trifme- 
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giſtus , Orpheus, Homer, Hefiod, Theophra- 
ſtus and other Sages of Egypt , Phenicia and 
Greece ; IT, for my Part, acquieſce ro the 
Volume. of Majeſty, the Great Alcoran ; and 
ro the M;itings of ur Healy Doors, Arabi« 
ans, the Sons of Iſmae! ; not puzzling my 
ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Queftions z 
nor cenſuring others who Worſhip God after 
their own Way, and the Documents of their 
Fathers ; bur firmly believing, That he who 
ſerves God according to the Difates of his 
Reaſon ; who is Juſt to Men and Beaſts, and 
in all Things conſerves an Innocent Purity of 
Life ; 1s as Acceptable ro the Great Creator, 
and Impartial Fudge of the Univerſe, as he 
that has had the Happineſs ro be inſtructed 
in the Poſitive Injunttions of Heaven, the Re» 
veal d Will of the Omnipotent. And this I 
take ro be the Senſe of our Holy Laws 
giver , of the Meſſias, and of all the Prophets 


1 in General. 


Doubtleſs , that - ſuperlatively Mercifu/ 
and Indulgent, connives at the Frailties of 
Morrals ; He parties the Invincible Ignorances 
of ſome, and the Fatal Neceffities -of 0+ 
thers. He knows the infinite Variety of our 
Bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally diffe- 
rent . Tre: of our Souls. He conſiders the 
Force of the Elements and Climates where- 
in we live, and the unconquerable Influence 
of the Stars under which we were Born. 
The, whole Syſtem of Human Nature with 
its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is expos'd 
to the Eyes of him _ ſees All Thing. 

p > . 


' Works, - Therefore he requires no more of 


:T'o Haſnadar-Baſſi, Chief Treafurer |; 


_—— 
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He is.no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own 


Men, than can be expected from the Facutl- 
ties with which he has,.endu'd. 'em. Nei- 
ther will he damn any "Man for an Involun- 
tary Evil, 

O Mohammed, this is * my_ Faith, my 
Hope, and my Confidence, Otherwiſe I 
ſhould deſpair every Momenr. If I am guilty 
of-Errox and Preſumprion, Correct me in thy 
Wiſdom, For, before thee, Iam bur as an 
Idzot. | | 


Paris, 224. of the 12th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1.682. 


$ 


i 


—— 
| ——_— ——_— 
— —_ 


LETTER XVII. 


1 
to his Highnels. 'C 


THE Frexch 'haye newly felt the Moti 
ons. of a Joy, whoſe Birth and Growrh 


was like: that of a Muſhroom, ſudden and 
ſwifr,, the Product of a very - little Time, 

and which ended in Mourning and Tears iſ 5 
The  Moon-of November beheld a' Daughter , 
born to the iQueen of France :' Bur * that] - 
Planet had hardly carried 'the News ' through . 


all the Signs of the *Zodiack, arid- command 
64 the Szars of - France vo celebrate a Dina 
"" & 04 R ma; [ 
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ma ;* before ſhe. was oblig'd ro be: rhe Mefſen- 
ger of more {ad Tidings, and 'ro proclaim 
the Death of this Young- Princeſs, ro the 


| Conſtellations thar afſiſted ar her Birth, 


In a Word: She was born on the 18th, of 


{ the 11th. Moon, and died on the 3oth, of 


ew 


the 12th, Ir looks as if ſhe only came in- 


to the World to be a Witneſs of the Con- 
cluſion of the Peace berween her Father, Lew- 


| 5 XIV. and her Grandfather , Philip, the 


King of Spain ; and fo return to the Region 


" of Separate Souls. 


This Peace was in General Terms fign'd 


/ and ſeal'd long ago; bur there remaind 


$ ſome Difficulties in adjuſting the Limits of 


the French Conqueſts, which were referr'd 
ro_ the Management of Commiſlioners on 
both Sides: And theſe, after they had de- 


I bated the Matter for the Space of Two Years, 
'F4 at St. Omers, Arras, and Metz, art length 


finiſh'd their Negotzation on the 25th. of 
the 11th. Moon, of the -laſt Year, Which 
was juſt Seven Days after the Nativity of the 
French Princeſs, 

This Royal Infant alfo liv'd to: fee Dun- 
kirk , one of the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the 
World, re-deliver'd to her Father by the E..- 
ziiſh, in whoſe Hands it had been, ever fince 
"was firſt taken from -the Spaniards. The 
King took Poſſeflion of-- this Important Place 
in his own Perſon, entring the- Town on the 
24. of the laſt Moon. 

'Tis look'd upon as. a grand Overſight in 


" p Y the Engliſh, thus tamely to part with a For- 


H 3 - mow 


_ 2C— 


a # 
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treſs which is inexpugnable be Land, and 
commands the Northern Seas. But Money 
ovyer-rules all other Conſiderations.” And, 
it ſeems, -the Engliſh} Court had Occaſion 
for Gold. Nig 

* There is lately a good Underſtanding 
eſtabliſh'd between this King and rhe Empe- 
rour of Germany, They often write Friend- 
ly Letters one to another, and ſeem ro be 
perfectly reconcil'd. To ſpeak the Truth, 
this may be call'd the Pacifick Year among 
the Inhabitants of Europe. For, excepting} 
ſome Skirmiſhes and Brayado's of War be-W 
tween the Spaniards and the Portugueze, all: 
the Reſt of Chriſtendom is in Peace. And 
the Portugueze have ſo ftrengthen'd them-þ 
felves by marrying their I»funt4 to the Eng-Þ 


liſh King, that what through his Afiſtanceſiſ 


and the Aid of France, ſhe has almoſt re- 
duc'd Spain to a Neceſlity of making Peace, iq 
Thou wilt ſay the Portugueze have over- | | 
reach'd the Engliſh in the Dowry they give | 
with their Infanta, This is only the Town} 
of Tangier in Barbary, A Place which will 
coft rhem far more ro defend againſt rhe 
Moors, than 1t is really worth, For, thoſe 
bold Africans will perpetually aflaulc rh: 
Town, and- oblige the King of England to 
maintain a valt Gariſon in it, beſides a Mul. 
tirade of other Expences. This makes the 
Portugueze ſecretly imile, to find themſelves 
handfomly rid of Two great and burden 
ſome c—_ » 4 Daughter of the Royal} 
Blood, and an Old Fortreſs of no Uſe ork 
Service: 
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Service, fave only to” diminiiſh-the Publick 
Treaſure, and make away with ſome Thou- 
ſands' of Mer every Year. 
Hluftrious -Grandee, 'tis no ſmall Encou- 
ragement to- the poor Exild Mabmur, that 
though he be malign'd, flander'd, and per- 
ſecared by his Enemies, - yer he ſtill finds 


-@& Protection and Friendſhip from the Princi- 
# pal Miniſters. And that inftead of Checks 
{ and Reproaches, ro which I was formerly 
t. accuſtomed, my Salary is now augmented to 
! the Proportion of my Neceflary Expences ; 
| Money is ſent me with a Liberal Hand, and - 
4 my Slanderers are pur to Silence and Shame, 


Thou may*|t'accquaint the Divan, that 


-M there is now ar this Cour, the Eldeſt Son 10 
J the King of Denmark, What his Butineſs 
J is, People conjecture variouſly, Some fay 


"tis Love, others affirm *twas only the De- 
fire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this Prince 


I from his Native Country. 


Thou mayſt alſo inform them; that rhe 
Duke of Savoy has married a Princeſs of rhe- 
Blood Royal, they. call her Madamoiſelle 
de Valow. Eltachim the Jew lies dangerouſly 
fick of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfect - 
Health fince I came to Pars, yer I retain 


"a ſound Mind, and a Hearr inviolably devo- 


ted ro the Intereſt of the Grand Sigmor : 
Whom God long preſerve on the Throne of 7 


the Ottomans. 


Paris, 1oth, of che. 1ſt, Moon, | 
of the Tear 1663. | H.4... LET&- 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Kaimacham. 


JERE is a Man come to this City, a 
Calabrian by Birth, and of all Countries 

by Education; For he has been a Traveller 
trom his Infancy, if what he relates of him- 
ſelf be true. He ſpeaks all or moſt of the 
Languages of Europe very fluently, and is 
reſorted to by Pcople of divers Countries , 
under the Character of a Fortune-Teller- and 


Phyſician. He performs both Parts to the iy : 


Admiration of all that have been with him. 


The Princes and Nobles of France viſit 4 


him daily, and fo: do Perſons of- Meaner | 
Birth. They diſcover ro him. their Secret 
Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom fails of Suc- 
cels in curing them, He beſtows Ten. 
Hours a-Day in freely converſing with Peo- | 

le of all Ranks and Qualities ; healing the 

iſeaſes of ſome, and telling to others their 
Furure Deſtinies. 

I went to his Chamber one Day, not to- 
learn my Fate ( for I have little Faith. in 
Modern Prophets or Aſtrologers ; Nor to be. 
cur'd of any Diſtemper, having no Eſteem - 
for .Duachs and Empericks ; belides, I was in 
good' Health ar that Time ) bur Curiofity 
was the only Motive which led me thither, 
that I might improve my ſelf in other Re- 


ſpects by this Stranger's Company, and learn 
# ſomethipg 
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ſomething which I knew not before of Fo- 
reign Courts, Whereby I might become more 
Serviceable ro the Grand Signior in this Sra- 


tion, and farther unravel the Secrets of Chri- 


ian Princes, For ſo it often falls our, that 


Ja Man reaps ſome Conſiderable Advantage 


from the Sociery of. Travellers and- Men of 
Experience : And I had good Reaſon to hope 


q for ſome Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, 
q who 4s thought worthy to be-Courred: by the 
 Grandees of France. 


Wherefore I addrefs'd my ſelf to him with / 
Abundance of Ceremony and Regard ; —_ 
alſo as much Diflimulation as I thought necel- - 


{ ſary to conceal my (elf and the Delign I had : - 
q in covering his Friendſhip. - I ſeem'd a..grear - 

1 Admirer of. Fudicial 4ſtrology, and. rold him 
4 I was very ambitious. to learn the Rudiments 
J of that Science from him, having--heard his 
q dkill highly commended nor only. by Vulgae . 
$ Fame, but by the Mourhs of Men of. Senſe 


and. Quality, who- gave -him- a fair Chara- 
er. I] faid a great deal more to infinuate 
my ſelf into. his good Opinion. Bur there 
being Company with him, he return'd my 
Compliments with much Civilty, -and de- - 
fir d me-to come to him at a more convenient 
Seaſon,. and ro' leave my. Name, that hs 
might order his Servants to give me a kind 
Reception ar any Time, if he himſelf. ſhou'd 
be out of the Way, becauſe ir was Come 
mon to ſend many from the Door withour 
introducing 'em. .- I zold him my Name was 
Titu; of Moldavia,. and that my. Buſineſs ar 

H 5 Pars - 
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Paris was to ſtudy in the Academy , inf} | 
Order ro my Preferment in the Church. 
When he had taken rhis down in Wrirting,! } 
with the Hour and Minute of the Day, aft- 
ter the Manner of 4ſ#rologers, he begg'd 
me- to excuſe the Neceſſiry he was under 
of returning to his. Company ; and fo I 
took my Leave. | , 

Not many Days after, T wenc. to. him a-/ 
gain, fall of Hopes that I ſhould benefir 
much by -his Company. Bur as ſoon as he 
ſaw me, he ſurprizd me with this Lan- 


guage « x 


«* Sir, you have ventur'd much in coming | 
* to me:-For now 'tis in my Power, to ae : 
* cover you and your Buſineſs in this City, 
'* Bur i I fhou'd berray any Man, my Gift ' 
* wou'd be raken from me. I am neither a 
'*. Pollower of Moſes, Feſus or Mabomet , nor | 
* of any Se& thar is now- extant -on Earth : | 
** Burl adore the Spirit and Soul of rhe Uni. 
« 2erſe, Which is Eternal and Infinite. There- 
* fore I hate no Man for his Religion, let ir be 
* what it will. And you that are not what you 
« ſeem to be, ſhall receive no more Hurt 
« from me 'in this Place, than rhe Coadjutor 
* of Parz.: For I am of no.Party'or Faction. 
* All Men are equally my Friends, who do 
* me no Wrong, and every Place is my 
*« Home, 


Thou may*ft imagine that T was in no 
{mall Aſtoniſhment ar this . Diſcourſe. Bur | 
recollecting 


VI 
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: | recollecting my Spirits, and conſidering ir 
» If! had always been 2 Opinion. . Thar theſe 


Fortune-Tellers deal by Confederacy ; and 
ſuſpeting that my Name-being known to 
him ſo long before, it was not difficult for 
him to inform himſelf ſomettiing of me ; or 
that ſomebody of his Acquaintance who 
knew me, had ſeen me go in and our 
from him, and fo rold him: ſome of my Cir- 
cumſtances; I made a Shew of going away 
diffatisfy*d, ſaying, It will be but loſt Time 
to hearken any longer to you: For I perceive 
you know nothing of me, in telling me I'm not 
the Man I ſeem to be. No, reply'd he, with 
an obliging Kind of Earneſtneſs, you are an 
Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaſtern Prince In» 
copnito, Then he went on, and told me in 
a few Words ſome Former Paſſages of my 
Life, He hinted at the Dangers I had been 
in, during my Reſidence at Pars ; mention'd - 
my Caprivity 'at Palermo, ' and the Ren- 
ax Fay, had with my old Sicihan Maſtcr, 
To be brief, he rold me ſo many other 
Things which I knew to be true of my ſelf, 
that I grew very uneaſie in his Company, 
and yer durit not depart from him of a ſud» 
dain, or ſhew any Diſcoment. Bur maſter» 
wg together all the Difſimulation and Are 
nice I cou'd, I rurn'd the Diſcourſe ro other 
Subjects ; ſeeming very Importunarte to learn 
Ajſiralegy of him, and -promifing him a large, 
Graruity, if he would teach me, I fairly r6ok 
Leave, reſolving, if polfible, neyer to ſee 


him more, 
by Never 
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Never was Man in greater Anxierty,. than .. 
] was when I came. home to my Chamber, 
and ponder'd on what-had paſs'd berween 
this Stranger and me, I am not Credylous. 
of -Miracles, Prophecies. or pretended Reve- 
{ations. . Yer I proteſt ſolemnly, I_.cou'd nor 
forbear, thinking, he was endu'd with an, 
extraordinary _ Facylty of . Dipining, or at -þ 
leaſt,that he was an excellent 4ſtrologer. Nay, 
ro 'this Day I know not well what ro con- 
chide of him. He may, for ought I know, 
be a Demon Incarnate, or perhaps he is a 
Magician. Sometimes I. think one Thing , 
and ſometimes another.. It he performs 
theſe Prophetich, Parrs by Confederacy, till: 
I'm at, a Loſs how he ſhou'd come.to know 
fo much of me, who always thought my ſelf 
the privateſt Man in Pars, and. have neg- 
lected no Methods that were proper to ren» . 
der me ſuch in. Truth., ThenlT ſuſpe&t my 
Old Sicilian Maſter is-'one of this Man's Cor- 
reſpondents, and has told him ſome of. my. 
- Circumſtances : For I have no Reaſon to be. 
jealous of Eliachim the Few. Ir muſt be 
fome ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a 
Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the 
Secrets of a Stranger, 
Sage Kaimacham, I pray Ged defend thee 
from, the Snares of, Councerfeits and Falſe 
Pretenders, 


Paris,. 13th, of the 1ſt, Moon, 
of the Year 1663, 


_- 
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LETT ER XX.. 
To the Captain Baſſa. . 


AZ HAT. I am poing to. relate wou'd a—— 


ſeem Incredible.. ro -my. ſelf, and 
for that Reaſon I :wow'd . not give it any 
Room in a Letter. to all . the: diſcerning Ms: 
niſters of the Pert , were it not confirm'd 
by Letters from ſeveral Merchants in the 
North Parts of Holland to their Correſpon- 
q dents in this City. And they. all agree, 
That on the 9th. Day of rhe Moon of _ Ne- 
vember, a Strange Man was ſeen to float on 
J the Sea near the Shore, being ſupported by a 
J Picce of Timbcr, on which he fate with a 


- © Bortle of, Strong Waters in his Hand, Thoſe 


who firſt beheld this. Spectacle, were Fiſh- 
 ing.in. a ſmall Boar; and judging him to be 
J the Relique of ſome Shipwreck ( for there 
J had been Violent Tempelts in thoſe Seas a- 
W bour thar Time ) made up to him, and rook 
him into their Skiff, He expreſs'd his Gra- 
tirude for this Kindneſs, in to belt Manner 
he cou'd (for no Body underſtood. his. Lan- 
guage.) And when he. was come aſhore, he 
fell on his Knees; and having lift . up . his 
Eyes and Hands ro Heaven, he prolifated 
himſelf, and kiſsd the Earth. His Gar- 
ments were made of the Skins of Fiſhes, the 
Hair of his Head of a Flaxen Colour, and he 
4 kem'd nor to be Faint for Want. of Suſte- 
nance 
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nance: Which made every one conclude, 
That he had kepr » Spirits with that 
Chymicai Liquor in 

near half emptied. 

As ſoon as he faw the Riſing Moon, he 


gainſt the Ground. Then he roſe and danc'd 


ral Airs: And at everyStop, with his Right 
Hand extended, pointed to that Plaxer, ex- 
refling- both- in Tone and Actions much 
ns Hi and Love. 
Many Learned Men were ſent for, to con- 
fider rhns Stranger, and 'if poſſible, by Signs 


came, and whar Fate or Accident had thus 
abandon'd him to the Fury of ' rhe Winds 
and Waves, to the Extremity of Hunger, 
Cold, and Watching ; and to the devouring 
Jaws of Sea-Moniters. Bur all their Efforts 
were unſucceſsful 3 They ſpoke to him in ſe- 
veral Languages, -and he antwer'd them, but 
Rill in a Dialect difterent from any of theirs, 
and alcogether unknown. He fſeem'd to ut 
rer his Words im a Tone berween whiiling 
and finging,, which made ſome conclude, 
he was a Chineſe, becauſe thar People pro. 
nounce many of their Lecrers after the ſame 
Magner So do the Inhabirants of Tunquin 
ard Aaizvar, with other Kingdoms in the 
E.i/! of 4/ia, and Letrers with them are as 
fpyhcantas Words with the Europeans, The 
ſew'd hum Globes, and Maps of the World, 

_ . done 


Bortle, which was 
fell on his Face, and murtrter'd certain Bar- ! 
barous Words, knocking his Fore-head a- | 
after a Wild Manner, ſinging pretty Natu-þ 


-or other Means to diſcover from whence he| 


\ 


2 — 
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done by feveral Hands, and in various Lan» 
guages, with particular Charts of all the 
Maritine Regions on Earth. But, ro no 
other Purpoſe, than to excite his Devotion 
afreſh ro rhe Moon, whoſe Reſemblance he 


J ſaw on. ſome of. thoſe Papers. He. wou'd 


ſmile ar thar Sighr, kiſs his Fore-finger, and 
with a Religious Complaiſance touch the 

Figure of thar Plane: : Then ſeeming to be - 
in a wonderful good Humour, he wou'd 
turn round and fall a dancing with his 
Arms itrerch'd, and rurn'd in-the ſame Pa 
{ture as thoſe. who uſe Caſtanets,. or Cym- 
bals. Singing all the while a Sort of inarti- - 
culate Sounds, but ſurprizingly Muſical and 


J dweer, So that No-body knew what to 


make of him. 

He appear'd very temperaze, modeſt, and 
reſign d ; refaſing no Mears or Drinks that 
were offer'd him ; yer neither eat nor drank 
to Exceſs, Neither was he diſcontented ar 
his Lodging, or any other Ufage ; though 
they tried to vex him ſeveral Ways, thar 
they might ſee how he would yent his Paſ- 
fion, Bur he ſmiled art all, and _—__ 
patiently to every. Thing they impos'd on him, 

One thing was obſervable, That where. 
ever he ſaw any Water, he wou'd run to ir 
immediately, and waſh himſelf, as well as/ 
he con'd in rhoſe Circumitances, never for- 
getting to ſprinkle ſome roward that Parr 
of the Heayen, where the Moon was viiible, 
And when they ted him inro rhe Fields or 
Gardens, he wou'd crop the Graſs, and 
Flowers, 
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Flowers, and with a compos'd Look wou'd 
throw them up in the Air, adding ſuch Reli- 
ious Geſtures, as convinc'd every one, Thar 
he did it in Honour of fome Power above. 
Varions were the Conjectures of Men abour: 
him; ſome were of one Opinion, and others 
ofa quite different, No-Body cou'd poſitively 
conclude any Thing. Neither is 1t poſſible, 
as Im inform'd, for the Wiſeſt- Men in- 
thoſe Parts to find out this Myſtery. 

Perhaps he's ſuch another, - as Imaum 
Rapibabet, a Perſian Writer,” mefitions, who 
in the Year of the Hegira 502. was taken up 
| by a Merchant-Ship of India, in the Streights 
of Babe/-Mandel, pretending to be dumb, 
but capable of Hearing, Writing, and ex» 

refling himſelf ſeveral other Ways, ifany # 
Body cou'd have underſtoed his Language, % 
Art laſt he was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, | 
run away from-his Maſter ;- an Ingenious 
Fellow, and one thar ſpoke ail the Langua- 
ges of thoſe Parts ; and "therefore, that he 
might be admir'd, wou'd be ſure ro write in 
- a Character of his own Invention, which the 
oreareſt Sages cou'd not read, 

- Mighty Baſſa, thou -encountereſt on that 
Element, with ſtrange Monſters, and Crea- 
rures. under no Name or Predicament that is 
known, yet none ſo terrible .and dangerous 
as Cheats and Impoſtors, - From which I 
pray Heaven defend thee and me:-For they 
infeſt both the Sea and Land, 


Paris, 17th. of the 2d, Moon, | 
of the Tear 1663, LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 


| To. Nathan Ben Saddi, « . Jew 


Vienna, 


HE Term of our long mutual Silence, 

enjoyn'd us by our Superiours, 1s now 
happily expird ; and we have with good 
Succeſs, manag'd our ſeparate Parts with- 
our holding any Cerreſpondence together. 
This was only a Tryal of our Fidelity, 
Conduct, and Obedience : Or perhaps 'rwas 
no more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain. 


$4 Whim of ' State, For, 'ris uſual with great 
J Men, thus to practiſe Experiments on thoſe 


whom they - defign- ro employ in the moſt 
important Aﬀairs. Whatever it be, we have 
acquitred our ſelves like Truſty-Slaves ; and 
that's enough for us. 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian 
Merchant : One in whom I confide, Here 
are Abundance of -that Nation in Pars and, 
other Parrs of France, "They travel up and 
dywn from one Country-and City- to ano«- 
ther, under the Pretext of Trading ; bur are - 
really Spzes, ſent from rhe Princes of the Eft, 
ro obſerve the Counſels- of rheſe ./eftern 
Courts, the Deſigns of Nazarene Monarchs, 
and ro take an exact Eſtimate of rhe Strength 
and Riches of rheſe Dfide/s. For, - though . 


J they outwardly. profeſs them(elyes to be Fol: 


lowers... 
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lowers of Feſus, yet in their Hearrs they be- 
lieve the Alcoran, and Honaur Mahmut - our 
Ho!ly-Lawgiver. | 
There Is a Kind of Magick in Truth, Þ\ 
which forcibly carries the Mind along with it. 
Men readily embrace the Di&artes of ſincere 
Reaſon. Yet thoſe of thy Nation are obf:i- if - 
mate, and ſhut their Eyes wilfully againſt 
the very Light of Nature. You ovet-value 
your ſelves and your -Lineagez becauſe you 
are the Poſterity of Iſaac, the Son of Sarah the. 

. FreeWoman and: Wife of 1hrahim: re- | 
proaching - us, that -we are the Off-ſpring of 
Iſmael, the-.Son- of - Hagar, a Concubine and | 
Slave.- Yon conſider not rhar I/(mae! was the Il. 
Eldeft Son-of that Glorious Patriarch .z amd} 
thar by the Law-of  Meſes it is enacted, 
Fhar. rhe Fizſ-born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- | 
thers Patrimony, though he were the Son | 
of a baſe abje Slaye,. or. hated Concubine, 
Did Moſes make a Law contrary to that | 
of his Fathers; Or, cou'd Ibrahim the Belo- 
ved of God, do any thing contrary to the 
Djvine Will > How then cou'd he be guilry 
of diſinheriring-- Iſmael! his Eldeſt Son, the 
Flower of his Strength,” and Firſt-Fruit of 
his Vigor ? Doubtleſs rhe Majeſty and Light 
of God which paſsd from. Adam to Seth 
Enoch, | Noah and Ibrahim, reſted alſo on 
Iſmael, Heir Apparent of rhe Dzvine  Pre- 
mmiſes, Father of many Princes and Noble 
Nations. 

Ler thoſe therefore of thy Nation, ceale | 
to boaſt of their Pedigree, and exalt _ % 
ſelves 
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ſelves above the Victorious and Triumphant 
Iſmaelites, Children of a high Stock, a Race 
wherein ſhines forth rhe Luſtre of the Ancient 


\ Renown, and the Right of Primogeniture : 


A Lineage of Illuftrions Honour , multt- 
ply'd as the Leaves of rhe Trees, numerous 
as the Stars of Heaven , proſperous in all 


I Things, by the Special Benediction of Go. 


Whereas, thou knoweft, the Iſraelites never 
made any great Figure on Earth, and are 
now. reputed no better than Vagabonds 
throughout the World. 

Your Rabb:i's reply to this, by owning 


q that our Father I/ſmae! was indeed a Great 


Prince ; bur that he was withal a 7/714 and 
Salvage Man , who ſupported his Nobility 
and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, dwel- 
ling altogerher in Delores and unfrequented 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants 
and Travelers, oppreſiing the Poor , and 
murdering the Innocent, In Fine, they give 
this Character of him, That hs Hand was 
againſt every Man, and every Man's Hand 
againſt bim. 

To this Accuſation they alſo add another; 
That the Princes of the Eaſt wha.. deſcend 
from I/mael, have all along, even to this 
Day, eſtabliſhed their Thrones in Cruelty, 
Maſlacres, and Patricides. Fathers berea- 
ving their Children of the Lives they gave - 
'em ; and Children purring their Parents to 
Death : Brothers murdering Brothers, and 
ſacrificing their neareſt Relations to the - 
Maxims of a Barbarous Policy , the = | 
e 


- 
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leſs. Suſpicions of Stare. And that all this 
is more eſpecially manifeſt in rhe Sublime 
Houſe of the invincible Ottomans. 


Theſe are the. Charges of Hebrew Spight, 


the Slanders which your Doors caſt on the- \{. 


Progeny of Ibrahim, even on Iſmael and his 
Children, ro. this Day. Bur I would have 
thee, Nathan, refe& imparrtially on Things, 
and ſuffer.not rhy Judgment ro be impoſed 
on by, rhie Sophiſtry of. your Scribes. Look 
back to the Primitive Times of Iſrael, exa- 
mine the Written Law, the Records of M5- 
ſes and rhe Seniors. There thou wilr meer | 


with frequent Examples of thoſe very Crimes If + 


which -you lay tro our Charge ; true Paral- | 
_ lels of the ſuppoſed Tyranny and Inhumane * 
Attions, with which you tax the unblemiſhed | 
I/maelites. | "3 
Did *nor-your Father Facob ſupplant his 


own eldeſt Brother E/au ? Did he nor cheat 


his Uncle Laban of © his. Sheep 2 Whar was 
wanting to him of T/maels Valour and 
Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a Fox-like Craft 
and Subrilty. . Yer, how often did he plun- 
der rhe Children of ' Hamor 2 And ' boaſted 
afterwards of the Preys he had taken from 
them with his Bow and Spear. | 
When your Fathers came out of Egypt, 
what a Carnage did Moſes their Leader com- 
mir, when he commanded the Sons of Levz, 
ro ariſe with their Swords in their Hands, 
and every Man to kill his Brother, his Friend 
and his Neighboar ; fo that there fell that 
Day; at the Foot of Mount. Sina;, Thne | 
and. F 
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and T wenty Thouſand Men > Yer for the 
Sake of this dereſtable Tragedy he bleſs'd 


*em, ſaying, Tu have conſecrated your Hands 
; ths day in Blood, every Man in the Blood of 


his Neighbour. Behold ! the Original of your 


J Priefthood, which is the Higheſt Rank of Noe 


biliry among the Fews. 

Remember how your Fathers almoſt cur 
off rhe whole Race of Benjamin, {o that there 
were ' not above Six Hundred Men of-that 
Tribe'left alive.Forget not alfo,how Abimelech 
of the Tribe of - Menaſſe; igor the Sovereign- 
ty by  Maſſacring Seventy 'of-his own Bro- 


q thers on one Stone, Your own Records ſay, 
J Thar*God gave you Kings in his Wrath, a- 
T mong whom there was not one who. was 


not a Man'of'Blood. And'in the whole Ca- 
talogue, you can ſcarce find Four who were 
riot tainted with Sacrilege, Idolatry, and a- 
ther enormous Vices. 

In a Word, Nathan, both the Sons of 71/- 
mael and Jſaac, were bur .Men ; and if rhou 
haſt nothing elſe ro: object againſt rhe For- 
mer; bur what ' thou muſt ,confels the latter 
were equally. guilry of; 1 adyiſe thee. hence- 


-forth'to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, and 
ceale ro ſpeak Evil of 'thole, ,againft. whom 


No-Man can. ſharpen his Tongue or;Pen and 
proſper, | 


Paris, 224. of the 2d, Moon 


of the Tear 1663, TER 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the ſame. 
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> he's age my other Letter ſomething im- | 


perfectly, and ſhort of my Deiign, being 
interrupted by a ſudden Deluge of Humours 
overflowing my Eyes, accompanied. with a 
Tempeſt in my Head, which at once took 
from me the Power of thinking regularly, 
and of ſeeing how to Write. 


am often | 


ſubje& to theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to þ 
"many other Maladies. My Body ſenſibly de- | 
cays; Age and'Care, Watching and Sickneſs, | 
with a Thouſand Caſualties beſide, have al. i 
moſt diſſolv'd 'this congeal'd Medly of the Ele- | 


ments.  _Methinks, I aw now no more than 
a poor Skeleton, to which Nature ,and For- 
rune, have left a dry wither'd Skin, for Mo- 
deſty's Sake, to cover irs Nakedneſs ; with a 
few evacuated Veins and Arteries ; ſhrunk 
Sinews, Tendons, Muſcles , and ' Cartilages, 
ro tack this Machine of Bones together, and 
keep it in Motion. In a Word, I ſeem to my 
ſelf ro be only a —_— or Ghoſt in Dit- 
uize; I cannot ſay, . Incarnare, ( for I've loſt 
all my Fleſh ) bur only bagg'd or clouted u 
in the moſt -contemprible Skreds, Rags, ant 
antiquared Reliques of Mortality, like a Maud- 


lin or Scare-crew, I hang together by Geo: 


Yer 


\ 
i 
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Yer, ſuch as I am at theſe Years, I fill 


poſſeſs at certain Seaſons more ſerene and 
- vigorous Thoughts, than in the Days of my 
: Youth, when I was full of Marrow and 
+ good Blood. I can feel my Soul ſometimes 
{ fluttering her Wings, and briskly ſhaking off 
$ the heavy, ſlimy Cloggs- of Earth, of _ 


and of enchanted Life ,--or living Deat 


She ſtruts and plumes herſelf, ſhe mounts 


alofr and glides in Happy, though-bur Mo- 
mentary Foretaſtes of Erernal Bliſs. -And 
then lur'd down again by Charms of her ac- 
cuſtom'd -Eafe and Pleaſure - in 'the Fleſh, 


q ſhe comes ro Hand at Call, and being hood- 


wink:d from the Radiant .Lighr of Heaven, 


I ſhe ramely perches -on the meaneſt ſenſual 
I Appetite, which -cafily conveys her to her 
$ wonted Darkneſs. This is ' the - changeable 


State of Mortals, and we nuft not-expect a 
fixed -Condition -on . this kde rhe Sepulcher. 
The Noble and the Vulgar are equally liable 
to theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit ; neither can 
the moſt exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, 
Privilege them from the ''common  Frailties 
of Mankind. They - are no otherwiſe di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the Meaneſt of- their Slaves, 
than-only by the Vaſtneſs of rheir- Poſlefi- 
ons, their numerous Retinne, their unlimited 
Power , and the vain Pageantry of external 
Honour, | 

If we examine the Origin of Nobiliry, 
and Royal Grandeur ; if we trace'the Genea« 
lopies of Princes' and Potentates up ro their 
Founnin we ſhall find the Firt Fathers of 
' 
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theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be. cruel Butchers of 


Men, Oppreſlors, Tyrants, Perfdious FTruce- 
breakers, Robbers ,. and Parricides.: In a 
Word, , the moſt Primitive Nobility -was rio 


- other than: Potent Wickedneſs, or dignified | 


 Impiety: / And all the ſucceſſive Continua- 
tions of it by Inheritance, Election, or. other- 


wiſe, even to thoſe Modern Times; are bur | 


ſo many Tradudts of exorbitant Power and 
Honour , acquir'd and- propagared - by the 
moſt enormous Vices, by Practices unwor- 


thy of Men, and of which the Authors rhem- | 
ſelves are always aſham'd, Therefore they * 


cover their unjuſt -Encroachments - and Inva- 


fions; with the fpecious Prerexts. of Juftice | 


and Verrue, calling that Conqueſt, which is 


no other than down-right Robbery, and pro- } 


fefling themſelves Patrons of Mens : Liberties 


and Rights, Religion and Laws, whilſt in 


Effect ' they are the greateſt Oppreſſors, Hy- 
pocrites ,.. Atheiſts, and: Our-laws, | ir the 
World. 


This js nor. only. true in the Race of 1/- 


mael and ,Iſaac, of whom. I made mention 
in my other Letter, but in; all che Families 
which» have ever made any eminent-Figure 
and Noiſe in the World. of wth 

: What were the Four renowned Monar- 
chies, bur: ſo many Empires of Bandits, Go- 


vernments of Free-booters, Pyrates and Licens.d 
Thieves'?: As Diomedes 'told Alexander © the | - 
Great. . *I, ſays" be, becauſe I play. the: pri- 

<*.vare. Corſair, and cruiſe up and,down rhe 


Oy 


« Seas with, one fangle. Ship, am accusd as 2 


* Pyrate. | 
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© Pyrate, Thou thar doſt rhe fame "Thing 
«* with a mighty Fleer, art calld an Empe- 
* rour. If thou wert alone and a Captive, 
|< as Tam, they wou'd eſteem thee no better 
4 © than a Thief : And were I at the Head ofa 
* numerous Army, as thou arr, I ſhou'd be 
* reverenc'd as an Emperour. For as to the 
* Juſtice of our Caule, rhere is no other 
* Difference bur this, That thou doſt more 
* Miſchief than I. Misforrune has compell'd 
* me to be a Thief, whereas nothing bur an 
* intolerable Pride, and inſatiable Avarice 
J< puts thee upon the ſame Courle of Life. 
I *< If Fortune wou'd prove more favourable 


J*© ro me, perhaps I mighr become better : 


* Whereas, thy continual Succeſſes make 
JF thee bur the worſe. Alexander admiring 
the Boldneſs of the Man, and the Relolute- 
neſs of his Spirir, gave him a Command in 
his Army, that fo he might rob and Plunder 
from thenceforth by Authority. 

Bur, I ſhou'd have begun higher in Anti- 
quiry with the Empire of the Afſyrians, 
tounded by Ninus, in the Blood and Slaugh- 
ter, Ruine and Deſtruction of all his Neigh- 
bours, and increas'd after the ſame Methods 
by his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her 
Husband, that ſhe might reign for Five 
Days, and he granting her Requelt, ſhe put 
on the Royal Ornaments, and fitting on the 
Throne of -uncontroulable Majeſty, com 
manded the Guards to degrade and kill her 
Husband. Which being done, ſhe ſucceed- 
J<4 in the Empire, adding A#biopia ro her 
I other 
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other Domintons, carrying a War into India, f 
and encompaſſing Babylon with a MagnificentÞ 
Wall ; at laſt was kil'd by her Son Ninyas.F 
Thus was the Aſhrian Monarchy eſtabliſhed | 
in Regicides, Maſlacres, and Carnage. And} 
by the ſame Methods 'rwas tranflated by A4r- 

baftus to the Medes. He having caus'd Sar. 
danapalus, the laſt, and moſt effeminate of |i 
all the Aſſrian Kings, to die in the midſt of fx 
his Concubines. Thus was Treachery and 
Murder handed down with the Sovereign 
Power ; till at length Cyrus the Perſian trans-!! 
ferr'd them to his Country. Whole Son Cam: | 


byſes raisd the Second Univerſal Monarchy, Y ' 
on the additional Ruines of many other| 
Kingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of 
his Brother and his Son. Yer, after all, 
it was tranſlated ro the Macedonians, by " 
Alexander the Great, not withour an equal © 
Guilr of Parricide, and other Exorbirant I C 
Vices. From whom art laſt it deyolv'd ro the © 
Romans. | L 
Whar need I mention the ſcandalous Birth * 
of Romulus and Remus, the Twin-Sons offi ® 
an Inceſtuous Veſta! ? Or, their debauch'dIf / 
Education under a common Proftitute, fabu- P 

louſly veil'd by the Roman Hiſtorians, under Þ 
the Title of a YYolf, to render the Origin of I * 
their Empire Miraculous > Why ſhou'd 1]4 
recount the Horrid Fratricide commirted by [4 /** 
Romulus on Remus his Brother ; or the cele-J: R 
brared Rape of Sabine Wives , Virgins, and t 
( 


Widows ? It will ſeem invidious, to call ro | 


Mind the deteſtable Murder of Titus Devin | bk 
E 
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the Good old Captain of the Sabines, with 
many other Barbarous Maſlacres. Yer theſe 


', enormous Crimes were the Foundations of 


the Roman Grandeur and Nobility, fo for- 
midable afterwards to the whole Earth. 
And the Superſtructure was an{werable , 
through all the various Changes and Revolu- 
tions of Government, even ro the Reign of 
Auguſtus Ceſar , under whom Reme gain'd 
the Title of the Fourth Univer/al Monar- 
chy. 

This Emperour, though he was eſteem'd 
the mot Merciful and Juſt Prince on Earth, 
I yer he cſtabliſh'd his Throne in the Blood of 
JI his Kindred, ſacrificing the Children of his 
IJ Uncle corhe ends of Stare: And that he mighr 
not deviate from the Royal Ingratirnde of 
other Princes, he barbarouſly extinguiſh'd rhe 
O7-ſpring of his Fathers Brother, who had 
adopted him to the Inheritance of the Imperial 
Dignity. Scorning by an unkingly Tender- 
nels, to ſpare the glorious Names of Antony 
and Cleopatra, ro whom he was {o nearly re- 
lated, and who had inveſted him with the 
Power of being fo inhumane. 

I will not make rhee ſick, by rehearſing 
the abominable Lives and wicked Actions 
of the Nero's, Domitian's, Caligula's , Hes 
$ liograbulus's, Galienus's, and the reſt of thoſe 


.J* Royal Monſters. Hiſtory ir ſelf bluſhes ro 


recite ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and 
Jcheir very Names are odious to all Gene- 
Ararions, 


I 2 If 
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If we paſs from theſe mighty Empires to 
Kingdoms of lels Norte, we ſhall itil rrace 
the Foor-ſteps of the ſame Vices. Both An- 
cient and Modern Records are full of theſe | 
Tragedies. The Original Kingdom of the | 
Greeks took its Riſe from the Parricide of 
Dardanus ; and the Female Empire of thes- || 
Amazons, began in the barbarous Maſlacre of |! 
their Husbands. All Ages and Nations afford 
us Examples of this Nature; and the higheſt | 
Honours, Dignities and Commands were. | 
ever acquir'd and maintain'd by the Highelt | 
Injuſtice, ; | 

Therefore, Honeſt Nathan, let thou and I 
never envy the Nobles and Grandees of the 
Earth ; bur contented in our Humble Poſts, 
fitting nnder the Umbrella's of a happy Ob- 
ſcarity, ler us ſerve the Grand Sipnior with 
Integrity and a Zeal void of Injuſtice, 


Paris, 22d. of the 2d, Moon, 
of the Year 1663, 
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LETTER XXIIL 


To Codarafrad, Cheik, a Man of 
the Law. 


'J Hou wilt approve the Sentence that was . 
Yeſterday execured on a Frenchman in 
this City, who ſaid he was the Sox of God, 
and had perſwaded a great many poor Igno- 
rant People to believe him. He was burnr 
alive for his Blafphemy, and his Aſhes kick*d 
into a Ditch. Had he been convicted of 
this horrid Impiery in any of the Grand Sipni- 
or's Dominions, he had undergone the like 
or a more terrible Puniſhment: : For the 4!- 
coran exprelly ſays, That God has neither 
Wife, Son, Daughter, or Companion : And 
that thoſe ſhall ſuffer Eternal Pnins, wg 
teach any ſuch Dotrine. Doubtlcls, there is 
bur One God, and rhe Eternal Unity cannor 
be divided, or multiply'd, to make more 
Gods in Faction, or procreate an Off-/þ-7;9 
of diminutive Dzeties, He, the Father of 
al? Things, dwells in Eternal Solitude, and 
from an Infinite Retirement beholds rhe 
Various Generations of the Univerſe ; they 
are all equally - his Off-/pring, and ris Bla/- 
phemy to arm he has a Son, or a Daughter, 
or a Companion like unto himſelf. For he 
IS increared, unbegotren, and entire : Sole 
Poſſeſſor of his G_— without Rival 
3 or 
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or Cumperitor. There was none befcre him, 
neirher ſhall there be any after him; He is 
without Beginning or End. 

But theſe Infidels harbonr ſtrange Opi- 
nions abour a Trinity of Gods, and follow 
the Dodrines of Hermes, Triſmegiſtus, Plato, 
Plotinus, and other Pagan Philoſophers, who 


afſcrred a Triad in the Deity; and on that ! 
Bajis , founded all the Polytheifm of the Gene || 


tiles, Hence Pythagoras drevy his Tetragram- 
maton , by playing the Chymical Arithme- 
rician, and extracting a Duaternity out of 
Three, Bur the Poets not puzzling their 
Heads with the Myiteries of theſe Divine 
and Unintelligible Numbers , deliver'd their 
Theolegy in plain, groſs Fit1ons , ſuitable ro 
the Capacities of the Vu/gar : One midwifing 
a Goddeſs out of Jupiter's Brains: Another 
ſtarting a God from his Thigh. But this 
filly Fellow, could not derive his Pedigree 
!o near as from a Little Toe of the Dzvi- 


nity. Therefore, he was defervedly reduc'd 
to his Firſt Atomes , and ſpurn'd out of the F 


World. 

The French have various Kinds of Punift- 
ments for Maletactors ; bur none more rerri- 
ble than Breaking on the Wheel. This is in- 
ficted only on Notorious Criminals, and the 
Manner is thus : The Party condemn'd is 
faiten'd ro a Wheel, with his Arms and Legs 
exrended to their full Length and Widenels. 
Then comes the Executioner, and with an 
Iron Bar breaks one Bone after another, rill 


the milcrable Wretch is in the Agonies of | 


Death ; 


=y 
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1, If ?Death; and ſo he is lefr, to expire in unut- 
5 |, terable Torments : For, ſome Men of {trong 
_ F\ Conttiturions, will retain Life in this Ccndi- 
Pt | tion for Twelve or more Hours together. 

”u Honourable Codarafrad, Though the Exe- 
"0, & cutions of the Eaft are more ſwift and lurpri- 
zing, than thole in the 14//? ; yer they are nor 
hat i} C omparable ro them for Cruelty : The worſt 
en” | Death being bur a Minutes Pain. 


me Sage Cheick, I reverence thy accompliſh'd 
nc” |} Knowledge in the Laws of Equity and Fu- 
k ſlice, 

ir 


ne Y Paris, 1 5th. of the 3d. Moon, 
elr | of the Tear 1663. 


ar | The-Exd of the Second Book. 
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LETTER I. 


To Solyman his Couſin, at Chal- 
cedon. 


Commend thee for” removing thus from 
Place ro Place, and cou'd wiih thar 
thou would it not only exchange thy 
Relidence through all the Cities ſeared 
0 the Boſphorus, Proponts, Euxine Sea, and 
the Helleſpont, but viſe by turns all the Fa- 
mous Mar 4 in the World. 
Praiſe be to God, we are not born in My/- 
ey, Ruſſia, China, or under the narrow- 
I'5 ſour d 


== => 
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ſoul'd Governirents of Ly3curgus, Plato, and 
fach kind of Jcatous I awgivers ; where it 
w culd be no les Puniſhment, rhan the Loſs 
of one's Eyes, Ears and Fer, if nor of Life 
it ſelf, to rravel our of his Native Country, 
or for a Stranger ro come in, excepting Fo- 
reign Embaſſadors and Agents, who in Chi. 
na are forc'd to travel with their Faces veil'd 
or mufll'd, from the Con*nes ro the Courr, 
leſt they ſhould ſpie the Diſadvantages of the 
Country, 

Doubrleſs this is repugnant ro the Law of 
Nature and Nations, an Opprefſion of Hu- 


maniry, and directly oppoſite to the Por- - 


pole of God, when he delign'd and made us 
for Sociable Creatures: For, the whole Earth 
is bur as one Country or Province, common 
to Men and Beaſts. *Tis our Element, and 
rhercfore we ought to be free in ir, to range 
where we. plcaſe, as the Fow.s do in the Ar, 
ard the Fiſh mn the Sea, withour any Law, 
Re'iraint, or Injury. Such a Thought as 
this, made Secrates, when he was ask'd, Phat 
Country-man he was, anſwer, I am a Native 
f the Univerſe, and therefore free to live where 
1] w:ll. 

Thou know'ſt, our Coufin Tforf has tra» 
veli'd over all Afia and 4fiich, with ſome 
Parrs of Europe. My Brother Peſteli Hal, 
has alio viſited many Regions in the Eft 
Both of them have improv'd their Ettares 
and Fortunes in the World, the one ar A- 
ſtracan, the other art Conſtantinople. Follow 


their Steps and thou may'ft have thy Hearts 
Content, 


 _ 
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Gontent. Go, and obferye the different Man- 
ners of Men, their - various Cuſtoms, Laws 


and Religions. Survey the Mountains, Val- - 


lies, Deſarts, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Ciries, 
Ca'iles, Palaces, and all ' the other defirable 
Objects, which embelliſh this Globe. 

Burt beware of the Infirmiry of moſt Tra- 
vellers, who, Camelion-like, change their Hu- 
mour and Manners as the Regions vary 
through which rhey- paſs. Mere Mimicks, 
Buftoons, and Apes, who place their Excel- - 
lency in imitating every Thing - they ſee, or - 
meer with. Thus degenerating. from them- | 


ſelves, inſtead of Improving their Minds in 


true Science and Wiſdom, . and hardening : 
their Bodies to endure patiently the Injuries 
of the Elements, with all the Fatigues and ' 
Contingencies of Humane Life, which are the 
chief Ends of Travelling, next to that of 
Learning how to ſerve our Sovereign, andour - 
Country in a more refined. Manner. 

Solyman, never think . that thou wilt de- . 
ſerve the Character of a Prudent Traveller, if 
ar thy return .thou canſt only boaſt of 
Strange and Incredible Things thou hatt ſeen, . 
tell mon{trous Romances, and Fictions more - 
Fabulous than thoſe of the. Gentile Poets. 
Aim at Solid Knowledge, and the Improve- - 
ments of a Rational ture, . As thou go- - 
eſt out a Muſſulman, ſo return ; bur with all / 
the Advantages that may recommend thee - 
tor a Perſon accompliſh'd in Hiſtery, Morals, ... 
Paliticks, and Divine Philoſophy, 


It 
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If thou dar'it not undertake a Ramble at 


large, go to thy Coulin Iſouf at Aſtracan, L 


where he is ſertI'd in a Way of Traffick and 


Merch.andiſe. Take thy Voyage by the Black 1 
Sea, and the Palus Mzotis, Caſt thy Eyes | 


on the ancient Kingdom of Co!chis, as thou 
faileſt by her Shores ; confider the Temper of 
the Maingrelians, Circaſſians and Tartars, 
with the Reſt of the People threugh whoſe 
Territories thou wilr ur 4 And when thou 
arriveſt at Aſtracan, rell my Couſin 1/uf, 
that I wiſh'd rhee to take this Courſe: He 
will reſpect thee for thy Uncle's Recommen- 
dation. Shew him this Lerter, and ter his 
own Eyes fee the Hand-Writing of Mahmrr, 
the Aged, Weather-bearen Slave of the 
Earth's Great Sovereign ; the old Grey, Gril- 
led Watchman of the Sublime Port, which is 
| the Refuge of Mortals. He will find many 
Opportunities to advance thee, Bur I advite 
thee ro wean thy {ſelf from all Fondneſs, In- 
conſtancy, and Diſcontent. Be true to thy 
Truſt, Sednlous and Active, Patient and 
Reſign'd. Takeall Things as they come from 
Deſtiny, withour being peeviſh, oc trerful. 

So may God bleſs thee, and give thee the 
Riches of the Earth, and the Sweer Influences 
of Heaven ; make thee happy here, and here- 
afrer. Finally, may thy Reit be on high, in 
Paradiſe. 


Paris, the 1ſt. of the 5th, Moon, 
of th: Tear 1663, | 
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LETTER I. 


To Peſteli Hali, hi Brother, Ma- 
ſter of the Cuſtoms at Conſtan- 
tinople. 


Here - is no Doubr, but when thou waſt 

in the Indies the Names of Sultan Da- 
ra, Suja, Aurengzebe, and Morad Batche 
were not leſs known to thee, than that of 
their Father Cha Tehan, the Grand Mogul. 
Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity call d thee 
often to the Courr, where thon haſt heard 
the Characters of theſe young Princes, whoſe 
early Years furniſh'd the World with Marrer 
of Noiſe, and great ExpeCtarions, and gave 
the old Monarch that begat 'em, Trouble 
and Care enough to keep 'emiin Order, and 
prevent their Machinations againſt one ano- 
ther, as well as againſt himſelf, For, in 
thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided into 
Factions, and a Royal Envy mix'd with Am- 
bition, whetting Brothers and Siſters againſt 
each other, Who by Nature were made for 
the Offices of Recipracal Love. 

Surely, 'tis bur a glorious Infelicity for 
Children to be thus born Candidates of a 
Crown, when each is oblig'd by a Principle 
of Self-Preſeryation, to purſue his Claim, in 
a Method wholly repugnant to Humanity, 
and the Aﬀection that is due to thoſe - the * 

ame 
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fame Blood :- When ſhaking off all Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother 


muſt ſheath their Swords in each others Bo. | 
wels, to prevent their own Eftare, and raviſh. 


a Crown by Force, tro fave their Lives. 


Yer this is the Misforrune of all the Ea-.þ- 


ern Courts, that they cannor ſee a Prince 


aſc:nd the Throne, withour the Slaughter of. 
his: Brethren, and all that can be-ſuſpected to .| 
pretend; or ftand in Competition with him | 


for the Sovereignty. 


However, it muſt be confe(s'd that the In-.| 


dian Policy in this Point is far more gene- 
rous, than that of rhe Oztomans or Perſians. 
Who either immediarely after their Poſleflion 
of the Throne, murder in cold Blood all the 
reſt of rheir Lineage ; or ar leaſt impriſon 
them in ſome dark: Dungeon during their 
Lives, and not ſeldom pur out their Eyes. 
And this [s owing to the Diſadvantage rhe 
unhappy Children of our Monarchs lie under, 
in thar from their Infancy they 'are confin'd 
to the Seraglio, and educared under the Tu- 
telage of Women and Eunuchs, even during 
the whole life of their Father ; ſo thar he 
who 1s advanc'd ro the Throne, has all the 


reſt in his Cuſtody the firſt Hour of his 


Reign. 

Whereas, in Indoſtan, the Princes of the 
Blood, are committed ro able and learned 
Tutors, and as they grow in Years, encrealing 
alſo in Knowledge, Wiſdom and Courage, 
they are diſpos'd of, every one ſuitable to his 
. Capacity, Some being made Miniſters ot 


State, 


= 
—_ 
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Stare, others Generals of Armies, or Gover- 
nours of Provinces : Whereby each 1s pur in 
a Condition to make Parties for himſelf, ,a- 
mong the Grandees, and thoſe of Inferiour 
4 Degree, and to fortify his Intereſt in Court 
and Ciry, Country and Camp. Thas an 
open Field is lefr for all ro rry their Wit and 
x4 Courage in, for the Sake of Inherirance ; and 
1 tis more equal ro let them Nobly Skirmiſh 
for a Crown, and make a Warlike Lottery 
for Life or Death, then ſer up one with 
the Advantage and Charact-r of a Butcher, 
J and rurn the Serailf ro a Shambles, always 
* fl pollured with Royal, Innocent Blood, 
Bur every State purſues its own Maxims 
ie IF and there are not wanting Men of the Law, 
who juſtify this Inhumane Conduct of our 
Su'tans, as the only means to prevent Pub- 
lick DiltraCtions and Civil Wars : which al- 
ways happen, where there are many Preten- 
ders to the Imperial Dignity. As i lately 
tell our in the Indies. 

I need not acquaint thee with what parti» 
cular Dignities and Commands, the Grear 
Mogul inveſted his. Four Sons. T hou could'it 
he F ſufficiently inform thy ſelf of theſe Things 
us} when thou watt ar Deh/s, the Capital City of 

Inditan. Neither need I ſay any Thing of 
he Bf Rauchenara Begum, or her Siſter Sabeb, the 
ed Bf Two Daughters of Cha Iehan. Thou thar 
ng If haſt been there in Perſon, - know'ft more of 
vc, ff theſe Things, than I who am obl:g'd ro the 
05 IF Merchants and Travellers for all my LIntelli- 
ol gence of the Indian Atairs, 
re, Burt 


B 
—_— 
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Bur I can certify thee of ſomerhing, which 
has been tranſacted there ſince thy Return |f 
ro Conſtantinople, the Fame whereof per- ||; 
haps is not yet arrivd to the Imperial Þ 
City. 

Know then, thar in the Year 1655, a Ru. 
mour being ſpread abroad through rhe Pro- 
vinces of India, thar Cha Tehan was dead ; 
cach of his Four Sons, began ro lay abour 
him for the Crown. They did all that is 
nfual in ſuch Caſes for Ambirious- Perſons to 
do, by courting the Omrahs and Rajas with ji 
farge Preſents and larger Promiſes, by oblig. 
ing the Sorldiery with immenſe Largefles ; in 
a Word, by rouzing up the Friendihip and | 
Integrity of their Adberents, and by winning} 
over Strangers to their different Parties, with 
whatſoever elſe was thought neceſſary to. 
carry on a proſperous War againſt one ano. 
ther : For the Innate Defire of Reigning, had ( 
equally pofſeſs'd them all. Bur Deſtiny, C 
which appoints and conlummates Humane if ; 
Events, had reſerv'd rhe Crown for Aureny- | 
zebe, who ſurpalſsd all the reſt in Policy and 
Diffimularion. | 

With profound Craft this Prince over. Þ © 
reach'd his younger Brother, Morad-Batche, C 

Us 
er 


J 


and put him in Chains, in the midſt of Ms 
rad's own Army ; pacifying the Officers. with 
Bribes, and the Common Souldiers with En- 
creaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſent their | 
General away Priſoner to one of his ftrong-ff » 
eſt Caiiles, This was the Firſt conſiderable {@ * © 


otroke he gave roward the gaining a Com 
or, 


| 
f. 
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# For, now he was not only rid of one Com- 
"1 petitor, and the moſt dangeraus of all the 
Cr- Þ? reſt, bur alſo became Maſter of his Army and 
z4l 4 11 his Treaſure, which being joined to his 

own, put him in a Condition, to purſae his 
We ood Fortune with Succeſs. Yer the War . 
[0- \Y laſted almoſt Six Years, his Brother Sultar 
d; Sujah keeping him in Play on. the Side of 
our IN Benoale, and Sultan Dara near the Capical 
Cities Apra, and Debl:. 

Bur ar laſt they were both forc'd to yield 
to the Fortune of Aurenpzebe, In fine , he 
l18-Y was eſtabliſh'd and now firs on the Throne 
J of his Fathers, whilſt they fell Sacrifices ro 

the Jealouſy and Revenge of their Victorious 

Brother, being, as I'm inform'd raken Pri- 

ſoners, and afterwards poyſon'd or hurry'd 

out of the World ſome other Way. 
-o4 i [bus paſſes away Humane Glory, like a 
 Yf Cloud driven before the Wind; or like the 
') © Smoak of a Fire, which looks bright and gay 
for a while, crackles and gives Hear to all 
"2 Wl that are near ir, bur is either ſuddenly 
quench'd with Water, or evaporares into Air, 
and is no. more? remember'd. Dear Peſthel: , 
conſider that this Earth is not our Native 


” Country : we are Foreigners here below; ler 
ih | 25 1wprove our ſelves, by every Thing we 


En. ff ©counter, in Knowledge and Verrue, with- 
out Learning the Vanity and Vices of Mortals, 


ble Paris, 4th. of che 6th, Moon, 
of the Year 1663; 
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LETTER Il. 
To Uleph, Baſla. 


HEce is great Rejoycing for the Converſion 
of a certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith 
of the Roman Church. They call him the 
Duke of Meklebourgh. He is faid ro ſpring 
from an Ancient Race of Kings among the 
Vandals. This Court carefſes him in an ex- 
traordinary Manner, as they uſually do all 
Proſelytes of his High Quality ; as for poor 
and vulgar Converts, they ſerve only to be- 
come the Prieſts Slaves and* Aſſes. | 
The King ; who is Styl'd the Eldeſt Son 
of the Church, and therefore ought ro ap- 
pear a living Demonſtration of - her boaſted 
Vertues, has been very Liberal of his Fa 
vours to the New Devotee , creating him 
Knight of the Holy Spirit, which is rhe molt 
Sublime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, 
next to that of being made Peer of the 
Realm. 
Conriers arrive one at the Heels of another 
from the Duke of Beaufort., who is Crui- 
ſing abour on the Mediterranean. Bur, I can- 
nor ger a Sight of any of rem, nor learn 
what their Expreſſes contain. The Cour- 
tiers and Stareſmen here are the very Whatl 
Pools of Inrelligence. Whatever News | 


communicated to them, is {wallow'd up - 
0 
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loſt for ever in profound Silence, They re- 
Fceive all, bur return. none again. However, 
FPevple rake the Liberty to gueſs, every Man 
according to his Reaſon or Fancy. Some ſay, 
| he Duke of Beaufort has engaged with a Fleer 

of Algerines, and driven 'em ifito their Har- 
bour with great Loſs on their Side, and Tri- 
umph on his. Others laugh ar this as only a 


l. 


irh MCourr-Romance, who {trive to prepoſſeſs the 
-he Nation with proſperous Stories of the King's 
ing Arms, both by Sea and Land, Whilſt a 
the MT hird Sort affirm , That thoſe Diſpatches 


ome not from the Duke of Beaufort, who, 
ey ſay, is dead, being kill'd by a Cannon- 
Buller, in an Encounter with the Corſazrs of 
berbary : Bur, thar they are ſent. from the 
ext Chief Officers in the Thoulon Fleet, ro 
6-1 Wive the King an Account of his Death, and: 
eceive New Orders. 


ap - 

a In the mean while, we are wholly raken 
za, Mp here at preſent with the Receprion of the 
im (»:/-Embaſladours. They made their Pub- 
oft Wick Entry into Paris yeſterday, afrer they 
\m, {2d been magnificently entertain'd at the 


aſtle of the Kod. A Thouſand Chariors 
accompanied them through the Streers of 
ner (arts, They are brave Jolly Perſons, Sons 

17. (of Bacchus, and Hirelings to Mars, Stout 
n - re ,, and no Cowards in the 
r1eld, . 

Courteous Baſſa, Thou ſeeſt , I do nor 
brget my Friends, bur ſend to all by Turns, 
he Advices that ceme ro my Hands. I 
uh thou would'ſt favour me with a ſhorr 
." Skerch 
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Sketch of rhy Pleaſure with the Grand Sig-Fkhe 
nior , in the Neighbouring Plains of Adr-fdu 
anople. is 


Paris, 1oth. of the 11th, Mcon, 
of the Tear 1663. 


i 


L[STIER I. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em-P* 
pire, 


*'T" I'S hard todetermine, whether the Frenc)Wit \ 
King excel in Martial Aﬀairs, or in"! 
thoſe of State. He is good at Both. HisWlik 
Counſels are Wiſe, and his Actions great, AI Ye 
Man both in Body and Mind, forn'd for Em-W!y, 
pire: And our-ſtripping his Years in all mC 
Things fave the Afﬀairs of Love. Theſe in- 
deed he purſues with youthful Vigour and I va! 
Paffion, being by Nature very Amorous, and Þ all 
eſteem'd rhe Handſom'ſt Prince of this Age, I his 
by thoſe who conſider a Regular Shape, Grace- Þ| of 
ful Features, and a Majeſtick Awfulneſs in {| Ye 
the Face, as the Principal Ingredients in a Þ qu 
Maſculine Beaury. del 
'Fis certain, he's very Acceptable ro- the ſy{to 
Ladies, who are the moſt Comperent-Judges Ii Wa 
in this Caſe, And they value him -ſo much 


VIYVol.VI. «Spy at PARIS. 189 


Wa 


driÞ 
"his my For he grarifies 
uffe 


| 


he more, becauſe his Love never abates the 

ue Sentiments a Monarch oy to have of 

th Paſſions, 

ithour ſuffering them ro interfere, manage. 

ing his ſofteſt Intrigues with ſuch exquifte 
Prudence, as he ſtill comes off a Hero. 

He has had many Miltrefſes, and 'tis a ma» 
nifeft Diſcovery of his Wir, that he never 
faſten'd his Aﬀections on any that deſery'd 
not the ſame Character. She that has the 
greateſt Share in his Hearr ar preſent, iscall'd 
the Dutcheſs of Vaujour; a Woman raisd 
to that Title by the King's Bounty, for the 
Jake of his Love. She has a Refind Wir, 
and thar's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, 
as to her Body, 'rwould hardly rempr an in- 
different Painter to employ his Skill, unleſs 
it were, in deſcribing what the Taylor endea- 
yours to hide, and that's a Deformiry much 
like mine, a Remarkable Bunch in rhe Back, 
Yer this great Monarch, loves her pafſionare- 
ly, and will nor be eaſily croſs'd in his A- 
mours, | 

The Puezen and his Mother have endea- 
vour'd by divers Methods to reclaim him; bur 
all prove ineffectual. A while ago they ſer 
his Confeſſor ro work, who with Abundance 
of unſeaſonable Gravity, repreſented to the 
Young Invincible Monarch, the Ill Conſe- 
quences of Unlawful Love ( for, theſe Infi- 
gels eſteem none Lawful , bit whar is be- 
ſtow'd only on One fe. ) He faid all that 
was proper for a Feſuite to urge on ſuch an 


calion, and a great deal more ; threat- 
ning 
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ning the Royal Lover with Severe Penance 
and I know not what. Imparient of this Dil 
courle from a Subject, yer reſpecting the Chal 
rater he bore as a Prieſt, the King with 
Reſerv'd Countenance, thank'd him for hi 
Pious Connlel, telling him withal, rhar fo 
the Future he diſcharg'd him from his Service 
being reſoly'd ro obey the Old Canons of the 
Church, and confeſs ro none bur the Przeſt « 
the Pariſh. Thus the poor Feſuite was dil]. 
carded, and beſides the K7ng's Dilpleaſure, heſh; 
has drawn upon himſelf the Cenfſures and, 
Curſes of his whole Order, for difobliging 6 
yur a Monarch, only to pleaſe Two peevill 
omen. 
Illuſtrious Miniſter, Kzngs are as Gods on 
Earth ; and they eſteem it a Prophanation oi, 
their Divinity, when their Actions are t00 , 
narrowly icann'd by their Subjetts, 8 


Paris, 7th. of the 1ft, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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Tal LETTER V. 


WT Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma- 
ſter of the Grand Signior*s Cu- 
ſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


H E News which thy Letter imparts, 
wou'd affect me with Incredible De- 
Wight, were fuch a Thing poſſible to come to 
aſs, Ir is a long Time fince I have been 
eary of dwelling in Paris, and of conver- 
ing only with Infidels. There is a perfe&t 
ntipathy between their Humour and mine. 
0nd 'ris no ſmall Violence a Man does to his 
ature in ſuch a Cafe, when all his Actions 
nd Words are counterfeited. This goes migh- 
ly againſt the Grain. Bur I have thoughr 
jothing roo much to do or ſuffer, for our Great 
lafter's Intereſt. And I'm ftill of rhe ſame 
R:folution. Yer Nature it ſelf abhors Force 
nd Rettraint, Therefore *rwoud be a vaſt 
pmfort ro be recall'd from rhis diſagreeable 
tation, and plac'd in ſome other Poſt, where 
might ſerve God and the Grand Signmor with 
ore Eaſe. 
Beiddes, I have met with nothing bur 
erſecutions and Reproaches from ſome ar 
ie Seraplic, ever lince I came to this Ciry ; 
$ I have often hinted in my Diſpatches to 
e Grandees, and particularly once to the 
\oble Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, our Country- 
man 


"TER 
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man and Friend. Wherein T alſo implor'd 
his Favour and Intercefſion, that I might haye| 
leave to retire into Arabia, and ſpend the Reſt} 
of my Days in the Place where I firſt drew 
my Breath 3 or art leaſt, thar I might be per. 
mitted to return ro Conſtantinople, and give 
an Account of my Agency in theſe Part, 
though it were to the Loſs of my Head, if IB 
deſerv'd it. 
I perceive that generous Baſſa rook Con-ſ 
paſſion on my Sufferings, and has done his} 
_ utmoſt to relieve me. * Tis ro him I owe theft, 
Propoſal that was made in the Divan, of ſend. iſ: 
ing me to the Court of the Grand Mogul, there} ' 
to Negotiate ſome Private Afairs ot Impor- 


1 
rance for the Sultan. 
There is nothing thar I have had a greaterſ( 
Paſſion for theſe many Years, than the Hap-f 
pineſs of viſiting thoſe remote Parts of the 
Earth, ſo venerable for the Antiquity of 
their Inhabitants, and the Excellency of their © 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion and Governmen:;ſe 
I mean, the Gentile Indians , and not th f 
Race of the Moguls, who came out of Ta 
tary, and are bur of Yelterday, in Compaſb 
riſfon with the Aboriginal People, whoſe Ge ti 
nealogies and Poſletiion of that Count, 
ſtrerch beyond all rhe Recerds in the Yall 
beſide. d 
Ever ſince I read-the Fournal of thy Tru” 
vels in the Eaſt, I was" inflam'd with an a4 
dent Defire ro ſee that Renowned Nation 1 
to converſe with rhe Bramins, and pry 1n it 
the Myiteries of their Unknown Vow 
| whict 
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which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the 
World. 
S I know not what ails me, bur I promiſe 
J my ſelf more Satisfaction from their Books, 
| were I capable of underſtanding the Lax- 
uape in Which they are writ, or from the 
\F- of thoſe Prieſts who have 'em in their 
if INCuftody ; than from all the Prophers and 
Sages in the World, 1 fancy I ſhou'd 
"om-M find ſomething prodigiouſly ſtrange. and 
e his amazing in their Hiſtory, yer ſquaring with 
e thefl Human Reaſon, and Probability of Truth, 
ſend. ff 1ſhou'd meer with Arguments which I cannor 
thereſÞ yer ſtarr, ro prove the Eternity of the World ; 
npor-}( Arguments clear and demonſtrarive : ſuch 
as wou'd eftablith rhis Do&#rin , againſt all 
Objections that have or can be made to the 
P- contrary, 

The Idea which I already entertain of fo 
unmeaſurable a Duration, 1s only founded 
on my own Natural "Thoughts, and ſupporr- 
Sed by the Concurrent Opinion of ſeveral 
Ancient Phzloſophers. Bur I ſhou'd hope ra 
ſee it diſcover'd by rhele Indian Records, to 
bea Truth as brighr as che Sun, and fixed as 
} the Center of the Earth. 

There is another Thing, for which I migh- 
1} ily admire che Indians; and wherein I en- 
deavour ro imitate them ro the urmoſt of 
my Power : That is, the Juſtice and Ten- 
derneſs they ſhew rowards the Beaſts, "Tis a 
oof} Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, 
no} it by chance they kill any living Creature, 

K Bur, 
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petites, to commir that which they elteem 


Bur, if they doir wilfully, cut of Cruel 
Wanronneſs or Malice, and nor in their own 
Defence ; *tis puniſh' d with Death, no leſ 
than if they had murder d a Man. No care 
of Health, or Fear of Diſſolution by Sickneſs 
can tempt one of the Brachman Race, toff 
taſte a Bir of Fleſh: Much leſs cou'd they 
be induc'd by the meer pleaſure of their Ap 


ſo enormous a Sin, and the very Fountain 
of all other Vices. They count it the great 
eſt Injuſtice that can be, ro ſuſtain their own 
Lives, by the Death of any of their Fellos- Fr 
Animals ; and they eſteem it a Puſfillanimity Þ; 
unbecoming a Man, when he dares not ven-|b, 
rure his Life on the Fruits of the Earth, 
and the Milk of Catrel, which he may en-ſþ 
Joy in Innocence, and Nature affords him 
more than enough, of all Sorts of lawtul 
Nouriſhmenr. | 
This Relizious Abſtinence, is the Mother 
of Heroick Vertues ; and thoſe who practice 
it inviolably, are always in a State to contemn 
rhe World, Death, and all MomentaryÞ 
Things. Hence ir is, that rhe Indians go 19 
the Inviſible World as cheerfully, as the) 
wou'd rake a Journey ro China; and PerſuW 
Turky, or any other Part of the Earth. For 
they eſteem Death no other - than a ſetting 
out, or Voyage of the Soul ro a more agrees 

able Religion. 
Bur, I need not infift ſo much on theſe 
Things to rhee, who haft been among then, 
an 
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Cruel 


nd art familiarly acquainted. with their Ge. 
nius and inclination. I flide intro this Dif- 
ourſe inſentibly, by the Pleaſure I rake in 
hinking of theſe People and their admira- 

le Vertues, as a Man falls in Love with a 
Beautiful Woman, by artenrtively gazing on 
er, and many Times forgers himſelf, and 
he Bnſineſs he was abour, commirs Errors 
and Indecencies, and through the Contufion 
ff his Spirits, 15 quire loit, like one in a 
Wood. 

To return therefore ro my Purpoſe; a 
Journey to the Indies would be very plea- 
ant to me on ſeveral other Accounts. The 
5 ery Stars of my Nativity inclin'd me ro 
zarth, B:avel, and from my Cradle in my Father's 
Y 1-BHouſe, I was transported ro Conſtantineple, 
 hinE:.ny Hundreds of Leagues from the Place 
wwiulYt my Birth. Thou know'it, what a Romer 
" ve been fince that Time : And I can aflure 
other nee, I rerain the ſame Diſpoſirion {ti!l. Bur, 
actice Frhere's no Country under rhe Moor which I 
mem vih ro fee with greater Earneitnets, than ns 
ntar) Bitan; the very Name whereof ſounds al- 
80 1 Wnoſt as ſweeras char of Paradiſe. Doubrlels 
the) Fs the Eden of the Earth, in many Reſpects, 
erſu-Wand the Inhabitants believe there was no bet- 
For er for the Orizinal Parents of Mankind to 
ecring Wiwell in, ranking the Hiſtory of Moyes on 
Sree War Subject in the Number of Celebrated 

ables, T approve not this Cenſure of the 

thele ndians, yer I tell thee as a Muſſulman, I. 
them, Ware ſay, the Myſt:rious Writings of Moſes 

and K 2 are 
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are quite miſunderſtood by the greareſt Part 
of Mankind. Neither can any Two of his 
Interpreters, agree exactly which was thef 
Particular Situation of Paradiſe. Some plant, 
that Garden in Meſopotamia, others in Pale 
ftine ; and a third Sort affirm, rwas in, 
Epypt : This Man will have it in Aſia, Tha, 
in Africk, They are divided in their Opiſ 
nions. And I might as well ſay, 'rwaſ 
under the Red Sea between them both; 
and bring as many Cabbaliſtick Proofs to 
defend it. Bur, it ſignifies nothing to uw, 
ler t© be where 'twill. Every Place is a 
Paradiſe, which a Man phanſies to be lo; 
and Nothing can beat me off from the Con-I, 
ceitT have of the Indies 

| Beſides, I ſhou'd rake a vaſt Delight in my 


' Journey thither ; whether I went by the 


Way of the Black Sea, - and fo through the 
Ancient Kingdoms of Colchis, Georgia and 
Cathay, coaſting along the Foot of Mount 
Taurus: Or, by the more Common Road, 
through Syria, Arabia, and Perſia, Either; 
way wou'd afford Matter of Thought to af 
Contemplarive Man, whilft in ſome Placsi 
he beholds the Ruines of Famous Cities 
and his Eye revels on the Spoils of Time, 
of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. In «f 
thers, he beholds whole Provinces laid Waſt;, 
and diſpeopl'd ; only meeting here and there 
a few Cots, Herds, or Tents of Arab, 
Tartars or Circaſſian Herdſmen ; who ſtrag- 
gle up and down the pleaſant Fields ot 


I 
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Aſia, to: pick and chuſe convenient Paſtures 


for their Cartle. 


How pleaſant would it be to travel thro' 
my own Country, and behold the Tents of the 
Sons of Iſmael, ſpread o'er the Plains of the 
Vaſt and Horribte Deſart 2 To meer with E- 
mirs and Shephs of Arabia, with their Flocks 
TYand Herds, | kr it upand down, and 
Frolicking from Mountain to Valley ar their 
Pleaſure, 

From this to paſs to another Variety in - 
erfia, would be equally diverting. What 
kind of Thoughts ſhould I have whilſt on 
my Bed, withia the Walls of Bagdat, the 
 (:age of ſo many Great and Renown'd Acti- 
* Yons, mention'd in Ancient Hiſtory ! I ſhould 
all to Mind Semirams, the Foundreſs of 
bat Noble City, and all her Mars with the 
ndians and other Nations of rhe Eaſt. I 
bould refle&t on her Policy, and the Weak- 
jeſs of her Son Ninyss. I ſhould conſider 
ie various Tranſlations of ' the Eaſtern 

re; the Alternate Fare of the Medes, 
fries, Babylonians and Perſians. And 
om thence I ſhould Narturally fall upon 
ne Conqueſts of Alexander the Great s the 
We of rhe Macedonian Empire, the Death 
ff that Mighty Hero in Babylon, and the 
Antonizing the Empire among his Chief 
Jſicers, Such Memoirs as theſe', would 
maken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all 
uman Afﬀairs, as ir does at this time : 

a particularly I reflect on my Fol- 

K 3 ly, 
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iy, in ſetting my Heart ſo much on Tra 
velling to a Country, which I am never 
like to ſee. 

For, alas, my Dear Brother, I am nor a4 
ble tro endure art this Age, the Hardſhip 
of ſo. long a Journey, as I could in nyfi 
Youth. Much Sicknefs has impaird th 
Strength of my Conſtiration. I am grown 
as tender as an Infant. The leaſt Puff o 
Wind is ready to blow out the Flame © 
Life. And whereas formerly, neither Heat 
nor Cold, Hunger or Thirſt, Labour 
Watching could hurt me; now my Health 
receives Damage from every one of thee, 
I could not p:ilibly out-live rhe Farigue 
and Pain of travelling Two or Three Day 
together without a Drop of Water to re 
freſh my panting Soul. An Habirual Fe- 
ver has made me the Thirſtieft Man in the 
World. Then I am not able to bear tit 
ſcorching Heats of the Sun, ro which a Tr: 
veller in thoſe Parts is Necefſarily expos« 
I ſhould daily diflulve like Wax, or rathe 
exhale in Smoke, in the midit of ſo many 
Fervors. In a Word, my Body is fo Infir 
that 4 am very fure to die, before I can gel 
Half Way to Indoſtan, ler me take the nearelt 
Road I can. 

Yer if the Miniſters of the Port hal 
think fit to ſend me, I am refign'd. For 
F rake no farther Care of my Life, than 
as I may be ſerviceable tro the Grand Si! 
ior, 
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I intend to write to our Illuſftrious Friend 
abour it. In the mean time, do thou for 
me; What the Prudence of Man, and the 
Aﬀection of a Brother ſhall ſuggeſt, as moſt 
onducing to the Intereſt of our Sovereign, 
and our own Honour, which we oughr to 
prefer ro our Lives. 

Our Mother is in Health, and Salures thee 
with a tender Embrace. 


Paris, 9th. of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Near 1664. 


'2 
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LETTER VI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Ottoman 
Empire, 


His Court of late makes a double Figure ; 

the one of Real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs 
of Savoy's Death, who was of the Blood- 
Royal of Frarce; the other of Counterfeit 
Mourning for the Death of Carolus Foſephu, 
Brother to the German Emperour. For, they 
inwardly rejoyce at this Latter, ' and will 
the whole Houſe of Auſtria were laid in 
their Graves : That Family being the only 
Obſtacle ro the Grandeur, at which the 
French Monarchy aſpires. The only Rub 
which Cardinal Rich/ieu, and his Succeflor 
Mazarini found in their Way, when they 
ſoughr ro exalt the Bourbons to the Empire of 
the Yet. 

The Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, the va- 
rious Changes of Government, the Alrernate 
Fate of Nations, are Themes worthy of 2 
Muſſulman's "Thoughts ; conſidering that the 
Victorious and Happy Oſmans at this Day 
poſſeſs rhe Territories of ancient Renown, 
. the Provinces and Dominions which former: 
iy _ the greateſt Figures and Noiſe in the 

orld, 


What 
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What is now become of the moſt Famous 
Monarchies of Babilon, Perſia, Aſſria, Mace- 
don, Greece and Rome ? Look for the Myſte. 
rious and Learned Kingdom of Egypt ; the 
Religious State of the Fews ; The moſt An- 
cient Kingdoms of the Sicyonians and Ar- 


gives 3 The Commonwealths of Laced.emon 


and Athens, . wah many other Countries 
mention'd in the Records of Time, and we 
ſhall find them all Swallow'd up in the U- 
niverſal Empire of the Ottomans. 

The Hiſtories of Be/us, and how he gor 
the Sovereignty by Hunting ; of Ninus his 
Son who firſt raught the World the Me- 
thods of Idolatry ; of Serimams, Ninyas, Sar- 
dinapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the reſt of 
thoſs Aſſrian Monarchs ; found now like an 
antiquated Tale, or Dream. Neither is 
there any more Life at this time in the Baby. 
lonian and Perſian Regiſters, The mighry 
Ads of the Nebuchadnezzar's, Cyrus'sand the 
reſt of thoſe renown'd Conquerours, now 
ſerve bur as Foils to ſer off rhe more Glori- 
ous Enterprizes, and Succeſſes of our Immor- 
tal Sultans, | 

'Tis rrue, the Perſians at this Day retain 
ſome Fragments of that once Vaſt and Formi- 
dable Eaſtern Empire. And the Germans 
have a Shadow ofthe Ancient Imperial Ma» 
jeſty of the Romans. Bur both the one and the 
other, are grown Effeminate and Weak ; 
they have loſt the Verrue, the Powerand For- 
tune of their Predeceſlors, 


KR 5 Thou 
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Thou haſt rravell'd over all the Dominions 
of the Sophi, and been an Eye-Witneſs of 
the Perſian Luxury, Libertiniſm, and Na. 
kedneſs. Thou haſt ſeen the Off-ſpring of 
Heroick, Sages, transform'd to Swine, Dogs, 
Aﬀes, and other contemprible Brures, as if 
they'd drank of Circe's Cup. So faral is ir 
to decline from the Way of Vertue ; nay, fo 
1mpoſiible even to ſtand ſtil in thar ſacred 
Path, withour being violently pull'd back- 
ward, In a Word, thou art fo thorowly ac- 
quainred with the Preſent State of Perſia, 
and all its Circumftances, that I ſhou'd ap- 
pear too officious in pretending -to deſcribe 
either the Country, or the Pcople that inha- 
bir rhere. 

Bur, as to Europe, thon profeſſeſt thy (elf 
a Stranger, and haſt commanded me to cha- 
racteriſe this Quarter of the M/orld ; Where- 
in Germany makes the moſt Majeſtick Figure 
by Land, England and Holland by Sea: Spain 
boaſts of her Gold ; whilft France an fy n 
it up to pay her Arnnes, to- keep foreign 
Kings in Penſion, ro Build mighty Fleets, 
and Magnificent Palaces; to corrupt the 
German Princes, and make 'em Pimps to her iſ & 
Ambition, Inſtruments of her defign'd Gra I 3 
deur , which is no leſs than the Yeſtern If 
Empire. F 

As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere I 
Tennis-Ball, or a Shuttle-Cock , bandied to 
and fro between the Kings of France and I 
$P41N, 


The 
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The Swiſſes are Poor and Mercenary. They 
cannor ftay ar Home unleſs they con'd ban- 
quet on the Turfs and Stones : For all the 
Fleſh, Fruit, and Corn in the Land, is nor 
half enongh to keep 'em alive, and they 
have little or no Money, bur what they get 
abroad. This makes 'em all Travellers, and 
moſt of rhem rake up the Trade of War. 
They ſerve the Pope, the French King, and 
many other Princes for Pay : And where 
they once engage, they are very true to their 
Truſt. Bur, I can tell thee, they wou'd be 
unwilling ro fight fore Gre Signior, un- 
leſs he wou'd allow 'ets plenty of >/ne, 
which thou know'ſt is contrary to the Diſci- 
pline of the Muſſulman Armies : And theſe 
_ are the profeſlsd Adorers of Bac- 
ch, 

The Holanders are Induftrious and Rich: 
They mind nothing bur Merchandizing and' 
Mechanicks. They wou'd fain engroſs the 
Trade of the Indies and the Levant, to them» 
ſelves. They rraffick, that they may be in 
a Condition to fighr, and they fight to eſta- 
bliſh their Commerce ; having no fenſe of 
Honour, but only of Profit, © If they attempr 
any Conqueſt, or make an Invaſion, ir muſt 
be in America, or ſome other remote Country: 
For they're only upon the Defenfive among 
their Neighbours, not daring to be the Firſt 
Apgerefſors ina War; in a Word, they're 
like a Neſt of Piſmires, that rrudge up and 
down continually ro get Provihon , but 
ſting and bite thoſe under whoſe Predlles 
they 
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they live, if they have an Opporrunity. 
'Tis thought, the Prince of Orange, who 
deſcends from an Illuſftrions Stock, wil cer 
| long reduce thoſe Republicans ro another 
Form of Government. The French Style 
him the Head and Heart of the United 
States, and theſe thou know'ſt command the 
Hands and the Feet. 


Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chr: 


ftendom againſt the mighty Power of the 
Ottomans and Tartars. Bur, in my Opini- 
on, one of our Embaſladors at the Empe- 
ror's Court, gavea truer Deſcription of it, 
when he compar'd Germany to a Great Mon- 
fterz with many Heads and Tails, which 


having a deſire ro break through a certain' 


quick-ſer Fence or Hedge, and each parrticu- 
lar Head making Way where it cou'd beſt 
among the leſs entangl'd Branches, were all 
caught in ſo many different Noozes , by the 
Interpoſition of ſtrong Trees, and ſo the 
Monſter was forc'd ro retire with Shame 
and Loſs: Whereas , he faid, the Oſman 
Empire, was like an Animal with One Head, 
and many Tails, and that One Head not en- 
countring the like Difficulties, eafily paſsd 
_— being follow'd by the Tails with 
ane Conſent, as the untwiſted Ends of a 
Ten-ſtring'd Cord paſs through a Ring or 
Hole, when the united Part has lead them 
the Way, 

I ſhowd have mention'd Italy, Poland, 
Denmark, Moſcovy, and other Regions of 
Europe, but it wou'd be too tedious for one 
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Letter, which I ſhou'd neither have Time 
ro write, nor thou Patience to read, at 
once. 

Therefore, I deſire thee ro accept of this 
only as a rough Draught, an Imperfect 
Skerch of ſome Parts of the Jeſ?. Bur in 
my future Diſpatches, I will imitate the 
Painters, and endeayour to draw each Mem- 
ber and Lineamenar of this great Body to the 
Life, as near as I can diſcern 'em by the Lights 
I have in Pars. 


Paris, 10th. of the 4th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664, 
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LETTER VI. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſla. 


MAY God multiply his Bleflings on: thee, 
and cauſe thy Hearr ro ſparkle with 

freſh Lights and new Joys, like the $ky. 
Rockets on a Dnnalma | or Royal Holiday. | 
Accept atſo a ſmall Preſent, nor worth an 
Inventory, ( confilting only of a few Pi 
Etures, Looking-Glafſes, Watches, and other 
Manufactures of France,) from rhe Hands of 
Mahmut, thy Countryman, Son of thy Fa- 
thers Neighbour, and a Voluntary Slave 0 
thoſe who ſerve thee, if I had the Honour of x. 
an Opportunity. _ 
Neither the Gift, nor he thar offers it, is Wy, 
worthy of Eſteem. Bur, thou haſt Conde- JI. | 
ſcenfion enough to look on Both with the Eye W;. 
of a Noble Arab, who knows nor how to va- fr 
tue the Sinceriry of any Man's Devoir and Af- Wh, 
tection, which way ſoever he expreſſes it. Mx, 
I can never forget the former Diſcoveriesot I|;, 
thy Friendſhip to my Brother Peſteli and me; 
and in General, to all thoſe of our Houſe: x, 
Whach {till encourages me to expect greater WT; 
Kindnefles ; nay, in a manner, affures me of 
« them : becauſe, I know the Narure of true 
Generofiry is ſuch, that where it once begins 
to faſtenon an Obje&t, it never ceaſes to 


communicate its Fayours, till Damn'd m_ 
hdy 
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fidy gives a Check ro the Current, And 
may he be Damn'd thar then has the Impu- 
dence ro ask for any more. 

Bur Praiſe be to God, my Cafe is other. 
wiſe ; Iam not in the Number of the Un- 
grateful and Treacherous : And therefore, 
with Boldneſs I preſume once more to ad- 
dreſs ro the Duſt of thy Feer, illuſtrious Baſ/a, 
begging thy Patronage and Shelter from the 
Perſecution of my Enemies ; whoſe whole 
Endeavour 1s to ruine me. 

Thou know'ſt I came to Paris in the Year 
1637. of the Chriſtians Hepgira. The Sun 
had then revifired the $791 he was in at my 
Nativity, juit the Eight and T wentierh Time. 
[ was a mere Youngſter in the Morld. How- 
ever, my Superiours thought me fir for this 
Employment. How I have acquitted my ſelf 
nirever ſince, I leave to themſelves to judge: 
Yer, for Faſhion's Sake, they will be always 
2 finding Faults. One Sycophanr or other 
8 perpetually Railing againſt me, when they 
ind any of the Vizirs and other Grandees in 
a Humour to hearken ro them. I Fancy 'tis 
tor Want of Diſcourſe. When they bave 
nothing elſe to talk of, then they fall a cen- 
luring of poor Mabmut, who undergoes more 
Fatigues than a Hundred 8 
Thouſand ſuch * Thiguch, *This Word Thiguch 
25 they. I can't imagine, 94s left ſo in the 
what they aim at z unleſs Italian, and he Eng.. 
t be, that they wou'd have Tranſlaor ow 
me turn Chr;/tzan, and en- fi any FIR 
ter my ſelf into ſome Me- 7 *** 


naſtery, Suffer 
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Suffer me, my Noble Friend, to tell thee, 

that a Man cannot want for Temptations to 
ſuch a Change of his Faith, without being 
confin'd to a Recluſe Life. He may be a 
Friar or a Libertine, a Prieſt or a Layman, 
A Xealot or an Hypocrite, a Chimney Sweeper 
or an Abbot, which he pleaſes, according ag 
he is qualify'd. And r can aſſure thee, he 
that wou'd be a good Man, which is be. 
yond all the Reſt, has incentives enough 
among the Profeſſors of the Nazarene 
Worſhip, though the greateſt Parr are 
wicked, 
As for me, I never thought that True Reli. 
$ian confiſted in Empry Names and Titles, 
in Forms and Ceremonies, in Parties and Fa- 
Ctions, or in any Thing bur ina Life conform 
to Reaſon, and ro the Will of Ged. 

They take me here at Paris for a Molds 
vian Rambler, that has read ſomething more 
than the Pariſh-Clerks. And becauſe th 
know, I underitand Greek , Sclavonian, a 
Two or Three Languages more, they would 
fain make me a Prieſt, Dofor, Orator, 0f 
any Thing that I wou'd accept of, to ſerve 
an Intereſt. And TI am compell'd to ul, 
either a down-right Humility, or a forc 
Pride, that I may handſomly evade their 
Courtſhip: convincing 'em ſometimes, that 
I am nor fit for ſuch Dignzties, at other Sea- 
ſons telling 'em, I am above Inferiour Order!, 
and that nothing Jeſs than an Archbiſhop! 
Pall, or a Cardinal's Hat wilt fatisfy m} 
Ambition, Ge Ten 

Es Thus 
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Thus I really difſemble, and jeft my ſelf 
in earneſt our of Ample Eſtates, to ſerve God, 
his Prophet, and the Grand Sipnioy : Yet am 
traducd ar the Serag/io for a Hypocrite, an 
Infidel, and God knows whar. 

Here's honeſt Eliachim the Few undergoes 
the ſame Fate ; Whilſt thoſe of his own 
Party, eſpecially the Rabb:'s, proclaim him 
every where for a Chriſtian ; and the Naza- 
renes point at him, as a Turk, Only my 
Landlord where I before lodg'd, who is an ho- 
neſt old drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim for 
a Saint, and ſwears he will have him Cano» 
niz.d after his Death : And all this, for no 
other Reaſon, bur becauſe Eliachim rreats 
him now and then with a Bottle of Wine : 
$ partial are all Men to their own Humours 
and Intereſts. But the Truth on't is, Elia- 
chim's an excellent Counterfeit, and my Land- 
ford is not the only Man who has this Vene- 
ration for him. He paſles for a very Good 
Catholick, and a Holy Man among a great 
many others. His Looks are ſo demure, his 
Mien fo compos'd, and he has ſuch Godly 
Diſcourſe with him, about the Sacraments, 
Indulgences , Miracles and Graces of the 
Church, when he is in Company »* with Chri- 
ſtians, That he wou'd deceive the Spaniſh 
7 Aofan , and cheat the Devi] him- 
elf, 

Such is the Violence we are forc'd to uſe 
to our ſelves, who live in theſe hazardous 
Stations, And yet No-body conſiders us, 
or regards our Zeal for the Grand 
S19nor, 
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S:ignior., Our Reputation , Liberty, and 
Lives are precarious. We are nor only in 
perpetual Danger of rhe Revenge of the 
Nazarenes who are our real Enemies ; but 
alſo expos'd ro the Envy, Malice and Per. 
ſecution of thoſe who ought ro be our 
Friends. 

I bave ofren complain'd of the malicious 
Calumnies thrown on me by Icing Cap-Op- 
lanz, and his Ailociates : And the Miniſters 
were pleasd to receive my Apologies, But 
now I ſuſpect greater Treachery. I ſent an 
Account ro the Res Effends ſome Years ago, 
how I was dogg'd up and down the Streets of 
Pars, by a Fellow whom I knew nor, and 
what Apprehenſions that put me upon. I 
will acquaint thee farther, that being afraid 
of an Aſſaſſme in the Dark, I arm'd my Breaſt 
with a Quire of Paper, which is known to be 
Dagger-Proof. T was nor ar all miſtaken in 
my Gueſs. For the laſt Night, as I was re- 
turning home to my Lodging, between the 
Hours of Nine and Ten ; I receiv'd a Stab 
in my aforefaid Breaft-Plate, right againſt my 
Hearr. Ir was nor ſo dark but I could per- 
ceive the Perſon who gave me this Blow; 
and Self.-Preſervation raught me immediate- 
ly to ſeize on him, and grapple as cloſe as] 
could, extending his Arms with mine at a 
good Diſtance from our Bodies. I am but 
lictle and ſhort, yer I have a ſtrong Spring 
with my Body,when I am once rouz'd,as thou 
wilt imagine I was now. Beſides, I have ge- 


nerally a certain Preſence of Mind in Time 
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of Danger, which fails not ro. prompt me 
with the readieft and moſt proper Courſe co 
eſcape. In a Word, I wreſted the Ponyard 
out of the Ruffian's Hand, and ftabb'd him 
dead with ir, not thinking it ſafe to make a 
Noiſe, bur chufing rather todie if my Strength 
fail'd me, than by crying our for Help, run 
the Riſque of worle Conſequences: For I had 
long expected fome ſuch Arrempt as this 
upon my Life, from my Enemies art the Pore. 
And concluding this Fellow ro be one em- 
ploy'd by them for that Purpoſe, I thonghr 
It no Prudence to have him ſeiz'd by the 
Watch, and puniſh'd by the Law, left he 
ſhould in Revenge diſcover me and my Bu. 
fineſs to theſe Infidelſs. Therefore I play'd 
the Executioner my ſelf, and ſent him our of 
Hand to another World, ro prevent his rel- 
ling Tales in this. Thou wilt fay there was 
no Injuftice in rhis, fince *rwas in my own 
Defence, and to fave the Honour of my $S6- 
vereion, As he fell, he utrered theſe Words 
in a faint broken Tone, Mahmut, my Death 
will be reveng'd before long, and you cannot 
eſcape the Trap that is laid for you. Then 
he expir'd. 

This made me preſently conclude, that he 
was employ'd by ſome-body at the Porr : 
For, how elſe ſhould he know my True 
Name 2 Bur upon Second Thoughts, I can- 
not be certain, bur thar he was let at Work 
by my Old Sicilian Maſter, fince he knew 
my Name alſo. However, 1 have greater 


Reaſon to ſuſpe& the Former ; becaule, iris 
nor 
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not probable, that the Infidel would take (0 


Chargeable and Troubleſome a Method to | 
Murder me. Neither had he Provocation | 


enough, Beſides, for ought I know, he may 
be dead. God only is acquainted with the 
Truth, However, to prevent future AC. 


ſaulrs of rhis Nature, and a great many o- | 
ther Inconveniencies, I have remov'd my elf | 


to a New Lodging, in the moſt obſcure Cor- 
ner of the Ciry, and very remote from the 
Place where 1 liv'd before, being reſoly'd 
alſo nor ro frequent the Court, nor any Pub. 
lick Places as I have done formerly , bur to 
rake other Meaſures for Intelligence. 

Whar I deſire of thee is, to repreſent my 
Caſe favourably ro the Divan, That they 
may approve of my Conduct. Do allo 
whatever elſe thou judgeſt the Parr of a 
Country-man and a Friend. 

As for the Event, I patiently wait the Ap- 
pointments of Deſtiny, For 'tis in vain tobe 
roo Sollicirous. 

Adieu, High-born Kerker, and forget not 
Mahmut in his Diſtreſs. For, that 1s the 
Time, wherein true Friendſhip is tried, 


Paris, 17th. of the 5th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 


| 
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n | LETTER VII. 
A- To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 


ac | Vienna. 

Of- 

he E not diſhearren'd at the Troubles which 
'd thou encounrtereſt in this World of Lor- 


b- © teries. Bur, remember the Adage of thy 
to I Rabbis, That EVIL which 1s Old as Night, 
r5er the Off-ſpring of every Morning. "The 
ny | Ages are mealur'd exactly, and our Hours 
ey I} are cheker'd with Equal Mixtures of Hap- 
lo © pineſs and Misforrune. Weare not born to 
' a Four own Deſires. And as not a Man of us 
can remember how he was form'd in the 
\p- [| Womb, ſo have we no Reaſon to repine ar 
be Fl what happens to us fince we came our of ir, 
Whatever Power, Wildom and Goodneſs 
zot I took Care of us then, and afterwards infpir'd 
he FWour Mothers and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, 
and a Thouſand Degrees of Patience beyond 
what is Recorded of Fob, the ſame will pro- 

vide for us ro Ereraity. 
The Deſire of Knowledge kill'd Adam, and 
the ſame Lu{t, propagated with his Seed, de- 
{troys all his Poſterity. We can never be fa- 
tish'd in our Confinement to this World, and 
R therefore we flounce and flutter on all Sides, 
like Fiſh or Birds in a Net, to find a Way 
out; Whilſt we do bur entangle gur —_ 
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the faſter, render our Reſtraint more uneaſy, 
and delay the Poffibiliry of our Releaſe, 
Whereas Patience would ſoon fer us free,and 
rank us among the Immortals. One thinks 
ro Eſcape by high-drinking ; another by Fe. 
vers of Love or Glory; and a Third conceits, 
| he ſhall by his Gold, be able to bribe the 
Patch, who Guard the laſt Paſſes of this 
Life, and perſwade 'em to ler him Scamper 
ſafe ro Paraziſe. Alas! Alas ! Allthis isbut 
the Sophiſtry of our Paſſions. Tis in vain to 
think of haſt'ning or rerarding our Fate, 
Our Time is ſer, though we know not the 
Period. Refignarion is our beſt Leflon, and 
Prudence the nexr. 

Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, ra- 
ther than a Lerrer. Bur, I adviſe thee ro read 
ir with the Eyes of a Stoich ; Thar is, whe 
ther it pleaſes rhee or nor, regard it nor far- 
ther than ir agrees with Reaſon. I would 
fain ask of the Man who expects to have his 
Iii! accompliſhd in this Life, whether he 
can prevail upon the Sun ro rile any Mor- 
ning within rhe Artich Circle, or the Mozn 
rodeſcend, ſome Night, and ſweep rhe ſnow 
off from the rop of Mount Athos. So Inex 
orable is our Deſtiny, {o unalterable rhe Dr- 
crees Of Fate. 

Be nor troubled therefore ar any Thing; 
bur remember thar thou act a Part of the U- 
niverſe, and that nothing can beride thee, 
which is nor for the Good of the pole. 

WhatlI have faid is, to arm thee againtt all 
the Contingencies which may affaulr chee un- 
awares, 
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awares, ruſhing upon thee on a {udden from 
behind the Veil, which covers all the Defigns 
of Providence and Nature, Deſtir.y and Chance. 

I my ſelf have larely experienc'd, thar it is 
good to be thus prepar'd for furure Events, 
having narrowly eſcap'd Death by a little 
Timely fore-caſt. 

It is not Neceflary for thee at this Time, 
to know all rhe Circunſtances of my Danger, 
Suffice ir to ſay, That I was ailafſinared in the 
Dark, Kil'd him rhar deſign'd ro be my 
Murderer, and am now forc'd ro remove my 
Habit ation. 

E/i1chim thy Brother in I/- ae! will be at 
Vienng within Fourteen Days. He will give 
thee farther Account of all Things which 
it behoves thee to know: with freſh Inſtru- 
Ctions concerning my New Lodgings, and the 

lerhod we muic obſerve for the Future in 
onveying Letters. We cannor be roo cau- 
ious.in the Grard Signtor's Buſinels. 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine, the 

ere only ſent to ſerve him, on whole Life 
omany Millions of Lives depend, 


Paris, 13th. of the 5th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER IX. 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, «4 Merchant at 
Venice. 


| Am oblig'd ro ſend Circular Lerrers at this 

Time, to all the Slaves of the Grand Siy- 
nior, Who have Buſineſs with me art Parzs; to 
inform them, that upon a very Important 
Emergency, I am forc'd to change my Lody- 
ings. I have already ſent away Diſpatchesto 
Conſtantinople and Vienna on this Account to 


. prevent the Errors they might comit in 


addrefling their Letters. For the ſame Rex 
fon, I now write to thee. Thou needeſt not 
enquire afrer the Occaſion of this Condudt; 
nor wonder at any Thing that happens to us 
extraordinary in thoſe hazardous Poſts. We 
muſt expect ro encounter with Rubs and 
Obſtacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. Ii 
rheſe difficulties have bur their proper effect, 
which is ro wher our Inventions, encrealſe our 
Diligence, and confirm us in our Zeal, all 
(hall go well. 

The Soul of Man neverdiſplays her Facul- 
ties and PerfeCtions with greater Luſtre, 
than when the is environ'd with Perils. Theſe 
are che Tryals of Fortitude, Prudence, Juſtice 
and a!l the Vertues. He thar finks under 
oy -Or7anes. and Croſs Events, has eirher no 

Courage 
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Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and ler thy 
Heart bear a continual Alarm. Be not dil- 
may'd at any Thirfp, nor let Self-Love be- 
reave thee of thy Honour : Bur go'on in thy 
Dury, and truſt rhy Soul to God. 

Thou liveſt in ,a Ciry where Vertue and 
Vice are in Emulation, ſtill ftriving ro ſur- 
pl each other: There are not more wicked 

cople in the World than Venice affords, 
nor yet more Pious and Good: Follow thou 
the beſt Patterns, and be happy. Bur do 
nothing by bare Imitation : For thar's the 
righr Way ro become a Hypocrite. Ler all 
thy Actions proceed from Viral Principles 
of Reaſon and Generofiry in thy ſelf. And 
when thou: ſeeſt rare Examples, let 'em ſerve 
only ro awaken and rowze thy Innate 
Vertue. 

Send me no Letters till thou - haſt re- 
ceiv'd freſh Orders from the Pore. They 
will furniſh thee with all Neceflary Inftru- 
Ctions. After that, let me hear from thee 
as ofren as thou wilt, Thy Diſpatches 
will be always welcome. Ler them con- 
tain Matrer of Intelligence chiefly, and thax 
of the freſheſt Dare, . Penerrare into the 
Counſels of the Republick where thou re- 
deft, Infinuate thy felf with rhe Sena- 
tors and Grandees, Dive Intro their Hearts, 
and unlock rheir Secrets. Communicate 
Nothing but the Truch co the Miniſters 
of the Port or to me. If thou canit Dif- 
Cover their Inclinations to a Peace, or rheir 

"I Ablo- . 
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Abſolute Needof it, thou wilt do an Accept, 
ble Service to the Grand S:ipnior, and to the 
whole Empire of the $azzHful : For then we 
can bring 'em to our own Terms. 

Zeidz, to God I recommend thee, deſiring 
him to preſerve thee from Mine, amen : F 
Cards, which are the Three Capital Tempy 
tions of Venzce, 


Paris, 1K. of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LET TER KX. 
To Murat Beſla. * 


mp | 
| Cannor eafily divine the Reaſons why I 
am ſo much negle&ted by rhe Miniſters 
of the Port. Above Four Years have paſs'd 
away, wherein many Notable Events have 
happened ; yer no-body thought it worth his 
7 ro inform Mahmur of any Thing. 
$o that all the Notices I could gain of Re- 
more Tranſactions, are owing either to the 
Publick News of Europe, or at beſt ro ſome 
particular Letters of Merchants reſiding in this 
City, with whom I conferve an Intimacy, 
for the ſake of Intelligence, and for other 

Cauſes. | 

Thus I ſhould have been in Ignorance to 
this Day, what Ifſue the Baſſa of Aleppo's 
Rebellion had; were ir not for an Acciden- 
tal Interview I lately had of ſome French 
Þ Travellers, ' who came from Conſtantinople, 
W Theſe inform'd me of the ſudden Fare of 
that Baſſa, when he was art the Height of all 
bis Grandeur, within a few Days March of 
the Imperial City, at the Head of a Potent 

Army, and juſt upon the Point of Accom- - 
modation with the 'Grand Signzor. They 
much exrol his Bravery and Reſolution : 
For the French are Naturally Lovers of fuch 
4 dare boldly oppoſe their Soyereign, T hey 
<5, | 'L'3 equally 
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equally condemn the fly Perfidiouſnels of 
Mortaza Baſſa, ro whoſe ſafe Conduct the 
Generous Rebel rrufted his Life, and by that 
Eaſineſs loſt ir. Yer they applaud Morta- 
za's Loyalty, Courage and Wiſdom, with 
the Eminent Services he afterwards did the 
Empire , in leading the Army againſt Rs 
gotrsks, Prince of Tranſylvania; which ar lerigrh 
lifted him ro the Government of Babylen. 

Al theſe Things had been hid from me, 
were nor the Nazarenes my Intelligences 
Nor ſhonld F have known tow rhe Rebellion 
was carried on afrer his Death by his Re 
vengeful Nephew, by the Son of Chelfaien 
Biaſſa, by a Bey of Egypt, and other Mak- 
conrents. Yer ſuch Paflages are fir for a Main 
in my Poſt to be acquainred with, that he 
may have a clear Idea of his Maſter's Cir 
cumftances, and ſo apply himſelf more &- 
tectually to ſerve him. © | Ek 

It had nor been amiſs, if I had receiy' 
rimely Intelligence of the Death of Prince 
Ragorsks, in Regard there was always a pri 
vare Correſpondence berween him and this 
Court, Which ceafing by his Death, it had 
been worth my Pains to obſerve, whether 
i. would be continued by his Succeſſor, of 
whar other Meaſures they would take. 

'Tis rrue I was acquainted with this, but Y 
not by the Miniſters of the Port. 1 heard 
alſo of all rhe following Commorions in E 
Tranhlvania, occafion'd by the different Fa 
Ctions of Michael! Apafi and Kemins Fanch 
the Two Rival Princes, 1 was nor forry for & © 
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this News, knowing that the Diviſions of the 
—_ ſtrengthen the Unity and Force 
of the Muſſulman Empire. 1 was likewiſe 
inform'd of the Fate of Mortaza, Buſſa of 
Babylon, who fell a Victim ro the Grand 
Vizier's Jealouſy ; with many cther Paſſages. 
Bur neither from the Port, nor from any 0- 
ther Hands could I learn the leaft Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Pragreſs our 
Arms have "made in Candia, Dalmatia, and 
the other Dominions of the Republick. Which 
makes me conclude, that either the Grand 
Signor's Reſidence at Adrianeple, abared bis 
Inclinations tro Martial Afﬀairs, which is allo 
the Common Opinion of the Chxiſtzans here 
in the eſt; or, that the War in Hunpary 
for a while ſuperſeded all other: Deſigns. 
However it be, *ris certain the Succeſſes of 
the Ottoman Arms in raking Newhauſel, 


Leventz, Novigrod, and other Places of 


Strengrh, with the rerrible Incurſions of the 
Tartars through Moravia and Auſtria, put 
the whole German Empire into a great Con- 
ſternation. Embaſſadors are ſent from rhe 
Imperial Court to all the Chriſtian Princes, 
imploring their Aſſiſtance in this General 

Danger of Europe. | 
Here is one arriv'd at this Coprt, whom 
they call Count Szrozzi, a Perſon of good 
Addreſs, and Maſter of much Eloquence; 
He has prevail'd on the French King tomain- 
tain at his own Charges Six Thoutand Horſe 
and Foot, ro ſerve againſt rhe Victorious 
Ofmans, A great many Perſons of Duality, 
L 3 have 
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have liſted themſelves as Voluntiers ; and the 
meaner Sort talk of nothing bur marching to 
Conſtintinople, and driving the Turks back to 
Scythia, from whence they firſt came. 

Courreous Baſſa, thou wilt laugh at the 
Vaniry of theſe Infidels, who conſider not 
that by the Grace of God, and Mzrracles of 
his Prophet, our Empercur is the King of all 
the Kings on the Earth, the Mighrieſt of the 
Mighty ones ; the Phunix of Honour, Power, 
and Unparallell'd Majeſty ; Brother and Com- 
' panionof. the Sun, Moon and-Srtars ; a Prince 

of a Myſterious and Sublime Lineage, in 
whom are center'd al! Glory and Excellency ; 
the Shadow of God on Earth! - 

The Breath. of Fame goes before the Var- 
Couriers of his Armies, purifying all Places, 
and filling them with Venerarion and Ter. 
ror. The Duſt thar is raisd by his Heroick 
Cavalry, pafling through the Air, cauſes 
Trembling and Aftonifhment in the Hearts 
of the Chriſtians. The Infidels fall before the 
Faral Cymetars of True Believers. 

May the Anpel-of the Houſe of Iſmael con- 
tinue to proſper the Holy Off-/pring, to extend 
their Conqueſts, and propagate the Faith un- 
blemiſh'd ; that the Names of Alla and Ms 
Lomet may be heard in all C/imates, and from 
the utmo!t Borders of the Earth. 


Paris, 5th. of the Eth. Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 
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LETTER AI. 


To [{ouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant 
at Aſtracan. ; 


Have ofren- wonder'd , why among the. 
Reſt of the Nations in Chriſtendom, 
thou would'ſt not beſtow the leaſt 'Tran- 
fenr Viſit on Spain! But upon more 
mature Conſideration , I find thou art a 
Man of Judgment in Travelling. That 
Country lies under a very ill Character , 
for the Penury of all Things neceflary to. 
ſuſtain the Lives. of the Natives ;. and by 
Conſequence, 'tis not to be thought ,. they, 
can ſpare much for Strangers.. A. very In- 
hoſpitable Region , abounding- in Beggars; 
Thieves and Drones : Full. of Wine and 
Gold , yet barren of Corn., and Rich 
People. 
- Thou wilt -not think this a Paradox » 
when thou ſhalt confider , That the Spa. 
mards have all their. Corn from France , 
Germany , or Sicily : And that for this 
and other Reaſons, Spain is bur. like a Sieve 
through which the Immenſe Treaſures of 
Peru and Mexico, are drain'd into. other 
Countries. | 
You may Trayel ſome Days together in 
Spain, without, ſeeing any Thing fave the 
| L 4 dry 


' of omen. 
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dry Face of a Deſart. And if you chance 
ro meet with a Houſe, wherein you. ma 
ſhelrer your ſelf, and your Horſe, expe 
no better than a RamezamEntertainment, 
For you muſt faſt all Day, and: think 
your ſelf much reſpected, if you can get 
a few Onions, or other Roots and Herbs, 
with a Morſel of Bread and Flefh art Night. 
to keep you from being ſenſible, Thar yau 
are aCtually ſtarving. 

Then the Inhabitants are the Proudeſ} 
Peopſe on Earth. You ſhall meer with 
none but Kings, Princes, Viceroys, or at 
leaſt Men that conceit themfelyes ſuch, 
They are alſo Mercileſs in rheir Revenge ; 
Cruel, Obdurate, Coverous, Moroſe and In- 
exorable. In a Word, Spain is the Feſuitr 
Paradiſe ;' the Fews Pufgatory ; and the Hell 


, 
l 


. T therefore commend rhy Fortune, or thy 
Prudence rather which would nor-ſaffer thee 
ro fall into the Hands of rhoſe Barbariaw, 
nor think it worth thy Pains ro breath an 
Air infected with ſo many Vices, Thou 
haft paſs'd through many more inviting Pro- 
vinces, and art at laſt happily ſeared ro thy 
Mind. Improve thy Opportunities in doing 
ood. | 
. I ſert a Letter ro our Confin $ 

man, adviſing him tro give thee a Vt 
fir. If he comes, receive him kindly, 
and perform the Part of a Kinſman; 
ptr all: Expences to-my Account, atid re 
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—_— that 'no Man is born- for him- 


Paris,” the 6th. of the 7th Moon, * 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER XIE. 
-'To Afis Baſſa. 


LL Europe-is alarm'd with the Migh 
A "cello po which our Invincible | 4d 
reign is making to. invade the German Em- 
pire,  Grear is their Conſternation - and Fear, 
and Couriers are every where running upand 
down from one 'Kingdom and Court to ano- 
ther, ro remonſtrare the Common Danger, 
and beg Afiſtance, Every Body appears 
Zealous in a Cauſe which concerns all Chri- 
ftendom, - and the French Kzng has lent the 
m__—_ Eighr Thouſand Men, | 

"Ditke - of :Beaufort'is alſo - gone-with a 
ua of Ships to encounter the'Corſairs 
of Avgiers, and - other '-Domnions of - Bare 


ry. + 1 
The -Pope chas fent-ro the E 's A 
fiftance' Sz Thouſand:iFoor, and 'T'woThau- 
ſand Horſe. {And rhe-Reſt-of the Emperau#s 
Albes are raiſing 'Levies for him as —_— 
cn: {Ir-being current News, -that the:Grant 
L 5 Signior 


ATT EE: SAS —————— A} 4 


226 | Letters Writ by Vol:VI 
Signior in Perſon, is at the Head of Two 
Hundred Thouſand Men, entring Hungaryaf « 
a Conqueror : That he has taken above Forty 
Towns, ruin'd all the:Country wherehe paſs(}} ; 
through, and thar in a little rime he will bY ; 
t 
F; 


ar the Walls of Vienna. 
In the mean time, this Court appears In 
ſenſible of the General Danger which rhrear. 
ens Chriſtendom. They are altogether taken 
up in Baltets, Plays, and Feaſting, minding 
their own Intereſt more rhan that of ther 
Neighbours, and revelling as if rhe King. 
France were ſole Monarch of the World. 
Here is arrived a Legate from Rome, to 
compoſe the Differences between the. Poe 
and this Crown. His Name is Cardinal Chi, 
-He is receiv'd with unparallelFd Magnificenc, 
as if he were. an: Angel from Heaven : Fat 
the French King loves to ſhew his Grandeu 
on ſuch: Occafions. Beſides, all the Nution 


[ 


which are in the Communion of the Latin 


Church, have an unreſerv'd Veneration for 
the Roman Muf::, whom they eſteem the 
Succeſſor of Peter the * Prince of the Apr 


files. - | 


This: young Monarch has a large . Sml 
The whole World ſeems too little to farish 
his Ambition. He lays: the. Foundation 
Defigns, greater than thoſe of Alexander, - the 
Conqueror of Aſia. He heaps up Money at 
a prodigious Rate, raiſes vaſt Armies, builds 
Magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, 
Ports many Princes of Germany; and ina 

'ord, commands more of them; than a 
| l 
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'wolf the Emperour himſelf, who is their Lawful 
yu Sovereign. 
ortyfl Yer after all: I cannot ive that he loſes- 
6d} any Degree of that Reſpect which he owes, 
l be and which his Predeceſſors have always paid 
tothe Grand Signior, who is the undeniable 
$ Ir-l Arbiter of the whole World. 
| ' God grant our Sovereign long Life, perpe-- 
tual Victories, and a good Stomach to his 
Meat, which the Kzng of France wants, to 
the Accompliſhment of his happineſs : For at. 
preſent he fteeds-like a Sparrow. 


Paris, the 19th..of the 8th, Moon. 
of the Tear 1664. 
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- LE TTER X10. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the 'Ottormtan "Em 
Pire. 


ms ca ai. 
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Hou wilt perceive 'the 'vaſt Reſpect I 
** have for thee, "by *my frequent -Dt- 
ſpatches. Thy Commands are to me as the 
Laws and Sanfivns of the \Ortomun -Empite, 
which I will never violate. T: am no Flat- 
* terer; Witneſs my. Letrers to ſome of the 
Grandees ; wherein I have nor ſpar'd to re- 
prove their Vices, Errors, and Male-Admt 
niltrarion, If a Baſſa has been unjuſt, ſed 
ous, or engag'd in Rebellious Practices: li 
he has. provd an Extortioner, a Drunkard, 
or a Tyrant; he has nor efcap'd withour a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in cor- 
recting, adviſing, and giving Counſel to the 
Greateſt Minifters in the Empire, And this 
was a Province appointed me by the Flower 
of Sublime Glory, the Phoenix of Honour, Solt 
Favourite and Truſtee of the Grand Sip 
ior, the Vizir  Azem, in whoſe Cuſtody. 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, Mat 
fick Decrees, and Rozal Edicts : Who bei 
the Primum Mobile . of the Refulgent Mu 
fulman State, gave Life, Activity, and Ov 
der, ro all the Inferior Orbs, Springs, and In 
firwnents of Goyernment, 
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I receiv'd this Command ;many Years a- 
g0; and the thar:pave.it me, is, gone+to the 
World of Spirits, Yer the Injunction re- 
mains \in Force, -being ftampd with ithe 
Myſterious Signet, the .Charuter of | Su- 
greme and :Immutable Authority, In Obe- 


Jdience to which, 1 have never -warp'd or 


flinch'd from the -dary -enjoyn'd me. And 
to demonſtrate, that I-did nordo-this m a 
rain Oftenrarion of the Power | which was 
given-me.;- I-have 'nor fail'd all-along to pay 
1a Man of Merit, 'the Attach 'and-/Venerarti- 
on which was his due. 

'Tis with inexpreflible Pleaſure, I-rhrow 
my felf -at the Feer of a Wiſe and Verru- 
ous Man ; with -extream/complacency I kiſs 
the Duſt whereon he treads, and untold all 
my Faculties, in :exprefiing my Eſteem, 1 
am full of Platonick Love, and build Altars 
mn my Breaſt, to.a Soul deſerving the Inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amorous /Pafſions ; the In- 
cenſe of Gratitude, and a pure: Aﬀection, 
an Holocauſt of Integriry and Loyal -Friend- 


ſhip. | 

'T proteſt, by:the'/hopes 1 have of firting on 
the Banks of "the Rivers in &den, na of 
'being regal'd in the ' delectable 'Chrg/es (of 
Paradiſe, that :I'\honour thy: Learning and 
other Sage 'Perfections ; that unblemiſh'd 
Life, thoſe :exceitent -Morals, and the unpa- 
rallell'd Sweetneſs of Modeſty, which Crowns 
allthy-Actions. [Bur Iwill 'fay no more ro 
4 'Man :who'cannor hear his own Praiſes. 
The beſt Method of exprefling my Regard, 

wW 
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will be to anſwer thy Expectations, in pre- 


fenting thee with the true PourtraiCture of 


theſe W-ſtern Nations and People, which thou 
ſo paſſionarely covereſt. | 

| muſt defire thee ro excuſe the Confuſion 
and want of Order in my Letters ;;- fince ] 
ſend thee a Medly of Remarks, as they come 
ro my Knowledge and Memory. 

Ir is not long ago fince I wrote to Iſo 
Eb'n Achmed, a Kinſman of mine, a Mer. 
. chant at Aſtracan; and among other Things, 
E rook Notice of his neglecting to ſee Spajy 
in his Travels; for he has beerr in moſt of 
the Kingdoms of Europe, and: over all Af, 
and Africk; . Inthar Lerrer T deſcrib'd Spaiy 
in its worſt Colours, Now I will hew itto 
thee in another Figure, without ſwerving 
from the Truth : For every Country: has its 
Perfections and Excellencies, as well as its 
Defects and Blemiſhes. 

If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nx 
rure has made Amends for that Fault, in 
the Puriry of the Air, and the Plenty of 
Fraits: The Sands of her Rivers are the 
moſt perfect Gold. Her Villages, rho' few, 
are greater, and more Populous than ſome 
Cities, wirnels Madrid. Her Mountains arte 
of Iron, Marble, and Faſper. 'Her Vallie 
underlaid with Lead, Braſs, and Silver. 
Spain of old was ' the Tharſis of Solomon, 
the'Ophir of the Phenicians, and; the Pen 
of Rome. ; 

In thoſe Days the * Inhabitants of Spain 
were Famous for. their Fortitude, and = 

| cible 
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cible Conſtancy. Tis recorded, that the In. 


I habirants of Sagunto in the Province 'of Va- 


lentia; when they were belieg'd by Hannibal, 
and fore preſs'd by the Carthaginians, choſe 
to burn f yan x4 with their. Wives, Chil- 
dren and all their Wealth, rather.than yield 
to their Enemies. - | 

Their Fidelityalſo was ſo remarkable, that 
ſome. of the Roman Emperours had always 
a Guard of Spaniards near their Perſons ; as 
the French King, the Pope, and other Princes 
do now confide in the truſty Swiſſes. 

But tho' there remain- {till ſome ſcatter'd 
Remnants of rhe Ancient: Verrue among 
them, eſpecially in Biſcay and Caſtile, yer the 
greateſt Parr of rhe Spaniards are degene- 
rared, They make no Figure now. in the 
World, bur only for their Gold, and the 
Vaſtneſs of their Dominions. For they poſ- 
els the beſt half of America, are Lords of 
Two Mighty Empires, and nor without large 
Territories in the other Three Quarters of the- 
World, Yer the roo great Extent of their 
Power has weaken'dirts Vigor ; the Afluence 
of their Wealth, has really impoveriſh'd 
them ; and by ftraining their Honour roo 
tigh, they have crack'd ir, being now of lir- 
tle or no Eeem in Europe. Their Glory 
fades, art _ the riſing Grandeur of France , 
which makes radiant and {wift Advances 
towards irs Zenith, This young Monarch is 
{re become the. Arbiter of all Chri- 

endo | 


Accoms 
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Accompliſh'd Mimfter, there 'is nothing 
- in Nature ftedfaft :' The World is bur an. 
Obes wt A. WR —_ 
an anges without Begmning or 
Only God 'remains' Immurable, 'n bis own £7 
Effence, which is'the Center of every thing, 
May thou and I meet there, and 11 he 
ſhall be eternally happy.  Adieu, 


Paris, 12th. of the gth, [Moon, 
of the Near 1664, | 
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LETTER XIV. 


To Muſu Abw'l Yahyan, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy at Fez. 


Y the Faith and Obedience I owe to. Mo* 
hammed our Holy Lawgiver ; by the 41- 
coran, and all that is eſteem'd Sacred among 
the M:ſſulmans, I ſwear, thy long Silence 
made me conclude my Firſt Letrer was un- 
welcome to thee. Burnow I'm convinc'd to 
the contrary. Thy generous Anfwer has re» 


mov'd my Apprehenfions, and fill'd me The \ 


Complacency. Henceferth I ſhall reſt 
lurd and confident. of we Brewer ag pro- 
miſng ny {elf vaſt Improvements from fo 
learned a Converſation, tho' only by Letters 
at many hundred Leagues Diſtance, 

As to what thou requireſt of me, concer- 
ning the various Languages of Europe, I will 
inform "thee the beſt I can, - according to rhe 
Obſervations I have made, and rhe Intelli- 
pence I have receiv d from Men of Letters, 
and from Books, which are the Pictures of 
learned Souls, Mirrors wherein they may 
behold their own Perfections, whiltt they 
are on Earth, and afrer their Departure to 
the Inviſibles, other Men may fee the Inte- 
riour Beauties of rheir Mind repreſented to 
the Life. For Hords are the perfect Scaulp- 
ture of the Jntellet, or at leait irs Mezzo» 


T: nro. 


4 
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Tinto. They are the expreſs PortraiCture of 
Divine and Humane Reafon. . 'T hus the 4/- 
coran is call'd by ſome of our Holy Doctors, ſh, 
The True Image of Original and Increated fl 
Wiſdom. 

Now of all the Words and Languages on 
Earth, thou know*ſt the Preheminence has | 
been for ever given to thoſe of the Eaſt, and 
among them ro the 4rabian, both in Re-lÞ 
yard of irs Purity, and of its Antiquity, 
from whence ir is Sryl'd the Virgin- Mother 
of Languages, the Diale# of the Bleſſed 
above. 

Thou know'ſt, that for this Reaſon it is, 
the True Faithful cover no Species of Leam- 
ing more ardently than to be perfectly skilld 
in ſo Divine a Speech, wherein the Volzme of 
Celeſtial Majeſty was .pennd' in' Heaven: be- 
fore the Throne of God, and ſent down on 
Farth by. the Hand of Gabriel, Prince of the 
Meſſengers who fly on the Errands of- the 
Omnipotent. Tt was ſent I ſay, tothe Prophe;, 
who could neither write nor read, that the 
World mighr be convinc'd of its Divine Ott 
ginal. Yer the Incredulous will not believe: 
Fho' it is manifeſt ro any Man of Impartial FF” » 
Senſe, Thar a Perſon altogether ignorant x. 
of Letters, could not poliibly compoſe YT, 
Book , the moſt Elegant that ever wig. 

nn'd in the World, and' wherein not the 
leaſt. Blemiſh or Conrradi&tion can be found 
from the Chapter of the Preface, to the la for 
Perſicle, which winds up-the whole Volume; 
Qh ! obdurare Hearts of Infidels ; Oh ! - pix 

J 
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e of Fully Blind, that ſhur their Eyes againſt the 
Al Splendors of Eternal Light : Oh ! refolvedly 
ors, Feaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt rhe Voice 
ed Bf God and his Propher, neither will they liſten 
o the ſofr Whiſpers which are wafred from 
> ON Bparadiſe. T. 
bas Y Such are the Nazarenes, who' for the Sake 
and Bf the Greek, and Roman Tongues, of which 
Re &y are paſſionately enamour'd , educate: 
ry, Kheir Children in a fair Way ro believe all 
ther ſte Monſtrous Fictions of the Ancient Poets, 
ed B': ar teaft all the Lying Tales and Legends 
; , of their own Prieſts, which are Ten Times 
© 5, Fnore Fabulous than the Former, and more 
confiftent with Reaſon. . And this they 
do rather than be at the Pains of learning 
abick, which. would inſtruct them in 
ruths as Clear and Serene as the Oriens 


un. 
E ſhall ſay little of thefe Two ancient 
Languages of Greece and _ in Regard 
; Wthey being now grown Obſolete, and- only 
to be learn'd in Schools, thou, no doubr, 
at vers'd in them ad Unguem, as the Latins 
phraſe ir. 

Thar which ſeems propereſt for me to in- 
form thee of, is, That the Roman or Latin 
Tongue appears like an old Antiquated Mo- 
ther thruſt pur of Doors by her Four un- 

fo ateful Daughters, Italian, French, Spaniſh, 
7 and Portugueze. Theſe are her Natural Off- 
lf prin, begor during the Roman Conqueſts 
wil.” "he 2ſt, and degenerating after that Em- 
pre was in. its Decline, So that now they 
are 


« ſtards, In Spaniſh there is a great Mixture 


. of Words, left by the Vanda!s, Huns and 


 Partrof Europe, are the Teutonich , Sclavonch, 


| Nations. The laſt is confin'd to the Wl, 


the Inhabicants are ſaid roſpeak Pure Arabic 
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are taken for no better than Morgrels or Ba- 


of Gothiſh and Moreſco Words ; rhe French 
retain many of their old Ga:laſb Idioms, 
The Italian is corrupted with a Hotch-poth 


Longobards. Yet that Fault is recompenc'd by 
Abundance of Greek Ertymologies. As forſ 
the Portupueze, 'tis but-a Dialect of Spaniſh, 
and lies under the fame Impertections. 

The only pure Maternal Languages now 
current among the common People in any 


and Britz/h : The Firſt is ſpoken: in'Germay 
to Perfection, but  corrnply in Suedelau, 
Denmark and the United Provinces. The 

nd is common to the Hwngarians, Mak 
davians, Poles, Raſhians, and many other | 


a People inhabiting a Corner of Great Britain, 
driven thither by the Victorious Saxons their 
Conquerors, above a Thouſand Years ago. 
As for the Reft, they are only mix'd Dialect 
and ſo not worth raking Notice - of ; except 
ing one Mountainous Part of Spain, where 


at this Day. They are ſuppos'd ro be a Rem- 
nant of the Moors. . . | 

The Criticks here in the 7/2, uſe to give 
thele following Rules in Reference to Lan p, 
guages. If you would addreſs to Goa, ſpeak 
in Greek or Latin, becauſe of their Anvqui 
ty, Purizy, and Majeſtick  Loftineſs, If 0 
K3ngs, ſpeak in Spaniſb, in; Regard = 


2 Y 
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low Pronunciation and Gravity : If to Mer, 
ſe Italian, ro Women, French; to Dogs, 
4 : Bur if you would affright an Enemy, 
orthe Devi/ himlelf, ſpeak High-Dutch. 
They relate a Story of a Germam Embal- 
ador ar the French Courr, who deliver'd his 
Meſlage in Teutonick ; which when a certain 
Grandee heard, and rook Notice of its harſh 
nd ſtrong Emphaſis, he ſwore 'rwas his Opi- 
jon, That this was the Language wherein 
xd cursd Adin, Eve., and rhe Serpent. 
The German turning to him, anfwer'd brisk- 
ly, 'Tis poſſible, Monſieur, it may be fo ; but 
then I hope you'll grant, that French was the 
Occaſion of this Curſe, when the Devil choſe 
0 tempt Eve in that Language for its Effe- 
minacy, wheedlins her 2 la mode de Paris, to 
et the forbidden Fruit. | 
Renowned Myſ#, do me the Honour of fre- 
quent Letters: Inftruct me'in Things where- 
f I'm ignorant: Make me” familiar with 
the Remarkables of rhe Country where thou 
refideſt : Tranſporr Fez, with rhe other Parts 
of Africkh which are known ro thee ; tran- 
port thera 1 fay fucceffively ro Pars every 
Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I will fend 
thee all Chriftendom by way of Exchange : 
For thus ir becomes the *Loyers of Wiſdoen, 
to barter for Knowledge, 


Paris, roth. of the 1 1th, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER XV. 6 

E 


To Oſman Adrooneth, AſtrologeyC 
to the Sultan at Adrianople. 


Ys 

| lb 

"J Hofe of thy Profeſſion here in the 71. W 
are wholly raken up in contemplaringl in 


a certain Comet which appears in the Fir Fi 
ment, *'Tis of that Sort which they alff m 
[ Bearded. ] And ſome will have ir to reſenfff th 
ble a Lyon, others ſay tis like a Dragon, a Cllf Cl 
codile, a Bear, and I know not what. Ther or 
is hardly a Species of Four-footed Beaſts, wlll ; 
which the Giddy Rabble do not reſemble iM th 
And ſome aſſert it to be the perfect Figured w! 
a Sword, 0 

The Mathematicians are ſtraining all thei S: 
Skill, ro take rhe rrue Dimenſions of this C 


leftial Apparition. The Painters are drawing Sc 
it to the Life; the Poers are making Song M 
and Ballads of ir. And the more LearnelYf on 
Sages are framing Aſtronomical Schemes, lik is 
ſo many Gins or Traps to catch this Metenfh thi 


3n. They watch allyrs Motions, and dogilf T' 


from one Heavenly Houſe ro another ; thefÞl for 
track it through the moſt intricate Paths olfl Ar 
the Sky. 
If ir ſtands ſtill, or makes a Tranfient AY (or 
dreſs to any Planer, Eminent Star, or Cf Int 
al 


ftellation, we are provary alarm'd with ut 
News of it, and bid to be upon our Guat 
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as if there were ſome Miſchief a-plotting a 
gainſt us Above. The World is harangu'd 
with Fatal Predictions of ' Wars, Famine, 
Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the ſure 


# Conſequencesof this mpporg Prod 


Tell me, thou who art verſant in the 
Science of the Stars, and the Myſterious Phs. 
oſopty of Nature, what theſe Comets are ? 

ther they be only Exhalations drawn up 


A into the Higher Region of. the Air, by the 


Force of the Sun z Or, whether . they be 
more ſolid and durable Subſtances > Whether - 
they be of a Poſthumous Origin like rhe 
Clonds, Hail, Rain, Snow, .and other Mete- - 
ors, the daily Products of Nature, the Up. 


Fl ſtarr Off-ſpring of the Elements ? Or, whe- 


ther they are in the Rank of thoſe Beings, 
whoſe Antiquity is untraceable, which are as 
Old as the World ; ſuch as the Sun, Moon, 
Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread 2 
For my part, I believe-'tis no Hereſy in 
rats Mme "tis in Rel:g7on,to ſtart New 


ol Maxims, For ought we know, both in the 
FF one and. the orher, what we call Innoyation, ' 
W is bur a Reviving thoſe Principles, which 


through Deſuerude, - or the Corruption of 
Times are grown Obſolete, our of Date and 
forgotten, rho' really the moſt Primitive and 


T Ancient Truths in the World. 


Thus I cannor forbear - thinking there are 
ſome orher Globes ſcatrer'd up and down-the 
Intinire Expanſe, beſide thoſe whoſe Continu- 


Y al Brightneſs expoſes rhem to our Eyes, 


The Moon, 'ris known, with Venus and 0- 
: ther 
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rher Planets, receive their Light Gradually 
from the Sun, by Hemiſpheres: So that 'rs; 
certain each of rhefſe Orbicular Bodies is al. 
ways Dark by Half. And where isthe Se. 
ciſm, if we ſappoſe there are other Opake 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no 
Light at all, and by rheir Nature and Qua. 
lines,are Incapable of receiving any bur from 
within themſelves? So we may ſuppoſe theſe 
Comets to' be fach folid Globes, a Reſplen- 
dent by an Eruprion of their Central Fires. 
God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſe, 
And thou arr better able to decide thefe Que 
frions than I. Therefore referring it —_ 
Sage Judgment, I pray kim who made the 
Stars, and orders their Dominion on Earth, 
to bleſs rhee with Favourable Influences, 
Thar thy Soul may be always like a Land 
flouriſhing under the Sweer Afpe&#s of Orzon 
and the Pleiades. 


Paris, 22d. of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Ex 
pire. 


T HE French have had ſo many Occa- 
ſions of Joy of late ,- thar' it is hard 
to determine, which affects them moft neat 


ly. 

The Satisfaction which the Pope” gave this 
Monarch, for the Injuries formerly done .ro 
hs Embafſador at Rome, began the Tri- 
umph of the French Courr. 1 have already 
ſent Intelligence of that Quarrel, and how 
high the Reſeritmentrs of rhe King flew, on 
the ame Day rhar he receiy*dttie' Firſt-News 
of ſo Barbarous an Afront, Now Þ ſhalt 
acquaint thee, That there enſi'd a Treaty 
berween them ar Piſa, a Ciry of Italy in the 
Dukedom of Tuſcany, after the French 
Troops had terrified them into a Srate-Pent- 
tence,by the menacing Approaches tliey-made 
toward rhe Eccleſiaſtical Territories, rhrobgh 
the Principalities of Modena and Parma: 
Theſe Two are Friends to France, and their 
Intereſt makes them 1o, in Regard that 


ECrown protects 'em from the Pope's _ 
eigh- 


hon, who is always efteem'd an I!! 

bour, by the 1ral3an' Princes, whoſe Doint- 

mons lie next __ For this R#m4n _ 
be | are 
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Late is very Potent and Rich; he would in a 
ſhort time be Lord of all Europe in Tempo 
rals as well as Spirituals, were he not curb'd 
by the King of France and his Alles, : 
- This makes all the little Sovereigns round I 
abour Royne, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch ſl . 
who was born to command Crowned Head: « 
Wonder nor at the Expreſſion : For'T tell 
thee,ſome of the greateſt Princes in Europe are iſ , 
his Penſioners. This very Quarrel with thei ( 
Pope , - has gain'd the" French' King Three Wl « 
Cardinals, more than were his Friends for-i , 
merly. I 

The Concluſion of the Treaty was, That , 
the Pope ſhould ſend a Legare de Latere into 
France, to pacify the King's Wrath ; and Y 
that the Mzlitz4 or Roman ' Guards whom 
- they call Sbirrs and Corſes, ſhould be for e& ( 
ver aboliſh'd, and a Pyramid to be erected x; 
over againſt their Guard-Houſe, with an In Wc 
{criprion.in 'Latin and French, .declaring their 
Crime and Puniſhment, 

This pur the Court of France into a very 
Tolly Humour. They fell preſently to Feaft- 
ing ahd Revelling ; and the King's next Pro 
ject was the Conqueſt of Barbary. . To this 
End he ſent - the Duke .of Beaufort with 4 
Fleer of Great Ships, ro clear the Seas 
African Corſairs, that fo an Army might be 
tafely tranſported from Toulon, © and Janded 
on the oppokte Shore. His Defign in-this 
was to reduce the Inhabitants of -thoſe; Hap- 
py Countries to the old Idolatry of their Fore 
fathers, to plant there the Nazarene Super: 

| F/ ſetion, 
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12 [ition, and make himſelf the Sole Lord and 
PII Proprietor of Africk, - . 
Nd I cannot divine what Succeſs he will have 
in this great Enterprize 5 bur ir appears as if 
nd I G:4 were angry with the Muſſulmans: Such 
" o_ Loſſes they ſuſtain by Land and 
* Sea. 
tel Ic is with no ſmall Grief I ſaw not long 
ago, the French who ſerv'd in Hungary this 
the Campagne, return ro Pars laden with the 
re Spoils of Trae Believers, I cannor behold 
fore W the very Cymetars and Enfigns which theſe 
Infidels rook from the vanquiſh'd Oſmans,hang 
hat W up in their Temples as Trophies of their Viftce 
no Fr! without inexprefible Paſſion and Regrer. 
and W'Tis ſaid here, the Grand Signior has loſt in 
10M Bf Hwyzzary above Thirty Thouſand Men: this 
r © FCampagne ; whereof Ten Thouſand were 
ted Wild in one Battle,and a Hundred and Fifty 
| In Colours raken, with Sixteen Cannons. 
nel WW Belides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with 
MW :nother Bravado, boaſting that one French 
Ver) i Ship of War fought Seven Hours with Three 
= Thirry of the Grand Signior's Gallies, 
Pro Wink Five, ſcatrer'd the reſt, and came off 
ith a complear Victory. 
Tis a vaſt Advantage the French have in 
be- Situation of their Country, in that it 1s 


vaſh'd on the South by the Mediterranean, on 


ded Wie Norch by the Main Sea: So thar 'tis ealy 
15 Wer them..,.xo curb the greateſt Part of Em- 
lap vpe on..one. Side,, and. {ufficiently moleſt the 
Fore B:vantines.on the. other. As for the ſtern 
pers Warts, this Kingdom. is their- very Center : 
— M2 Where 
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where all the Lines of War, Peace, Conr 
merce and Traffick meer and terminate, She 
_ Js to Chriſtendom, what Ep ypt and Sicily were 
- in former Apes to the Empire of O!d Rome; 
an inexhauftible Granary, Whatſoever defi. 
rable Things, Nature has ſrugally drop'd 
here and there in other Regions, are found in 
this Kingdom as in their Original Seminary, 
Corn is plentiful as Graſs, Mine is almoſt as 
cheap here, as Warer with you in fone Parts 
of Turky. The Fens and Lakes are covert 
with 7/7/d' Fowl. "The Meadows with Sheep, 
Deers, Goats and Oxen, There's nothi 
ſcarce but Hens, Eggs, and True Believers. 7 
had almoſt forgor their Remarkable Plenty 
of Sault, the bare Cuſtom of which, aug- 
menrs the King's Cofters with Four Millions 
. of Zequins every Year. 

France alſo abounds 'in Hemp, a moſt ne- 
. ceflary Vegetable, whereof ſhe nor only 
makes all her own Cordage and Sails, but 
alſo farniſhes her Neighbours ; which brings 
in a conſiderable; Revenue. There is an Int 
. nire Plenry of Fruits, and Trees for Timber, 
of Iron, -Marble, Free-ſtone, and all Thitys 
neceſſary for Building Ships or Houſes, tor 
Defetice or Offence by Eand or Sea. Neither 
are there wantitig Mines of Gold, Silver, Tin, 
Lead, Copper and other 'Merals whereof Men 
make rhe Inſtruments of War, and the En- 
rertainments of Peace. In a word, this 
Coumry is fo enrich'd with every thing; that 
ſome Hiſtorians and Philoſophers have calfd 
it the Parent of Plenty, 'others' rhe Four 
an 
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tain of Earthly Bliſs, the moſt Incomparable 
Region of this. Globe, the Epitome of the 
World, or rater a little World ir ſelf. 

Serene Scribe, rhou wilt not wonder at the 
Univerſal Succeſſes of the French Arms, wher, 
thou conſidereſt rheſe things, and thar here rhe 
Provinces are Peopl'd like Kingdoms, the Ci- 
ties appear like whole Provinces, for Mulii- 
rude of Inhabitants. To fay all in a Word, 
The common Character of France, is the 
fame which Philoſophers give ro Nature, 
That there can be no Vacuum found in it, 


Paris, 25th. of the 12th, Moon, 
of the Year 1664, 


246 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. 


LETTER XVII. 


To Abdel Melec, Muli Omar, Pre- 
{dent of the College of Sciences 
at Fez, 


Ermit me to'ruſh into thy Preſence, Ve. 

nerable Patron of Philoſophy, without 
the uſual Formalitics of Adires or Pun- 
Ailio's of Introdution. Let me be admitted 
like a Man with Coals of Fire on his Head, 
as the Cuſtom is at the Imperial Port. in' ut- 
gent Caſes : For I am newly inflam'd afreſh 
with Pythaporiſm , Platoniſm, and India- 
niſm. 

Floods,, Fires, and other Devaſtations by 
War, Fatnine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and 
ſuch like Contingencies, have either quite a- 
boliſh'd the True and Primitive Science of 
the Firſt Ages, in moſt Parts of rhe Earth; 
or at leaſt very much diminiſh'd and ob- 
{cur'd their Or:g:nal Splendor. | 

The belt Manuſcriprs are loſt, unleſs the 
Indians have prelery'd 'em. Our Fathers 
grew Torpid, Stupified,and Deſperate, under 
the Publick Calamities which overwhelm'd 
whole Ciries, Provinces, Kingdoms, and 
Empires: There was no Encouragement for 
a Scribe or a Mar- of Letters, to pur himſelf 
to a needleſs Toil in labouring to preſerve 
the Records which came from Heaven : Hi 

{tories 
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tories of * rhe World Inviſible, Celetial, Per- 
fect, and Ererial 5 Tradirions of undiſcover- 
able Antiquity; Pandets repleniſl'd with 
Bright Oriental Wiſdom, and leal'd with the 
Tetr2grammaton, which thou know it 1s 'the 
S1pnet of the Firſt and the Laſt ; cven of rhe 
Divinity which comprehends all Things, and 
is it ſelf mera of none, 

Had they - gone abour' ſuch a- Task, they 
knew'thart ſome ill Fare or orher would {wal 
low 'their Writings, and bury rhem nm Eter- 
nal Obhvion. Hence it 'is, thar art this Day 
we can hardly boaſt of the Footſteps of an- 
cient Knowledge, a tew Fragments and Re- 
tiques of - Primitive Learning, ſcatrer'd up 
and down in divers Authors,' and much 4- 
culterated- with rhe vain Opinions and Errors 
of After-Times. For (every Writer was ei- 
ther inclin'd, or forc'd,” ro flatrer the Age 
wherein he liv'd, and nor oppoſe their Te- 
ners, So that now there is ſcarce any True 
Philoſophy exrant on this fide the Ganges. 

How thoſe Brachmans only had the Hap- 
__ ro conſerve ſo Sacred a Treaſure, can 

no other way made our, than by their own 
conſtant Tradition, that the Deluge of Noab 
never reach'd thoſe urmoſt Borders of the 
Land roward the Eaſt. And perhaps the 
lame Reaſon may be given for the untrace- 
able Chronologies of the Chineſe, their Neigh- 
bours. © For tho' they differ tm the Senti- 
ments and Rites of their Religion, in their 
Laws, Cuſtoms, and manner of Governmenr, 
yer they both agree in affirming the World: 

M 4 ro 
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to be indeterminately Old, putmg a certain 
Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer. 
- tain, far beyond ir; which is but.a modeſt 
Retrenchmenr. of their own Thoughts, as if 
they were unwilling, it ſhould be falfly cen- 
{ur'd thar rhey aim's at an Hyperbole, 

They ſay, Thar the Fir/# Matter 1s Co 
eternal with Ged, as Light 18 Co-evdl with 
the Sun, produc'd alſo, and depending after 
the fame Manner. For as the Light diflus'd 
through the Air, is not properly the Sy, but 
an 7 ates ERect of it ; fo the Univerſe 
is not God, but his Production, eyer ſubſs 
{ing on him, and never to be divided from 
his Eternal Efſence. And for ought I fee, 
the moft Ggnificant Language in the World 
bas no ;other. way to expreſs things of this 
abſtruſe Nature. They are too ſyblime far 
humane Thoughr; much more do they tran- 
{cend the Power of Speech, All the Dza- 
{es on Earth are too barren of Words, and 
Words too defective in Senſe, ro deſcribe the 
Inzfable Secrets of Eternity. 

As for the varicus. Ranks of Beings, the 
Infinite Diverlity . of Forms, reſulting from 
the Firſt Matter, they think it reaſonable 
to belieye, T hat they were ſucceſſively pro- 
duc'd in time; every one in its Order, and 
according to irs Perfection. | 
IT ell thee, ir appears much more Ratio- 

nal far me -to_ believe this, than that the 
Firſt Mgtter 1x: {elf was Jrogncd aut of no- 
thing about Fiye or Six Thouſand Years a- 
go, as the Fews and Chriſtians ſeem to Tree 

ather 
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Rather than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort 
an Idea of the World's Age, I would em- 
brace the Sentiments of Democritus and Epi- 
carus, {uppole an Infinity of Spaces and Warlds, 
an-Eternity of Generations and Corruptiops, a 
Continual Change not only of Individuals, bur 
of the yery Species of rhings, through the Fa- 
tal Concourſe and Blending of Atomes : Yer 
not denying the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, 
nor undervaluing his Provzdence all the while. 
For theſe things are, in my Opinion, very 
compatible one with anarher. 

I do nar pretend to be ſingular, or ſer up 
for a Dogmatiſt. Neither am I ambirious of 
being eiteem'd a Wir, by venting Notions 
above the reach of Vulgar Capacities, 'Tis 
only rhe pure Love of Truth, which encou- 
rages me-to rake this Liberty with thee, who - 
in Matters of Philoſophy art the only Maſter 
of the Age. 

To thee therefore I ſubmit all my Senrti- 
ments, as.to an Oracle ; deliring thy Impar- 
tial Anſwer, and couching the Faculties of - 
my Soul, in the moſt humble Atrach to thy 
Venerable Wiſdom , I become mute as 4 : 
Momme. | 


Paris, 2ath. .of the 12th. Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


250 Letters Writ by Vol.NI 


LETTER XVII, 


ToMirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 
of Sidon. 


Hat is this World, thar on all fides 
Invades our Senſes > This Earth 

under our Feet ; thoſe Clouds whirling over 
our Heads ; theſe Winds ſhaking the Trees; 
thar Azure Sky, with all irs glittering Orna- 
ments > Whar's all this but an Eternal 
Dream ; a mere Shadow of God Almighty's 
Thoughts ? *Tis pleaſant living in it ; *ris 
alſo painful. In his Senſe this Univerſe is 
perfectly good ; in ours 'tis mixed with 
evil, He made it for his own Diverſion, and 
our Scrutiny. *Tis to us a Field of Riddles, 
and Contradictions. In Summer we curſe 
rhe Hear, and in Winter blaſpheme the Cold, 
Yer we bleſs both the one and: the other, 
when we feel 'em in due Meaſure and Sea- 
ſon. One Hour, this Colour pleaſes the Eye, 
another that ; and perhaps in the next, tis 
diſguſted at them both. We never find Reſt 
or Content in -any- thing. The ſofteſt -Mn- 
ſick at ſome times grates.our-Ears, like the 
croaking of Toads. The moſt agreeable O- 
dours, are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, Joath- 
ſome and abominable. The moſt delectable 
Wines and Savoury Meats, at ſuch Seaſons, 
are unpalatable as the Beyerage and Dier "4 


RT  K « 5a” wo; A ww .u 


Vol. VI. a Spy f PARIS. 25r 


Hell, | Neither can the; more infinuating. 
Charms of Women, pur us; in a better \'Hu- 
mour. All rhe whole Syſtem of Narure join-' 
ed together, is not ſufficient to afford us Eaſe.- 
Nothing but a Ray from the Omnipotenr 
can alleviate our Melancholy, or give us 
a taſte of our ſelves. For we are the very 
Deity in ſcatter'd Fragments; or we are ſe- 
parared Drops of the, Divine Eſſence : Vola- 
tile Spirits of Eternity 3 by Fate or Chance, 
ix'd in proper Vehicles of Time, and Mat- 
ter. O Santone ! This whole Corporeal Uni- 
verſe, is bur a eb (ſpun from the Bowels 
of an Infinite God, _ wrought with inimi- 
table Arrifice, ro catch Immaterial Forms , 
Idea's and Souls in, which are the Genuine 
O+ipring of the Eternal Mind, We Mor- 
tals of Humane Race, are but ſo many Par-- 
cels of the Divinity in Diſguile, trapan'd into 
Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Magnets and 
Charms lurking in Embryo's, with which-we 
have ſome Sympathy. We are all Gods in. 
Maſquerade. So are the Bealts of the Field, 
the Birds of the Air, and the Fiſh of the * 
fea. 

Ler us not therefore condemn the Antique 
Ceremonies of . Gentile Religion , which 
taught Men to adore the Sun, Moen and 
Stars ; the Elements and all that is within 
their Circumference, eſpecially the Sozls of 
departed' Heroes, Demi-Gods, Nymphs, and 
the reſt of thoſe Beings which are the Eldeſ# 
Progeny of Eterna! Nature. For in fo doing, 
they did but build Altars to. the Original 
Fountain 
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Fountain of the Univerſe. Since God is .in 
the Winds, in the Rain, in the Thunder, 
Lightning, Hail and other Meteors ; in the 

vens, and Air, Sun, Moon and Stars ; in 
the Fire, Earrh and Water ; in Plants and A- 
nimals; finally, fince he is in the Elements, 
and every thing compounded of them ; he 
is nor only in them, bur is theſe very Things 
by an TIneffable Produfion of himſelf. And 
when the Final Conſummation ſhall come, it 
will be bur a withdrawing all rhe exrended 
Lines of his Infinity, into-rheir Center, where 
thou and 1, and every divided Atome in Na- 
rure ſhall meet, be united. and {ſwallowed 
up in (Erernal Beatitude.. Amen! Amen! 
Oh thou Lord and Fatherof all things, In- 
exhauitible Abyſs of Miracles which know 
no End, 


Paris, 6th.. of the 1, Moon, 
4 the Year 1665+. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame. 


JOppabng it were otherwiſe than T have 
aid rant.. the” Doctrine of Epicurus 
true, Believe that we and all rhings were 
producd by. the Forturtous Concourſe of *4- 
tomes. Yer ſtill we have the ſame, or great- 
er Reafon to value onr ſelves as diminu- 
tive Gods, fince in this Senſe we muſt of 
neceffity be Eternal, every Atome being fo, 
of which we are compounded. In the Opt- 
nion of 'theſe Philoſophers, there's no ſuch 
thing as an Origin or Beginning of the Uni- 
verſe : Each Particle of Matter with them, 
is as old as the Divinity, We have all 
rang'd Eternally from one Form and World 
to another ; danc'd to the meaſures of Fate, 
been Parrs of rhe Qrbs above, and of rhe Ca- 
verns below ; {tray'd throngh the Heavens - 
and all the Elements ; ,raken an Univerſal 
Carier, through Infimze and Endleſs Spaces z 
and are now (as fix'd. as we ſeem in theſe-fo- 
lid Hulks of Fleſh) -in the ſame Hurly-Burly 
as ever. 

| Theſe Bodies which we carry abour us, are - 
not compaqunded of the, ſame-Atomes as they 
were Seyen Years ago. There is a perpert 
Flux and Refux of Particles, We die as fa 
as we live, Every Motnent ſubſtracts- from 
our 
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our Duration on Earth, as much as ir adds 
roir. We move, breathe, and do all things 
by Paradox. Our very Eſſence is a Riddle. 

With an open Hearr therefore, I applaud 
thy Religious Negligence of Humane Afﬀairs, - 
in that thou art Divinely careleſs of thy ſelf, 
and every thing elſe, ſave only ro conſerye 
'thy Innocence. 

Whar ſignifies it, whether we believe the 
Written Law or the Alcoran; whether we 
are Diſciples of Moſes, Feſus, or Mahomet ; 
Followers of Ariſtotle, Plato, Pythagoras, Epi- 
curus, or Ich Rend Hu the Indian Bramin 
Of whar Import is ir, whether we pray or 
not 2 Whether we kneel before Tmages, or 
in a naked Moſque 2 "Twill be all: one in 
the winding up. We. are bur the Ma- 
chines of Chance. As we live, ſo ſhall we die; 
and God knows what will become of us 
afrerwards ; neither is it worth our while 
to be ſollicirous, fince we can be certain of 
nothing. Perhaps , every. Atome of which 
we are made, may be {catter'd from the reſt; 
we may be tranſported; Piece-meal into Ten 
Hundred Thouſand Millions of Worlds ; and 
ſeven-fold as many Years may expire, before 
Two the minutelt Particles of our Frame, 
meet together again., We need not be trou- 
bled art all this; nothing can hinder us from 
being Immortal and Eternal, tho' it be bur in 
; _ _ - a | 
"Goon then, Sacxed Vagabond, Pious Ram: 
bler; Holy Fagulye 3 go onto allerr in the courle 
of thy Lite, this great .Truth,. That all chings 
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depend on Everlaſting Chance or Deſtiny, Thy 
Actions ſhall reprove the Hypoctites of the 
Age, who abound in Specious Words, And 
thy Divine Indifference ſhall condemn the 
Helliſh Zeal of furious Bigots, who think 
to pleaſe God, and atone for their Sins, by fa--. 
criicing Humane Blood, and maflacring all 
that are nor of their Faith. 

God, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport 
thee afrer Death , re- Happy Regions, * Im- 
marceffible Joys, and an Endleſs Succeſſion 
of Bliſs. Every Atome ſhall find its Paradiſe. 
Thou ſhalt mount by Degrees to Full, In- 
inire and Eternal Feliciry, Adicu for. a. 


nme, 


Paris, 2oth, of the 1ſt, M01, 
of the Tear 1665, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 


To Wouf, his Couſin, « Merchant 
at Aſtracan. 


7 Hen I reflet on thy Happinels, in 
having been all thy Life at Laberty to 
change thy Reſdence, and ramble whirher. 
ſoever thy Fancy invited thee, and that even 
now at Aſtracan, thou art no longer confnd 
than by thy own Pleaſure or Intereſt, I car- 
not forbear envying thee. 

Fhere is an inexprefſible Delight in rang- 
ing the various Trats of the Earth, Where 
as, -to be perpetually ſhut up ahd impriſor'd 
as I am, in a City fo cloſe: and high-buils 
that the very Winds.can ſcarce find a Way 
into her Interiour Parts, is a perfect Hell up 
on Earth. 

To ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'd a 
Heap or Aggregate of Cities, built one upo" 
another, like Pe/ion upon Ofſa, ſince the Houle /*: 
here are as high as the Minarets at Conſtant M 
nople, and divided like the Air into the /ow"Þ far 
middle, and pper Regions or Apartments : OW ſuc 
rather like the Heavens, whoſe Number 4ÞÞ be 

ſtronemers aſſert ro be Nine. For with ſo mW Dc 
ny Stories,do ſome Houſes, nay whole Streets to 
in Paris, lift up their Heads ; and every St I d 
ry or Apartment's peopl'd like a a” 
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So that in this Infinire Throng of Tnhabi - 
tants, and ſuch as come hither abour Buſi- 
nels, we are ready to be ſtifled with ons ano- 
thers Breath. Whereas, thou know't, in 
the Cities all over the Eaſt, the Houles are 
intermix'd with Gardens: They are low. 
builr, with Terraſſes on the Top to take the 
cool Air on by Night , with Parterres , 
Kai-haneys, Divans, Conſervatories, and all 
the other Conveniences for refreſhing the 
Senſes, by Water, Wind, and Odoriferous 
Smells. 

This makes me long to be at Conſtanti- 
ple, Damaſcus, Moſul, or even at Aſtra- 
can, where rhou refideſt, though thar Ciry 
want many Delights, which others enjoy. 
However, I ſhou'd there encounter with 
Tiara's. and Turbants, the very Sight of 
which wow'd half cure my Diſcontent. May 
my Portion be with Tagot, if I am not tyr'd 
with ſeeing Nothing wk theſe Hars, and 
Short-Coars, theſe ridiculous Franks, theſe 
Apes without Tails. And rhen ro hear 'em 
rant againſt the Grand Signior, and all True 
Believers 3 to hear *em blaſpheme the Mef- 
ſenger of God, curſe the Alcoran, revile the 
Mufti, and all the Mollahs, with a Thou- 
land other Imperrinences, which none bur 
luch Reprobates, Giaurs, and Infidels wou'd 
be puilry of ; makes me either wiſh my ſelf 
Deaf, or that my Tongue were at Liberry 
to anſwer them. Bur, much rather wou'd 
I defire to be in a Place, where I- might en- 


joy my Ears, to recelye the Salem from m 
| Friends- 
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Occaſion that awakens rhe Senſe- ro P+ 
ety. | 

Oh that I were among my Countrymen, 
the Arahians, who: dwell in Tents, -and fro 
lick abour from H:lls ro Valleys, rafting by 
Turns the various Sweets of the Foreſt and 
the Plain! *The. Groves and Meadows, Pa- 
{tures and Arable Grounds, Cities - and , Vil 
lages, all contribure ro their Delighr. They 
want no Innocent Joy: that the Earth can 
afford. * Their Wealth. conſiſts in the Mul 
tirade of their - Sheep, Camels, Goats and 
Oxen. And for them is all their Care, that 
they may.not want Graſs and Water in due 
Seaſon. As for themſclyes, they are reſign 
ro Providence. 

So are, the:Tartars, who ſleep in Hords or 
Waggons ; the only. Cavaliers of- Aſia: 
Whole Life is a perpetual Campagne, from 
- the Cradleto.the = Their Labour and 
Eaſe are derived from the ſame Fountain; 
exerciſing rhemſclves on Horſe-back ar Se- 
ven Years old ; and feeding on the Milk of 
Mares as ſoon as they are wean'd . from their 
Mother's Breaſts. Toil and Recreation with 
them are one and the ſame thing, fince they 
know no other Pleaſure bur whar conſiſts in 
Riding, Fighting and Conquering ; or elle 
:n. Death, which they believe tranſlates them 
to new Joys, and thoſe more poignant that 
they knew before, Therefore they bravely 
Court it at the Point of a Sword, ws ” 

: kout 
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Friends that are Muſſul/mans, and to hear 
the Name of God devoutly-bleſs'd on any 


Vol.VI. a $py af PARIS. 259 


Mouth of a Cannon : Nothing being more 
ſcandalous or hateful than a Coward among, 
them. 

[ proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Meth, 
and Taurica Cherſoneſas, with - the Reit of 
thole Horrible Fens and Marſhes, on the 
North of the Black Sea, which encompaſs 
the Dominions of the Tartars, affetts me 
with a Paſſion, or rather ſach a Medly of 
Paflions, as I know not how ro name. 
Thoſe ample Deſartrs, rhoſe untrack'd Solt. 
udes, appear to my Imagination, hike the 
Limirs of this old Habirable World ; and the 
Frontiers of ſome new, ftrange and unknown 
Region ; ſome Terra Incognita,where an Uni- 
rerſal Deſolation and Silence keep their Sear 
for ever : Where no Voices are heard bur 
thoſe of 'uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and other 
Exotich Tenants of the Mods and Moors, 
No other Sound bur rhe whiſtling and roar- 
ng of the Winds. No Proſpect but that 
o Trees which have appear'd from the In- 
fancy of Time, and where thoſe are want-: 
ng, the Eye is wearied in a long, endleſs 
Waſte, which nothing ſeems ro bound, 
but the declining Arch - of diſtant Skies, or 
ow, black, melancholy Clouds, sKkirred with. 

its and Fogs, Erernal Mantles of the Nor- 
bery Climes. 

This is the Figure of thoſe ſolirary Tracts. 
where I wou'd chnlſe to live, rather than in 
: City which ſtifles.me, with roo much Plen- 
7 wo every Thing, bur freſh Air, and honeſt 
£OÞie, 

Wow” 
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Touf, the Conrtrarieties which we find in 
Earthly Things, give a Guſt ro each other, 
And, the molt Magnificent Palace wou'd 


{eem-a Priſon, were a Man always confin'd wo 


hve in it. 
Couſin, I wiſh thee perpetual Liberxy, and 
Happineſs, 


Paris, 7th. of th4 2d; Moon, 
of the Near 1665. 
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LETTER KXXI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Princi- 
pal Secretary. of the Ottoman 
Empire. . 


=” 


AMidit the Variety of Obligations which 

* I have to diſcharge, I forger not ro 0- 
bey thy Commands. I have already in my 
fyrmer Diſpatches acquainted thee with the 
CharaQters, and ſome Remarkable Paſſages 
Henry IV. Lews XII. Lews XIV. Cardinal 
Richlien, Cardinal Mazarini, and the- Prince 
of Conde. Now I will ſay ſomething of the 
Famons Mareſchal de Turenne, whoſ. Fame 
reaches whereſoever the French Wars haye 
been,talk'd of tor theſe Forty Years, The 
Name of this great General, 1s Henry ae la 
Tour Auvergne, Son to the Duke of De 
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When his Father. was near his Death, he 
eall'd for both his Sons, whereof this was the 
youngeſt. And among other Exhortations, 
he recommended ina ſpecial Manner Three 
Things to their Practice: Never to renounce 
or change their Religioz: Never to take up 
Arms againft their Soverezgn ; Nor to proyoke 
the Firſt Minifter. + 

As ro the Firſt, the Mareſchal 'de Turenye 
has hitherto kept it inviolably, bur he has 
faulter'd in borh the other ; having revolt- 


from his Maſter's Service during his Minori- 


ty, and oppos'd the Intereſt of Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, when the Parliament perſecuted that 
Mmiſter. 

However, this hinders nor but rhar he is a 
Great Souldier, and beſides he is fince recon- 
cild ro rhe King. He ſeems to be born for 
Martial Aﬀairs. And they relate of him, 
That when he was but Ten Years Old, and 
his Gopernour miſſing him, had ſought up and 
down every where for him, he ar lengrh 
found him faſt aſleep on a Cannon, which he 
kem'd ro embrace wirh his little Arms as far _ 
as they wou'd reach. And when he ask'd 
why he choſe ſuch 'a Couch to lie on, he made 
Anſwer, That he defign'd to have ſlept there 
all Night, to convince hu Father that he was 
bardy enough to undergo the Fatigues of War, 
though the Old Duke had often perſwaded him- 
ſelf to the Contrary: And to þ 2 the Truth, 
no Mat was 'mbte Careleſs ot his Body than 
this Prince, | TS 


Ar 
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Ar Fourteen Years of Age he was ſent in. 
ro Holland to ſerve in the Army under the 
Prince of Orange, who was his Uncle. There 
he apply'd bimlſelf ro all rhe Diſcipline of 
War, doing the Duty of a Privare Soldier: 
Which is the common Way that Cadets or 
Younger Brothers rake ro riſe ro the moſt 
Eminent Offices. He was equally forward 
in Labours and Perils, never ſhunning any 
Fatigue or Hazard, which might bring him 
Glory, yer he was not raſh, the Common 
Vice of Youth, bur temper'd all his Actions 
with an extraordinary Prudence and Soli- 
dirty of Judgment, beyond what was ex 

Fed from him ar thoſe Years. Yer, on the 
other Side, his Counſels were not ſlow and 
Flegmarick, being of a very ready Forecaſt; 
and he ſeldom fail'd in his Contrivances. He 
was ſoon promoted ro a Place of Command. 
And "the Exactneſs of his Conduct raisd 
him a vaſt Reputation, ſo that by Degrees 
he at laſt arriv'd to rhat Height of Power 
and Honour he now poſſeſs. He appears 
Indefatigable in his Body, and of an Invin- 
cible Reſolution. -He hates Flartrerers, that 
think to gain his Friendſhip by praiſing him, 
And is equally averſe from making Uſe of 
ſuch fawmng Inſfinuatians ro others, though 
the Greateſt Princes of the Blood, or the Firſt 
Mzsniſter himſelf, 

. He has alſo a; certain Stedfaſtneſe of Spirit 
which, cannot be warp'd. by any Artificial 
Addreſſes, though made to his own apparent 
Advantage, if they propoſe to him any 
3A Thing 
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Thing that has the leaſt Semblance. of whar is 
baſe and diſhonourable. Thus he wou'd ne. 
ver conſent that the Honour of raking Duy- 
kirk ſome Years ago, ſhould be aſcrib'd to 
Cardinal Mazarini, tho* that Miniſter pri- 
vately courted him tro it, offering him the 
Greareft Commands in the Kingdom, if be 
would do him that Service ; and the Mareſ/- 
cha! knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 
not, Yer ſuch was his Integrity. and Love to 
the Truth, that by no means would he be 
brought ro condeſcend ro this Meanefs of 
ſpirit : Yer, perhaps it might only proceed 
from the Averſion which 1n thoſe Days he 
had for the Cardinal. Many times it is e- 
videnr, That a Natural Paflion is made to 
paſsfor a Moral Verrue. Belides, perhaps he 
was unwilling to be depriv'd of hs Glo- 
ry due to him for that Important Ser- 
yice. 

He is a Man of few words, and ſo fecrer in 
al his Counſels, that no-body knows any 
thing of his Deſigns, till he purs them in Ex- 
ecution, Every Man eſteems him the moſt 
Liberal Prince of this Ape, having no other 
Regard for Money, than, as it ſerves the Ne- 
ceflities of his Famz:ly, and enables him ro ob- 
lge his Friends. 

In a Word, whatever Vices he may have, 
be is yer endu'd with ſo many Good Quali- 
ties and Verrnes, that he is belov'd by all the 
Nation, and in Parricular Favour with his $c- 
terezpn, who treats him nor as a SubjeF, bur 
5 one of his moſt intimate Friends, 

May 
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Paris, 12th. of the 24, Moos, 
of the Tear 1665, 
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LETTER XXII 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the al 
Sciences , ad Penlioner to the * 
Grand Signior. tr 


T HE French King has This Letter was 
lacely receiv'd. a groſs Written Originally 
Afﬀront from the Poets, # Sclayonick, 
They have ofren been Sa- 

yrical upon his Loves, and now they be- 
zin ro burleſque upon his Money. A Day or 
Two ago, as he was newly riſen out of his 
Bed, he found on a Table in his Chamber, 
a Paper containing theſe Verſes, 


Tu es Iſſue de Race Auguſte, 
Ton Ayeul eſt Henry te Grand ; 

Et ton Pere Lowis le Fuſte, 

Pour Toy, tu ts qu un Louis 


(i Areent. 


Thou know'ſt where the Force of the Poet's 
1 Vit lies, having -travelled in France and 
learned their Language. The King (mil'd ar 
the Reading of ir, and ſeem'd to be pleas'd 
with the Frankneſs of. rhe Author, ayings 
He was worth a Thouſand Flatterers. e 
promiſed likewiſe to give him Five Hundred 
Lows's for his Wir, "_ would diſcover _— 
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. ſelf, as alſo to pardon him on his Royal 
Word. Bur the Satyr:ſt would nor venture 
himſelf, knowing that Kings have more ways 
than one ro revenge themſelves of Private 
Perſons, their Subje#s. However, ſince the 
King appear'd fo well pleaſed with rais, he 
was reſoly'd to give him another Touch of 
his Skill. And the very next Morning in 
the ſame Place, the King found theſe words; 


Tu ne le Scaura pas Louis, 
Car j*etois ſeul quand je le fis. 


There have been many ConjeCtures mad 
abour the Author of theſe Lampoons. Some 
fay one thing, and ſome another. Anc 
there are not wanting ſuch as faſten it on: 
Virgin of Colley, now reſiding at this Court 
Her Name is Anne Marie de Skurman. it 
is very Learned, and ſpeaks Arabick , Latin 
Turkiſh, Greeh,, Italian, French and Spaniſt 
as fluently as her Native Diale&t. She is ol 
Fine Wir, and piercing Judgment in the Co 
rroverſies of Ph;loſophy and Religion. 
There are ſeveral Epiſtles of hers in Prin 
ſome penn'd in Latin, others in French, 46 
dreis'd ro the Pucen-Mother, Cardinal Ri 
teu, Cardinal Mazarini , and others; Vs 
des a Book of Poems, moſt of them $/ 
And 'ris this laſt gives the World {uck 
m__ of her writing the Lines wh 
were found on the K7zxg's Table. For 
Craticks hove compar'd 'em with ber vy% 
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and find a very near Reſemblance between 
them. 

Bur ler who will be the Author, I think the 
French Kjng is wrong'd in the Character they 
give him. For tho' he has heap'd up grear 
Quantities of Gold and Silver to carry on his 
vait Deſigns, yer he is no Mz/ſer, being very 
Liberal ro Perſons of Merit. 

I ſend thee this for thy Diverſion, and in 
order to our Furure Correſpondence. Take ir 
for an Example, and be as Familiar with me, 
remembring the Old Latin Proverb, Manuts 
manum fricat, 


Paris, the 11th. of the 6th, Moon, 
of the Year 1665, 


Commander of the Navy theſe Thirty Years 


_ 
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LETTER XXII. 
To the Captain Baſla. 


AY thy Heart be Chearful, and thy 
Voyage crown'd with Succeſs, where. 

ever thou Feſt, Noble Old Tarpaulin, and 
Favourite of the God of the Sea. The Em 
pire of the Ottomans has nor had {o bravea 
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God grant thee good Fortune againſt the I» 
fidels, whether on the Mhite or Black Sea, 
Thou art already Famous for thy Exploi 
-on the Latter, in above Twenty Engage 
ments with the Coſſaks, Circaſſians, and thi 
reſt of thoſe Thieviſh Countries. Bur nc 
thing has raif'd thy Character ſo high, as the 
laſt Combate thou hadſt with Pachicour, the 


Renowned Pyrate of thoſe Parts, who 21 
threatned nor only his Chr:iſt;an Neighbour th 
bur alſo the Orroman Empire with Infinigh nc 
Ravages. N, 

Bur thou haſt ftemm'd the Tide of hy pa 


Glory , humbled the Maritine People his Cm Vis 
federates, and by that means made thy (elf T1 
way into the Archipelago and Mediterranean 4n 
where thou rideſt as another Neptune, Kin 
of the Haters. | tha 

Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell theqſ tha 
I have norfaid ſo much to a Baſſa of the Sl 
thee Seven and Twenty Years : Neither _l 12 
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deed had I any Reaſon. He that merited 
the moſt Applauſe'in all rhat Time, was the 
Brave Zorneſan Muſtapha. And I addreſs'd 
no more to him than his due. - Forrune did 
not favour him, or elſe he had done great 
things. A's for the Reſt, they were generally 
Men never bred. to Sea-Afﬀairs, bur Miniors 
of the Courr, or Bullies of the Ciry, who 
were better at making a Noiſe, than at any 
Ation of Hazard or Importance. And there 
were ſome Bold Renegadoes, but they play'd: 
faſt and looſe, and no body knew where to- 
have 'em. | 

Treachery infects the whole World ; but 
in theſe Weſtern Parts it _ as in its Cen- 
ter, Here's nothing bur Undermining and 
Ambuſhes : One Szare trepanning anorher our 
of their Guards, and then they play their 
own Game. 

Ir would be endleſs to acquaint thee with 
the Original of the Quarrel berween the E-- 
gliſh and the Dutch, Ler ir be enough tor 
thee ro know, that theſe People are ar odds 
now : And in Regard the Strength of bath 
Nations lies in their Shipping, they are pre- 
paring ro- cover the Northern Seas with Na- 
vies : But the Iſlanders {till ger. the beſt on'r, 
They claim the Sovereignty of thoſe Seas, . 
and in my Opinion they deſerve ir. I {peak 
according to my Intelligence ; being aflur'd. 
that no | Ouch ever prevail'd againſt 'em On 
that Element. | 

They have had a terrible Fight: this Sum 
mer, wherein the Dutch loſt Seventeen Ships 
| N 3 of 
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of Var, beſides Veſſels of ſmaller Note. The 
Commander of the Engliſh Fleer is call'd the 
Duke of York, a Great General, and Brother 
to the Engliſh King. His Name was famous 
in France and Flanders, during the Spaniſh 
War. And tho the Land afforded him no far- 
ther Occaſions of Glory, yer he has found 
ſome in the Sea. Opdam, the Greateſt Ad- 
miral that ever the Dutch could boaſt of, fell 


a Sacrifice to his Genius, 


I am the more Particular in this Relation, 
becauſe it is fit rhou ſhould'ft know the Chas 
racters of all the Brave Heroes living. 

Since this Fight, the' King of France has 
ſent an Embaſſador to the Enz/iſh Court to 


' mediate a Peace, What Ifſue his Negoriati- 
' On will have, is of no great Import to us, 


who ſerve the Grand Signzor, Sole Lord of the 
Four. Scas: Bur I will tell thee ſomething 
which ir concerns thee to know. 

The King of France is a going to cut a 
Canal through Part of his Kingdom, by which 
the Med:terranean may be joyn'd ro the Main 
Sea. This is a vaſt. Defgn, and much dif- 
cours'd of in Europe, being a Parallel ro what 
has been formerly atrempred by ſome Kings 
of Egypt, and Emperours of Rome, to joyn the 
Mediterranean and Red Sea together , for 


the ſake of an eaſier Traffick ro the Eaft- 


Indies. | 
Thou oughtreft alſo ro be inform'd of the 
Duke of Beaufort's Exploits on the Coaſts of 
Barbary, He is Commander of the French 
Navy in thoſe Segs, and has done great In- 
juries 
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juries rothe People of Alpier, Sarcelle, Bougie, 
ne Þ© and other Ports. 
er Tho' theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd 
us | for deſerting the Protection of the High Port, 
ſh I yet ler us remember, that the Algerines are 
r- = Muſiu/mans, and therefore ought not ro be: 
d }f abandon'd to the Malice of Infidels. 
d- Mighty Baſa, fail thou in the Strength of 
ll I Gd againſt rhe Enemies of the Ottoman Em- 
pire, And when thou haſt finiſh'd thy Voy- 
n, i age here below, may a Wind of Mercy wafr 
2» if thee oer the Waters which are above the Fir- 
mament, and land thee ſafe in one of the 
Parts of Paradiſe, 


T 

0 . 

i- fl Paris, 3d. of the 9th. Moon, 
$, of the Tear 1665. 

e 
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LETTER I. 


To Achmet Beig. 


HIS Court has put on .the Exteri- 
. our Semblance of Mourning, whilſt 
they inwardly rejoyce, at the Death 
of Philip IV. King of Spain. He - 
leceay'd on the 17th. ofthe 9th. Moon. *Tis 
ofſible their Grief is more real for the Death 
i the Duke of Vendoſme, a Prince of Royal 
xtraRion, and whiltt living not far remov'd 
rom a poflibiliry of inheriting the Crown 
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of Fraxce.* Bur now he is gone to the Grave, 
the General Recepracle of all Morrals, and 
which makes no DittinAtion berween the 
Noble and-rhe Vulzar. - 

There have been Abundance of Ceremc- 
nies perform'd on the Parr of the Kznz, rhe 
Dauphin, the Duke of Orleans, the Duke of 
Valors, and other Princes of the Blood, for 
the Health of the Deparred Sow! : For the 
Nazarenes, to .give them their due, fall not 
ſhorr of the True Faithful in believing the Re- 
ſurreAion and Immortality ro come. T hey con- 
fign the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, 
with ſolemn Rites of Religion, pertuming 
them with Dzc:»/e, and ſprinkling rhem with 
Holy Water; Rehearſing allo certain Sacred 
Hymns and Prayers appointed for that Pur- 
poſe. Neither do rhey neglect ro Faſt, 
and give Alms, to perform any Pious Of- 
fice which is practis'd by the Mufſulmans, for 
their Friends who are gone ro the Inviſible 
State. They agree with us in Abundance of 
good things, and if they mix ſome Superits- 
ions and Errors, ler us pity their Weaknels, 
and. praiſe God who guides us into the Right 
Way, and ſuffers us no to be ſeduced into the 
Way of Infide/s. He is the Merciful of the 
Merciful, the Foy of the Ele#, and the Hope 
of all Nations, Shonld. he puniſh Men ac- 
cording to their Hourly Demerirs, the Earth 
would ſoon be depopularted, and void of any 
other Inhabitants ſave the Beaſfs. Bur he 
knows our Mold, and remembers that we ate 
no more than a mere Froth or Spume of tif 
Elements, 
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Elements, and that in a very little time, by 
the Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like 
Bubbles which yield to every Blaſt of Wind. 
Therefore he ſpares us, and* connives- at 
our Infirmities, becauſe he is the. Lover of 
Souls. | 

[ ſpeak this as an Incentive to Charity a- 
mong our ſelves, and to our Fellow-Mortals. 
|t ſeems to me unreaſonable; that we ſhould 
purſue with Inexorable Hatred all the Follow- 
ers of Feſus. He was a Holy Prophet, humble, 
mild, chaite, and harmleſs. - He did many 
Good Works himſelf, and commanded his 
Diſciples ro imitate his Example. He rebuk'd 
thoſe amongſt rhem, that would have call'd 
down Fire from Heaven to conſume his Ene- 
mies : Enjoyning them to return Bleſſings for 
Curſes, Prayers for Blaſphemies; and Good 
for Evil, There are thoſe amongſt them, 
who obey his Precepts: As for the Wicked, EF 
am nor their Advocate. If the Greateſt Part 
of the Chriſtians live contrary tro the Law of 
the Meſſias, ler us confider alſo how many 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks and Athe-« 
its there are among thoſe who profeſs rhe 
Muſſulman Faith. Doubtleſ(s, rhere are Good 
and Bad of all Religions. And 'tis impothible 
to find an Aﬀembly of Juſt Men, wirhour a 
Mixture of Sinners. 

As for our Difference with the People of 
Jeſus, in Matrers of Morſhip, ir ought nct 
to make us forget thar we are Men, cor. 
pounded of the fame Fleſh and Blood as they. 
And for ought we know, God who made = 
the 
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_ the Nations of the Earth, may accept of their 
various Rites and Ceremonies 1n paying him 
Divine Adoration. 

We thar are the. Pofterity of Iſmael, and 
worſhip the Eternal after the manner of our 
Fathers, - who followed the Pattern of [- 
brahim the Beloved of God, cannor deny bur 
that the Law of Myſes was of Divine Ori- 
2inal: And yet it contains Precepts and In. | ci 
junctions, ro which we are wholly Strangers Þ te 
in our Practice ; tho' the Fews, who are the l C 
Deſcendents of Faceb,, obey them ro this Il P: 
Day. Cl 
. $0 we belieye what theA/coran ſays of the Iſl co 
Mc:ſſias, Thar he is the Breath and Yord of I 'ti 
God 5 That he heald Diſeaſes, rais'd the MW H 
Dead, wrought many other Mzracles, -and I an 
preach'd the trze Heavenly Do&rin, Yet ſl Ig 
there's abundance of Difference berween the Il T 
Ceremonies Which the very Apoſtles us'd in the Ml Pr 
Service of God, and the Worſhip eftabliſh'd by I av 
Mahomet our Holy Lawgiver. But he tells 
us, Thar they wholive up to the Law of Fefw, Il 2: 
thall go to Paradiſe as well as the Muſu- 
NANs. 

The greateſt Scandal which rhe Chriſtians 
vive us , 1s their Setting up -P:;Fures and 
Images in their Temples, and the Reyerence 

they pay to thoſe Inſenfible Pieces of Hu- 
mane Arr. And' yet for ought we know 
they may be excuſable before God ; ſince they 
profeſs openly in the Publick Decrees of their 
Councils, That the Vegeration and Honour 
they pay to the Figures of Saints and Argel, 

; C 15 
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is only Relative, their Devotion at rhe ſame 
Time reſting not on this {ide the Prototypes. 

If this be true, I fee no more Hurt in their 
Worſhip of Images, than in Bowing and Pro- 
rating before the Alcoran, which is. but ano- 
ther Sort of Imagery repreſenting the Divine 
Wl. | 

In a word; if the Hieroglyphicks ofthe An. 
cient Egyptians are allows ro be Lawful Ler- 
ters, and Inſtruments rq- expreſs the Inward 
Conceprions of the Mind ; in my Opinion, the 
Painting and. Sculpture which we lee in the 
Churches of the Chriſtians, ought not to. be 
condemn'd as an Idolotrous Practice, when 
tis only us'd as an eafier way to convey the 
Hiſtory of Feſus, and the reſt of the Prophets 
and Saints, ro'the Vulgar, who are generally 
lenorant of Letters, Unleſs we ſhall fay, 
That the Son of Mary was an Io, and the 
Prophets and Saints were Devils ; which God 
ayert from the Mouth of a True Believer. 


Paris, 13th: of the 11th. Moon, 
of the Tear 1665, 
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LETTER Il. 


To William Yoſpel, 4 Recluſe ff 


Auſtria. 


f Bad Difpatch came to my Hands, in 

a good Hour, . I perus'd with Reverence 
the Parernal Inftructions it contained ; the 
Grave and Judicious Apothegms ; the Sacred 
Rules and Inſtirurions of a Regular and Spiri- 
rual Life ; the Moralsmore retin'd than thoſe 
of Pindar, Epiftetus, Seneca or Cato. But 
pardon me, if I reliſh not ſo well thy Panegy 
rick, on ſome of the newly Canoniz'd Saints ; 
from which you” rake Occaſion to extol the 
the Pope's Infallibility, and to exclude from 
Salvation, all thar are not within the Pale 
of the Roman Church, 

I am a Chriſtian and a Chatholick as well as 
you. I honour the Apoſtles and Martyr, 
with all the Primitive Saints, Confeſſors and 
Holy Dofors of: the Church. Bur I can ne- 
ver be perſ{waded,that a Man for being a Mur- 
derer, Traytor,an Inventor of Cruel Devices, 
or a learned Sycophant,can merit Heaven, tho' 
he may be rank'd in the Red Lines of the 
Calendar. Much leſs can I believe, that all 
Men ſhall be Damn'd, who are not in Com- 
munion with the Biſhop of Rome, Certainly 

t 


LAY 


Vol.VI. a Spyar PARIS. 279 


the Catholick or Univerſal Church, is not ſhut 
up within the Narrow Confines of the ſhatter- 
K| Roman Empire. Conhider Greece, Armenia, 
Foypt, Meſcovy, Athiopia, and all the Spa- 
cious Territories of Europe, and the Eaft. 
How many Millions daily fay the Pater- 
Neſter, and pray in Feſui's Name, yer never 
paid Obedience ro any bur their own Pa- 
triarchs and Biſhops > Were not all the 4- 
poſtles equally in Commiſſion ; were not the 
Churches they founded and eſtabliſh'd, equal- 
ly Holy, 4nd Orthodox ? Where then com- 
menc'd rhe Mighcy. Schiſm, but in the mo- 
roſe Pride of Vifor, who, ( for the Sake of 
Paſchal Niceties ) affronted all the Churches 
in the World, and was for that Reaſon (e- 
rerely reproy'd by a French Biſhop of his own 
Obedience; beſides the Reprimands of Po- 
hearp, and other Prelates of the Eaſt > Was 
not St. Fohn the Belcved, that reſted his Head 
with Divine Honour on the Breatt of Chr:ſt, 
ws privy to the Laws of his Maſter, as Peter, 
Paul, or any other Abortive Apoſtle ? Re- 
member the Firſt General Ceuncil at Feruſa- 
lem, where Fames the Brother of our Lord 
lare Preſident, decreeing Abſtinences exaCtly 
oppolite ro the preſent Roman Faith and Pra- 
ice. And believe at the ſame time,thart 'rwas 
Imperial Vanity and Pride, | which firſt begor 
the Fatal Separation. Hereſy was bur the 
Baſtard of the Apoſtolich, Canons; cheriſh'd, 
and roo much countenanc'd, by Conſtantine 
and his Succeſſors, till the Faral Time of Pho» 

| Cas, 
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cas, whoſe untimely Death made all things 
ripe for the intended Ul 3% rn Oh! Guice 
ciardine ! How truly haſt thou writ the State 
of Modern Rome ! : Worthy as Horace of Eter- 
nal Honour. Thy Faithful Proſe: equals his 
Courrly Verſe, and merits New Auzuſtus's to 
Patronize it, 

Believe me, Father M:7;am, I have no 
Spight or Enmity againſt the Roman High- 
Prieſt. I reverence him equally with Jas 
Brethren, the Patriarchs of Conſtantinople, 
Feruſalem, Alexandria, and . Antioch. | 
would go beyond this, for the ſake of Con- 
formiry ro Ancient Cuſtom, and in Obed: 
ence to the Celebrated Council of.Nice : I 
would willingly acknowledge him the Pr; 
mate of the World. Let him have the firſt 
Place, in God's Name, among the Patriarchs 
. of the Univerſal Church. Bur ler him not 
ride on the Necks of his Equals. Let him 
not pretend a Power tro cancel the Apoſtolick 
Canons ; reverle the Traditions of the Fathers; 
repeal the Decrees of General Councils ; di 
ſpenſe with the Laws of Nature, Grace, Rea- 
on, Morality, and the very Inſtitutions of 
his Predecefſors, Men, without Queſtion, as 
Infallible as he. This is- not the way to 
make Proſelytes to the Roman Faith, unkels 
it be of Fools and Knaves. The World has 
receiv'd New Lights, Father 7/ll;am ; and 
Men begin to hiſs Relzgious Bantering off the 
Stage, Nay even they who are moſt guilty 
of it, I mean the Roman Courtiers, = 
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ils and Prieſts, cannot forbear laughing at 
the Folly, and Credulous Eafineſs of thoſe, 
m whom they impoſe their P:ous Frauds. 
The bigotred Lazty are by them eſteemed no 
better than filly Aﬀes, ramely couching under 
the Burdens of their Ecclefiaſtick, Lords and 
Drivers. 

Therefore 'tis time for thee to open thy 
yes, lifr up thy Head, and lay afide Mona- 
fick Simplicity. I do nor Counſel thee ro 
urn Libertine, or imitate the Italian Gallan- 
try, which has raughr the Prieſts, inſtead of 
i- cred Continence, ro ſquint a Benediction 
[ I" ſome Charming Lady from the Altar, in 
i. Witte Name of Dominus Vobiſcum, or Surſum 
{t Wd 35 even whilſt they are the Bb for 

Y 


» {Pivine Revels, ro banquer on the Fleſh and 
1 Blood of God. Oh ! Monſtrous Perfi 
n MY Execrable Profaneneſs! Nor if thou art af- 
þ Wffonted. and revengeful, would I adviſe thee 


i- WY &e Sicilian Veſpers, and make the Bells be- 
-Wome the Signals of. thy Cruelty ; which 
of Wought and were deſign'd"and nin on 
s WPur ſe, ro drill on Flarmieſs Souls to Church, 
vith their dull, eepy, jangling Chimes ; and 
Wh their more Triumphant, Lofty Muſick» 
on the Feſtivals of Saints, to make devourer 
Chriſtians dream they're going ro Heaven, 
nſtead of ro:a Maſſacre. I would nor have 
thee hope to merit Paradiſe, by ſending thi- 
ther in Obedience ro the Pope, or General of 
ly Order, the Majeſtick Soru!s of Kings or 
Emperors, 


ne" * I Tu» gy oy 


and 


o time the Execution of thy Wrath like 
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Emperors, in Vehicles of Sacred Poyſon, or 
Envenom'd Euchar:i/ſts. Believe that thoſe 


Prelates, Prieſts, or Monks, who are thus & 


Divinely Profane , and Mercifully Cruel, She ; 


ſhall become Mirered, Vefted, Cowled Mop 
ters, 1n the fierceſt and moſt violently glow. 
ing Dens of Hel! ; there with the mo!t exalt- 


ed Arſenicks, Mercurjes, and whatſoever gives Ih E: 


the higheſt Pains, ro languilh, pine, and rack 


away Ten Thouſand, Thouſand, Thouſand Wiri 


Ages, in Penances of low Effect ; which ex- 
piate bur very late, the crying Sins of guilty 
Murderers, and Bloody Hypocrires. 

Yer ſuch as theſe, fince Modern Times, ate 
the only Men thought worthy to be Canon- 
—_ Saints, which made a certain Honelt 

;ardinal cry. out in Prefcace of the Pope, 
Theſe New Saints, force me to doubt the Ol; 
ONES. 

Father 7/4;am, the ſame Thought begins 
and ends my Letter, Yours was upon the 
ftrerch, extolling far too high the Largenels 
of the Roman Church, the Infallible Power 
Popes, the Miracles of theſe New Saints, & 
And x for my Part, am a Man abhorring Bt 
por: I cannor believe things contrary tomy 


eaſon. I wiſh the Differences of Mankind 
in Point of Religion, were rationally com- 
pos'd ; and that the Good of all Sects, Fact 
ons, Parties, Churches and Communions 
were united in this Life, as they ſurely wi 
be in the next- 


I 
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In the mean time, to the Father withour 
b-rinning 3 to the Soz without a Younger 
Father 3 to the Foly Ghoſt, the Firſt and 
he Laſt 3 ro the Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
he Entire Deity, I recommend thee and 

good Chriſtians, hoping ro ſee you in 
—_ tho' we cannot 1t ſeems think alike 
n Earth. 


Aris, 1ſt. of the 12th, Moon, 
ofthe Tear 1665, 
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LETTER IM. 


To Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew 
Vienna. 


| A Ccording to thy Deſire, I have procur' 


and ſenr thee the Alcoran, with othe 
Writings of our Holy Doftors ; Books whid 


will conduct thee into the Right Wa 
Thou wilt. find in theſe Volumes, a Spirit 0 
Life and Power. There breathes in them 
certain Viral Principle of Reaſon ; (o th: 
whoſoever reads them attentively, may fee 
( if I may fo ſpeak) the very Pulſe of in 
rellectual Wiſdom , beating in every Se 
rence, | 

There is a vaſt Difference between thel 
Writings, full of Arguments Clear and Ir 
relligible ; and the Whimſies of thy Rab# 
who abound in Sacred Fables ang Divi 
Romances. 


Who can peruſe your Celebrated Mi} 


withour Diſdain ? Or look into your mort 


applauded Talmud, and nor feel himle| 
rouch'd with Horrour , at the Monſtrou 
Blaſphemies and Ridiculous Forgeries there 


in contain'd > Doſt thou not laugh at tt 


Story of God's pickling up the Leviathan 

the Days of the Meſjiah ; and thar other 

the Bull which daily deyours the Foo 0 
a ol 


Vol 


a Tl 
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z Thouſand Mountains ? Or wilt thou ſhew 
me the Neſt of rhat Bird from whence the 
Talmud ſays, an Egg falling on the Earth, 
threw down Three Hundred -rall Cedars 
with irs Weight, and at Length breaking, o- 
a rerflow'd Sixty Villages with the Liquid Sub- 
ſtance included in the Shell? - 

Such as theſe, muſt needs be fir Themes 
for the Contemplarions of the Omnipotent : 
W 4nd yer your Rabb7's teach, thar God ſtudies 
þ Nine Hours of the Day in the Ta/mud, Can 
if ary Man of common Piery , hear theſe 
Blaſphemies and not tremble > What Af- 
fronts are rheſe ro Humane Senſe > What Im- 
poſitions on the Reaſon of the Credulous 
Jews ? Does the moſt perfect of all Beings 
acquire Knowledge by Degrees, or is the 
Eternal Tneelle# 1wmprovd by reading of 
Boks > Or if it were fo, would he nor make 
2 better Choice than of a Volume, which in the 
Incredible Stories it relates, exceeds all rhe 
Foments.of the Poets ? 

Tell me, Nathan, canſt thou ſwallow 
that loud Lye of the Talmud, which tells 
thee, Thatthere was. a Lyon, who when he 
roar'd at the Diſtance of Four Hundred 
or Miles from Rome, all the Women that were 
(eli with Child - in that City, being affrighred ar 

Wthe Noiſe, miſcarry'd, and the Walls of 
cl Rome fell down 2 And when he drew nearer 
by a Hundred Miles, he ſer up his Throar 
again, which made ſo terrible a Sound, that 
all the Roman's Teeth fel! our of their Heads, 
and the Emperour humlelf felt fuch as 
30ns, 
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fions , as had wellnigh coſt him hi 


Life. 
Surely rhe Crow which the Talmud ſpeak 


of in another Place, was bur a Puny to thi 


Monftrous Lye ; and yet it ſeems, that Cry 
ſwallow'd a Serpent that had eaten a Fr; 


as big as a Village of Threeſcore Houſes 


and when he had done flew into the nes 


Tree. I ſuppoſe, thar was the Tree whict 


grew in Paradiſe, and was Five Hundrec 
Miles high, according to the Ta/mud. Hay 
I not Rean for this Raillery, when oneo 
your Rabb;'s nwny (wears, he was ar 
Eye-Witneſs of theſe Things > Who cat 
forbear ro ridicule the Bigotry of thoſe, whe 
give up their Faith to ſuch Delufions ? 

Thou wilt meer with more Rational En 
rertainment in the Books of -the Muſſu 
man Dofors ; more eſpecially, in thar Tran 
ſcript rhou haſt of the Volume firſt ditated 
in Heaven, That confirms the true Law 0 
Moſes, bur damns the Impoſtures of thi 
Talmud, attributing. the Invention of ſuc 
Errors to the Dev:/. 

Bur thou wilr ask me,perhaps,whar I mea 
by the True Law of Moſes. Shall I tell chee 
the Opinion of one of thy own Nation, a H 
brew of the Hebrews, as he pretends; anc 
for ought I know, of the ſame Tribe with 
thy felt: For I am a Stranger to the Geneds 
gies of you both. 

Some Years ago here was in this City, 3 
Man who if we may believe him, has been 


in all the Cities of the World, The Front 
wr 


= 
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ed char Title, by the Profefſion he made of 
ak his Birth, Deſcenr, and Univerſal Travels; 

} No doubt bur thou haſt heard of this Man, 
© or at leaſt-of ſuch a Character, and therefore 
1 need nor repeat what he faid of himſelf, 
WY 2nd whar rhe Generality of Mankind believe 
xY of him. Suffice it to tell thee, that I was 
W once in his Company half a Day together ; 
when among other Diſcourſes, he rold me, 
Thar the true Law of Moſes has been loſt 


all cept in the North Parts of 4/ia, where there 
call are an Infinite Number of Hebrews, bur far 
vo diffrent in their Rel/zg70:: irom all rhe Fews in 
the reſt of the World. He iays, rhe Coun- 
ry where they Inhabir, is erviron'd round 
with High and Inacccilible Mountains, I 
ak'd him the exact Gc77 4p4.cal Situation of 
this Country ; bur recci+'d no other Anſwer, 
than that ir lay beyond rhe River Sabbation. 
Then I Ace Boar wha c ! ad read in Eſdras, 
2 Scribe of rhy Nation, concerning the Tranf- 
migration of the Ten T: 2s, who were car- 
ried away Caprtives by the 4fſrians : How 
they paſsd through a cerrain River on dry 
Ground, the - Waters being divided ro the 
Right Hand and to the-Lctt, and that after 
the lame manner they ſhould return again in 


the Region where they live, was hidden from 
» 4W all other Morrals. / 
< Comparing this- Paſſage with what I ad 
& Mteard from the V/andring Few, I becan-- - 
mo 


Yall him rhe-M/andring Few; and he confirm- | 


for above rheſe T'wo Thouſand Years, ex- 


the Latter Days ; Bur thar in the mean time” 
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moſt perſwaded, That the People and Coy 
try of which he ſpoke, were the very ſam, 
mention'd by Eſdras. God only can diſcer 
the Truth from Error in Hiſtorzes of fo 
mote and Ancient a Subject. | 

As to their Religion, I was juſt going 1 
give thee an Account of whar he. aid cc 
cerning it, but am interrupted by Compan 
Wherefore I am forc'd ro break: off abrupt 
ly. Expect a full Relation in my next, 
am 1n haſte. 


Paris, 4th. of the 1ſt, Moor, 
of the Jear 1666, 
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: LETTER IV. 
To the ſame. 


T? E Interruption which made me ſo ſud- 

Ny = denly conclude my other Letter, laſted 

not long ; fo that I have time enough to per- 
form my Promiſe by the fame Po/?. 

I was abour to relate what the Handring 
Jew rold me of the Religion of thoſe Re- 
mote Hebrews in 4ſia, which take as fol 
lows, 

He ſays, they are a Nation of Philoſophers, 
bound by their Laws to Study the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, They have none but Iron Mo- 
ny current among them. ; the Uſe of Gold 
and Silver Coins being expreſly forbidden by 
their Laws to prevent the Temprationsof Ava- 
nce and Theft : For who would fteal or co- | 
jet a Metal, which for its Bulk was not ealy hu.) 
tobe hid, nor for irs Beauty very defirable, | 
deing every where common in the Veins of the 

 £ WExrth and ferv'd only as a Method of Barter 
and Commerce among themſelves, where the 
Inequaliry of Merchandiſes entangled their 4 

Traffick, and would not admit of a ready 
Exchange? | 4 
This took from them the Occaſion of Kt 
many unneceffary Arts at Home, and they Fi 
tad no Temptation ro travel abroad ; The 
Chief Deſign of their Lawgiver being t0 
Oo oblige 


— 
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- oblige them to ſpend moſt of their time in 
Religious and Philoſophical Exerciſes, and the 
reſt in preparing Neceſflaries' for humane $n 
ſtenance. They had no Need to buy any 
thing of Foreign Countries, or tro build Ships 
'For that End, who were bound to live con 
tent with the Natural Product of their own 
Fertile Country : For Luxury has nor as yet 
ſer Footing in that happy Rep:on, if we may 
' believe this Traveller, He ſays, they fee: 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth ; nc 
admitting any . Art or Employment whic| 
tends to ſnpertluity ; bur only ſuch: as ſerve 
the neceſlary Uſes of Life, wherein rhey ſhe 
an admirable Dexteriry and Skill. 

When they travel from one Town to an 
ther, which 1s very frequent, they never carr) 
any thing to defray their Charges by the Wa 
or when they arrive at their Journeys End 
All Entertainments of this Nature being tre: 
and reciprocal. Such is the Cuſtom of tht 
Country. 

They have no- Lawyers among them, 
if any Contention ariſe, 'ris preſently dete 
min'd by the Arbitration of rhe next Neg} 
bours, ro whole Sentence all ſubmit : Ever 
Man being willing ro' loſe ſomething of I . 
Right, rather chan diſturb the-Publick Ami 
and Peace. 

As to the manner of their Worſhip, theyar ,. 
Krict Obſervers of Puriry in waſhing, anoin 
ing, and ſhaving their Bodies. MN 

They have Temples alſo where they aſleny} 
. ble eyery Seventh Day, and having off « 

i! 


eo aA on vo 0, «A oo 
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up the Firſt-Fruits of the Earth, they fir 
down in the Courts, and Banquet together 
with Joy, whilſt the Pr:e/ts entertaim rtheny 
with excellent Muſick, and Songs, in Praiſe 
of God and his Yorks, To this End the 
conf Conrrsof their Temples are made very large, 
ownfl that they may contain ſo many diſtin&t Fa- 
ye} milies ; and ttately Pavillions are fer up, a- 
ma} dorn'd with the Boughs of Green Trees, 
feed with all manner of Flowers careleſly inter- 
nol mix'd. Bur amidſt all rheir Feaſting they 
hi are nor permitted to taſte of Fleſh, They eat 
ed only the Fruits of the Earth with Milk, 
hewfl Honey and Oyl. And their common Drink 
is Water and Wine. 

anc Ar the Age of Sixtcen Years, every Man is 
2:7 bound to rake the following Oath : 

Va « Tiweat that I will adore but One God, 
ni © who brought our Fathers our of Ez yt, 
fre © and has conducted us by a Myſterious Path 

hy © ro this Land of Promiſe. I will Religi- 
* ouſly ſerve him all my Lite, for that he has 

** vouchſafed to plant me in the Family of his 

* Ele&, and not either of the Two Tribes 

* who were left behind in the Land of De- 

* luſions. T will do Juſtly ro all Men, net- 

* ther will I voluntarily hurt or kill anp 

* Living Creature, unleſs ir be in my own 

* Defence, I will not taſte of rhe Fleſh of 

af © any Animal, but in all things obierye tha 

* Abſtinence commanded by Allah ro Meſes 

* on the Mount, I will Religiouſly obey 

* my Prince, to my laſt Breath, aad rather 
© be torn in Pieces by wild Beaſts than b& 
OT O 2 «* tray 
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"© tray him, or conſent ro betray him to ano- 
* ther : For he is the Vice-Roy of Ged..'] 
* will never conceal my Knowledge of any 
'* Conſpiracy . againſt him, cr my Country, 
*© neither. will I diſcover his Secrets to any, 
k if ir ſhould ever be my Honour to know 
* them, I will obſerve the Traditions of my 
* Fathers, and reach the fame and no other 
*.to. my Poſterity, In fine, I will in all 
ba . . . 
* things obey the Laws. of this Sacred Kiny- 
* dom, this Region of Peace, this Garden of 
% Bliſs. All this I folemily fwear by the 
* Firſt Father of Light, and by Nothing the 
'* Profound MH/omb of Darkneſs, and by Si- 
** lence the Companion of that Depth which 
2 no Created Beznp can fathom, whichis the 
« ſame as if Iſhould wiſh my ſelf annihilat 
* ed, if I violate this Oath in the leaſt 
* -Point, - 

Theſe are all the Terms 6f the Oath, that 
I candiſtinc&tly remember, whith There inſert 
r0 ſhew thee what Opinion theſe People have 
- of the Law which was given ro Moſes on the 
Mount, and how they rejet the Two Tribe: 
thar were left in Paleſtine, and eſteem of that 
.. Country bur as the Land of Deluſions ;- account 
ing their own Country the Region of Premiſe, 
and themſelves the Ele& of Ged. 

One would think, that theſe were the Ps 
ferity of the Ten Tribes thar were carried 
away Caprives by Salmanaſar King of 4/ 
ſyria., And this was allo the Opinion of that 
Wanderer, who told me, that both thei 
Pentateuch was different from yours; and the 


Language 
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Language wherein it is written. For he ſaid, 
it was rather a Dialect of Arabick , in which 
Language thou know'ft God wrote the Ten 
Commandments on the Two Tables : Among 
wich one 1s, Thou ſha!t not Kill. This Pro- 
hibition they ſay, extends to all Living Cre:« 
tures, tho' your Dofors interpret it as only 
reaching _ t9 Men, and ſo do the Chriſtians. 
But the Muſſulmans interpret it thus, Th 
ſnalt neither kill Man nor Beaſt without Rea- 
ſom. By which Clauſe, the Beaſts are privi- 
ledg'd from the. wanron Cruelry of Men, 
who otherwiſe would murder them only ro 
make Sport ; yer wicked Mex are not ex- 
empred- from a violent Death, as a Puniſt- 
ment of their Crimes. 

This Traveller ſays alſo, that the Prop!t of 
tnar Country are (0 healthy that they gene- 
rally live nll they are a Hundred and Twecn. 
ty Years old, which is almoſt rwice the Age 
of other Mortals. . This he aſcribes to rheir 
exquifire Temperance and Moderation in all 
things, as alſo to'the Drynels of the Soil, and 
to the Force of certain Winds, which con- 
tinually ſweep the.Air of this delectable Regi- 
on, and purge it of all hurtful Qualiries. 

If ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, 


he will acquaint thee with a great many 


more delighrful Paſſages, which ir would be 
t00 redious for me to inſert in a Letter, Be- 
lides, my Memory is treacherous, and I of- 
ten forget thoſe things at one time, which I 
remember at another : Bur if thou art ſol- 
licirous to hear more, I will oblige thee with 

QO. 3 al 


294 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. 


all thar I can call ro mind of this Traveler in 
another Lerter, 

In the mean time, make a right Uſe of 
theſe Hints, and weigh one thing with ano. 
ther ; examine all rhings withour Prejudice 
or Partiality. Truſt no Man's Reaſon bur thy 
own in Marttersof a diſpurable Nature, fince 
thou haſt as much right ro decide the Con- 
rroverſy, as any Man. And thus thou wil: 
never become a Bankrupt in Relzpgion, 


Paris, the ah. of the iſt, Moon, 
of the Tear 1668 


LET- 


© ry c&0) it => wo 
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LETTER V. 


To Mohammed Hadeg!i , Dervich. 
Eremit of Mount Uriel 7» Ara- 
bia, the Happy. 


A® I rhink, this is the laſt of my Hours in 

this World, and the Firſt of a New Life, 
which I ſhall commence in Immortality. I 
perceive, "Thar the Fatal Period, the Moment 
of Tranſmigration, ſer by Deſtiny, -is approach- 
ing. The Crafis of my Blood is diflolving a- - 
pace, my $przt haſtens to ger looſe from theſe 
Mortal Chains : I feel zny Soul trying and ' 
ſtretching her Wings, preparing to take her 
Ecernal Flight to the Region aflign'd her by 
God and Nature. : 

I have nor Preſumption enough to hope for 
Paradiſe, nor am I fo abandon'd to Deſpair 
as ro conclude I ſhall go ro Hell. I rather be- - 
lieve, Aaraf, or the Place of Priſons, will be 
my Portion ; in Regard1I fear the Evils which 
I have been guilty of, are not over-balanc'd 
by my Good Actions. "Tis well if Verrue- 
has counterpois'd Vice in the Courſe of this 
Mortal Life. However, I am refign'd, and 
commit my ſelf ro the Indulgent Creator of all 
Things, who will not fail rodiſpale of me ac- 
cording to the Qrder which he has eſtabliſh'd 
In the Univerſe, 


Q. 4 Me. 
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Merhinks were I even in Hel, T cou'd not 


forbear praiſing that Fourt9/% of all Thing, 


I wou'd teachthe Devils and Damn'd a new 
Leſſon of Patience and Contenr:dneſs, of 
Humility and Devorion, of Generofiry and 
Love, amidt their Tremendous Torments, 
I wou'd ſurvey with an Indifference becom- 
ing a True Believer, the Horrid Abyſs, with 
all its dreadful Vaults. and Apartments. I 
wou'd confider the Wonderful Architecture 
of thoſe Infernal Prifors, the inexpugnable 
Strength of the Walls; their Prodigious 
Thickneſs and unmoveable Faſtneſs; I wou'd 
contemplare every Thing with the Reaſon 
of a Philoſopher, and the Piety of a Muſſul. 
man, not giving my elf up to the Paſſions of 
a Fool, and an Infidel. 

All this I imagine were eaſy ro perform 
in thoſe Faral Caverns and much more, but 
God knows how the Experience of ſuch an 
Intolerable Anguiſh and Reſtraint; might al- 
tera Man's Mind. 

However, I find it Medicinal to think of 
the laſt and worſt Things, to be always pre- 
par'd for Death, and whatſoever ſhall fol- 
low it ; For, Surprizes are apt to unman us, 
and plunder us of our Reaſon, I was in 
the Heighth of a violent Fever, when I be- 
gan this Letrer,; yer now 'tis abated, and [ 
palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health 
and Lite. This is owing, in my Judgment, 
ro- the real Belief I had, that my laſt 
Hour was come, which I have ſo. long ex 
pected, And I cou'd almoſt perſwade of 
CU 


ſelf, Thar I ſhall diſperſe a Thouſand Mas 
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ladies, recover out of the moſt dangerous 
Paroxyſms, and prolong my Days to Old 
Age, by the mere Force of theſe Contera- 
plations. ba 

My Faith in this Point is grounded on Ex- 
_ For, I have often four, Thar to 

arm'd againſt Calamities with an eve: 
Mind , is either a ſure Way to avoid them, 
or at leaſt ro protraCt the Seaſon of their Ar- 
rival. And, 1f there were nothing elle in'r, 
bur -the rendring 'em more eaſy when they 
come, *rwere worth any Man's Pains to try | 
the Experiment. 

Doubtlefs there 1s no Terrour in Dearth, 
vat What the vain Opinion of Men creatcs.- 
Tis as pleaſant for a Thinking Man to dic 
25 to live, 1f ir be only for this Reaſon, that 
in his Paſſage from the Life he has lead be- 
fore, he ſhall not have bare naked TIdea's for 
bis Contemplation ; bur Matter of Fact, and 
the moſt Important, that ever employ'd the 
Souls of Men. 

O Admirable Sylvan , conſider with thy 
ſelf, whether it will not be highly grateful 
to thy Ianguiſhing Soul, when thou ſhalr 
perceive demonſtratively , by the Infallible 
Enthymems's. of - thy: trembling Pulſe , thar 
thou art juſt ready to be releas'd from the de- 
ceitful Sophiſtry of Humane Life! Thar thou 
art near eſcaping from a narrow Cage to be 
upon the Wing art large, to fly into the 
Ample Fields of Beauty, Light and End- 
leſs Happineſs ; Reflect 2!f9 -ar the {ame 

0 | 


Pl. % 
f-%y 


tt 
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Time, O Holy Eremzze, that I ſhou'd think 
it no Pain to be freed from my Confinement 
to a ſtinking Neſt of Infidels. 

Bur why ſhou'd I give them that Re. 
— Epither, when for ought I know, 

am a greer Infidel! my ſelf ? "Tis true in. 
deed, I am of the Lineage of Ibrahim, Iſmael, 
and the Holy Race; I bear in my Body the 


HM tr =, tt $3 © 


- 
— 


Seas of a Divine League or Covenant be. 
tween God and Man ; I was circumcis'd in 
due Time, and gave Supreme Glory to One 2 
God, and Honour to Mabomet his Meſſer- p 
ger, I pronounc'd the Seven Myſterio & 
Words, whoſe Sound excites the Harmoy 

of the Spheres, ſets the Angels a dancing, n 
puts all Nature into Motion, and makes 
the Devil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our ' 
Holy Doftors teach , the very Breath with I © 
which that Sacred Confeſſion is urter'd, blov s 
the Aſhes of Hel! into the Eyes of the y 
Damn'd, and ſtrikes *em blind. In a Word, r 
I have faſted, pray'd, given Alms, and per- o 


form'd all the External Duties of a Tri 
Believer, yer I have Reaſon to fear, that D. 
the beſt of my pious Attions. are nor ſuffi. | * 
cient to cancel my Sins. My Practice runs 
counter ro my. Faith, there ſeems ro be a 
double Spirir in, me, one inclining me to 
Good; and: rhe other forcing m2 to Evil. 
For, whilſt I really. in my Heart believe the 
Alcoran and: obey Mahomet, our Holy Laws 
grver, T am compell'd ro deny both, ro pro- 
teſs the Life and Manners of a Nazarene, '9 


gounterfeir an Infidel, and do a Thoulas 
et 
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other ill things, ro pleaſe the Grand Signior 
and his Slaves Thus I play faſt and looſe 
with God Almighty 3 and turn Religion into 
Croſs Purpoſes. Yet Heaven knows, and I ob- 
teſt all the Elements ro Witneſs, that I wou'd 
fain be Innocent, and live in unblemiſh'd Ver- 
rue : Bur the Fatal Neceſſities I lie under, 
conſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe of Vice, 
Which makes me ſometimes cry out in the 
Agonies of my Soul, O God ! I pray thee, ei- 
ther to alter my Circumſtances, and reform my 
Nature, or make new Laws more eaſy to be 
14 . 

Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with - 
my imporrunare Complaints; and remember 
that rhough thou arr as an Ange! for thy Per- 
ſections, yer Mabmut is but a Man, ſubject 
toa Thouſand Frailties.  Piry him and conri- 
nue ro afford him rhy Sage Counſel ; reſt alſo . 
affur'd, rhar amonglt all his Infirmities, he 
fill retains an Inviolable Aﬀection, and - 
Duriful Regard for rhe Tenant of God's Pros. .- 


C pner, 


Paris, 22d. of the 2d. Moon, 
of the Year 16866, 


LET TER 
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LETTER VI. 


TotheKaimacham. 


, [ 'Hou mazyſt report it to the Divan for a ' 


Certainry, T har Mirammud the Son of 
the Xariph of Salle, is taken Priſoner by the 
French, Thar bold Yourh has long rov'd the 
Seas uncontrouV'd ; has done many Injuriesto 
the Chriſtians, hIl'd Salle with Slaves : Now 


he himſelf is become a Captive. Such is the | 


Fortune of War by Sea and Land ; to Day 


Triumphant and Victorious, to: Morrow Van- 


quiſh'd and in Chains. 

Yer he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, 
having bravely defended his Veſſel, and 
ſtrew'd the Decks with flaughter'd French ; 
till overpower'd with Numbers, he was 
compelld ro- yield. His Enemies extol his 
Courage , and the Greatneſs of his Mind, 
which would not fink under the Preſſure of 
this Misforrune. He ſeem'd ro have the 
Command of himſelf, ( which © is- the moſt 
Glorious Victory) and ſuffer'd not his Free- 
born Soul, to be led Captive by his Paſſions ; 
bur behav'd himſelf with ſuch an even Tem- 
per, as placd him above the Piry of his 
Enemies, and rather made him the Subject 
of their Emulation. He is brought to the 
Conrt, where he is cntertain'd as a Gueſt, 
rathef 
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rather than as a Priſoner : Being invited. to 


their Banquets, Masks, Plays, and other Dis. 


J yertiſements. Neither is he debarr'd the 


Privilege of Hunting, which miglit. giye him 


J the faireſt Opportunity ro _ Bur he is... 
J ignorant of rhe Language of this 


g Country ; 
and few of rhe French underſtand Moreſco.: 


J $o thar it is almoſt impoſſible for him ro make 
J any Party, or conſult his Flight, unleſs the 


King's Interpreter ſhould affift him. Beſides, 
the French have a higher Opinion of his Ge- 
neroſity, than to apprehend ſuck an Ingrareful 
Rerurn of the Royal! Uſage he.finds in this 
Court. 

As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made 


J himſelf known ro this Brave Captive. Bur 


if the Miniſters of the ,Divan ſhall think-r 
the Intereſt or Honour of the Sublime Port 
to engage in this Aﬀair, I want bur a 
Commiſſion to ſet Mirammud ſafe aſhore in 
Africh, 

I will not hazard any - thing-in an Afair 
of this Importance, withour an Order. 
from my. Superiours. When their Pleaſure 
is once known, the Execution ſhall be 
{wift., I wair for thy Commands, as for 
a Decree of Deſtiny, which cannot be re- 
peal'd, 

The God of our Fathers, who multi ly 
the Seed of Iſmael as the Graſs of the 
Field, and gave them the Sovereignty over. 
many Nations ; grant that the Sublime Port, 
which is the Nurfery of the. Faithful, may 
always 
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always take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance 


the Intereſt of the Muſſulman Empire, 


Paris, t4th: of the 3d. Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 


LETTER VI. 


To Hamel . Muladdin, Xariph of | 


Salle. 


HY Son is no longer - a Captive, but a 

Conquerour : His firſt Appearance be- | 
fore the Ladies of this Court was an Equi- 
valent to his Ranſom. He is like ro do thee 


greater Service by his Chains, than when he 
rang d the Seas. His Beauty may do more 
Miſchicf in France, than all thy Ships of War; 
fince it has already creatcd ſuch Rivalſhips 
and Factions among the Fair Sex, as engages 
the French Gallants on many unhappy Ren- 
counters ; and in a little time it will be diffi- 
culr for the Interrciſed Sparks, ro meer and 
part with unſheath'd Swords. Libels and 
Panegyricks, divide the Studies of the Wits; 
while one flatrers, another Lampoons the A- 
morous Females ; and Mirammud the Illus 
firious Slave, 1s all the Talk. In a word, he 
tinds Royal Ulage, having the Liberty of the 
Court; 


Court ; and all are pleas'd with his graceful 
Deportment, and undiſguiz'd Converſation, 
Every one affects his Company, and he has 
J the Fate of Princes, Never ts be alone, His 
J Skill in riding, and throwing the Lance, has 
J cnflam'd the Noble Youth with Martial E- 
J mularions: They eſteem Mirammud the moſt 
accompliſh'd Perſon of this Age. 
3 Canſt thou now repine at thy Son's Glori. 
ous Thraldom ? A Captivity, thar loads him 
with ſo many Honours? Thar lays his Con- 
querours at his Feet? And ſubdues all Hearts 
J '0 his Matchleſs Perfections? His Followers 


J find Friendſhip among the Infidels for his ſake : 


Twere to be wiſh'd, that equal Humanity 

I were ſhew'd to the wes er $laves in Barbary. 
' & 1 rell thee, thy Son is fo admir'd and loy'd, 
that all thy Treaſure will not redeem him. 
The French are generous, and ſcorn to ſell the 
Brave for Gold; They will ſooner give thee 
thy Son again, expecting from his Gratirude, 
a Recompence ſurpatling the Value of Mony ; 
that is, an Inviolable obſerving the Conditions 
of Peace, which they ſay, thou haſt fo often 
broke. Thy Embaſſadors are expected here,ro 
conſummate a laſting Friendſhip. When that 
is done, thou wilt quickly fee rhy Son re- 
turn , atrended by a numerous train of 
French, who have vow'd to follow his 
Fortune through the World, fo long as 
he. draws not- his Cymetar againit rheir 
King. 

I have diſparch'd an Account of this Ad- 
vergure to the Kaimacham, that ſo the —_ 
ine 
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lime Port, which gives the Law ro all the 
Kings on the Earth, may intereſs it ſelf on 
thy Behalf: The French ſeem-ro have a pro- 
found Attach ro rhe Ottoman Empire : Whe- 
ther it proceeds nor more from Fear, and the 0 
Principles of Policy; than from any real LoveY' ® 
te the Myſſulmans, I will not determine, They 
ſpeak reverently of the Grand Signior, covet} + 
his Friendſhip, and applaud the Victorious! 
Enterprizes of the True Believers. Indeed they, , 
are Naturally a Martial People, and honour [I 
all Men of brave Spirits and daring Reſo. 
lations. They have this particular Reaſon 
alſo to bear Friendſhip. to the Invincible Of: 
ans, becauſe . we. are almoſt continually in 
Wars with . the Houſe of Auſtria, the Old 
Enemy of France. The Germans are wont 
ro ſay, That the. Dragons Head and Tail are 
in Conjunttion, when the Turks and the French 
invade the Empire at the fame time. Thee 
are numbred among the Con? :!ati711s by Aſtre- 
logers, tO which the Germans allude in this 
Proverb ; being ever Jealous of iome pri- 
vate Treaty between the Sultan. and the French 
Court. ; 

Ged, who is the Wiſeſt of the Aſc/?, in- 
ſiruct rhee ro adjuſt thy Differences Happily 
with this Noble Nation, that ſo thou mayit 
fee thy Son again in Peace at Sac, 


Paris, -the. 14th. of the 3d, Moon, .. 
of the tear 1666, 
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> LETTER VII. 


$0 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, *Ma- 
yi fter of the Cuſtoms at Conſtan- 
IF tinople, p 


7 [JPon my Word, thy Letter came in a Cri- 
tical Hour,to prevent, for ought I know, 
nore Miſchief rhan could have been repair'd 
F yain all the Days of my Life, I have bur 
ſt raken my Eyes off from it, and fer Pen ro 
14 Yfeper, to expreſs my Thanks ro thee for the 
Care thou rak'ſt of thy Exil'd Brother ; for 
re ve Poſt goes this Night, and I have appoints 
ed ro meet Elrachim the Few with ſome - Ar- 
G Yn:nians within theſe few Minutes. Ir had 
{en an Unfortunate Meeting for me, had 
is "ot thy Diſpatch come 1o opporrunely to give 
i. ("e Warning of our Couſin Solymar's Perhdy : 
< Yor theſe Furr'd-Caps are his Spies and Conti-. 
— ents. The Back-Blows of Tagot, Negidber, 
1 (£4"d the Great Devz/, be upon him and them. 
What have I done to that Ungrateful Vil. 
an, to merit faich ill Offices from him? Bur 
n thee be the Mercies of God, the Favours: 
dt his Prophet, and the Benedictions of all 
zood Men and Angels : For thou art to'me 
as one of the Watchers above, more than a- 
brother : Thou art the Tutelar Genius of 
ny Lite, my. good Demon. in time of Dai»-. 


6: We - 


g - 
[ 
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We had deſign'd this Evening for a pri- 
vate Banquer of Wine, which, thou know- 
eſt, dilates the Hearrs of Mortals, un- 
locks Secrets, and makes the moſt re. Wn 
fery'd Man in the World roo Talkarive and'Þ I 
Open. erh 

I keep as great - a Guard upon my: 
Tongue, perhaps, as another ; bur God fe. 
knows how far I might have. been tempted D 
by ſuch good Company. to ler it-looſe for tor 
the ſake of Diſcourle : For theſe Fellows are 
ſofr as the Air in their Addreſs and Con- 
verlation ; they appear as Innocent as San 
zones ; fincere as Hadgi's; Loyal and Court! 
ly as the Pages of the Seraz/P. They would 
wheedle Ninery Nine of - Argus's Eyes out| 
- his Head Aucceffively , bees he milsd 

ne. 

They- came -firſt tro Pars, as Merchants; 
and no doubt, but Solyman had given em 
Iaftructions how ro- infinuare into Elia 
chim's Acquainrance, and ſo by Degrees 1n- 
to - mine, For that honeſt Few trades 
with People of- all Nations - and Chara: 
Cters, 

However it be, I'remember, the very 
Words which thou inſerreſt in thy Letter, 
were ſpoken by me in Company with theſe 
Infidels.” Bur I ſhall find a way to be even 
with - them,. and Solyman too, before they! 
dream of it. 

In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if 
ever it ſhall be thy Misfortune to be in the 


like Peril ; Deſtiny or Chance, Prout or 
att 


ne 


11S 


"g 
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4e may raiſe ſome Friend to give thee a 
zntion 3 and that thou may'ft not with 
he Unhappy Ceſar, neglect ro read it in 


|! . 


I'm now going to encounter theſe Giafers 3 
erhaps TI ſhall carch 'em in thetr own 
ares, If nor, I'll ſecure they ſhall nor catch 


[\of 
Dear Peſteli, may thy Soul repole under the 
rorection of God. 


ris, 1ſt. of the 5th. Moon, 
o the Tear 1666, 
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LETTER IX. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


T0 whom ſhould I complain in my Ad 

verſity, bur ro my Friend-? I have bee! 
more embaraſs'd within theſe T'wo Mov 
than through - all the former Courle of m 
Life. Troubles of- divers kinds throng ii 
upon me. Iſeem like a Buet or Mark where 
at every Species of Misfortune, like a $ki 
ful Archer, directs-rhe Faral Arrows of it 
Malice. I'am near overwhelm'd with Ca 
lamities. Heaven and Earth are ſer again!Y},c. 
me, and all the Elements conſpire my; , 
Ruin. Yet no Perſecution appears (o teri}, 
ble as thar of Men, nor any Affliction |Yj., 
poignant as that which proceeds from thi 
Ingratitude and Perfidy of my own Count) 
Men, Perlons related ro me by Blood. 

Age and much Sicknels have confin'd mi 
to my Bed for a conſiderable time, which 1 
no {mall Alloy ro Haman Happineſs. Bu ; 
ro render me perfectly miſerable, the Minj 
ſteers of the Port are angry with me for be 
ing Old and Infirm, and for not continuing 
ro ſerve the Grand Signior, with the ſam 
Vigour and Strength as formerly : Elſe wha 
mean the frequent Reproaches they ſend me} 
whilſt I am not in a Condition to anlwe,. 
them, - or , make an Apology for. wy. (elf Il. po 

"#) (] 
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Vould they have me Immortal, and Proof 
zgainſt the ſtrokes of Deſtiny and Death, 
hich thou know'ſt are 'Unavyoidable 2 
Whilſt I were in my Prime, *Healthy and 
irong as an Eagle, they encourag'd me with 
he faireſt Promiſes in the World, telling me 
[ſhould never want for Mony, or the Pro- 
z&tion of the Grand Signior. Yeteven then 
Al receiv'd not my Pexfion-withour Murmurs 
ind obſcure Menaces. So hard a thing is it 
"Wor Courtiers to be rouch'd with any Man's 
K\eccefſiries. Bur now they-threaten plainly 
v ſtop all farther Supplies, unleſs I will 
Errow Young again, and do Buſineſs as brisk- 
Fj as when I'd number'd bur Thirty Sum- 
"Yners, Thus they ſerve poor Mahmut, as we 
e Oranges and Limons, whoſe vital Spi- 
it when we have ſuck'd out, we throw the 
reſt away as unprofitable. Yer not one of 
hem will contribure in the leaſt ro my Reco- 
Wiery. -Only the generous Cara Hals, -our 
loved Friend, hearing of my Malady, ſenr 
me a ſtrange Chymical Liquor, with the Ce- 


\"Mirbrared Confe#ion E! Razi, ſome Bezoar , 


and the moſt precious Ba/m of Gilead: All 
"Wrepar'd to my Hand, with Directions, and 
eal'd with an Authentick Sgner. 

Theſe indeed had a marvellous Operati- 


un. on me. I tried them bur Yeſterday, and 


Wind my ſelf ſuddenly reſtor'd ro ſome De- 
Wrees of Health, as by a Miracle. Whe- 
"Wicr ir be the vaſt Eſteem I have for thar 
xcellent Phyſician, with the Confidence 1 
poſe in his Skill and Judgment, has had 

{ne 
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fome Influence on me, or whar elſe I knor 
not ; ( yer, we uſe to obſerve, that the Par « 
ent's good Opinion of his Phyſicians is half & c 
Cure : ) However, theſe Sovereign Med 
cines have inſpir'd me with a new Energyll $ 
And had I not other AMictions ro breaf: 
my Hearr, I cou'd almoſt promiſe my (elf hi 
to reach the Age of Neſtor. But my Unforfo 
tunate Stars will have it otherwiſe, and I af i; 
reſign'd ro Deſtiny. B 
Thou know'ſt my Couſin So/yman, thifl Y 
Turbant-Maker, and art no Stranger to h{© ne 

Humours and Fortune : What an unſetle 
Man he has been in the. whole Courſe ll {1 
his Life : Thar no Employment cou'd eve] Ex 
leaſe him, nor he be long fix'd in an 0! 
lace. How he has rambl'd from Conſta 
tinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalced: 
&c. Always murmuring againſt Heav 
and complaining of his hard Fate, in th: 
he was no: bred a Courrtier, a Studenr, a So 
dier or any Thing bur whar he really i 
Thou art acquainted alſo with ſome of | 
Religious Caprices, how he is addicted 
ving the Beok , making the Triple Kyot, at 
to a Thouſand other fooliſh Superſtition 
by which whillit he aſpires at the Charact: 
of a Sage, or a Cunning Man, he rends 
himſelf more Contemprible than an Ideot 
forfeiting the Eſteem of all wiſe and goo« 
Men, for the Sake of a little Fame ani 
noiſy Character among the Empty, Gidd 
Multirude = 
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Bur after all, I believe thou art wholly a 
Stranger to his Secrer Malice, and the Ran- 
cour with which he perſecured me, his 
Exil'd Uncle. -I my ſelf was deceiv'd by the 
Subtle Apology he made ſome Years ago for 
the Slanders his Tongue had utter'd -; when 
he transferr'd all rhe Guilr of thar*Injury 
on Shaſhim Iſtham, the Black *Eunuch, and 
lchings Cap Oglani, Maſter © of the 'Pages. 
But now I'm convinc'd he's a Traytor, a 
Villain, and- a-Fellow ' void of Faith or Ho- 


I receiv'd a 'Letrer from him within theſe 
ſeven Days, full of Tender and {Infinuarting 


J Expreflions, thanking me for all-the "good 
Offices I had - done him, and for'my ſeaſon» 


able - Counſel in ſeveral *Caſes. Profeflin 
alſo at ' rhe ſame time an Inviolable Friend. 
ſhip, and thatihe would make it his Study 
to do me ſome Effectual Service. Yet the 
next Poſt 'brought me a Diſpatch from my 
Brother Peſteli- Hali, wherein he 'bids me 
beware of Solyman ; aſluring me that he had 
7 ery to ſuſpect, that Couſin of mine 
ad ſome ill Deſign upon me. This ts cer- 
tain fays my Brother, Solyman boaſts to his 
Familiars not without ſome Inſult, that there 
is not a Word or Action eſcapes his Uncle 
Mahmut at Pars, but he is toon inform'd 


gf of it at Conſtantinople. And that which 
W confirms me in the lame Jealouſy with Pe- 


ftels is, That he inſerts in his Letter ro me, 
lome Paſſages and Diſcourſes Verbatim , 
Which I muſt needs own to haye been be- 
tween 
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tween me and El:achim the Few, with two 
or three Armenian Merchants, in our moſt 
private Meetings at Elzachim's Houſe or myſtea 
Chamber. Theſe he learnt from ſome ofH-: 
Solyman's moſt Intimare Companions. ork 

Whar can I make of all this, bur thar theſe 

"Armenians are of Solyman's Council, his PriAPat 
wvado's, his Chronee's, &c. whom having B 
ſineſs of their own at Pars, that perfidior 
Wretch has engag'd to Pr into my Secret 
to give him a conſtant Account of what Di 
coveries they make, and if poſſible ro tre 
pan me into ſome Irrecoverable Error i 
my Conduct, that fo he may finally rui 
me. | 

O Mahomet ! What is become of the R 
verence due to thy Sacred Name, to th 
Law, and to the Book penn'd in Heaven 
Where is the rr rl Faith and Integri 
ty? The Religious Faſtneſs of Friendſhip 
with which our Fathers prop'd up one anc 
ther in the Service of God and the Empire 0 
True Believers ? Bur rhere is no need of ex 
claiming againſt Faith and Piety on this Ac 
count : Humane Nature ir ſelf is Reſpon 
ſible for the Baſeneſs and Ingratirude of m) 
Kinſman, He no longer deſerves the Ct 
rater ofa Man. I adviſe thee to ſhun his 
Company as a Peſt, a walking Contagion + the 
mong Morrals. 

In a word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and 
ſuffer our ſelyes ro be carried away by a val 
Piry or Tenderneſs for any Man, tho' he be 
the Son of a Mother's Siſter ; fince there 
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ewollno Truſt in Fleſh and Blood : But ler us 

noſYl:arn the Maxims of French H//dom, which 

-myBtcach Men to lay the Foundation of their own 

> @ eppings, in ſmiling at the Misfortunes of 
others, 


PriAParis, _ the 6th. Moon, 
B of the Tear 1666, 


Sr LETTER X. 


RY To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Em- 


pire. 


e ON DEſides the' General Charactersof Countries 
ex and the People Inhabiring there, ir is ne- 
AcY ceſlary for thee 10 be inform'd of Particular 
oY Emergencies, and ſuch Events, as deſerve a 
mY Place in the -Erernal Records of the Ottoman 
14 Monarchy, the Fifth -and Laſt in the World, 
15 That fo the Miniſters of the Auguſt Divan, 
n+ the deſtin'd Arbitrators of the Univerſe , 
Fudges of all Hwmane Affairs, and Counſellors 
d of the Great Sultan, may in the Sacred 
all Code, as in a Mirrour, behold whatever -hap- 
i pens in the diſtant Climates, worthy of Re- 
<Y mar E 
J== _*: After 
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After the Salurations, therefore, proceeding 
from profound Humilry, entire Reſpect, and 
wow 5 Friendſhip, know that a devouring 
Peſtilence has lately made a Fatal Decima- 
tion in the Engliſh Territories, eſpecially in 
London, the Capital City of that land, where 
above a Hundred Thouſand Souls,ftruck with 
Inviſible Darts from God, went off the Stage 
of Humane Life, in leſs than Six Moons Reyo- 
lution, 

The dire Contagion by Degrees ſpread far- 
ther through the * Adjacent Provinces, and 
reach'd the moſt remote and - ſolitary Cor- 
ners of the: Land :- Death ſer his Standard 
up, proclaiming Open War againſt the Inha- 
bitants; with flying. Troops of Morral Plaguez, 
he ravag'd or the I/le, filling all Parts with 
doleful Cries and - Lamentations : The Ce- 
meteries were not large enough to hold the 
Carcaſles of fuch as fell before the dreadful 
Conquerour : But open -Fields were* rurn'd 
ro Crnadchom and cramm'd with Spoils of 
. Humane Race: An :Univerſal Deſolation 
reignd : Death celebrated «Cruel Triumphs 
everywhere, | 

Such as -pretend to Aſtrology and hidden 
$otences, will have this to be an--Effect of 
the late Comet which appear'd - at the End 
of the Year 1664. whilit others attribute 
It to nearer Natura? Cauſes ; and ſome con- 
clude ir is a Judgment ſent from Heaven, 
on that Rebellious People, who a few Yeats 
before had involy'd the Nation in a Coil 
- Har, and barbarouſly Maſſacr'd their KY, 

c 
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God'only knows the Truth thar is conceal'd 


from Man. 

Thou mayſt Regiſter alſo, Thar the 
Dueen-Mother of France is newly dead, 
and' the Crook-back'd Prince of Contz. 
On which Account, this Coure is now 1 
Mourning , and the Churches bnng with 
Black, whilſt Melancholy Bells , perperu- 
ally invite the Living to pray for the 
deceaſed Roya! Souls ; and deep-baſs'd Ors 
gan Pipes breath our Inceffant dolefal A- 
{pirations, ſounding like Inarticulate Pray» 
ers, and Funeral Sighs, for the depar- 
ted, In this the Nazarenes approach near 
to the Faith of True Believers, They 
give Alms alſo, as we do, and ſettle Stg- 
pends on certain Prieſts and Derviches , 
to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead ; 
which is an evident Sign, Thar they have 
Hopes of Immortality, ard look for the 

fon Doubtleſs, uere's fomething 
Good at the Bottom of all Religions , rho' 
it be overlaid with Errors ui Corrupti- 
ons. 

God dire us through the Meanders, 
which Humane Frailry involyes us in; 
and grant every Muſſulman a Particue 
lar Chart and Compaſs, whereby ta 
ſteer his Courſe through the uncertain 
Trats of Mortal Life; that he may 
at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. For we ſhall 
- find the Way thither by Generat 

ules, 


Pz Illuftrious 
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; Hlluſtrious: Hamet,. I pray that thou and I 
may art a deſtin'd Hour, encounter-one ano- 
ther in the Halls of Eden, there to con- 
. verſe under;;:Immortal Shades near to ſome 
. warbling'>Stream of matchleſs Wine or Wa. 
xer ;.ta revolye our - paſt Fatigues on Earth, 
and ro careſs our ſelves in the Security of End- 


beſt Bliſs. 


i Paris, 1 5th. of the 7th, Moon, 
of the Near 1666. 
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LETTER XI. 


To 'Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
Vienna. 


Hou 'and thy feigned Meſſias be damn'd 
together for Company ! Muſt I be 
baulkr of my Money, for the Sake of your 
New Superſtition ® How © many Meſſias's 
have ye had, Twenty Five ar leaft, beiides 
the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg'd and 
blels'd for ever ? Muſt all the World be 
bubbl'd ro Erernity by the Fables of your 
Nation ? Curſe upon your Rabbi's and Co- 
chams, thoſe Pimps ro the more Religious 
Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I rook 
thee for another Manner of Man. However, 
if thou art a Sworn Servant toSavbati Sevi. 
the new Sham-King of the Fews, I have no- 
thing ro ſay to it: Doas thou wilt. Bur. 
I dare be a Prophe? ſo far as to tell thee, 
thou wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, with 
the Reſt of the Fools, thy Bigotred Bre- 
thren, Let whar will be, ir behoves thee as 
an honeſt Man to tranſmit rhe-Bil!s thar are 
entruſted ro thee. Whether Sabbati Sevs, 
Ben Faſeph or Ben David be the Name of - 
your expected Meſſias, I wou'd nor have 
Ben Sada; degenerate, Continue thou Faith- -- 
P 2. ful 4 
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ful, and the few others that are entruſted 
with the Sublime Affairs; and ler all the 
Reit of the Common Fews go to Gehenna, or 
to the Vale of Tophet, which you pleaſe. Bur 
1 wou'd fain have thee in rhe Number of 
the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Paradiſe, 
Some of thy Letters have encourag'd me to 
hope for this, bur thy laſt makes me almoſt 
deſpair of ſeeing thee happy either in Thi; 
World or the Next : For, thou writeft like 
one in- a Phrenſy, raving on Chimera's of 
ſtrange Honour, Glory and Power which 
thou ſhalr ſhortly enjoy in the Kzngdom of 
thy Phantaſtich Meſſi 3 thou art already a 
Prince in thy own Conceirt. 

For God's Sake, Nathan, wean thy ſelf 
from theſe Religious Fondnefles : Awaken 
thy Reaſon, which is the diſtinguiſhnig Cha- 
racter of a Man, Examine the Grounds of 
this New Deluſion ; ſearch into the Birth and 
Origin of Sabbati Sewi, and thou wilt find 
him to deſcend of an Obſcure and Baſe Pa- 
rentage ; his Father being but a Kind of 
Mungrel Few, and by Profeflion an T//urer, 
which 1s forbid by the H/itten Law of Mc 
ſes, and in the Great Alcoran it is account- 
ed Execrable : His Mother a Woman of the 
Curds, ſuſpefted for a Witch, in Regard, 
moſt of that Infidel Nation praQtiſe Magick 
Arts, and Diabolical Charms; And 'ris not 
altogether improbable, rhar your Counter- 
feir Meſſias was educated privately by her 
in the ſame Studies, whence he learn'd the 

| Methods 
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Methods of Enchantments and Illuſions, to - 
deceive the Senſes and impoſe on the Reaſon 
of Mankind. 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are 
more Eyes on him and his Actions, than 
he is aware of ; and I my *ſelf at this Di- 
ſtance have receiv'd a particular Relation ot 
his Life, from ſuch as knew him a Youth art 
Smyrna, the Place of his Narivity, He is 
accus'd of many Vices and Extravagancecs + 
during his early Years, His Converſation - 
was wild and diflolute, being a noted Ina- 
morato or Stallion over-all thar City. For 
which and ſome-other Crimes, he was expel- 
led the Synagogue, and baniſh'd from Smyrna, 
by the Mutual Conſent of the Muſſulman 
Cadi, and your own Rulers, He was allo 
excommunicated by the Rabb:i's as a Here- 
tick, for broaching- certain Do#rins repug- 
nant to your- Law, and the General Faith 
of the Fews.. All which cannot bur- be a 
prevailing Recommendation of ' him - to the 
Office of Meſſias or King of Iſrael, : 

From hence he rambled up and down the 
Morea and: other Provinces of Greece, lea- - 
ving a Memorial of Infamy, where-ever he 
ſer his Foor ; continually marrying and di- 
vorcing of Wives, debauching of Virgins,and 
trequenting the. Company of Harlots, til 
thoſe Countries grew weary of him, and 
threatn'd to chaſtiſe his Wickedneſs. Then 
be paſs'd over into Syria and Paleſtine, be- 
ginning to ſer up for a Reformer 'of your 
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Law , and at Feruſalem openly profeſling 
himſelf ro. be rhe Meſſias ; whereby he drew 
a Rabble of Lunaricks and Frantick People 
afrer him. Bur as for the Seniors and Go- 
vernours, they have rejected him as an Impe- 
or. 

- Conſider, Nathan, the Fate thar befel Bey 
Cochab, as he call'd himſelf, that is, the Soy 
of a Star, who 'prerended to be the Meſſi 
in the Days of Adrian, Emperour of the Re- 
mans ; Reflect on the Calamiries which over- 
whelm'd him and his Followers, to the Num- 
ber of Four Hundred Thouſand Fews ; who 
all fell with their Falſe Prophet, Sacrifices to 
the juſt Revenge and Fury of thar Incensd 
Monarch : For they had impudently boaſted 
that by ſuch a prefix'd time; he ſhould be tak- 
en Captive and depos'd from his Throne by 
the Meſſias, "who ſhould aſſume the Imperial 
Dignity, and all the World ſhould obey him, 
Bur when thoſe who ſurviv'd the Slaughter of 
their Brethren, reflected on the Author of 
ſo Tragical a Cataſtrophe, they chang'd his 
Name in Contempr.and Hatred, calling him 
no longer Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, 
bur Bar Cuziba, the Son of a Lye, 
a Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of the Bre- 
thren. .. 

Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, 
to have no better Opinion of Sabbati Sevy, 
fince he is rejected by the Wiſer Sort of 
Jews, and has nor perform'd one Miracle 
in Confirmation of his pretended Meſſiar- 


ſhip, 
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ſrip. Neither has any uncommon or pre- 


ternatural Appearance happen'd before or 
fince he afſum'd this Dignity. Whereas all * 
your Rabb;'s teach, that no leſs than Ten E- 
minent and Remarkable Prodigies ſhall pre- 
cede the Coming of your Mefſias. And I re- 
member, thou rhy ſelf abour Ten Years ago ' 
fenteſt me a Letrer much ro rhe ſame Effect, 
telling me thar certain Monſtrous Sorts of - 
Men ſhould come from rhe Ends of the Earth, 
whoſe Eyes ſhall be as Venomous as Baſilisky, 
with a great many other Stories of- like Na- 
tare, 

Haft thou: forgot this, Nathan, or art 
thon fo far infatuated with the bold Im- 
poſtures of this Impudent Decezver, as for 
his. fake, to deny thy former Faith, re- 
verſe thy own Sentiments, and diſannu! - 
the Traditions of thy Dofors 2 For ſhame 
rowze up thy Intellectual Faculties, and 
ſuffer nor thy Reaſon co be lull'd a- 
ſleep by the Preftigions Umbrages and 
Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a Wrard, a 
Chear. 

Have but Patience ar leaft, rill © thor 
ſee rhofe Signs accompliſh'd wh ch are ro 
uſher in your Meſſi, before thou- give" -* 
up thy ſelf ro ſo dangerous a Credulity. * 
Let the Sub firſt emit thoſe Peſtilential 
Vapours, which ſhall kill a Million of the 
Koprim or Infidels every Day, as your Tra- 
ditions threaten. Ler that Luminary be alſo 
totally eclips'd -for the fpacs of Thirty -- 

P 3 | Days,- 
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Days. In a word, ler all the other Prodi. 
gies come to paſs, which rhou thy ſelf did 
once fo pafſionarely believe : And then I pro- 
miſe thee on the Word of a Muſſulman, thar ] 
will be thy Proſe/zte, and embrace thy Lay, 
and adore thy Meſſias; on condition, that 0- 
therwiſe thou wilt be my Convert, believe the 
Alcoran, and obey the Meſſenger of God, the 
Laſt and Seal of the Prophets, 


Paris, 1 th. of the gth, Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII 


To the Kaimacham. 


he 'Arh afraid the Divan will be yy ro 
ſend another Agent to Vienna, to ſupply 
the Place of Nathan Ben Saddi, who 1s 
running mad after the New Meſſias of the 
Fews, There is no doubt bur thou and the 
other Happy Miniſters, refiding at the Au- 
guſt Port, have heard of a certain Impoſtor at 
Smyrna, by Name. Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew - 
Race, who calls himſelf the Only __ Son 
of God, Meſſias and Redeemer of Iſrael ; 
and what Multirudes of doting Credulous 
Fews he draws after him. So-that there is 
a Schiſm broke our between them, and they 
aredivided into Two contrary Factions back 
in-Smyrna, and all over the Levant, Ic is im- 
poflible that theſe things ſhould be conceal- 
ed from the Reſplendent Seat of Fame, ſince + 
they have reachd even our Ears who dwelt 
at this Diſtance: Nay there is hardly a Pro- 
vince Or City in all rhe Feſt, which has not 
receiv'd Intelligence of ſo Remarkable a No- 
R velry. 

I have receiv'd a Diſpatch from Xeidi A- 
lamanzi at Venice, wherein he informs me, 
that all the Fews of Ttaly are preparing ro 
viſit the Holy Land, and to ſee the Face cf 
their long expected Meſſias, who they - now 

44 belieye 
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believe 1s really come on Earth, and is that - 


Sabbati Sevi, at Smyrna. They are ſettling 
. their Afﬀairs, as faſt as they can, acquiring 
themſelves from all Worldly Engagements, 
and thoſe who are devour, give: themſelves 


up to Prayer and Mortifications ; whilſt o« 


thers ſpend their time in Feaſting, Dancing, 
and all manner of Mirth. He'ſays,- ſome of 
them will fir or ftand up to the Noſe in Wa- 
ter, for Four ,and Twenty Hours - together, 
And. this-rhey do in Imitation of Adam's Pe- 
nance, . according ro their Tradition: For they 
are taught, thar rhe Firſt Father of, Mortals, 
after he was baniſh'd from Paradiſe, as a Pu- 
niſhmenrt for his Sin, ſtood a Hundred and 


Thirry Years together in Warer thus reach- . 


ing to his Noſtrils. . 

Others, of.thele Superſticious People, will 
fit,naked many Hours together on a Heap of 
Pifſmires, til] they're almoit, ſtung ro Death, 
A third Sort dig their own Graves, and-going 
dawn into.them,cauſerhemſfelves to be cover- 
ed all ayer with Earth,excepr only their Faces; 
and in this Cqndition, they will lie.cill.they arg 
almoſt famiſh'd.z ' | 


In the mean while, they ſend Circular Ler- . 


ters from all Parts,congratulating each others 
approaching Happineſs and Deliverance from 
the Oppretlion of the Gentz/es : For fo they 
term-,all that are not of their own. Nation, 
And in theſe mutual, Addrefles, . they fail not 
to Propheſy , Thar their, Me/ſias ſhall in ſuch 
a Moon, go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 
Iſmgelites, and Lord of all the Children of 


Moab 
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Moab and Eqdom ; ( So they blaſpheme- our 
Glorious Sultan.) Thar he ſhall depoſe him 
from his Throne, and lead him away Captive ; 
after which he-ſhall have--the* Dominions of 
the whole Earth laid at his Feet. -- 

With ſuch kind of wild Stuff, do theſe de- 


laded People” flatter- one- another and theme - 


ſelves, as if in a little rime they - were to be 
Lords of: all Things.- . So thas no Trading or 
Commerce goes forward among them : Af 
Univerſal Stop is pur to all Bulineſs ; it be- 
ing .eſteem'd..an Inexpiable Sin, ro follow 
their Trades in the Days of the Meſſias, who 
is to enrich them with the Wealth of all Ny:- 
07.8, 

Strange Rumours are ſpread abroad,of the 
Return of- the Ten Trik 
Sabbation, who. were carried away Captives 
by Salmanaſſaur King of .iſſyria, and never 
were heard of fince, till they now diſcourſe 
of; their being encamp'd .in the Deſare of 
Mount Sinai, 1n their March tothe Holy Land. 
'Tis reported alſo, thar a Mighty Fleer of 
Ships were ſeen at Sea, whoſe Sails were of $4- 
tin, and their Streamers bore the Figure of a 
Lyon, with this Inſcription, The Lyon of the 
Tribe of Fudah. / 

The —_ ſeem aſtoniſh'd ar thefe 
taings,-yert ſome look on 'em only as Dreams. 
As for honeſt Elzachim.here, he is no more 
moy'd at theſe things than I ; only he laughs 


at the Folly of rhe Credulous World, and - 


curſes the Fews, fas bringing ſuch Contempr 
on themſelves and. their Poſteriry, Bur Nas 
than 


es over the River - 
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than is like one Hag-ridden, or defil'd by the 
Lamie of the Night. He. has loſt all Rea. 
ſon, and 'rwill be no leſs than a Miracle that 
muſt reſtore it again, 

Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe Execrable Pe- 
ple thus loſe rhemſelves for the Sake of their 
Counterfeit Meſſias, let us continue to honour 
the True One, even Feſus the Son of Mary, 
who is now in Paradiſe, and our Holy Prophet 
with him, 


Paris, the 21ſt. of the 9th, Moo, 
of. the Year 1666, 
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LETTEK XIIE.. 
To Murat. Baſla.. 


THs has been” a Confiderable' Year of * 

Actions and Events. Ar the Beginning 
of it, Iſfent ro the Port an Account of the 
Death of rhe ®uzen-Mother of France, and : 
of the Prince Conti : now T-will far-- 
ther inform thee of a Far that is broke our 
berween this Crown. and "that -of England. 
The Occaſion of -it was this : The Engl: 
and the Hollanders trafficking + in America, 
had ſome Miſpnderſtandings and Feuds a- 
bour the Limits of rheir ſeveral Conqueſts 
in thoſe Remote Parts of the F/orld. The 
Hollanders being the ſtrongeſt, did many In- 
juries- ro their Neighbours the. Engliſh, and 
domineer'd over them as their Lords, The 
Engliſh reſenting this very heinouſly, and 
grown: weary of their Oppreſſions, ſent 
Complaints to their Kzvg. He to redreſs his 
Subjets order'd his Rehident art the Hapue, 
to demand Satisfaction of the S:ates, They 
refus'd.ro do him thar Juſtice ; upon which 
he was . reſolvd ro have Recourſe ro his 
Arms, and accordingly proclaim'd Mar a- 
gainſt Holland; making- all neceſlary Prepa- 
rations to carry it on, The fame did his 
Adverſaries. The French King in the mean 
time was oblig'd by a Treaty with the Ho!» 
landers 
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landers concluded in the Year 1662. to e« 
ſpouſe their Quarrels ; yer that he might not 
break with Enpland raſhly, he firſt ſent an 
Embaſſador to that Court to mediate a 
Peace. Bur that proving- Ineffeftual, he 
proclaim'd 'a Far againſt that Nation, and 
commanded the Engliſh Embaſſador to de- 
part his Kingdom. The Duke of Beaufort, 
who is Admiral at Sea, was order'd to Equip 
a Gallant Fleet, and joyn the Dutch-Nany ; 
Which he perform'd with all Imaginable Di- 
ligence and Expedition. There has been 
Two Combars between theſe Enemies art Sea, 
and in.both the Dutch had the worſt of .it: 
Neither did the French eſcape without ſome 
Loſs, having Two-of their Greateſt Shins ſe- 
verely ſhatrer'd, and a Third. raken by the 
Engliſh. 

The Plague ſtill rages in England, and hos 
almoſt depopulared whole Provinces, Whillt 
a milder Death has robb'd France of one of 
her Greatelt Heroes : he Count d' Harcourt, 
of. whom I have often made mention, .1s gone 
w.celebrate the Triumphs due. to his Valour 
and Fortune in another. /F/orld. . 

'The Emperour of Germany has at laſt mar- 
ried the Infanta of Spain, after abundance of 
Demurrs and Helirations abour that Buſineſs, 
Theſe Nazzxenes can do nothing with Ex- 
pedition. The Spiritual Courts, as they call 
them, have more Tricks and Cramp Words 
to- amuze People with, than an. Indias 

. Mountebayk or Fuggler, Neither are Sove- 
reign Princzs more exempt from their Juril: 
diction, 
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diction, than the meaneſt of their Subjects. 
Eſpecially the Court of Roms, can make or 
annul' Marriages at Pleaſure. And they are 
ſure ro be Excommunicared, who refuſe to 
ſubmit ro their Orders. This Holy Court cam 
alſo bind or releaſe Sins, open or ſhut rhe 
Gates of Paradiſe, make a Devil a Saint, or 
a Saint a Devil. In a word, they can do e- 
very thing if there be Gold in the Caſe. Bur 
if that be wanting they can do nothing bur 
ſhrug their Shoulders. 

Thou mayit allo inform the Dz:van, that 
the French King has given Permiſſion to ſome 
of his SubjeRs, ro undertake a Conqueſt in 
America, and eſtabliſh a Commerce in thar 
Part of the Y/orld. Many Veſſels are equip- 
ped in Ordeggo this Expedition,and they that 
are concern'd in the Voyage, are as merry as 
Faſon and his Argonauts, when they were pre» 

ring to ferch the Golden Fleece from Ceclchog, 

hat Weſtern Continent affords immenſe 
Riches, and temptrs all the Nations in Eu- 
rope, to make an Experiment of their For- 
rune, in gaining one Part of it or other, 
"Twere ro be wiſh'd ir lay nearer to the Or- 
toman Empire. No Record can diſcover 
the Origin of the Inhabitants, Yer molt Au- 
thors conjecture, that they paſs'd over from 
the North-Eaſt Parts of Afia, where the 
Strezghts of Anian, are very Narrow, and 
would invite Sea-faring Men to ſeek New 
Adventures. Belides, b their being Cani- 


bals, it appears very probable, Thar either 
they , 
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they deſcended i from the Tartars, or the 
Tartars from them. God: alone knows how 
ro adjuſt the Differences, and reveal the 
Secrers of Hiſtory. 

Brave Baſſa, 'Tis-no matrer from what 
Stock we are deſcended, fo long as we haye 
Vertne. For that alone is the only True 
Nobility. God regale thee with his Fa- 
Vours, F 


Paris, 3oth. of the 9th. Moon, . 
of the Near 1666, 


A w-_w1/. oa tf ,nv9 & tmHs po” 
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To Pefteli Hali, 4is Brother, Mas. 
ſter of the Cuſtoms, and Super-. 
intendent of the Arſenal at Con=. 
ſtantinople. 


WW Hen I hear of chy Proſperity, my 
Heart is dilared like his who has 
found hidden Wealth. Yer I am forry for 
the Diſgrace of the good Old Man, thy Pre- 
deceſſor : But we muft not cenſure the Con» 
duct of our Superiours. The Juſtice of rheir 
Actions is nor to be call'd in Queſtion. The 
Sultan cannot err. This is an Eftabliſh'd 
Maxim in all Monarchies, eſpecially in that 
of the Renowned O/mans. 

As for what relates to thee, in this New 
Advance thou haſt made ; thy own Expert- 
ence acquir'd by many Years Travel and Ob- 
ſervation in Foreign Countries, added to the 
Knowledge thou haft in the Laws, Diſcipline 
and Cuſtoms of thy own will bea ſufficient 
Guide, ro condudt- thee in the Management 
of thy Buſineſs. Yer deſpiſe not the Counſel : 

T-{ of others.. A Man is never nearer to Ruin, 
than when he truſts roo much to hisown Wit- - 
dom. Therefore the greateſt Emperours un- - 
derrake nothing of Momemxs raſhly or withour 
Advice, Temeriry often blaſts the faireſt : 
Deſigns, 7 

? ” 
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It will be of particular Import to thee, ti 
. hear of a Tragical Event thar has lately hapY 
pend to Rezan, a Great City in Ruſſia, bylli 
the blowing up of the Magazine. Thighi 
Eunpowder does more Miſchief than Good-infe 
the Wor/d. The Ancienrs fought as-ſuccellYſpi 
fully with Bows and Arrows, Swords, Spea 


and other Inſtruments of Mar, without run; 


ning wac Hazard of blowmg np+whole! Citi 
into the Air, in time of Peace: - And theyfflp 
could-. undermine the ftrongeſt Caſtles, evenſh 
thoſe firuated on Rocks,>withour the help 
of . this Infernal Duſt. . Nature taught 'em| 
to be Induſtrious in defeating their Enemic 
and they .ſpared- no-Labour ro gain-the Vi- 
Ctory. Our Fore-Fathers were hardy andWi 
ſtrong, patient of Toils and Farigues: They 
cut their. Way :into Mountains of-. Stone, it; 
any Place .of. Strength were: built on it, 
which they had Occaſion to befiege. And 


as they hew'd away: that Parr of the Rock her; 


which ſupported the Walls, they underpropid 
the- Foundation with Wooden Pillars : And 
when they had finiſh'd rheir Mine, they et 
Fire to certain Combuſtible Matter, which 
conſuming theſe Supports, the Walls and 

Gates thar reſted on them, ſunk down, and 
lefrthe Fortreſs naked and open to the Belieg- 
ers - 
It .had been well for the Inhabiranrs of 
Rezax,. if their Ciry had been only thus Ser, 
gently diſmantl'd, by ſome Enemy againlt 

whom they,might. have afrerwards employd 


their Courage to defend themſelves, or _ 
om» 
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ompoſition. Bur poor Unfortunate People, 
they have felr a ruder Shock, an unmerciful 
JBBlow of Fate, their City being in a Minute's 
Skime,withourt the leaſt warning, ſtormed, plun- 
ier'd, and laid in Heaps, by an Enemy which 
[Fpives no Quarter. 
This Accident happen'd on the 1 5th. of 
the laft Moon, about the Hour of Ulanamifi. 
here were Five Hundred Barrels of Powder . 
1 the Magazine ; and the Force of the Blow 
vas o violent, thar beſides the Deſtruction 
f thar Ciry or ar .leaſt rhe beſt-Parr of ir, 
ill che Neighbouring Villages round about 
es, felr irs Faral-Effect, ſome of their Houſes 
"Faking as in an Earthquake, others falling ra 
dÞicces, 
Aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe I- 
dels, and rurns the very Inſtruments of their 
Defence and Safery, into Sconrges for their 
haſtiſement, . I formerly ſent Saleh the Sw- 
erintendent, an Account . of - the-like Miſ- 
drtune that befel rhe Ciry of Gravelines in 
landers, and of other terrible Effects-of the 
ſet Wrath of Heaven in the Low-Countries, 
ich Dne Diſaſter follows cloſe on the back of a- 
nd Fother ; yer the Infidels are inſenſible and 
nd Ftupid , as rhey were in the Days of Noah, 
eg- Fhen the Flood came and ſurpris'd all the 
thabirants of the Country. Thar _ 
of ſave *em warning of the approaching Dan- 
ns Ber. He was Three whole Years in cut- 
nlt ng down Indian Plane-Trees, and” Prepue 
yd Ring Planks, Beams, Pins and other . 
et bo ban” 
F 


- — 
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"that Wonderful Ship, The Infide/s went by fl 
daily, and ſaw him at Work, bur they de- ff; 
rided the Patient Apsſile, and raughr their Yi; 
Children ro mock. nim, ſaying, here # the 
Water thi Ship '# to ſail in ? After the Ark hi 
was finiſh'd, it lay on the Ground Seven flhe 
Moons, till-rhey had Thrice facritic'd ſome of fW 
Noah's Followers to their Idols. hit 
It was perfected in the Moon of Rajeb, and Bw: 
in the Moon of Saphar was the Decree of the YH; 
Chaſtiſement fign'd, which was to be exe- 
cuted on all of Mortal Race, ſave Noah and 
the Fourſcore thar were with him, with the 
Two Pairs of every Species, which the Four 
Hinds, by God's Appointment, collected to- 
gether, and drove into the Ark, and the BodyFCl, 
of Adam, which was enſhrin'd and broughtFmi: 
to Noah by Angels our of the Region ofTh 
Mecca. There was alfo Philemoy: the Good fide 
Prieſt of Egypt, with his whole Family. bla 
Juſt as the determined Day and HourdfGr 
the Flood was come, the Prince of ' the fwh 
Country, ſtimulated by his Evil Deftiny , fſkne 
mounted his Horſe with ſome of his Retr any 
'nue ; and having facrific'd to their Idols, rodeMc 
toward the Ptace where Noah and his 'Com-flon 
pany - were ſhut up in the 4rk, with a DeYTo 
ftign to burn 4t to Aſhes. He: call'd our a-Yupc 
toud to the: Propher, with Scoffs, ſaying, OJfro 
Noah, where # th: Water in which ths Shipfoad 
is to fail? Tt will be with you: incontment-Q" © 
ly, replied the Holy. Man,. before you 'can re-$*vo 
move - your Station. - Come © dowjn, ' thou ' Dr vv 


16rd, laid the proud Infueh otherwiſe 1 vil 5 


L 
Dy 
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burn thee and thy Companions with Fire, O 
le- miſerable Man, ſaid Noah, Turn to God, for 
eir ls Fudpments are ready to burſt forth on you. 
heY The Prince Incens'd at this, commanded 
Irk his Slaves to pur Fire tothe Ark, Bur while 
en lhe was yet-ſpeaking, he manifeſtly ſaw rhe 
of {Water guſhing ont on all Hands round abour 
him, and under ' his Feet. Then his Hearr 
nd Bwas troubPd,: and full of 'Anguiſh and Fear. 
theYHe haſted 'ro ſecure himfelf, with his Fa- 
xe- Emily and Goods, in the Caſtles which he had 
nd built, on the higheſt Mountains. Bur alas, 
the the Earth open'd, and broke like a Spiders 
ourfVeb ; ſo violent was the Force of the Wa- 
to-fiters which boyled up every where. The 
od) Clouds pour'd down vaſt:-Chataracts of Rain, 
ghtEmix'd with 'Dreadful and Tnſupportable 
; of Thunder and-Lightning. The Miſcrable I- 
ood fidels throng'd ypon one another, curling and 
blaſpheming their Gods who had deluded 'em, 
rofGrear was the Confuſion and Cry every 
the Fwhere ; for ſuch a Calamity had never been 
ny + [known fince the Moon gave her Light, If 
ety any were ſonimble as to reach the Foot of a 
rode Mountain, yer he could not aſcend by Rea- 
om-fllon of Stones which fell on his Head, and 
DeYTorrents of boyling Water that ran down 
r a-Fupon him, as it ir had come out ofa Caul- 
p, Ofgfron. And ſuppuic he had reach'd the top, it 
ShipÞad been bur a ſhort Delay of his Fate ; for 
vent! a word, the Waters ſwell'd Forty Cubirs 
; reabove the Higheſt Mow:ains, and all the 
Dy Fving Generations periſh. 
wil} Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt this 
Memoir 


1 
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Memoir, ( foritis a Fragment of an Ancient 
Arabick, Writing ) think-on the Day of Fude- 
ment, Which ſhall ſurprize the 7Yorld, even as 
the Deluge did. Ar that Hour, the greateſt 
Part of Men will not dream of any fuch 
thing, till they ſee Flames and Riyers of Fire 
burſting forth from the Springs and Foun» 
rains which before yielded Water, and ſhow- {| « 
ers of Fire deſcending from Heaven, inſtead 
of Rain, For rhe Elements will change || 
rheir Courſes, ro accompliſh the Decyees of f 
him .who made them, and to conſummare Þ| © 
the Revenge of the Omnzipetent againſt Un- || © 
believers, 


Paris, 2d. of the 11th, Moon, at 
of the Year 1666, 
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LETTER XV. 


- To Uſeph, Baſla. 


Qurely, the Gods of the Engliſh are angry 

with that People, and the Guardian Spi- 
rits of the Iſle, have forſook their Charge. I 
ſent a Diſpatch at the beginning of this Year 
to Murat, Boſſa; wherein 1 inform'd him 
of a Deſtructive Plague, raging at London,and 
in other Parts of the Nation. Thar Peſtilence 
continues ſtill, bur under different Forms, to 
aſſault rhe Living, and augment rhe Number 
of the Dead. 

God only knows the Origin of theſe Epide- 
mical Contagions 3 whether they derive their 
Pedigree from Heaven or Hell; from the 
Earth, or any other Element, Perhaps ſome 
latent Poyſons in the Air , mix with the 
Breath of Mortals, and by their ſubrile Ener- 
gy, ſoondififarte the vital Flame of Humane 
Bodies, like the Infectious Bla'ts of the 
Wind El-Samiel in Arabia, which in a MO» 
ment's time commit a Rape upon the Lives 
of Travellers, ſcorching their Spirirs up, and 
leaving on the Sands a black, (tiff Carcaſs of 
Jelli'd Fleſh, as tho' they bad been T hunder- 
ſtruck: Or, perhaps ſome Veno:nous Ex- 
halations from the Minerals bzlow, c:anſpire 
through Chinks and Cranni-s i» the Earth, 
to plunder Mortals of their Breach, uke = 
£1 e 
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The Fatal Vapours in the Cave of Death, not 
far from Virgil's Grot in Italy: Or, who can 
tell, but that ſome hidden Meteors above, 
or ſome Malignant Stars, may ſend down 
whole Batralions of empoyſon'd Atomes, to 
invade this Region of Mortality ; and in 
Death's Name, King of the World Inviſible, 
to claim and carry away a certain Number 
of Ghoſts, prick'd down by Deſtiny, a Tri- 
bute ſet by Fate > However it be, that whole 
Iſland may well be call'd ar this time the 
Grand Infirmary of Europe, where Baneful 
Sickneſs makes its Publick Refidence, The 
timerous Gziafers run from Place ro Place, 
thinking ro eſcape from Heaven's all ſearch- 
ing Purſurvants. They fly from Populous 
Towns to Villages ; and from theſe again to 
unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and Heaths, 
carrying their Wives and Children with 'em, 
and all the Subſtance of their Houſes, The 
Roads are cover'd with the Caravans of 
doubrful Paſſengers, who dread to think of 
oing back, to the Contagious Sears they left 
hind, yer know not = o—_ to be receiv1 
anew. So general is the" Conſternarion, fo 
ſtrong the Fear of thoſe who yer ſurvive, 
= they ſhould alſo catch the Infection and 
ie, | 
Beſides this, they have felt the ſtrokes of 
another furprizing Calamity 3 London, the 
Capital Ciry of England, being newly con- 
fum'd by Fire, It 1s not certain, whether 
Defign or Chance firſt kindled the devouring 
Element, Burt it tell our at an unlucky yo 
——D on, 
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fon, when the Wind was high, and from irs 
Eaſtern Quarter, blew the Flames full Weſt, 
which- ſpreading North and South, demo- 
liſh'd all before them, laying the greateſt 
Parr of that Rich and Famous Ciry in 
Aſhes. F 

Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French ; 
others rerm it, a Judgment of God, for their 
Rebellion, Pride and other crying Sins. 
Whilſt with equal Probability, a third Sorr 
affirm, "Twas contriv'd and pur in Execution 
by a Cabal of Carpenters and Maſons, who 


* wanting Employment, . and projecting the 


Method of enriching themſelves, dildaining 
allo the Inarrificial and Obſolete Form of 
Buildings, reſolved ro pur this City into a 
New Figure, and raiſe it according to the 
Models of Foreign Architeture. Every one 
gueſſes as his Atﬀections incline him, Or his 
Conjectures follow the Byalſs of his Intereſt. 
Men are always partial to themſelves and the 
Cauſe they have eſpous'd. God only knows 
the Truth. 

The Superſtirious among the Roman Catho- 
licks, take Occaſion from rhe timing of this 
Horrible Conflagration , to inſulr o'er the 
Engliſh Proteſtants ; who from ſome obſcure 
Pailages in the Book of their G_ to fore- 
rel in a Prophetick Manner, That the Final 


Ruin and Cataſtrophe of Rome would happen 
in this Year 1666, Whereas by Fatal Expe- 
rience, more {ure than vain Predictions, they 
find the Metropols of their own Nation, re- 
duc'd to Aſhes, 


Qz Who- 


Os OG — 
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Whoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tra- 
gedies, "tis certain the Deſigns of Fate are till 
perform'd, Every Kingdom, State and Com- 
21nity, has its Critical Periods and Clima- 
Cers, wherein it ſuffers Derriment, * — — 


—_——_—_— eee = (Fo 


* This Blank the Italian Preface ments- 
ons, and ſays, 'tis owing to the Loſs of 
ſome Part of the Arabick Letter, ſup- 
pos'd to be torn off by Chance, or on . 
ſome other Occaſion, 


Paris, 2d. of the 11th, Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


# 


LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician fo the 
Grand Signior. 


[| Am melancholy, beyond the Deſcription —— 


of Painters, Poets, or the lively E! "QUCence 
of Cicero. - Merhinks, I'm ſome Exotick Be- 
7nz ; a perfect Foreigner on Earth ; a Stran- 
ger to his Laws and Maxims, I appear ro 0- 
ther Morrtals like a Giafer or Frank in his 
IWeſtern-Dreſs at Morocco, Babilon, or Con+ 


tantinople, T mean nor for my outward Ha- 


bir, ( for in that I'm Conformable enough ro 
the Mode of the Region where TI reſide *) bur 
I'm all Unfaſhionable within ; Ridiculons in 
my Sentiments and Converſation. When 0. 


thers laugh, Ifigh, and find a Reaſon ro be 


ſad, in the midit of merry Company. Even 
Wine it ſelf that exhilarares all rhe World 
beſide, does bur encreaſe my Melancholy, 
by adding Strength unto my  Jabouring 
Thoughts. Ir fſublimates my Spirits up 
to Yacred Phrenfies. I am all Lunarick ar 
ſuch a Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams, 
more wild than the ſtrange Flights and Rap» 
rures of a Santone. My heated Spleen, like 
Mount Gibel, belches forth horrid Clouds 
of Smoak and Vapours, which lay long ſmo- 
thering in irs ſpongy Caverns ; theſe quick- 
ly ſpread, and cover all the Horizon of my 

Q.3 Sont, 


. 
. _ * 9 — . <—- 
—_ - , - _ —- 
— ets eee —_— — 
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— 
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Sou!, rendring it Dark and Gloomy, as the 
Cymmerian Solitudes,or the more diſmal Val- 
leys bordering on the River Styx, where ſur- 
ly Chazon waits to Ferry o'er the Caravans of 
trembling Ghoſts, and land 'em in Elyzinm. 
Oh ! thar thoſe Fables of rhe Ancient Poets 
were but rrue! Or thatTI knew bur ſomething 
certain of our Future State ! Whether the 
Soul ſarvives or no, when Death has ſtopr 
the Circulaticn of our Blood ? And what be- 
comes of that Immortal Subſtance, after its 
parting from .the, Body ? Whether it paſs by 
Tranſmigrarion into the Embryo of ſome 0- 
ther Animal, as Pythagoras taught; or be 
united, ſwallowed up and loſt in the Unzizer- 
fal Soul of the World, as Plata did believe ? 
Or if ſome other Magnet does attract irs Pre. 
ſence; and hidden Sympathies of Nature 
reach it to form irs ſelf a Vehicle or Body of 
the Elements ? Perhaps, ſome . Souls unite 
with Air, whilſt others mix with Water, 
Earth or purer Skies. This for its horrid 
Sins in Mortal State, may be by the Eternal 
Nemeſis funk down into the Fatal Caverns 
of Mount Atna, Strombolo, or Veſuvins ; 
there to Incorporate with burning Rivers and 
Lakes of Sulphur and other Minerals, to jzear 
_—_— the frightful Cracking, Rum- 
ling, and loud Thunders of thoſe Infernal 
Vaults : ro be without Intermiffion annoy*d 
with the Erernal Stench of melted Mines, 
Whoſe poignant Vapours cqually kill it and 
revive it. every moment, that it may be con- 


fin'd to an endleſs Circle of Mileries: To -_ 
the 
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the Excruciating Torments which no Tongue 
can utter ; whilſt the Incefſant Rapid Mo- 
tion of thoſe Exalted and moſt Violent Fires, 
with which ir is embodyed by Decree of Fate, 
rob ir of the very Potbility of the leaſt eaſy 
Thought or quier Minute ; and ar the ſame 
time rack it with Infinite Tortures, 

Think not my Dear Phyſician, thar it is 
Impoſſible a Separare $p:r:ir, can thus be ſen- 
{ible of Pains. Thexe's no ſuch thing as a Se- 
parate Spirit, ſave God who made all Bodies, 
and therefore was before chem. The Angels 
themſelves are partly Corporeal ; fo are the - 
Devils. Do nor believe then rhat Mortal 
Man, who is in a middle Stare berween theſe 
Two, ſhall by Dying, gain a Priviledge above 
the moſt Illuſtrious Spirits in Heaven, As 
ſoon as Death has diſlodg'd us from One 
Body ; Nature, Providence or Fate, provides 
us Another, according ro our Qualities, Incli- 
nations and Merits. We may .as well by 
Metempſychoſis, become the Spiri* or Seoul of- 
a flaming Sulphur-Mine, or at lealt of ſome 
Parr of it, as of a Horſe, an Eagle, or a 
Dove : For ſuch, for ougjut we know, -may 
be the Diſpoſition of Divine Wiſdom, Juſtice 
and Omniporence. 

By the very ſame Reaſon another Soul may 
be tranſported ro the Open, Happy Skies, 
where it may either range in boundleſs , 
free, and ſerene Tracts of Bl;ſs ; or be En- 
franchis'd in the Corporations of the Stars, 
ro dwell in Palaces of 4znre, Topazes, and 
Diamonds; to poſſeſs Previnces more Rich 

Q 4 than 
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than in Peru or Guinea, where the Ruſticks 
plow tip Gold ; more beauriful and pleaſant, 
rhan the famous Fields of Theſſaly. God 
knows what will become of us after our Dif- 
{0:urion! Bur the Ignorance of this one Truth, 
vccafions all my Melancholy. , 

Death is not formidable of ir ſelf, nor all 
the dolorous Circumſtances that precede it: 
"Tis only whar comes after, raiſes all my Ter- 
ror, Were I ro melt away in lingring 
Acuzs and Cynſumpriots ; or to. be ſooner 
polted off jn high wrought Fevers, Pleuri- 
fies, or Peſtilence : Or if ic were my Fare 
to die by Piitol, Sword or Poyſon, or any 0- 
ther Kind of Slow or Sudden Death, allotted 
me from Chance or Nature, Providence or 
Fate : Should Heaven conſume me in a Trice 
by Lightning ; or this G/obe with equal Swift- 
neſs, bury me in ſome ſurprizing Earthquake : 
"T would be all one ro Mahmut, were it not 
for the After-Claps, ro: which I am a Stran- 
ger. I tremble at the Hidden and Unſearch- 
able Force of Nature : I dread the Irrever- 
ſible Unknown Decrees of Fate, the Secret 
Methods of Eternal Deſtiny, the Laws and 
Order of the Other M/orld, in Billetting the 
Troops of Humane Sonls, that go ro Winter 
_ .aiter this Life's Campagne is finiſh- 
Ca, : 

Oace in a Cold and Froſty Evening, as I 
was travelling o'er a bleak wide Plain,and felr 
the penetrating Blaſts of North-Eaſt-Winds, 
with chilling Sleer, which fell upon me from 
the Clouds ; my Spirits alſo ryr'd with tedi- 
Ous 


— 
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ous Journeys, and my anxious Thoughts 
were wholly taken up abour a Reſting-Place 
that Night, and how to avoid the Afaults 
of Robbers, with a Thouſand other Perils, 
threatning a Stranger on the Road ; ar length 
I chancd to think of the Untry'd and Re- 
mote Voyage I muſt One Day make to Ano» 
ther World. Ir chilld my Blood ro ima- 
gine the diſconſolate Naked Circumſtances of 
a Separate Soul, which for ought I knew, 
might be bewilder'd, loſt, and forc'd ro wan- 
der up and down through untrack'd Waſtes 
of miity frozen Air, where the Inhoſpitable 
Element affords no Guides, nor Carvans 
ſera's tro comfortleſs, poor, ſtraggling Ghoſts ; 
unleſs they would accept a Lodging in ſome 
Cloud, the Ciftern and Chariot of Rain, Hail 
or Snow ; there to Incorporate with the un- 
welcome Meteors, and be whirl'd round- the 
G!obe, or elſe precipitared down ro Earth a- - 
gain in Showers 3 from thence perhaps to be 
exhal'd by the Sun, and mix* with Embryo's - 
of Lightning , Fiery Dragons, Tones Fatuz , 
or other Bodies hourly Flaming in the'//el- - 
kin, and thus to circulate in Endleſs Tranſ- 
migrations. Who knows the Circumſtances 
of deparred Souls,or Laws of a Separate State 2 
Ler him declare what Ulage we ſhall find in 
that Invifibte- and Dark Receis from Life ; 
He ſhall be ticn eftecmed more than Apollo, 
by the peniive Mahmur. Not the old Detl- 
phick Oracle could receive greater Revyerence 
from the Inquititive World.; nor Mecca 
now from devour Muſſulman Pilgrims ; or 

Q 5 Medina 
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Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in 
Peace, than ſuch an one ſhould have from 
me, who could with unfeigned Truth dit- 
cover how we ſhall be dilpos'd of, when we 
die. Bur I am cloy'd and nauſeated with 
_=_ dull Romances of the Prieſts and Dervi- 
ches, 

My Friend, let thou and I learn to improve 
the Joys of preſent Life, and not by damn'd 
Miitakes deprive our ſelves of double Hap- 
pineſs, Bur ler us ſo comport our ſelves, that 
our Tranſmigration may be bur from the Plea- 
ſures of Earth to thoſe of Heaven ; from one 
Paradiſe to another, | 


Paris, 6th. of the 11t, Moon, 
of the Near 3-667, 


LETTER 
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To Kerker Haſlan, Baſſa. 


TJ HE Bleflings of God and. his Prophet 

chear thy Heart, as thou haſt exhila- 
rared mine by thy laſt Letter ; wherein thou 
iy me with the Hopes of being re- 
mov'd from this diſagreeable Pof, ro one: 
more Delightful and Happy, even to a Sweet 
Country Retirement, either in - Arabia, or- 
any other Part of the Grand Signior's Domi- 
nions, Which is the very Mark of all my 
Wiſhes. 

I have a Natural Averſion for Great and 
Populous Cities. They ſeem to be ſo many 
Magnificent Sepulchres of the Living, where 
Men are ſhur up, impriſon'd, and buried 
from all Commerce with the Elements ; or 
they are like Hoſpitals and Peſt-Honſes, where- 
People crowd, infect, and itink one another 
ro Death with a Thouſand Pollutions. They 
hive together like Bees, and build their-Apart-- 
ments in Darkneſs. Like Nefts of P:/mires, 
they trudge up and down all the Summer of 
their 7outh, ro heap up Treaſures, that they 
may ſpend the Minter of their Od Age, in 
nceaine Eaſe,and benumm'd Stupidiry ; nor 
daring to veuture out of the Purlieu of rheir 
nalty,ſmoaky Habitations, and yer there rea-- 
dy to be {tifled with their own Breath, T; 
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'Tis with Pleaſure I contemplate the Face 
of the Infant Earth, before it was deform'd 
by the unneceflary Arrs of the Carpenter, 
Smith and Maſon : When Men had no other 
Houſes, fave what - they made themſelves , 
every one: for his Family, of the Branches 
and Boughs of trees, interwoven with O+ 
fiers, Reeds and Ivy; and cover'd thick with 
Leaves and Graſs to ſhelter them from Wind, 
Hail, Rain, and other Injuries of Weather. 
Or perhaps ſome had found our a Den or 
Cave in the Earth, or the Hollow of a Rock, 
for a Sanctuary in ſuch Caſes, where they: 
repos'd in perfect Tranquillity, without Fear 
of Snares or Violence, without Apprehen- 
fion of Robbers, or any Tragical 266 a 


"They went out and in, ſlept and wak'd, la- 


bour'd and reſted in ſafety and quiet. Ava- 
rice, Envy and Injuſtice bad nor as yet cor- 
rupred rhe Minds of Mortals. "The Earth 
brought forth Corn, Herbage, and Fruits, 
withour the Husbandman's or Gard'ners 
Labour : Alf Places abounded with Plenty of 
Innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe Primitive 
Inhabitants covered no more. The Cattle 
and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and 
the Fountain-Warers were Generous as Wine. 
This Globe was a complete Paradiſe, and no: 


miſtaken Zeal had taught Men Religiouſly to - 


invade one anothers Rights, and in a pious 
Fury to, murder their Neighbours, in hopes 
of meriting Heaven hereafter. There was no 
fach thing as Bigottry or Super(tion to be 
jound among any of Humane Race, The 
Law 
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Law of Natr ue was in Univerſal Force : E-. 
very Man purſu'd the Dictates of Reaſon, 
without hearkning after Reli2ious Sophiſtry,and 
Sacred Fables. 

Bur when once the Lucre of Gold had cor- 
rupred Men's Manners, and they not conten- 
dl with the Riches and Sweets which rhey 
daily crop: from the Surface of the Earth, 
had'found a Way to deſcend into her Bowels, 
ftung with an Infatiable Defire of hidden 
Treaſures ; then began Injuſtice, Oppreſſion 
and Cruelry to rake place. Men made En- 
cloſures ro themſelves, and encompalſs'd a 
certain Portion of Land with Hedges, Ditch» 
es and Pales, to Fence them from: the In. 
vaſlions of others ; For the Guilr of their 
own vicious Inclinattons, filld them with 
Fears, and made them Jealous of one ano- 
ther. They built rhemſelves ſtrong Holds, 
Fortrefles, Caſtles and. Cities, And their 
Terrors encreaſfing with their Criminal Pof- 
ſeflions, they perſwaded themſelves, that the 
very Elements would prove their Enemies, 
if not pacitied by Bribes and Preſents, 
Hence ſprung the firft Invention of Altars 
and Sacrifices, and from theſe vain Panick 
Fears of Mortals, the Gods deriy'd their Pe» 
digree. For one built a Temple to the Sun, 
another ro the Moon, a third to Fupiter, 
Mars or the reſt of the Planets, Scme 
adogfd the Fire, others the Hater or Hind, 
Every one ſer up to himſelf ſuch a God as 
he « She would be propitious ro him.” 
'Thus Error being equally propagated 

with 
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with Humane Narure, they created an Infi- 
nite Rabble of Imaginary Deztzes, paying ro 
thoſe Idols, the Supreme and Incommunica- 
ble Honours, due only to the. Eternal Eſſence, 
Father and Source of all things. 


Belides, they liv'd in Intolerable Pride and' 


Luxury, in conſtant. Wars and' Strife, in 
Darkneſs; Ignorance and-Confuſion, Iſpeak 
of ſuch as.dwelt in Cities, and were incorpo- 
rated together by one common Intereſt: For 
ſtill there- remain'd ſome who obey'd the O- 
riginal Laws of Nature, and the Traditions 
of Primitive Humanity, Theſe dwelt: in 
. Tents or other Moveable Habitations, as our 
Countrymen the Arabs do at this Day, with 
the Tartars their Brethren. They ſcorn'd to 


faſten themſelves to rhe Earth, by poſſefling- 


any.Parrof it in Propriety : Every Field and 


Wood, Hill and Valley,River and Well, were - 
with them in Common. They {traggled whi-. 


ther they pleaſed. 

This is the Life ſo emulated by me,or in- 
ſtead of thar art leaſt, a Retirement from Ci- 
ries, that I'may breath our my laſt Hours 
in a free Air, remore from. the ſtifling Come 
pany and Contagion-of Morrtals. I long to 
range at Liberty through unfrequented Paths 


of Deſart Ground, o'er wild, unpoliſh'd 


Heaths, from thence inſenfibly to fall 'into 
ſome Venerable Solitude,where the dry, moſ- 


fy Barks of Trees, in filent Characters pro-. 


claim the Antiquiry of rhe Place ; and gentle 

Whiſpers of the Wrnds, inſtruct the Merhods 

- of Platonick - Love ; inſpire ſtrange _ 
| Whic 
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which we never felr before, and teach us to 
converſe with Satyrs, Nymphs, and other 
harmleſs Tenants of the Shades. How great 
1s the Pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz'd with ſome 
harmenious, warbling Stream,or Silent, ſoft, 
deep,Chriſtial River? To ſpeak Incognito with 
Dryads, Hamadryads, and the Sporting Ec- 
cho"s ; To lie diffolv'd in Looſe, yetInno- 
cent Enjoyments on. the Banks ; to ralk with 
Nature, with Immortal Subſtances, and with 
Storadty it ſelf 2 Oh God ! Is not this raviſh- 
ing : 

'Tisdifficulr ro ſay, whether it would be 
Pleaſant or Painful ro return from theſe Tn- 
effable Parades of the Soul, ro our Domeſtick 
Felicities, tho' even in a Rural Life, which I 
acknowledge to be the Happieſt on Earth. 
Yer there ts trace the Herds and Flocks, to 
walk amidſt the High-grown Corn, and 
Graſs, to pluck the bearded Ears of Barley, 
ro let our Eyes rowl o'er the various Fl- 
gures of the Wind-blown Whear and Miller, 
our Noſes to ſuck the Fragrant Airs of Mar- 
joram, Thyme, Oranges and Limons, with 
Innumerable Spices ; our Ears to hear the In- 
imitable Melody of Birds, and every Senle to 
be tranſported, ſnatch'd away and loſt in Sa- 
cred Ecſtacies ; mult needs be rankd among 
the Higheſt Kinds of Earthly Pleaſures, 

Bur ro deſcend from theſe Enjoyments, to 
the Meaneſt and moſt Common Diverſions 
of a Country-Life ;_ methinks there's ſome- 
thing peculiarly charming in the very El- 
lenge Situation of rhe Houſes ; whether it be 

on 
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on the Brow of a Hill, or 'the Bottom of a 
Valley; in the midſt of a Wood, or the 
Opening of a Heath ; on the Side of a Road, 
or in ſome obſcure Corner of the Country. 
*Tis agreeable, when waking in the Morning, 
ro hear the Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of 
Oxen, Screaming, Quacking and Crowing 
of Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, and other Home- 
bred Animals; to hear the lowder Winds, 
threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demoliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe ir 
ſelf, if potiible, from off irs Baſis. This 
would be better Muſick to me for a Change, 
than a Conſort of Dulcimers, Theorbo's, Tyme 
brels and Viols. Humane Nature delights in 
Variery, and there is a certain Audacious Cu- 
riofity in the Sou!, which loves to venture on 
Exrreams. The Rain, the Dirr, the Srink 
of Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other 
neceflary Rural Beaſts, would plcaſe me bets- - 
ter, than the conſtant tedious Eaſe, aid Ful- 
ſom Sweets of Court or City, I ſwear whilkt 
thus ſhut up within theſe Walls : Ir cloys 
me to be daily walking in a Circle, to tram- 
ple always oer the ſame Ground, in a vaſt 
Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Senſes meer 
no new refreſhing Objects, bur my Ears are 
hourly nauſeared, vex'd and ryr'd with Rat- 
ling Din of Coaches, Carts, Artificers, and 
the harſh Voices of ſuch as ſell Fleſh, Fiſh, 
and other things abour rhe Streets. My 
Eyes can find no grateful Profpe&ts, bur 
daſh'd with ſurly rugged Looks of proud 
and wealthy Infidels ; or. with the fly Saty- 

rick 
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Tick Smiles of well-ſhap'd People, who con- 
temn me for my Bandy-Legs, and Crooked 
Back. : 

In a word, my. dear Baſſa, I long to feel 

the geatle Breezes of the Eaf?, purifying my 
Soul and clean{ing it from ſo many Pollutt- 
ons. TI languiſh for the S:ghr of Turbants and 
Creſcents, for the devour Call of the Mue- 
zins on the loſty Mznarers : I die in Con- 
remplartion of rhe Sacred Faſts and Feaſts, 
the Nocturnal Joys of Ramezan, the Revels 
and Chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and 
th Imperial Daunal/ma's. When I think of 
theſe things, my Sou! burſts. forth in fervent 
Invocations, and every Faculty crys Ala, 
Alla. 
May that Divine and Immortal One hear 
my Prayers, and grant me the Happineſs to 
ſee the Face of Noble Kerker Haſſan, in an 
Horizon pure and free from the Defilement of. 
Infidels. 


Paris, 14th. of the 2d, Moon, 
of the Year 1667, 
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LE T TER XVII. 


- Tolfouf, his Kinſman a Merchant 
at Afſtracan. 


A— 


I fent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, 
wherein among other things, I recom- 
mended our Coufin So/yman to thy Friend- 
fhip and Patronage, .if ever he ſhould travel 
to Aſtracan, as I advis'd him, For thou 
know'ſt he has a Roaming Genius, without 
the Wir to improve himſelf in any. Foreign 
Country, unleſs he has a Friend ,to guide 
and rake care of him : And then 'rwill be 
a difficult Task ro make him ſenſible, where 
he is. He'll always think he is within the 
Verge of the Grand Signior's Hunr, where 
e may domineer art large, under the No» + 
tion of a Retainer to the Sultan, He's a 
ftrange humour'd Fellow. I know nor 
what to make of him. He's as Changeable 
as Proteus, or a Chamelion : Somerimes Re- 
ligiouſly dull and Flegmarick, like a Had: ; 
at another Seaſon you ſhall feel his Pulſe 
beating to the Tune of Youthful Pride, Am- 
birion, Luſt, and other Vices. To Day he'd 
be a Dervich, Santone, or any thing that 
bears the Form of Holineſs: But when he's 
flepr upon'r, the vain Young Convert would 
return again.to the World, and be a Soldier, 
. Courrier, 
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Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or any Thing 
rhar makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. - So 
unwelcome are the rigid Paths of Verrue, 
to a Soul nor well eſtabliſh'd in its Princi- 


ples. | 


And yet our Couſin Solyman, as I am told, 
is the Muſſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to 
his Exteriour. With Hand devoutly laid ro 
Breaſt, and humbleſt Couch o'th' Head, he 
gives the Salem to his Friends and Neigh- 
bours : Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the Se- 
raglio : Humble, as the Grecian Chapman, 
walking through the Streets, is forc'd to imi- 
tate, when he 1s hector'd by the Rampant Fa- 
nizaries. 

Bur, Oh my Couſin Iſorf, 'ris Griefto ſay; 
that Solyman, Parraker of our Blood, is Bale, 
Ungrateful, and Perfidious : That he ſhouw'd 
be thus Unnatural, ftudying the utmoſt Pe- 
riod of our Life; inſtead of Honeſt, Juſt, and 
Noble Preſents, to prolong it. 

I had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him 
to Pontius Pilate ; and if I had gone on, 
and ſcum'd off all the moſt. Enormous 
Crimes of Humane Race, 'twould be roo. 
lirtle ro expreſs his Enmity 'againſt Mah- 
mut, the kindeſt Uncle, and the rrueſt 
Friend, that &er poor So/yman cou'd boaſt 
of. 

Bur he is Degenerare, and that's roo lit- 
tle, withour the mournful Sighs of thee and 
me, to increaſe the Apggrayation of his 
Crime. 


In 
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In Fine, he's our Kinſman, and ler us 
ſhew Mercy. He has been perfidious to me, 
andT wou'd retrench the Words I have ſpo- 
ken in his Diſgrace. If he comes ro Aſtra- 
can, do as thou pleaſeſt: But have an Eye 
over thine own Afﬀairs. Take not Solyman 
for an Anpel.. He is ſtill but a Turbant maker ; 
a Frolickſom Blade ; and a Merchant thar 
makes a very ſmall Figure. 

Couſin T/orf, forger not the Maxims thou 
ha{t learn'd in thy Travels : Be-trne to thy 
Friends, and thy fſelf. Honour the Memory 
of thy deceaſed Parents. Love all Men, that 
are good. And be not remils in praying for 
the Soul of thy deceaſed Uncle, whenever God 
ſhall call for it. 


Paris, 26th. of the 2d, Moon, 
of the Tear 1664, 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 
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